
UNITED CHURCH 



Mysterious Encounter 
Trinity Sunday/First Sunday after Pentecost 
May 31, 2015 
Psalm 29; John 3:1-17 

 Invites worshipers to stand in spirit or body as they are able. 
NCH - Indicates the New Century Hymnal 

Welcome and Greetings 
One: We come to this place seeking newness in our lives. 
All: No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s 

journey, you are welcome here! 
Organ Prelude   Little Prelude in G minor       J.S. Bach 

Call to Worship 
One: Come into this household of the living God, the Three 

in One. Gather in the wonder of the mystery that God 
has invited us to share. 

All: We have come as the family of Christ, led by the 
Spirit of God. 

One: Ascribe to the Divine glory and strength; ascribe to 
God the glory that is due. Worship the Triune God in 
the Beauty of Holiness. 

All: Our hope is that in this time of worship and learn-
ing we might embrace what lies beyond our imagi-
nation and understanding. 

Procession:     Come Now, Almighty God        NCH 275 
Invocation  

All: O God of Mystery, within your very self you model 
the beloved community. You are the Wisdom with-
in our hearts, the Word who dwells among us, and 
the Spirit who calls us beyond ourselves. Let us 
know your presence here today in a new way that 
we might celebrate your love and go forth rejoicing 
with the Prophet Isaiah, saying: “Here am I. Send 
me.” 

Passing the Peace  

 

 



The Response: Psalm 29 
One: Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the 

LORD glory and strength. Ascribe to the LORD the glo-
ry of his name; worship the LORD in holy splendor. 

All: The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God 
of glory thunders, the LORD, over mighty waters. 

One: The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the 
LORD is full of majesty. 

All: The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; the LORD 
breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 

One: He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Sirion like a 
young wild ox. 

All: The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 
One: The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the 

LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
All: The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl, and 

strips the forest bare; and in his temple all say, 
Glory! 

One: The LORD sits enthroned over the flood, the LORD sits 
enthroned as king forever. 

All: May the LORD give strength to his people! May the 
LORD bless his people with peace! 

The Celebration of Baptism 
All: We, who witness and celebrate this sacrament, 

promise our love, support, and care to the one 
about to be baptized as she lives and grows in 
Christ. 

Hymn:      Child of Blessing, Child of Promise      NCH 325 

The Gospel: John 3:1-17         Pew Bible, NT, p. 89 

A Time of Sharing with our Children   Rev. Susan Huffman 

Hymn:          Creator God, Creating Still      NCH 278 

Meditation:  Mysterious Encounter      Rev. Ted Huffman 

Prayers of the People 
  Church Concerns: 
  Quiet Prayer 
  



 Pastoral Prayer 
  The Prayer of Our Savior (We use “debts” and “debtors.”)  

Offerings: 
 Invitation  
     Offertory          Siciliano            J.S. Bach 
 Doxology                                       NCH 780     
 Prayer of Dedication 

Recessional:        Holy, Holy, Holy            NCH 277 

Benediction   

Postlude              Toccata in C Minor         L. Boellmann 

Worshipers are invited to be seated for the postlude. 

 Invites worshipers to stand in spirit or body as they are able. 

 

 

 

 

BAPTISM 
Baptized this morning is Olivia Lynn Diedtrich, daughter of Jenny and 
Jacob Diedtrich. Olivia was born January 9, 2015. We rejoice with 
Jake, Jenny and all their family as we celebrate this sacrament.  

ALTAR FLOWERS 
The bouquet on the Communion Table this morning is given by the Al-
tar Guild, in thankfulness for  this congregation.  
“Praise the Lord! O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his 
steadfast love endures forever!”                    Psalm 106:1 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
Please hold the following in your prayers as they battle cancer:  Laura 
Boyd’s brother , John Winder; Carol Boyles’ brother , Terry       
Hammon; Jill Kundtz’s sister-in-law, Mindy; Sheila Long’s mother, 
Debbie Torrey; and Gwyn Wathen’s mother , Cheryl.  
Our thoughts and prayers are with the following members, families and 
friends: Marvin Bitterman; Carol Boyles’ brother, Rex Hammon; Bill 
Dittmer; Robin Franson’s sister , Jo Mayber; Mavis Iverson; Ida 
Muree St. Pierre; Jane Seaton’s daughter , Gail Johnson and Rev. 
Don Stoebner. 



This Week’s Events 
Sunday, May 31 
 9:30am: Worship 
 10:30am: Fellowship 
 11:30am: Messabout at  
  Sheridan Lake 
 3:30pm: The Well Service 
Monday, June 1 
 6:00pm: Evening Rotary Group 
Tuesday, June 2 
 1:00pm: Craft Day 

1:15pm: Spiritual Practices 
Wednesday, June 3  
 7:00pm: Dept. of Hospitality 

Friday, June 4 
  SD Conference Annual    
  Meeting in Sioux Falls 
 1:00pm: BH Watercolor Group 
 1:00pm: Stained Glass Project 
Saturday, June 5 
  SD Conference Annual Meeting  
 9:00am: Woodchuck Splitting 
Sunday, June 6 
  SD Conference Annual Meeting 
 9:30am: Worship for All Ages 
 10:30am: Fellowship 
 3:30pm: The Well Service 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
All children ages 3-grade 5 (completed) are  invited 
to come to VBS June 15-19 and hear  stor ies Jesus 
told. Parents are invited to eat with their children each 
day at 5:30pm before the evening’s activities which 
will run from 6:00pm to 8:00pm. To register, pick up 
a form on the table in the Narthex, call the church at 
342-5787, or email susanucc@rushmore.com.        

BIRTHDAYS 
June 1: Evelyn Bradshaw 
June 2: Michael Bartling 
June 3: Melvin Herra 
June 5: Julie LaCroix 
 Patsy Parkin-Valandra 

CHURCH DIRECTORIES 
Updated church directories are 
available on the table in the Nar-
thex and in the church office. 

LOVE INC - CLOTHE-A-KID 
Love INC’s Clothe-a-Kid program 
helps parents make their dollars 
stretch so that their children, ages 

5-14, can have new clothes and 
feel good about starting school in 
the fall. Sign-up in the Fellowship 
Hall following worship today.  
For more information, contact 
Laura Switzer at 399-9925. 

CRAFT GROUP PET BEDS  
The Craft Group has been making 
pet beds. They are made from 
brand new, clean scraps left over 
from our quilting projects and are 
located in Fellowship Hall. Please 
take a bed if you need one. If you 
wish to make a donation for the 
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News and Events 
bed, the money will go to the 
church roofing project. If you want 
a bed and they are all gone, please 
let us know and we will make 
more. Thank you. 

GREETING CARDS  
The Craft Group has recently add-
ed many new handmade greeting 
cards to the boxes in the Fellow-
ship Hall. The cards sell for $2.00 
each and proceeds go to church 
outreach programs. The Craft 
Group meets every Tuesday from 
1:00 to 3:00pm. For  more infor -
mation, contact Carol Boyles or 
Sue Maynard.   

MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS   
Three music scholarships are now 
available. Further details and ap-
plication forms can be found 
online at www.rcfirstucc.com or at 
the church office. Applications are 
due in the church office today. 

SANCTUARY CLEANING 
The Sanctuary cleaning day has 
been rescheduled to Tuesday, June 
2 at 9:00am. Hope to see you 
there!  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Starting June 2, the church office 
will be open from 9:00am to 
1:00pm Tuesday through Fri-
day.  

LIBRARY NEWS               
Attention Readers Club Read-
ers! Spend some time reading 
this summer so that you can turn in 

your Reader’s Club book logs 
when they are due on Sunday, 
June 7. Awards will be presented 
on Sunday, June 14. 

PLACERVILLE CAMPS 
Camp fees go up tomorrow! Reg-
ister now! Remember, First Con-
gregational Church pays half of 
camp fees. Information is posted 
on the church bulletin board. Find 
further details and register at 
placervillecamp.net. 

4TH TUES. LADIES LUNCH 
Fourth Tuesday Ladies Lunch 
group will continue to meet at Mi-
nerva’s Restaurant at 11:30am 
on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month throughout the summer. 
Please gather at the front desk. The 
group will then be seated after it is 
determined how many are coming.  
For more information, contact 
Joyce Tripp at 342-1352.  

CASA PROGRAM 
The Seventh Circuit CASA Pro-
gram is taking applications for 
new volunteer training beginning 
in Rapid City on July 11, 2015. 
Court Appointed Special Advocate 
(CASA) Volunteers give children 
a “voice in court”  by speaking up 
for their best interests and help to 
find them safe, loving and perma-
nent homes. Information is posted 
on the church bulletin board or 
contact Anne at (605) 394-2203 or 
annedunne@casaoafrapidcity.org. 
 



          Trinity Sunday / First Sunday after Pentecost 
                             May 31, 2015 
                             John 3:1-17 
 

 
Youth at General Synod 

 
Anyone who has raised or worked with or even remembers what it was 
like to be a teenager would probably agree that the ages between 13 and 
20 can be . . . tumultuous.  Exploring and testing boundaries, question-
ing authority, and sometimes rebelling against the status quo can all be 
part of the process.  Churches, if creative enough, can channel the curi-
osity that characterizes those years to make a connection with young 
adults. Sometimes, those connections can be made in some “unexpected 
places,” which happens to be the theme for the Youth and Young 
Adults at General Synod (Y&YA@GS) program scheduled for June 26 
through June 30 in Cleveland, Ohio.  
 
The initial youth gathering will take place on Thursday, June 25th, a day 
before the official start of General Synod. 
 
“We like to say that the youth are the ones unofficially welcoming eve-
ryone to General Synod, because we are there before everyone,” said 
Rev. Waltrina Middleton, minister for youth advocacy and leadership 
formation. “We are lifting up the theme of ‘Unexpected Places’ through 
a variety of activities and events for our youth that require immersion in 
the city,” Middleton said.  Part of that immersion will be experiencing 
the Gordon Square Arts District—a theater and arts stronghold on 
Cleveland’s west side that revitalized a neighborhood and has been an 
agent for change; participating in the Cleveland Pride Parade; joining 
Bread for the World and Cleveland city agencies that reach out to those 
who are homeless and hungry; attending a workshop on literacy and 
staffing literacy busses stocked with books donated by UCC youth to be 
distributed across the city. These events “challenge them to think be-
yond the traditional walls and how we equip the church for the future,” 
Middleton said. Visit the Y&YA@GS website at ucc.org/synod/youth 
for more information. 
 

 



UNITED CHURCH 
 1200 Clark Street, Rapid City, SD 57701 
605-342-5787   uccoffice@rushmore.com      

www.rcfirstucc.com 

Our Church Family and Friends 

Cam Miller, guestbook and nametags 

Reva, Cody and Mark Ortega, greeters 

Usher Team 5 

 Isabel Bryant and Maya Hughes, acolytes 

Susan Kelts,  liturgist 

Dorothy Davis and Kandee Snoozy, coffee hosts 

Peggy Eckholm and Terry Whiting, dishwashers 

 

Church Staff 

Rev. Dr. Ted E. Huffman 
Pastor and Teacher 

Rev. Susan R. Huffman 
Pastor and Teacher 

Rev. Kathleen Batchelder 
Pastor and Teacher 
Denise Webster 

Treasurer 
Julie Burton & Laura Switzer 
Administrative Colleagues 

Michael Bossen 
Bell Choir Director 

 

Michael Ross 
Organist 

Dr. Stephen Branch 
Adult Choir Director 

Gerry Boehrs 
Moderator 

Rev. Dr. Henry Bradshaw 
Pastor Emeritus 
Lynnell Parrott 
Organist Emerita 

Jack Humke, 
Doris Marie Strom 

Choir Directors Emeriti 

Thanks to: 


