
   

THE CALL 
TO WORSHIP 

The total cost of our  
projects is estimated 
to be $631,637.  

In This Issue 
• Changes to the Call 

• Bridge Marathon, p. 5 

• Sunday School pic-
nic, p. 6 

• New Choir Director, 
p. 9 

• Strengthen the 
Church. p. 12 

We are called to lead in our time between our frontier heritage and our unfolding future. 

Capital Funds Decision May 3 
The Church Board has called for a special meeting of the congregation on Sun-
day, May 3, following worship for the purpose of voting on the authorization of a 
capital funds drive for church building needs. All members are urged to participate. 

Six Major Projects—One Mission 
While maintaining our beautiful building and continuing effective ministry in our 
congregation, we have identified six major projects to secure the future of our con-
gregation. In the next 5 years it is proposed that we: 

• Install a new fireproof roof that respects the architectural integrity of our   
building. The projected cost of this is $269,837. 

• Install modern air handlers in our sanctuary and fellowship hall to increase 
comfort and energy efficiency at a projected cost of $26,600. 

• Replace our aging boiler with a new energy-efficient heating system. We   
estimate $153,400 will accomplish this. 

• Install a vertical access lift to our choir loft for those for whom the stairs are a 
barrier. Cost will be $35,000. 
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Big Changes are Coming 
Over the next several months we will be changing the way that The 
Call newsletter is distributed. We want to provide you with what you 
need, but we need also to be reasonable with costs and get the infor-
mation to our people in a timely manner. 

Here is some information about various ways to continue to receive The Call: 

Electronic Edition will be Mobile-enabled 
The Call is already available for electronic subscription. Each month sub-
scribers receive an e-mail with a link to the electronic version. This can already be 
read with computers, mobile phones and tablets. Beginning in August the elec-
tronic version will be optimized  for iPad, Kindle and Nook. You can subscribe by 
following the link under “participate” on the church web site or sending an e-mail to   
uccoffice@rushmore.com. 

Print Edition for pickup 
Also beginning with the August edition, copies of the printed version of The Call 
will be available for pickup at the church. Because so many people want electronic 
subscriptions, our numbers will be too low to make bulk mailing practical. We will 
be encouraging as many members and friends as possible to pick up their printed 
copy at the church. 

Receive The Call in the Mail  
Church members and friends who are shut-in will receive The Call via 1st class 
mail at no additional charge. Members who are able to get out for worship, but 
who still would like to receive The Call in the mail can subscribe for $10 per year 
to cover the cost of postage. The 1st class postage should mean that The Call will 
arrive earlier in the week.  

For more information, contact the church office. 

Messing 
About 
In “Wind in the Willows,” Mole and 
Rat are rowing on the canal when 
Rat declares, “Believe me, my 
young friend, there is nothing—
absolutely nothing—half so much 
worth doing as simply messing 
about in boats. Simply messing . . . 
About in boats—or with boats. In 
or out of ‘em, it doesn’t matter.” 

Since I believe that the church is 
all about the things in life that are 
worth doing, I propose an oppor-
tunity for messing about in boats—
or with boats, in or out of ‘em.  
After church on Sunday, May 31, 
I’ll take my trailer with three or four 
canoes, an equal number of kay-
aks and a rowboat as well to the 
north boat ramp at Sheridan Lake. 
I’m inviting everyone who is inter-
ested to bring a picnic lunch and  
join us for a “May Messabout.”  

Building boats is a hobby of mine, 
but not often seen by members of 
the church. Take a look at what I 
do when I’m not at the office. Join 
me for some simple, plain fun. 
You’ll get to see a different side of 

me.        —Pastor Ted 

Boats ready to go 
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• Remodel a former bathroom currently used as a storage area into a family 
assist bathroom to increase capacity and provide privacy for those who need 
assistance. $8,500 will accomplish this goal. 

• Install air conditioning in the sanctuary and fellowship hall for the comfort of 
our members and guests and to maintain our ability to host our community for 
special concerts and events. Cost for this project is projected at $138,300. 

Your participation is needed 
The meeting is designed to encourage conversation and share specific plans of 
how the funds will be raised. Input from congregational members is essential to the 
decisions that we face.  For more information, please contact the church office or 
any member of the Church Board. 
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Moderator’s 
Musings                         

By Gerry Boehrs 

 
 
Our constitution provides 
for a church board which 
reports to the congrega-
tion, and six departments 
which report to the board.  
The constitution is clear 
about the authority and 
responsibilities of each 
department and of the 
board, and which matters 
are reserved to the con-
gregation. Good commu-
nication is important for 
this to work smoothly.  
Thus, department chair-
persons are members of 
the board, and they sub-
mit monthly activity re-
ports to the board. The 
board meets monthly to 
review these reports and 
to act on matters requir-
ing board approval. I am 
pleased to report to you 
that we have strong lead-
ers communicating and 
working well together, 
and it is a joy for me to 
work with them all. 
 

Board and Departments 
From the Church Board by Eileen Rossow, clerk 

The church board met on Tuesday, April 21st, with Moderator Gerry 
Boehrs leading the meeting. The Capital Funds Process continues. 
Please mark your calendars for a Special Meeting following church ser-
vices on May 3rd. A presentation will be given on Phase II of the Capital 
Projects, "Frontiers to Futures." One of the projects in Phase II is the re-
placement of the church building roof. One of the bidders on the roof re-
placement has put a new roof on the shed to the west of the church so 
that the congregation can see what the roof product will look like. A new 
computer to replace a 2007 model that was on its last legs has been pur-
chased for use by the church staff. The Well Church has requested the 
use of the UCC church facilities on a temporary basis for their services on 
Sunday afternoons. The board has approved the interim agreement for 
the months of May through August. The next board meeting will be   
Tuesday, May 19, 2015. 

Department of Hospitality by Heather Heinert                 

The Department of Hospitality invites everyone to come to the “Muffins for 
Mom” celebration on Mothers’ Day, Sunday May 10. Join us following 
worship in Fellowship Hall. For more information, contact Heather Heinert 
or any member of the Dept. of Hospitality.  
Department of Ministries by Pat Wheaton 

Thank you to everyone who buys grocery gift cards after the Sunday wor-
ship services. Church Response is grateful for the funds it receives to 
support its food bank. This month the requested food donation item is 
PEANUT BUTTER, and that and other food or toiletry items can be 
placed in the grocery cart in the Narthex or entry way. 
On May 24th, Pentecost Sunday, the Strengthen the Church offering will 
be taken. This special fund will be used to support church growth and 
leadership development in the United Church of Christ. 
The Ministries Department will provide an evening meal at the Corner-
stone Rescue Mission on Friday, May 29th. We welcome volunteers to 
help prepare the food on Thursday morning, May 28th, and several  bak-
ers to provide two dozen cookies for dessert. 

Memoir Writing  
The Memoir Writing Group will meet Thursday, May 28 at 1:30pm in the 
church library. Everyone is invited to come share a written story 
from your life, or just come to listen and have a cup of tea. The group 
meets on the 4th Thursday of each month unless it is a holiday.  
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News from Church 
Cinnamon Rolls 
The Good Morning Circle will be serving cinnamon rolls prior to the spe-
cial meeting of the congregation on Sunday, May 3. Donations will be ac-
cepted and given the Cornerstone Women and Children’s Home. 

Thank You                                                      
Thank you to the Adult Choir, the Bell Choir and all the soloists and instru-
mentalists for their inspirational musical offerings during worship this year. 
Everyone’s commitment of time and talent is appreciated by all.  
A special thank you goes out to Becky Umenthum who has served as the 
interim Adult Choir director since September.  
The Adult Choir’s final performance during worship this spring will be on 
May 17. 

 

 

 

Bell Choir 
The Bell Choir’s final musical 
offering will be on Sunday, May 
17, and will feature “Immortal, 
Invisible” and “Holy, Holy, 
Holy”. On April 19, the Bell 
Choir performed in the front of 
the sanctuary. We want to 
thank everyone who helped us 
move tables, bell cases, and 
other equipment down from the 
balcony the prior Sunday and 
then helped us move it back up 
to the balcony after the April 19 
service. We appreciate your 
help. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Bell Choir  

Music Scholarships for 2015-2016 
Application forms are available for three music scholarships for Rapid City 
area students or musicians connected to a musical organization in Rapid 
City. 
The scholarship fund was established in 1979 and is named for music pa-
tron, Inabelle Willard and organist, Zona White. Two $1500 scholarships will 
be awarded in honor of Zona White and one $1000 scholarship awarded in 
honor of Inabelle Willard. 
Post-high school students interested in pursuing music studies and adults 
participating in music-related fields may be eligible for the one-year scholar-
ships. Applicants may be considered even if their primary field of study is 
not music, but provides training he/she expects to use by participating in 
community music groups. 
Application forms are available online at www.rcfirstucc.com or at the 
church office.  
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Why do we do that? 

A conversation with the 
Department of Worship 

The Paschal 
Candle 
Observant worshipers will 
have noticed that the tall 
candle next to the baptis-
mal font was replaced on 
Easter Sunday with a 
brand new candle. Once 
again the candle is so tall 
that the candle lighters 
have to use a step stool 
to get it lit. Many mem-
bers of our congregation 
can remember the time 
before this candle was 
present in our sanctuary.  

The tradition of a candle 
that lasts the entire year 
in Christian Churches is 
very ancient. Images of 
Jesus as the light of the 
world abound in the Gos-
pels and the candle is a 
reminder of Jesus’ pres-
ence in our lives. On spe-
cial occasions we pro-
cess with the paschal 
candle as well.  

Our paschal candle is 
provided in memory of 
David Seaman who was 
instrumental in reviving 
this tradition in our con-
gregation when he served 
as a member of the De-
partment of Worship.  

The candle is removed on 
Good Friday and re-
placed with a new candle 
each Easter. 

Woodchuck Society News by Sybil and Chuck Rounds Welcome to 

spring! The Woodchucks are fully out of hiberna on and back to work. We will 
be spli ng wood on Saturdays in May, 9:00am - noon, so grab your gloves and 
join us. Dave Ledford will be in charge on the first two Saturdays, so if you have 
ques ons please call Dave. He’ll be the one to make weather related cancella-

ons.  
There are still some logs to be picked up at various locations, but no plans 
are in place for that right now. We will send emails to interested people 
regarding that work, so if you are not on our list but would like to know 
what’s happening, please send your contact information to 
cwskrounds@gmail.com and we’ll put you on the list.   
The annual Woodchuck Society picnic will be held on Wednesday, June 
24. Additional information will be included in your invitation, so watch for 
those by the middle of May.  

Library News                                                             
Our church library, made possible by donations, offers books not found in 
any other Rapid City library. 
Sybil and Chuck Rounds have donated two books about our sister church 
in los Guidos, Costa Rica. One Step Ahead by W. Dayton Roberts details 
the lives of Susan and Harry Strachan, missionaries in the Latin American 
Mission beginning in 1921. The book was a gift from Ann and Bob Jeffery, 
who worked for more than thirty-five years at los Guidos. 
Adventures with God, Missionary Life of David and Georgina Solt, by Lois 
Solt Emr Blackwell, records letters of the mission life with the Latin Ameri-
can Mission. This book was given to Sybil and Chuck by the Solt daughter, 
Lillian, who works as a missionary with United World Mission. 
Shirley Baumgartner has donated a rare children’s book published in Eng-
land, Lucie Atwell’s Pop-Up Book of Rhymes. Lucie Atwell was famous for 
her sculpted clothes for kids. 

GMC Bridge Marathon 
The Good Morning Circle Bridge has completed forty-two years of play. 
The year end luncheon was held at the Elks Club on April 18, 2015. We 
had eighteen members this year. Fifteen members and five guests attend-
ed the luncheon. Carol Donnenwirth and Joan Arneson made all of the 
arrangements and decorations for the luncheon. This year we made a 
profit of $171.73. The winners of this year’s marathon are:                      
1st Place--Jane Ireland and Joan 
Koch, 2nd Place--Carol Donnen-
wirth and Shirley Brockman and          
3rd Place---Betty Bossen and 
Janice Bielmaier. The winners for 
the bridge played at the luncheon 
are: 1st Place--Dorothy Davis,     
2nd Place--Guyla Sturgeon and   
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Education News 
Sunday School Picnic 
FOOD, FUN and FLOWERS are all a part of the plan for Sunday, May 17. 
Join us as we celebrate the end of the Sunday School year and show our 
appreciation to the teachers and students of the Sunday School. It’s a 
great time to give thanks for all the faith learning that has gone on this 
year! 

During worship, the teachers will be acknowledged and thanked for their 
dedication. This year’s teachers are: Pandi Bollock (preschool) Sharon 
Darrow (younger elementary) Jenny Seals (older elementary), Becky 
Fleming (middle school), Lynn Grauman (middle school) and Patti Rea, 
(music). Wednesday night Youth Group Assistants for 2014-2015 are 
Courtney Strampe, Nick Strampe and Ryan Webster.  

After recognizing the teachers, the children and youth will go to the Fire-
side Room for some fun “play day” activities, including Bible story related 
games and planting seeds. It will be a special time of fun and recognition 
for all the kids.  

The Annual Sunday School picnic will be held following worship. Ham-
burgers, buns, condiments and beverages will be provided. Table service 
will also be provided. Please bring a salad, dessert or side dish to share. 

Vacation Bible School  
Mark your calendars now for this year’s Vacation Bible School! Stories 
Jesus Told is the theme for this year. The dates are June 15-19, 2015. 
This year, we’ll be learning parables that Jesus told his disciples. We’ll 
look at these stories and see what we can learn, too. The stories include: 

• The Great Banquet 

• The Lost Coin 

• The Lost Sheep 

• The Prodigal Son 

• The Good Samaritan 

• The Parable of the Sower 

All these stories are wonderful tales that help us learn important lessons.  

Placerville Camps  
Sign up now for summer camp at 
Placerville.  

June 15-18: Women’s Camp, for 
women over 18, including child-
care and activities for preschoolers 
through those children who are 
completing the first grade.  

June 15-18: Shining Stars runs 
concurrently with Women’s Camp, 
but provides a separate camp ex-
perience for kids who have com-
pleted grades 2 or 3.  

June 21-26: Seekers, for kids 
who have completed 4th or 5th 
grades 

June 26-28: Grand Camp, a spe-
cial opportunity for grandpar-
ents to share camp with their 
grandchildren, age 3-10. 

July 5-10: Faith Explorers, for 
youth who have completed grades 
6-8 

July 12-18: Crossroads, for 
youth who have completed grades 
9-12 

July 19-25: Family Camp: for 
families of all ages 

August 4-18: Satyagraha Insti-
tute Training Leaders in the tra-
ditions of nonviolence 

Remember: First Congregation-
al Church pays half of the regis-
tration fee for ALL CAMPERS. 
For more information, talk to 
Susan Huffman or Becky Fleming.  

Find more details about the camps 
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Graduates 
Graduation from high 
school is a Rite of Pas-
sage point in a young 
person’s life—and in their 
families’ lives. This year, 
we will honor the high 
school graduates on Sun-
day, May 24 during the 
9:30am worship service.   

This year’s high school 
graduates include:  

• Adam Grigg 

• Anna Hughes 

• Adam Koehn 

• Hadlee Kronmiller 

• Kevin Long 

• Johnathan Nickel 

Join us as we celebrate 
the Spirit’s movement in 
the church at Pentecost 
and in the lives of these 
young people as they 
graduate.  

Please contact the church 
office with names and 
information about other 
graduations that will be 
taking place. We’d like to 
offer our congratulations 
to college and other 
grads in the next issue of 
The Call.  

Each day’s activities begin at 5:30 pm with dinner for the whole family. 
Everyone is welcome to share the meal. After dinner, the program begins 
in the sanctuary with introduction of the day’s story and theme. Then, the 
kids go their classes and rotate among the story center, the game center 
and the arts and crafts center. The program time runs from 6:00-8:00 pm. 

Vacation Bible School is for kids age 3 through grade 5 (completed). It’s a 
great time to bring your friends, so invite friends, neighbors and cousins to 
share the fun of VBS. 

United Church Youth 
On Saturday, May 2, the youth will participate in Bowl for Kids’ Sake, bowl-
ing at Robbinsdale Lanes at 3:00 pm.  

On Wednesday, May 6, the youth will share in the annual close-of-the-
year Pizza Party at the Mount Rushmore Road Pizza Hut. Meet at Pizza 
Hut at 6:30 pm.  

On Earth Day, the youth and their families participated in Rapid City 
Cleanup. Pictured are members of our Cleanup Crew: Rowan Evans, No-
ah Sprezier (peeking out from behind the discarded sign) Ross Eckholm, 
Danette Eckholm, Kevin Long (looking out from behind the other side of 
the sign), Evan Eckholm, Cayden Heinert, Emily Maltaverne, Emily Eck-
holm, Sheila Long and Brent Long. Ten bags of trash were collected, 
along with the wayward sign. Thanks to all who helped! 
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Birthdays 
May 2:  Linda Parrott 

May 3:  Evan Gallentine 

May 5:  Jack Carpenter 

May 6:  Trent Eddy 

     Mae Louise Zeise 

May 7:  Oscar Stradinger 

May 9:  Kenny Umenthum 

May 10: Gerald Koch 

     Georgia O’Connor 

     Wyatt Trana 

May 11: Sharon Darrow 

     Lily Hamann 

May 12: Linnea Putnam 

May 13: Mimi Comley 

     Lois Herndon 

May 15: Lisa Lyons 

May 16: Merrick Fisher 

May 18: Loretta Davis 

May 21: Oona Evans 

     Lia Green 

May 23: John Arneson 

     Steve Roskam 

     Terry Whiting 

May 24: Gordon Magnusson 

May 25: Jane Anderson 

     Macey Wathen 

May 26: Al Dymock 

May 28: Melanie Garstenshlager 

     Adam Grigg 

May 30: Siri Palm 

 

 

 

In Our Prayers 
Our sympathy and prayers go out to 
the family of Julie Burton, following 
the death of her mother, Wilma 
Paulsen.  
Our thoughts and prayers are with 
Patsy Parkin-Valandra, following 
the death of her brother-in-law,  
Darrel Anderson.  
Please hold Kathleen and Michael 
Batchelder in your prayers fol-
lowing the death of Michael’s uncle, 
John Batchelder. 
Our prayers are with the family of 
Traci Ficken, following her death. 
Services were held at our church in 
April. 
Our sympathy goes out to the family 
of Ed Dull, following his death. Ser-
vices were held at our church in 
April. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with 
the family of Lynn Burgad, following 
her death. Services will be held at 
our church on Saturday, May 2 at  
1:00pm. 
Our sympathy and prayers go out to 
the family of Sharon Darrow follow-
ing the death of her brother-in-law, 
Brad Davidson. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with 
Heather Heinert, Sue Maynard 
and Jim Fleming as they recover 
from surgery. 

Please hold the following in your 
prayers as they battle cancer: 
Jill Kundtz’s sister-in-law, Mindy, 
Carol Boyles’ brother, Terry      
Hammon, Sheila Long’s mother, 
Debbie Torrey, Laura Boyd’s   
brother, John Winder, and Gwyn 
Wathen’s mother, Cheryl Wathen.  
 

 

 

 
Other church members are in 
our prayers, including: 
Marvin Bitterman, Bill Dittmer, 
Vivian Dittmer, Mavis Iverson, 
and Ida Muree St. Pierre. 
At Westhills South:  
          Shirley Triggs  
At Bella Vista:       Kay Wolff 

Please also hold the 
following family and friends 
of our church members in 
your prayers: 
Robin Franson’s sister, Jo 
Mayber, Jane Seaton’s 
daughter, Gail and Rev. Don 
Stoebner.  

In Military Service: 
Kyle Kloeckl (Ed and Ginny 
Ensz’s grandson), and Melanie 
Moore, and all serving our 
country.   

Member News and Notes 
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Birthday              
Celebration 

The family of Eunice Johnson 
and the Good Morning Circle 
invite everyone to an open 
house reception for Eunice’s 
85th birthday. The celebration 
will take place in the Fellowship 
Hall on Sunday, May 24 from 
2:00 to 4:00pm. 



 

Welcome 
Stephen 
Branch 
The Church Board is 
pleased to announce the 
hiring of Dr. Stephen 
Branch as our new Choir 
Director. Dr. Branch has 
an extensive background 
in musical performance 
and music education as 
well as many years of 
experience with church 
choirs.  

Dr. Branch is a member 
of the American Guild of 
Musical Artists and the 
National Association of 
Teachers of Singing. 

Dr. Branch will direct our 
choir in worship on May 
10 and will begin his work 
as our choir director on 
June 1. A “meet and 
greet” coffee hour is be-
ing planned for June 14 
following worship.  

Please offer a warm wel-
come to our new choir 
director. 

Thank You 
I would like to express my thanks 
and appreciation for the handsome 
prayer shawl that was given to me 
during my recent recuperation from 
surgery. I feel the warmth of the 
prayer shawl and I realize how much 
loving work went into this ongoing 
project.  
      Your friend - Bruce Wilkinson 

I want to thank everyone in the con-
gregation for their thoughts and pray-
ers while my dad was in the hospital 
recovering from influenza and pneu-
monia. The prayers helped and 
physically he is well enough to be 
back at the nursing home. While he 
has recovered physically, the de-
mentia continues to be a daily chal-
lenge. Special thanks to Kathleen for 
the hospital visit and thank you for 
the prayer shawl as well. He wraps 
up in it every day.      
         Kevin Sandmeier 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Jenna and Dave 
Cruz on the birth of their son, Kain 
Delgado, born on March 31. He 
joins big brothers, Jayce and Steel. 
Proud family members in our congre-
gation include grandparents, Patti 
and Charlie Rea, great-
grandparents, Joan and John 
Arneson, aunt and uncle, Shyla 
and Jeff Anderson and cousins, 
Vaya and Ella Anderson. 

Bells of the Hills 
The Bells of the Hills spring concert 
is Sunday, May 3, 2:30pm, at South 
Canyon Lutheran Church. The 
theme is “Celebrate!” and the music 
ranges from classical to contempo-
rary. Selections include “How Lovely 
is Thy Dwelling Place” by Johannes 

Brahms, “Dance Before the Lord” by 
Michael Helman, “The Best of John 
Williams” arranged by Douglea E. 
Wagner, “One Great Spirit” by Kath-
leen Wissinger composed for her 
niece and friends at Pine Ridge, and 
“Korobeiniki,” a Russian folk song 
arranged by Matthew Prins. Three of 
our First Congregational handbell 
ringers are members:  Michael 
Bossen, Becky Umenthum, and 
Ryan Webster.   

4th Tuesday Ladies 
Lunch Group 

All ladies of the church are invited to 
join the Fourth Tuesday Ladies 
Lunch group on May 26 at 11:30am 
at Minerva’s Restaurant. This 
group will continue to meet on the 
fourth Tuesdays of each month 
throughout the summer.                              

Church Office Summer 
Schedule 
Starting June 2, the church office will 
be open from 9:00am to 1:00pm 
Tuesday through Friday. 

Rescued Stained 
Glass Project 
The Rescued Stained Glass Group 
is offering the crosses on the tables 
in Fellowship Hall for sale at a cost 
of $50. Crosses can also be special 
ordered to your specifications. All 
proceeds go to the Capital Funds 
Drive.  
If you wish to 
purchase or 
order a 
cross, see 
Peggy    
Eckholm or 
Dave      
Ledford.     
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Being a parent is tough, and making ends meet can be a challenge. 
Through Clothe-A-Kid our church is helping parents make their dollars 
stretch. CAK not only helps children start the year feeling good about 
themselves, but it intentionally opens doors for long-term connections  
with families.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  NAME:       _      ______________________________                 _ 

  EMAIL:          ____________________________                ____  

  PHONE:        ________________________________        ____  

  Check all that apply: 

          SPONSOR A CHILD: Sponsor a child for $60 (donations of any 
size    help). Make checks out to First Congregational Church with 
CAK in    the memo by July 6. 

SHOP: Connect with a child and their parent while shopping at 
Kohl’s on August 8th and/or 15th. Volunteers arrive 6:30, shopping 
from 7:00am to 11:00am. 

VOLUNTEER: Help with sign-up by talking & praying with parents on 
June 1-4.  

Please return this form to Laura Switzer or the church office.  

Love INC of the Black Hills, PO Box 3255, Rapid City SD 57709                                         
605-718-5683    www.loveinconline.com 

 
News from Costa 
Rica by Sybil Rounds 

 
Pastor Dorotea reported in a 
recent email that they are now 
feeding three days a week be-
cause of the large number of 
children and mothers who are 
participating in the program. 
She also shared that twelve 
boys and girls are continuing 
with swimming lessons at the 
Plaza Viquez pool.  

During Holy Week, they had 
baptisms of four church mem-
bers ranging in age from ten 
year old Noah to Miguel, who is 
a grandfather. The baptisms 
were held in the Guapiles    
River.  

Dorotea sends her love to the 
faithful supporters of programs 
in los Guido.  
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Clothe-A-Kid 2014 resulted in 32 families partici-
pating in Life INC’s life changing classes. Several are 
still Life INC participants. 

2015: We will be taking EVERY child shopping with a 
church volunteer and their parent; opening doors to 
relationship and ensuring the children get the clothes 
they love. 

Baptism in the Guapiles River 



 

Saturday, May 2, 2015 
 9:00am Woodchuck Splitting 
 10:00am Family Choir Practice 
 1:00pm  Lynn Burgad Funeral Service 
 3:00pm Bowl for Kids’ Sake 
Sunday, May 3, 2015 
 8:15am Dept. of Education 
 8:30am  Adult Choir Practice 
 9:00am  Family Choir Practice 
 9:30am  Worship For All Ages 
 10:30am Congregational Meeting - 
   Phase 2 Capital Funds 
 10:30am Fellowship 
 3:00pm  Black Hills Assoc. Meeting 
 3:30pm  The Well Service 
Monday, May 4, 2015 
 6:00pm Evening Rotary Group 
Tuesday, May 5, 2015 
 1:00pm  Craft Day 
 1:15pm  Spiritual Practices 
Wednesday, May 6, 2015 
 11:30am WF Board Meeting 
 6:00pm  Bell Choir Practice 
 6:30pm  United Church Youth 
 7:00pm  Adult Choir Practice 
 7:00pm  Dept. of Hospitality 
Friday, May 8, 2015 
 1:00pm  Rescued Stained Glass Project 
 1:00pm  BH Watercolor Group 
Saturday, May 9, 2015 
 9:00am  Woodchuck Splitting 
Sunday, May 10, 2015 
 Mothers' Day 
 8:30am  Adult Choir Practice 
 9:30am  Worship; Sunday School 
 10:30am Muffins for Mom; Meet and    

 Greet Choir Director; Fellowship 
 3:30pm  The Well Service 
Monday, May 11, 2015 
 1:30pm  Westhills Bible and Book    

 Study—Cancelled 
 6:00pm Evening Rotary Group 
Tuesday, May 12, 2015 
 1:00pm  Craft Day 
 1:15pm  Spiritual Practices 
Wednesday, May 13, 2015 
 6:00pm  Bell Choir Practice 
 7:00pm  Adult Choir Practice 

Thursday, May 14, 2015 
 10:00am Altar Guild Meeting 
 4:30pm  Dept. of Worship 
Friday, May 15, 2015 
 1:00pm Rescued Stained Glass Project 
 1:00pm BH Watercolor Group 
 3:00pm Piano Recital 
Saturday, May 16, 2015 
 9:00am Woodchuck Splitting 
Sunday, May 17, 2015 
 8:00am Bell Choir Practice 
 8:30am  Adult Choir Practice 
 8:30am  Dept. of Ministries  
 9:30am Worship; Teacher Recognition; 

 Sunday School Play Day 
 10:30am Potluck and Fellowship 
 3:30pm  Jail Ministry 
 3:30pm  The Well Service 
Monday, May 18, 2015 
 9:00am Sanctuary Clean-up 
 6:00pm Evening Rotary Group  
Tuesday, May 19, 2015 
 1:00pm  Craft Day 
 1:15pm  Spiritual Practices 
 7:00pm  Church Board Meeting 
Wednesday, May 20, 2015 
 9:30am  Good Morning Circle 
 4:15pm  1st Congregational Trust  
 6:00pm  Stewardship & Budget 
 6:30pm  Good Evening Circle 
Friday, May 22, 2015 
 1:00pm  Rescued Stained Glass Project 
 1:00pm  BH Watercolor Group 
 5:30pm  Blankley/Weyer Wedding     

 Rehearsal 
Saturday, May 23, 2015 
 9:00am  Woodchuck Splitting 
 10:00am Front Porch Suicide Support 

 Group 
 4:00pm  Blankley/Weyer Wedding 
Sunday, May 24, 2015 
 9:00am  Worship; Strengthen the Church 

 Offering; Graduate Recognition 
 10:30am Fellowship 
 2:00pm  Eunice Johnson  
   Birthday Reception 
 3:30pm  Jail Ministry 
 3:30pm The Well Service 

Monday, May 25, 2015 
 Memorial Day 
 1:30pm Westhills Bible and Book Study 
Tuesday, May 26, 2015 
 11:30am 4th Tuesday Ladies Lunch 
 1:00pm  Craft Day 
 1:15pm  Spiritual Practices 
Thursday, May 28, 2015 
 Deadline for June/July Call Articles 
 9:00am  Cornerstone Meal Preparation 
 1:30pm  Memoir Writing Group 
Friday, May 29, 2015 
 11:00am Jim Cooper Funeral Service 
 1:00pm  Rescued Stained Glass Project 
 1:00pm  BH Watercolor Group 
 5:00pm  Cornerstone Mission Meal 
Saturday, May 30, 2015 
 9:00am  Woodchuck Splitting 
Sunday, May 31, 2015 
 9:30am  Worship 
 10:30am Fellowship 
 11:30am Mess About at Sheridan Lake 
 3:30pm  The Well Service 
Monday, June 1, 2015 
 6:00pm Evening Rotary Group 
Tuesday, June 2, 2015 
 1:00pm  Craft Day 
 1:15pm  Spiritual Practices 
Wednesday, June 3, 2015 
 7:00pm  Dept. of Hospitality 
Friday, June 5, 2015 
 SD Conference Annual Meeting in  
 Sioux Falls 
 1:00pm  Rescued Stained Glass Project 
 1:00pm  BH Watercolor Group 
Saturday, June 6, 2015 
 SD Conference Annual Meeting in  
 Sioux Falls 
Sunday, June 7, 2015 
 SD Conference Annual Meeting in  
 Sioux Falls 
 9:30am Worship For All Ages 
 10:30am Fellowship 
 3:30pm The Well Service    
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Contact Us 
We’d love to talk to you 
and answer any ques-
tions you have. 

1st Congregational 
United Church of Christ 
1200 Clark Street 
Rapid City, SD 57701 

(605) 342-5787 

uccoffice@rushmore.com 

Visit us on the web at 
www.rcfirstucc.com 

Strengthen the Church:                  
Invest in the Vision 

Strengthen The Church (STC) is a 
special mission offering to reimag-
ine and build the future of the UCC. 
Shared at the conference and na-
tional levels, STC largely supports 
youth ministries and full-time lead-
ers for new churches in parts of the 
country where the UCC voice has not been heard.                                                                            
As God calls our congregations to be the "church" in new ways, 
your generosity will plant new churches, awaken new ideas in ex-
isting churches and develop the spiritual life in our youth and 
young adults. 
Our congregation will receive the Strengthen the Church      
offering on Sunday, May 24. 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

1st Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

1200 Clark Street 

Rapid City, SD 57701 
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