
For dominion belongs to 
God and God rules 
over the nations. 

To God, indeed, shall all who 
sleep in the earth bow 
down; 

before God shall bow all 
who go down to the 
dust, 

and I shall live for God. 
Posterity will serve God; 
future generations will be 

told about God, 
and proclaim God’s          

deliverance 
to a people yet unborn, 
saying that God has done it. 
 
 

Psalm 22:28-31 
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Always Close 
The Second Sunday in Lent 
March 1, 2015 
Genesis 17:1-7; Psalm 22:23-31; Mark 8:31-38 

U Invites worshipers to stand in spirit or body as they are able. 
NCH - Indicates the New Century Hymnal 

SP&P - Indicates the Sing! Prayer and Praise songbook 
 

Gathering Song:    You Are Welcome Here             SP&P 26 

Welcome and Greetings 

Organ Voluntary     Preambule             L. Vierne 

Call to Worship 
One: “Walk before me, and be blameless,” said God to 

Abram, “And I shall make my covenant between me 
and you.” Quite openly we’ve measured that distance. 

All: Quite openly, we’ve stayed away. 
One: Quite openly, we’ve distanced ourselves. 
All: Quite openly, we didn’t want to be closer. 
One: Quite openly, we are not blameless. 
All: Quite openly, we are here. We are here to open 

ourselves to God. 
UProcession:    The God of Abraham Praise            NCH 24 

Confession 
One: Together we confess: 
All: We are quite open about our successes. We feel free 

to boast when we have done well, but we are not 
quite so open when things have gone wrong. We do 
not praise God. Instead, we recognize the distance 
between me and you, between you and God, be-
tween God and me. We open ourselves to our living 
God. 

A time for quiet reflection. 

Assurance of Pardon 
One: You can look behind. You can search ahead. God will 

meet you in between. 
All: God is always with us, between you and me. 

UPassing the Peace   



The Lesson:  Genesis 17:1-7         Pew Bible, OT  p. 12 

Exploring the Lesson with Children     Rev. Susan Huffman 

Anthem          In Remembrance           Buryl Red 

The Gospel:  Mark 8:31-38         Pew Bible, NT, p. 41 

Arjun Ayyangar, cantor 

Stepping Stones Presentation       Rev. Susan Huffman 



Meditation:  Always Close           Rev. Ted Huffman 

Hymn:     God, When I Came into This Life      NCH 354 

Moments of Mission: 
  One Great Hour of Sharing          Pat Wheaton 
  March Forth for Literacy 

Prayers of the People 
  Quiet Prayer 
 Pastoral Prayer 
  The Prayer of Our Savior (We use “debts” and “debtors.”)  

Offerings: 
 Invitation  
 Offertory          Adagio             C. Frank 
 UDoxology                                       NCH 780     
 UPrayer of Dedication 

Prayer Song:       Breathe On Me                SP&P 25 

Celebration of Communion 
One: The God of the Lenten journey be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Open your hearts to God, heirs of the covenant. 
All: We open them to the One who fills them with 

promise. 
One: Let us lift glad songs to our exceedingly faithful God. 
All: Our praise will resound in this great congregation. 

Song:     As the Grain was Scattered              SP&P 65 

One: Together we pray: “Walk before me,” you whispered 
to creation, God of the covenant, and wonders beyond 
imagination spring forth: 

All: bees flitting from flower to hive, planets spun from 
the gases of space, dinosaurs plodding through   
forests. 

One: All this exceeding fruitfulness was offered to those 
you shaped in your image, that we might live in rela-
tionship with you,  

All: but sin’s praises weakened our faith, and we stood 
in awe of death.  



One: Prophets came, calling us to set our minds on all 
things divine,  

All: but we turned a deaf ear to their impassioned 
pleadings.  

One: So you chose to send Jesus to teach us your heart by 
the way he lived and loved. With those who find self-
denial easy, with those who find their cross too heavy, 
we glorify you in these moments: 

All: Holy, holy, holy are you, God who calls us by new 
names. All creation praises your surpassing won-
ders. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is the One 
who comes to us for our sake. Hosanna in the    
highest. 

One: You are holy, God of every promise, and we are 
blessed by your Son, Jesus Christ. He did not act as if 
he had no use for us, but called us his sisters and 
brothers. 

All: He was not grossed out by those sins which torment 
us, but came to heal us.  

One: He did not turn a deaf ear to us, but listened to us in a 
way no one else ever did.   

All: He rebuked death, declaring, “get behind me,” as 
he walked out into resurrection’s dawn.  

One: As we remember Jesus’ ministry and death, as we 
would seek to live for him, we proclaim that mystery 
we know as faith:  

All: Christ died, taking up his cross and following God; 
Christ was raised, the covenant promise fulfilled; 
Christ will come, declaring “God has done it!” 

One: Because our faith depends on your grace, pour out 
your Spirit upon this feast and those you welcome to 
the Table. 

All: No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s 
journey, you are welcome here! 

One: As you nourish us with broken bread, send us forth to 
feed the poor until they are filled, to clothe the naked 
until they are warm. 

 
 



All: As you  strengthen us with the cup of grace, we will 
take the hand of searchers so, together, we may 
find you; we will welcome those rebuked by the 
world, so our hearts might live forever. 

One: And when you gather your great congregation around 
the Table of Christ, we will join our voices in pro-
claiming: 

All: “You have done it, God in Community, Holy One!” 
Amen. 

One: Here at this table we remember the night that Jesus 
shared this meal with his disciples. He took break, 
blessed and broke it and gave it to his followers,  

 saying: 
All: “This is my body, given for you. Whenever you eat, 

remember me.” 
One: Here also we remember how he took the cup, gave 

thanks and gave it to his followers. 
All: “Drink this, all of you. It is my blood freely given 

for you. Remember me when you drink.” 
One: Remembering, we come to the table to be fed. 
All: All is ready. We come. 

The bread in the center cup is gluten-free. 

Please hold the bread so that all may eat together. 

Please drink as you are served. 

One: Friends, let us say grace: 

All: Thank you God for this food and drink. Thank you 
God, for the opportunity to remember not only Je-
sus, but also faithful people of many places and 
times with whom we are united in this meal. Bless 
us that we might go forth renewed in spirit and 
ready to do your work in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



URecessional:       Sent Forth by God’s Blessing       NCH 76 

UBenediction   
One: Go now with God, on your journey through Lent. 
All: We will discover the new name given to each one 

we meet. 
One: Go now with Jesus, walking wherever he leads. 
All: We will put all our fears, as well as our longings, 

behind us. 
One: Go now with the Spirit, who is always full of           

surprises. 
All: We will share the good news called Jesus with     

everyone. 
Postlude                Finale-A Minor Chorale          C. Frank 

Worshipers are invited to be seated for the postlude. 

U Invites worshipers to stand in spirit or body as they are able. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
An invitation to quiet contemplation 
During the month of March, 2015, a     
Contemplative Communion service will be  
offered on Sundays at 8:30am in the Fireside 
Room and on Wednesdays at 8:00pm in the 
Sanctuary. These services will last approximately 
30 minutes and will include prayer, scripture and 
communion. All ages are welcome to participate.  



WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP MARCH                       
RUMMAGE AND BAKE SALE 

 
 The spring rummage sale is 
 fast approaching! Sale dates 
 are Friday, March 13 from 
 8am to 3pm and Saturday, 
 March 14 from 8am to 
 noon, with a bake sale on 
 Friday only.  
  
 To insure that we have everything ready, work days  will 
 start after fellowship on Sunday, March 8. With enough 
 help, Fellowship Hall  becomes “Sale Hall” in less than     
 1 1/2 hours. Weekday set up hours are Mon., March 9 
 through Thursday, March 12 from 9am to 3pm.       
 Pricing takes place on Thursday and we especially   
 appreciate help that day.   
 Rummage can be brought to the church after worship on 
 Sunday, March 8 or any time Monday, March 9 
 through Wednesday, March 11 from 9am to 3pm.  
 If you want to Be involved, remember to Bake some- 
 thing, Bring something, or Buy something! Profits from 

 the sale benefit the church as well as 
 local, national and international  
 groups chosen by the Women’s    
 Fellowship  Board. 
 We look forward to another successful 
 sale, and hope to see many of you at 
 the church the week of March 8-14!  
 For more information, talk to Laura 
 Boyd, Sue Maynard or Sybil Rounds. 

  



This Week’s Events 
Today:  Sunday, March 1 
 8:30am: Contemplative        
      Communion Service 
 8:30am: Adult Choir Practice 
 9:30am: Worship for All Ages 
 10:30am: Fellowship  
Monday, March 2 
 7:00pm: Suicide Support Group 
Tuesday, March 3  

12:00pm: Church Chat 
1:00pm: Craft Day 
1:15pm: Spiritual Practices 

Wednesday, March 4 
 9:30am: Kerygma Class 

11:30am: WF Board Meeting 
6:00pm: Bell Choir Practice 
6:30pm: United Church Youth  

 7:00pm: Adult Choir Practice 

 7:00pm: Dept. of Hospitality 
 8:00pm: Contemplative  
      Communion Service 
Thursday, March 5 
 12:00pm: UCM Thursday Forum 
Friday, March 6 

1:00pm: Stained Glass Project 
1:00pm: BH Watercolor Group 

Saturday, March 7 
5:30pm: Cornerstone Bird &  

   Bison Banquet 
Sunday, March 8 
 Daylight Savings Time Begins 
 8:30am: Contemplative  
      Communion Service  
 8:30am: Adult Choir Practice 
 9:30am: Worship; Sunday School 
 10:30am: Fellowship 

News and Events 
PRAYER CONCERNS 
Our thoughts and prayers are with 
Marvin Bitterman who was ad-
mitted to the hospital on Feb. 22. 
Please hold Darrel Anderson, 
brother-in-law of Patsy Parkin-
Valandra in your prayers as he 
battles cancer. Darrel is married to 
Patsy’s sister, Jan. 
Our prayers are with Margaret 
Putnam following her knee sur-
gery on February 19.  
Please hold John Winder, brother 
of Laura Boyd, in your prayers as 
he battles cancer.  
Our prayers are with the following 
members, families and friends:  
Bill Dittmer, Ed Dull, Carol 

Boyles’ brother, Terry, Myron 
Mason, Deb  Tompkins, Gwyn 
Wathen’s  mother, Cheryl 
Wathen, and Reverend Don 
Stoebner. 

BIRTHDAYS 
March 5:  Kay Wolff 
March 7:  Marvin Bitterman 

CHURCH OFFICE EMAIL 
Please use the email address                
uccoffice@rushmore.com when 
sending correspondence to the 
church office. Messages that are 
sent to Julie Burton’s or Laura 
Switzer’s email addresses may get 
overlooked. Thank you.  



News and Events 

CHURCH CHAT 
Our discussion of Lawrence An-
thony's book The Elephant     
Whisperer  will be wrapped up at 
our March 3 gathering of Church 
Chat, noon to 1pm in the Fireside 
Room. Jeanne and Tom Berry 
will lead our first discussion of 
Snow by Orhan Pamuk on        
March 17.  We will discuss   
chapters 1-15 on March 17.      
For more information, contact 
Bonnie Edwards, Barb Knight, 
or Georgia O'Connor. 

KERYGMA CLASS 
The first Kerygma class was can-
celled on February 25 due to the 
weather. Therefore, if you join us 
for Kerygma on Wednesday, 
March 4, you can get in on the 
ground floor with everyone else! 
We will meet at 9:30am in Room 
23. For more information, talk to 
Susan Huffman. 

THURSDAY FORUM                  
United Campus Ministry sponsors 
Thursday Forum on March 5 
from noon to 1pm. Native Sun 
News Editor, Tim Giago, will 
speak on “Contemporary Native 
American Issues” in the McKeel 
Room of Surbeck Center on the 
SDSM&T campus. For more infor-
mation, contact Kathleen  
Batchelder, Ruth Ann Karlen or 
Lois Moore.  

DEPT. OF HOSPITALITY                   
The Department of Hospitality will 
be hosting Bring a Friend to 
Church Sunday on March 15. We 
encourage you to bring a friend to 
church, to Sunday School and to a 
St. Patrick’s Day celebration dur-
ing fellowship hour. Come and 
enjoy the live Irish music, treats, 
and fun. For more information, 
contact Heather Heinert or  
Kathleen Batchelder. 

LIBRARY NEWS 
Readers’ Club Book Logs are due 
today. Awards will be presented 
on Sunday, March 8. 

SPRING LUNCHEON     
Women’s Fellowship is in need of 
a volunteer to organize the Spring 
Luncheon on May 2. This event 
will be cancelled for this year if no 
one is able to head it up. Contact 
Laura Boyd if you can help. 

ALTAR GUILD     
The Altar Guild is seeking         
volunteers to provide altar flowers 
for the Communion Table on   
Sundays, August 16 and 30.  
January 10 is 
also available in 
2016.  
Contact Sharon 
Darrow to sign 
up for any of 
these dates.           

  



                      Second Sunday in Lent 
                           March 1, 2015 
                           Psalm 22: 23-31 

 
Being Heard 

 
Part of empowerment is knowing that you are being heard. For 
women in many parts of the world, the silencing of their voices 
has been going on for far too long. Rev. Linda Jaramillo, UCC 
Justice and Witness Ministries executive minister, joined her col-
leagues at the YWCA of Palestine conference, “Women’s Free-
dom, Peace and Dignity in Palestine,” last September to help em-
power women in Israel-Palestine.   
 
"Palestinian Christian women want to be able to share their sto-
ry," Jaramillo said. "We'll see how they intertwine and connect in 
the landscape of peace." The conference was built around the 
United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325—a formal ex-
pression of the Council that calls for the inclusion of women in 
rehabilitation, resettlement, reintegration and post-conflict recon-
struction settings. 
 
"For us [in the UCC], violence against women and human traf-
ficking are important issues, but in the midst of war, it's probably 
quite a different experience and most of us have not had to face 
that firsthand," Jaramillo said. The visit to the West Bank was a 
way to connect with faith communities in a part of the world 
where war is nearly constant and the voices of women are not a 
part of the equation. "We go because it's important to maintain 
the relationships," Jaramillo said. "It's an opportunity to interact 
with women of other faith traditions, and it's a great opportunity 
to build relationships across the globe." 
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Our Church Family and Friends 
Cam Miller, guestbook and nametags 
Sybil and Chuck Rounds, greeters 

Usher Team 1 
Corrin Burke and Cayden Heinert, acolytes 

Jay Davis,  liturgist 
The Adult Choir 

Arjun Ayyangar, cantor 
Cindy Ledford and Laura Switzer, coffee hosts 

Sybil and Chuck Rounds, dishwashers 
Aparna Ayyanger, Readers’ Corner Reader 

Church Staff 

Rev. Dr. Ted E. Huffman 
Pastor and Teacher 

Rev. Susan R. Huffman 
Pastor and Teacher 

Rev. Kathleen Batchelder 
Pastor and Teacher 
Denise Webster 

Treasurer 
Julie Burton & Laura Switzer 
Administrative Colleagues 

Michael Bossen 
Bell Choir Director 

 

Michael Ross 
Organist 

Becky Umenthum 
Interim Adult Choir Director 

Gerry Boehrs 
Moderator 

Rev. Dr. Henry Bradshaw 
Pastor Emeritus 
Lynnell Parrott 
Organist Emerita 

Jack Humke, 
Doris Marie Strom 

Choir Directors Emeriti 

Thanks to: 


