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Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Wisdom for the Way 
October 5, 2014 
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, Matthew 21:33-46 

� � � � Invites worshipers to stand in spirit or body as they are able. 
                         NCH – Indicates the New Century Hymnal  

SP&P – Indicates the Sing! Prayer and Praise Songbook 

Call to Worship 

One: The heavens are telling the glory of God. 
All: May our worship reflect God’s glory. 
One: The firmament proclaims God’s handiwork. 
All: May we see each other as the handiwork of God. 
One: Let our prayer and praise, our singing and proclama-

tion project the love of God. 
All: We commune with Christians around the world, 

with Christians throughout time. 
One: With Christians across geography and across time, 
All: Let us worship! 

Welcome Song  You Are Welcome Here          SP&P 26 

Organ Voluntary     Fugue in C              G.F. Handel 

Welcome and Greetings 

����Procession   What a Mighty God We Serve        SP&P 83 

����Invocation: 

All: Holy and gracious God, let us be open to your pres-
ence among your people, those gathered for wor-
ship, and all of your people throughout your crea-
tion. May we receive you fully and respond to you 
wholeheartedly. Amen. 

Stepping Stones: Recognizing our 1-year-olds and their families. 

 



Confession 

One: Gracious God, we too often focus on the differences 
among us, rather than celebrating what we share in 
common. 

All: Forgive us. 
One: Help us to remember we are siblings to all of human-

ity, each and all of us created in your image. 
All: Help us to remember. 
One: When we choose conflict, redirect our thoughts and  

actions to your love and your call to love each other.  
All: Redirect our thoughts and actions. 

Quiet for reflection. 

Assurance of Pardon 

One: As children of God, we are loved tenderly. 
All: God longs to bring us into God’s embrace. 
One: By the life and love of Jesus, we are forgiven and free. 
All: Thanks be unto God! Amen. 

Gloria                             NCH 756 

Exploring the Scripture with Children:  Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9 

Pew Bible, OT, p. 64 

The Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46     Pew Bible, NT, p. 22 

Wisdom for the Way                 Rev. Ted Huffman 

Prayers of the People   

 Prayer Concerns 

 Quiet Prayer 

 Pastoral Prayer 

 The Prayer of Our Savior (We use “debts” and “debtors.”) 

����Peace Song        Peace                 SP&P 193 

����Passing of the Peace 

Offerings: 

 Offertory          Air             G.F. Handel 

    ����Doxology                             NCH 780     
        

    

        



����Prayer of Dedication 

All: Loving God, as Jesus made a few loaves and fish 
into a meal for thousands, multiply our offerings. 
Bless us that we may continue to be as generous 
with our lives as you are with your spirit.  Amen. 

Communion 

Invitation    Come to the Banquet           SP&P 8 

One: As part of the world-wide community of Christians, 
we remember Jesus’ meal with his disciples. Our vari-
ety of bread today is a physical reminder of the range 
of Christian experience, both close to us and around 
the world. 

 Jesus sets the table where we dine today. Jesus’ wel-
come extends to all of humanity. People of all ages, of 
all genders, of all cultures and climates, of all eco-
nomic conditions are welcome here. 

 No one can earn a place at this meal. Come of your 
own choice. You need only desire a deeper relation-
ship with the risen Christ. Bring your hopes and your 
history. Bring your deliberations and your doubts. 
Come as your whole self. 

All: No matter who you are or where you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here. 

Great Thanksgiving 
One: May God be with you. 
All: And also with you! 
One: Lift up your hearts 
All: We lift them up to God! 
One: Let us give thanks to God most high. 
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise! 
One: Creator God, we give thanks that you brought this 

world and all of humanity into being, breathing life 
into us. 

All: You show yourself in each face we encounter, each 
and all created in your image. 

One: We thank you for your covenants. 
All: You taught us how to serve you, and how to honor 

each other. 



One: To bring us into relationship with you, you sent us 
prophets and teachers. 

All: We offer thanks that when we ignored your em-
brace, you persisted in reaching out to us. 

One: We thank you most for the life and ministry of Jesus. 
All: The death and resurrection of Christ taught us that 

nothing, not even death, can separate us from you. 
One: Through your Holy Spirit, you breath through us, 

gathering us as church. 
All: Thank you for continuing to bring us together that 

we may celebrate you.  

Words of Institution 

Listen to the familiar words as the story of Jesus is shared 

for worshipers of all ages. 

Communion Anthem   Circle the Table      Keithahn/Horman 

Sharing the Meal 

The cup in the center of each basket contains gluten-free 

bread.  Please hold your bread so that all may eat 

together. 

Please drink as you are served. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
One: Friends, let us say grace: 
All: Gracious God, we thank you for this meal and for 

all of the ways you nourish us. Grow in us that we 
may nourish others. Sustain us as we press toward 
the goal of your call in Christ Jesus. Amen.  

����Recessional:       God of Abraham and Sarah         NCH 20    

����Benediction 

����Response:        God Be With You         NCH 809 
Please listen as the house band sings the song the first time. 

Please join in on the second time through. 

Postlude                 Agincourt Hymn          J. Dunstable 

Worshipers are invited to be seated for the postlude. 
� � � � Invites worshipers to stand in spirit or body as they are able. 

  



Today we are given the opportunity to participate in our 
Neighbors in Need all church offering.  

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering of the 
UCC that supports ministries of justice and compassion through-
out the United States. One-third of NIN funds support the Council 
for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). The majority of congrega-
tions supported by CAIM are located in South Dakota’s Dakota 
Association. Our congregation partners with CAIM congregations 
with our Woodchuck firewood delivery and we have had first 
hand opportunities to witness the effectiveness of their ministries. 
Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC's Justice and Wit-
ness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, 
advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants. 

Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to churches and organi-
zations doing justice work in their communities. These grants 
fund projects whose work ranges from direct service to commu-
nity organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. Fund-
ing is provided through donations to the Neighbors in Need offer-
ing. 



2014 Women’s Retreat 

At Placerville Camp 

“Peace-full Paths” 

"Peace-full Paths" will be the theme of our fall women's re-
treat October 24 and 25 at Placerville Camp. 

All women of the church are invited to explore the Peace of 
God, the God of Peace, the Peace of Nature, and the essential 
role of Peace in our daily lives.  

Plans are being made for programs, crafts, hikes, quiet time, 
and good fellowship.  

Registration forms can be found in the October Call, on the 
church website, on the bulletin board and in the church office. 
Sign up in the Fellowship Hall on October 5, 12 and 19 after 
worship.  

Scholarships are being made available through Women’s Fel-
lowship for our church members.  

For more information, contact Lynn Grauman or Kathleen 
Batchelder. 



Today: Sunday, October 5 

 8:30am: House Band Practice 
 9:30am: Worship  for All Ages  
      World Communion 
      Neighbors in Need  
 10:30am: Fellowship 
 3:00pm: BH Association Fall  
      Meeting in Spearfish 
 Monday, October 6  
 6:30pm: Women’s Bible Study  
Tuesday, October 7 
 9:00am:  Woodchuck Splitting 
 1:00pm: Craft Day 
 1:15pm: Spiritual Practices 
Wednesday, October 8 

 6:00pm:  Bell Choir Practice 
 6:00pm:  UCY Destin. Unknown 
 7:00pm:  Adult Choir Practice  
Thursday, October 9 

 10:00am:  Altar Guild Meeting 
 12:00pm:  Thursday Forum 
 4:30pm:   Dept. of Worship 
 5:30pm: RC Firefighters’ Bible St.  

 

Friday, October 10 

 1:00pm: BH Watercolor Society 
 1:00pm: Stained Glass Project 
Saturday, October 11 

 9:00am: Moms’ Group 
 9:00am: Woodchuck Splitting 
Sunday, October 12 
 8:30am: Adult Choir Practice 
 8:30am: Dept. of Ministries 
 9:30am: Worship and  
      Sunday School 
 10:30am: Fellowship 
 10:45am: Dept. of Education-
Please note: 
The office will be open Tuesday 
to Friday 9am to 3pm.  
Please direct all church-related 
emails to:  
uccoffice@rushmore.com.  
You are also welcome to stop by 
the church office or call  
342-5787. Thank you. 

This Week’s Events 

News and Events  
FLOWERS 
Flowers this morning are given by 
Michael and Kathleen Batchelder in 
celebration of God’s love in our 
world. “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son, that who-
ever believes in him should not per-
ish but have eternal life.”  
-John 3:16. 

CHURCH DIRECTORIES 

Updated church directories are 
available in the church office. 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
Cecil Bassett as he continues to 
receive radiation treatments and Ed 
Dull, who has moved to Good Sa-
maritan Center of New Underwood. 

Please hold the following members, 
families and friends in your 
prayers:  Linda Parrott, Ben 
Schnabel, Marvin Bitterman, Bill 
Dittmer, Ron Lawson’s mother, 
and Bob Jeffery. 
 



BIRTHDAYS: 
Oct. 5:  Dee Anderson 
  Shirley Battey 
  Jeri Behringer 
  Bridget Gilbert 
Oct. 6:  Willy Grigg 
Oct. 8:  Leslie Brooks 
  Becky Fisher 
Oct. 9:   Randy Fisher 
      Abigail Thompson 
Oct. 12:  Steel Cruz 
  Sarah Grigg 

CHOIR RECEPTION 

A special reception for members of 
the choir and their families is being 
held in the parlor following wor-
ship today. Among the topics of 
discussion will be choir loft access, 
the search for a new choir director 
and ways to support our choral 
music program. 

Opportunities for the congregation 
to participate in the conversations 
will be given at a later date. For 
more information, contact any 
member of the Dept. of Worship.  

40 DAYS OF PRAYER 

40 Days of Prayer for Children 
continues until Children’s Sabbath 
on Oct. 19. If you have not already 
done so, please sign up in the nar-
thex to sponsor a day of prayer. 

BLACK HILLS ASSOCIATION 

The Black Hills Association Fall 
meeting will take place today at 
the Spearfish United Church of 
Christ at 3:00pm. 

CHURCH RESPONSE 

The Church Response focus food 
for October is pasta. Please place 
your pasta and all food donations 
in the Church Response grocery 
cart located in the narthex.  

LIBRARY NEWS 

Attention Readers’ Club- -
reading logs are due today for 
awards next Sunday. Getting an 
award is easy. Pick up a reading 
log found in the children’s reading 
cart or in the library.  
Record books read following these 
requirements:  preschool to1st 
grade--8 picture books or 1 reading 
book (these can be read by or read 
to the participant); 2nd to 4th 
grade,--2 books; and 5th to 12th 
grade--3 books. Completed logs 
are to be turned in by the first Sun-
day of each month. 

FIREFIGHTERS’ BIBLE STUDY 

The Rapid City Area Firefighters’ 
Bible Study is now meeting at The 
Sandwich Shop, Nummies on 2nd, 
located in the lower level of the 
Fairmont Creamery. They will 
continue to meet on Thursdays at 
5:30pm. 

ANNUAL BUFFALO DINNER 

The Keystone UCC will hold its 
annual buffalo dinner on Sunday, 
Oct. 26 starting at 11:30 and going 
until they run out of buffalo! For 
more information, see the poster 
on the bulletin board by the office. 
 

News and Events  



Church Chat will meet Tuesday, October 7, noon to 1:00pm in 
the Fireside Room.  

Join us for light refreshments (bring your own  
sandwich if you want). Our discussion topic will be 
chapters 1-10 of Social Animal by David Brooks.  

For more information, contact Bonnie Edwards, 
Barb Knight, or Georgia O’Connor. 

Church Chat  

United Church Youth 
On October 8 at 6:00pm the ever-mysterious, always popular  
DESTINATION UNKNOWN returns.  

Don’t miss the latest foray unto the unknown! 
Be sure to arrive by 6:00 pm!!  

Dinner is included. Conclude at 8:00 pm.  

Bring a Friend to Church 

& Chili Lunch 

The Department of Hospitality  
invites everyone to join the fun of 
Bring a Friend to Church Sunday 
on October 19.   

We encourage you to bring a friend 
to church, to Sunday School, and to 
our Chili Lunch following worship.   

  When:  Sunday, October 19 
  Where: First Congregational UCC Fellowship Hall 
  What to Bring:  A pot of  chili, a side dish,  
      OR a dessert 

  



                           October 5, 2014 
                                         Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
                     Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 

 
Neighbors in Need Offering 

“People brought babies to Jesus, hoping he might touch them. When the 
disciples saw it, they shooed them off. Jesus called them back. ‘Let 
these children alone. Don’t get between them and me. These children 
are the kingdom’s pride and joy. Mark this: Unless you accept God’s 
kingdom in the simplicity of a child, you’ll never get in.’”  
Luke 18:15-17, The Message. 

Children are the future of any nation. Even more importantly, they de-
serve the investment of time, talent, and treasure of an entire village. 
The Neighbors in Need special mission offering in the United Church of 
Christ is a way in which members of our village can invest in children.  

A direct service investment could involve reading to children as well as 
teaching them to read. Statistics bear out that having a strong aptitude 
for reading and reading comprehension that is founded upon a solid 
education can lead to a better livelihood.  

This fall, the United Church of Christ launched an initiative to address 
literacy called Reading Changes Lives. The leaders of the UCC know 
that literacy is essential to equality and justice. This initiative will en-
courage churches across the denomination to participate first-hand in 
community service projects aimed at improving literacy rates among 
both children and adults. Further, it hopes to raise even more awareness 
about how illiteracy can directly impact a range of social justice issues.  

The ongoing initiative began with the UCC’s inaugural "One Read," an 
all-church read of the inspirational book, Hot Dogs and Hamburgers: 
Unlocking Life’s Potential by Inspiring Literacy at Any Age, by Rob 
Shindler. Our hope is that you are participating in this vital initiative.  

Neighbors in Need (NIN) is a special mission offering that supports 
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the US. One-third of 
NIN dollars support the Council for American Indian Ministries 
(CAIM). Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC's Justice and 
Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, ad-
vocacy efforts, and direct service projects. Please help do away with the 
yoke of illiteracy and give  
generously to NIN. 



First Congregational 

UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST 
 1200 Clark Street, Rapid City, SD 57701 

605-342-5787   uccoffice@rushmore.com      

www.rcfirstucc.org 

 

Our Church Family and Friends 

House Band 

Bob Moore,  liturgist 

Maya Hughes & Shay Osmera, acolytes 

Cam Miller, guestbook and nametags 

Usher Team 1 

Reva & Mark Ortega, greeters 

Peggy & Emily Eckholm, coffee hosts 

Robin Franson & Maynards, dishwashers 

  

Church Staff 

Rev. Dr. Ted E. Huffman 

Pastor and Teacher 
Rev. Susan R. Huffman 

Pastor and Teacher 
Rev. Kathleen Batchelder 

Pastor and Teacher 

Denise Webster 
Treasurer 

Julie Burton & Laura Switzer 
Administrative Colleagues 

Michael Bossen 

Bell Choir Director 
 

Michael Ross 

Organist 
Becky Umenthum 

Interim Adult Choir Director 
Gerry Boehrs 
Moderator 

Rev. Dr. Henry Bradshaw 
Pastor Emeritus 

Lynnell Parrott 
Organist Emerita 
Jack Humke, 

Doris Marie Strom 
Choir Directors Emeriti 

Thanks to: 


