
   

THE CALL 
TO WORSHIP 

“It’s time to bring it 

home . . . Let’s join     

together to make much 

needed repairs and    

improvements to our 

church home.” 

 

BE COVERED—under a 
new roof  

BE COOL AND         
COMFORTABLE—with air 
conditioning, heating and 
air handling 

BE PAMPERED—by   
improvements to our    
restrooms 

BE UPLIFTED—by an 
elevator to the balcony 

Fifty-six years ago some really bright people made a commitment 
to our church by funding and building a place to gather and wor-
ship. They strived to build a home for the congregation to last life-
times... and they accomplished this goal. This beautiful church has 
been a warm and happy home for our people; we have been able 
to enjoy its security without the burden of a mortgage. Their fore-
sight has enabled us to put our resources and generosity to work 
throughout our community in a multitude of wondrous ways. We are 
thankful for their wisdom and the benefit their planning provided.   

It’s time to bring it home, First Congregationalists you unflaggingly 
supported Habitat for Humanity, our mission in Costa Rica, Church 
Response, Placerville Camp, Blanket Sunday, Cornerstone Rescue 
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From the 
pastor 
As a boat builder, I subscribe to 
several journals about boat con-
struction. It is common to read 
about the exhilaration that other 
boat builders get from paddling or 
sailing the craft that they have 
made with their own hands. I enjoy 
paddling my boats. Even more 
gratifying, however, is seeing 
someone else enjoy the boats that 
I have made.  

I have a similar feeling about our 
life as a congregation. Sharing 
worship together is meaningful for 
us and I appreciate the wonderful 
music and great lay leadership in 
this congregation. However, it 
seems even better when I am able 
to share those experiences with 
people who have not previously 
known about our congregation. 
The opportunity to share our 
church with guests is a wonderful 
experience. 

I hope that you will discover this 
experience and invite your friends 
and neighbors to come and experi-
ence the life of our congregation.  

I know you won’t be disappointed. 

—Pastor Ted 

Elsa tries out a kayak   2 

Mission, One Great Hour of Sharing, Love INC. and many other mis-
sion projects. Let’s join together to make much needed repairs and 
improvements to our church home. Our goal is to keep our home 
mortgage free so we can continue to have the freedom to support 
missions of importance.  

We have six major projects that we have agreed as a congregation 
to tackle over the next five years:  

1. We are going to install a fireproof roof that complements the 
architecture of our building. The shingles are ordered, the 
shed in the parking lot is roofed with the shingles so you can 
see how they will look. The projected cost of this project is 
$269,837. 

2. We are going to install modern air handlers in our sanctuary 
and fellowship hall. This will increase our comfort and energy 
efficiency at a projected cost of $26,600. 

3. We will replace our boiler with a new energy-efficient heating 
system. The estimated investment is $153,400. 

4. We will install a vertical access lift to our choir loft for those 
for whom the stairs are a barrier. This barrier is removed for 
$35,000. 

5. We will remodel a former bathroom currently utilized for stor-
age into a family assist bathroom to increase capacity and 
provide privacy for those who need assistance. $8,500 will 
accomplish this goal. 

6. We will install air conditioning in the sanctuary and fellowship 
hall for the comfort of our members and guests and to main-
tain our ability to host our community for special concerts 
and events. Cost estimate is $138,300. 

There has been a great deal of work done to get us to this point.  A 
committee for the UCC Construction Company has worked diligently 
to find the right solutions to correct current deficits and insure that 
our church home will shelter us through the decades ahead. Others 
have volunteered their leadership to reach out to our membership 
for financial support of these projects. Now, we are asking you. We 
have opportunities that will enable every family and individual to par-
ticipate. We want you to join our UCC Construction Company. The 
kick-off date is Sunday, October 4th. We have some big surprises 
planned we have some serious fun planned and we’ll have a deli-
cious brunch prepared to kick it all off on Sunday, October 4th. 

Now it’s time for home repairs. Let’s be good stewards of this won-
derful church and strengthen it for continued service to our commu-
nity and the world! PITCH IN! This time, it’s for us.                              
                  ---Lia Green, Fundraising Foreman 



 

Moderator’s 
Musings 
by Gerry Boehrs 

I hope you all are enjoy-
ing summer! It's a great 
time for family gatherings, 
holiday celebrations,    
vacation getaways and 
other summer activities. 
Our family is doing our 
share; I hope you are, 
too. 
The Board did not meet in 
July, so we are having a 
summer break, as 
well. We will be meeting 
as usual in August as we 
quickly approach 
the beginning of regular 
fall activities. September 
is always a busy 
time as we begin another 
church year, and it will be 
a bit busier as we 
increase our focus on 
fund raising for Capital 
Projects Phase II.          
All Board meetings are 
open to anyone, and 
Board Clerk Eileen    
Rossow summarizes the 
minutes of the meetings 
in The Call every month. I 
find The Call to be a great 
way to keep up with all 
that is going on in 
the church, and I encour-
age you to read it         
regularly. 
Enjoy the rest of the sum-
mer, and prepare to par-
ticipate fully in another 
active, rewarding time at 
our church! 

Board and Departments 
From the Church Board by Eileen Rossow 

The Church Board did not meet in July. The next Board meeting will be  
on Tuesday, August 18, 2015 at 7:00pm.  

Department of Ministries by Pat Wheaton 

The Cornerstone Mission staff is requesting donations of pillows. Their 
newsletter states,  

"Many of the families at the Women and Children's Home and men at our 
Mission would appreciate the comfort of a pillow to end their day. We 
need new or gently used pillows. Non-feathered pillows are preferred as 
they wash better. Both of these facilities are normally full to capacity so 
the need is always present and real. Please help us fill this comfort need 
for those who are experiencing hardships as this time. Drop off your pillow 
donation to Cornerstone Rescue Mission Admin. Offices 401 11th Street, 
Rapid City."  You may also leave pillows in the grocery cart at church.  

Friday night, July 31st, was scheduled for another dinner at the Corner-
stone Mission. These meals are always appreciated by those present, 
and we thank everyone who helps us provide them. 

Sales of grocery gift cards on Sundays supply the money to finance the 
meals and to help Church Response offer more supplies in its food bank.  
This month’s requested food item is canned tomatoes. 

Scholarship Committee by Lynnell Parrott, Chairman 

Winners of the 2015-2016 Zona White Scholarships of $1,500 each 
are: Jessica Bachman, Sarah Hight, Daniel Iverson, and Stacie  
Soderstrom.  
Winner of the Inabelle Willard Scholarship of $1,000 is our own Anna 
Hughes. Congratulations to all. We are looking forward to hearing 
more great things about you.  
 

Special Music 
Anna Hughes will be sharing her musical talent in worship on Sun-
day, August 30. Come and hear this talented 
young woman play the oboe before she heads off to 
college at Gustavus Adolphus. 
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News from Church 
 

 

Adult Choir  
Just around the corner  

Choir will resume on Wednesday, September 2 at 7:00pm. Whether you 
are new to the choir or have been a part of this wonderful group for years, 
all are welcome. 

Join in making a joyful noise! 

                          Yours, 
                          Steve Branch  
                          Adult Choir Director 

Bell Choir  
The Bell Choir will start rehearsals on the first Wednesday after Labor 
Day, September 9, at 6:00pm. Anyone interested in joining the Bell 
Choir please contact the Director, Michael Bossen, at 343-5514, or come 
to our first fall rehearsal on September 9. 

UCC Contribution News and Thank You  
Thank you to First Congregational Church for being a 5 for 5 Congrega-
tion of the United Church of Christ in 2014.  
Your 2014 contribution of $20,525.00 supports Our Church’s Wider     
Mission Basic Support and the Neighbors in Need, One Great Hour of 
Sharing, Christmas Fund, and Strengthen the Church Special Mission 
offerings of the United Church of Christ. 
          Geoffrey A. Black, General Minister and President,  
            United Church of Christ 
          David Felton, Conference Minister  

Library News 
Parents and Grandparents:  Do you realize that we have 385 children’s 
books in the Children’s Reading Corner? Some are modern and some are 
the old classics you may remember your parents reading to you. 
How our library has grown in books and in popularity! In the teen and 
adult library, 1,063 volumes are awaiting your check out. When you check 
out a book, don’t forget to pick up a UCC Library Book Mark. 
Don’t cheat yourself--browse your church library! 

Library Book Mark 

The Library Committee proudly 
shouts from the highest rafters, 
“Our United Church of Christ 
Library has its own book mark!” 
All Department of Hospitality 
Welcome bags will contain a 
book mark announcing that our 
church offers all newcomers a 
thriving library.  
The idea sprang from the 
announcement in the 
December Call explaining the 
new hospitality bags and 
asking “any group affiliated 
with our congregation to put 
additional information in the 
welcome bag.” The Library 
Committee accepted the 
challenge. However, this 
process was not an “overnight” 
project. In fact, a span of six 
months has intervened 
between the idea and the 
finished product. 
The Library Committee would 
like to thank Nora Wosepka for 
her guidance. Thanks to Kenny 
Putnam, we proudly present a 
professionally designed UCC 
Library book mark. 
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Why Do We Do That? 

A conversation with the 
Department of Worship 

Wheels on the 
Baptismal Font 
Why do we have wheels 
on our baptismal font? 
The original design of the 
sanctuary included a 
fixed baptismal font in 
front of the lectern. Over 
a decade ago, we 
changed to a movable 
font, so that it can be 
placed in the center of the 
chancel for baptisms, 
moved to the entryway for  
the Great Vigil of Easter 
and used in a variety of 
places and settings. 

Baptism is the sacrament 
of entrance into the  
Christian community and 
it is helpful for us to be 
reminded of baptism at 
many different points in 
our faith journey.  

Baptism is an act of God, 
not just something that a 
church or minister does. 
As such, we cannot    
control all of the elements 
of baptism. We express 
our faith by inviting others 
to share in Christ’s     
baptism. It is not attached 
to any one place or any 
single piece of furniture.  

The wheels remind us 
that God’s spirit is      
constantly in motion and 
sometimes we have to be 
mobile to keep up. 

Women’s Fellowship August Rummage Sale   
by Sybil Rounds 

Rummage sale setup will start following morning worship and fellowship 
time on Sunday, August 9. Anyone who has a few minutes that morning to 
help clear Fellowship Hall, put up big rectangular tables, and haul boxes, 
hanging racks and bookshelves from the basement is invited to join the 
party! It is an amazing transformation that usually takes less than an hour.  

Work hours during the week are 9:00am to 3:00pm Monday through 
Thursday, 8:00am to 3:00pm on Friday, and 8:00am until around 
1:00pm on Saturday. Workers are needed each day to help sort and 
organize, and price the sale items on Thursday. Friday and Saturday are 
sale days, and workers are especially appreciated when we close the sale 
and pack up the leftovers. There are sit down jobs each day, and there are 
lots of opportunities for conversation and       
fellowship.  

Donations can be brought to the church during 
regular office hours starting August 1. If you 
have items to donate and can wait to bring them 
until August 9, there will be tables in the entry 
and men available to help unload.  

Women’s Fellowship greatly appreciates the donations and workers (and 
yes, there are LOTS of men working) during the sale week. This is the 
best way to get to know your fellow church members! If you would like to 
help, please drop in at any time and we’ll find a suitable job for you.         

Woodchuck Society News by Sybil and Chuck Rounds 

The only planned splitting day for the Woodchucks in August will be on 
Wednesday, August 19, starting at 9:00am. A group from Minnesota 
has been in contact with us and wants to help with the project. There will 
be 7 youth and 4 adults ready to work that day, so it would be great if we 
could have some experienced Woodchucks there to run the machines.  

We plan to return to Saturday work days after Labor Day and hope to see 
a good number of ‘Chucks back at the wood lot.  

Fourth Tuesday Ladies Lunch 
Fourth Tuesday Ladies Lunch group will meet on Tuesday, August 25 at 
11:30am at Minerva’s Restaurant. All ladies of the church are invited 
for lunch and fellowship. Please gather at the front desk. The group will 
then be seated after it is determined how many are coming.  
For more information, contact Joyce Tripp at 342-1352.  

Memoir Writing Group 
Due to busy summer schedules, the Memoir Group will not meet in        
August. The next meeting will be on Thursday, September 24 at 1:30pm at 
the church.   
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Education News 
All too quickly it seems, the sweet summer days slide away. This month, 
we’re out enjoying the beauty of God’s creation, watching the stars and 
delighting in the wildflowers spread across the hills. We reap the harvest 
from our gardens and relish time to go camping or to sit outdoors with 
friends. But soon, the fall will be upon us. Mark your calendars now for the 
upcoming events as we return to the fall schedule of educational          
programs. 

September 13 Potluck 
Bring your favorite summer foods to share as we kick-off the Sunday School year 
with a Back-to-School potluck. Hot dogs, buns, condiments and beverages will be 
provided. Bring salads, side dishes made from the garden’s harvest, desserts and 
favorite summer foods to share. Yum! It already sounds like a feast you won’t 
want to miss! Bring your friends. Sign the kids up for Sunday School and meet this 
year’s teachers. Stay for lunch. Come, share with your church family!  

Kerygma Bible Study 
Two Kerygma Bible study courses have been selected for the 2015-16 year. They 
are: Job and the Life of Faith: Wisdom for Today’s World and Discovering the 
Psalms: Passion, Promise & Praise. The book of Job is a challenging one, wres-
tling with some of life’s most perplexing questions. Addressing the limits of human 
wisdom, Job is relevant in any age, and especially  in today’s world. As we journey 
with Job, we are reminded that we do not have all of the answers; God does. 
Faith, then, is an exercise in radical trust. This study includes 7 sessions. 

The book of Psalms is often referred to as “the hymnbook of the Bible.” The 
Psalms are filled with lament and praise, with questions and affirmations. Many of 
us have memorized verses from the Psalms.  This study will provide an opportuni-
ty to dig deeper into these words, studying the origin and context of their mes-
sage, as well as looking at different translations of the poetic words. This rich 
blend of scholarly background, spirituality, corporate worship, and personal growth 
provides an introduction for participants new to these scriptures and a deeper look 
for those long familiar with particular psalms. This study is also based on 7 ses-
sions.  

All are welcome to join the Kerygma classes. There are no barriers in age, gender 
or Biblical background. Come and share in the lively discussion and learn more 
about the texts of our traditions as we learn and grow in faith together.  

Kerygma classes have been meeting the first, second and fourth Wednesdays of 
the month at 9:30 am in Room 23. If you are interested in these courses, but can-
not come on Wednesday mornings, talk to Susan Huffman. Or if you would like 
more information on Kerygma or other Bible studies, contact Susan at 605-342-
5787 or susanucc@rushmore. com 

Sunday 
School  
Sunday School classes begin 
on Sunday, September 20. 
Regular classes for ages 3-
grade 5 will be offered follow-
ing the children’s moments. 
Again this year, the children 
will stay in the sanctuary to 
share worship with their fami-
lies on the first Sunday of each 
month.  

Youth in middle school and 
high school will be engaged in 
a variety of learning experienc-
es this year as they participate 
in the pre-Confirmation/
Confirmation program. Some 
Sundays the youth will be en-
gaged in activities such as ush-
ering or lay reading. Other 
Sundays, they will gather for 
discussions and brunch togeth-
er. Youth will also be responsi-
ble for bringing out the light at 
the close of worship, thereby 
allowing the younger students 
to remain in their Sunday 
School classes without disrup-
tion until worship is over.  

The Shine curriculum will be 
used again this year for age 3 
through grade 5. The youth will 
be using Affirming Faith as the 
primary resource, also drawing 
upon other materials as need-
ed.  

For more information on the 
Sunday morning program, talk 
to Susan Huffman.  
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Confirmation 
classes 
A new Confirmation 
course will begin this fall. 
Confirmation provides an 
opportunity for youth to 
explore faith, consider 
church membership, ask 
questions, seek answers 
and affirm their baptisms. 
Each time that Confirma-
tion is offered, the pro-
gram varies slightly to 
accommodate the youth 
involved and to change in 
accordance with the 
times. But there are al-
ways some constants: 

• Confirmation offers 
an opportunity to seri-
ously explore issues 
of faith, but it is also a 
lot of fun.  

• Confirmands and 
mentors work togeth-
er on projects, so the 
young person always 
has a partner to help 
him/her. 

• Confirmation empha-
sizes “being” the 
church in hands-on 
ways, rather than just 
learning “about” the 
church. 

Activities will take place 
on Sunday mornings and 
Wednesday evenings, 
along with some special 
events. Youth in middle 
school and high school 
are welcome to partici-
pate. For more infor-
mation, watch for mail-
ings or talk to Susan.  

Forty Days of Prayer for Children 
This year, the Forty Days of Prayer for Children will begin on Sunday, Sept. 6. 
Each fall, our congregation participates in this vigil of prayer to focus on the needs 
of children. In the Bible, the number 40 indicates a “perfectly good and very long 
time.” Think of Jesus spending 40 days in the wilderness, the Israelites wandering 
for 40 years before reaching the promised land or Noah in the ark when it rained 
for 40 days and nights. In our church, the 40 Days of Prayer is a time for us to fo-
cus on the needs of children beyond the backpacks and crayons. The needs of 
children are especially apparent this year as we struggle with the  issues facing our 
community, our schools and our world. The sign-up sheets will be available in the 
narthex beginning the last week of August. Take time to sign up and to pray for 
children during our vigil of prayer.  

VBS Thanks! 
39 kids, plus adults and youth helpers came to Vacation Bible School to hear The 
Stories Jesus Told. We sang songs, played games, made crafts and dramatized 
six of the parables that Jesus told as he was teaching. We absorbed lessons of 
responding to God’s invitation, helping our neighbors, growing in good soil, seek-
ing forgiveness and finding our way back to God. Through all these stories, we all 
(adults, youth and children alike) were reminded of the power of God’s love. 

This year’s program began with the question, “What do we want our children to 
know?” From there, the Department of Education members brainstormed about the 
“most important” pillars of faith and then read the parables to narrow down the list. 
Thanks to Becky Fleming, Dona Leavens, Lisa Lyons, Pandi Bollock and Patti Rea 
for working to create a VBS program rich in content! We know we get a precious 
few hours with our kids, so we try to make the most of the time together! 

 The leaders this year worked closely with the stories to make sure that the stories, 
crafts, games and music went hand-in-hand each day to reinforce the themes. 
Hearing the story, playing out the themes of the story, singing the story, and creat-
ing crafts to reinforce the story will help these lessons to “stick.”  
Thanks to:  
• Storytellers Patti Rea, Jenny Kozel, Willy Grigg and Rowan Evans 
• Craft masters Lindsy Wathen, Hailey Wathen and Emily Siemonsma,  
• Game leaders Becky Fleming, Lynn Grauman and Diana Koehn.  
• Shepherds Pandi Bollock, Alicia Sutliff-Benusis, Melissa Emerson, Lisa Lyons, 

Johnathan Nickel, Jenny Seals and Rhiannon Purcella.  
• Additional youth helpers: Emily Eckholm, Hailey Bahr, Emilee Nickel, Elena 

Koehn, Faith Stevens and Cayden Heinert 
• Kitchen crew: Dona Leavens, Brenna Evans, Heather  Heinert, Ryan Webster-

Crystal Hamann, Abby Tippman  
• Other helpers: Laura Switzer (nametags), Susan Huffman (director), Ted Huff-

man (opening exercises and music) and Sharon Darrow (snacks). 
Thanks also to all the parents and grandparents who helped the kids to get to VBS 
and to everyone who attended on the final night. We had a great turnout on the 
final night as we celebrated the week of learning. It was good to be together!  
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In Our Prayers 

Our sympathy goes out to Lorraine Slocum, following the death of her 
grandson, John Slocum; Jane Anderson, following the death of her hus-
band, “Buck” Anderson on June 15; Kathleen Batchelder and family, fol-
lowing the death of her mother, Katherine Ogilvie Musgrave on June 20; 
Eunice Johnson, following the death of her daughter, Anita Whisney 
on June 23; Deb Tompkins, following the death of her brother, Bill Hills; 
Rev. Bruce Herrboldt, pastor at South Park UCC, following the death 
of his mother, Verlina Herrboldt on July 3; and Rev. Ted and Vernetta Ba-
der, following the death of their son, Paul on July 17. Rev. Bader 
served as pastor at Parkston UCC.                                                                               

Our thoughts and prayers are with Gwyn Wathen’s mother, Cheryl 
Wathen, as she receives hospice care. 

Our prayers are with Sue Maynard, following a knee injury, and with 
Lynnell Parrott; Marge Pitts; Deb Tompkins’ brothers, Bob Hills and 
Joe Hills; Joe Trana’s father, Dan Trana and Rev. Steven Bailey, pas-
tor at Watertown UCC as they recover from their surgeries. 

Our prayers are with the following recovering at home: Joan Arneson, 
Marvin Bitterman, Kathryn Dannenbring, and Colleen Schuft.                        
Please hold the following in your prayers as they battle cancer:            
Laura Boyd’s brother, John Winder; Carol Boyles’ brother, Terry 
Hammon; Jill Kundtz’s sister-in-law, Mindy and Sheila Long’s mother, 
Debbie Torrey. 

Other church members are in our prayers including: 
At Bella Vista:  Kay Wolff; at Canistota SD:  Bill Dittmer; at Clarkson Care 
Center:  Mavis Iverson; at Echo Ridge:  John Arneson; 
at New Underwood:  Gordon Magnusson; at Rapid City Regional Hospital:  
Mimi Comley and at Westhills South:  Ida Muree St. Pierre and 
Shirley Triggs.                    

Please also hold the following family and friends of our church mem-
bers in your prayers:   
Carol Boyles’ brother, Rex Hammon; Jane Seaton’s daughter, Gail 
Johnson; Reverend Don Stoebner and Deb Tompkins’ nephew, and 
her friend, Barb Reynolds. 

In Military Service: 

Johnathan Nickel, who leaves on August 9 for Marine basic training in 
San Diego; Ed and Ginny Ensz’s grandson, Kyle Kloeckl; Melanie Moore 
and all serving our country. 

 

Happy Birthday 
The following members and 
friends have August birthdays: 

August 2: Clair Maynard 

August 3: Robert Orvik 

August 4: Jennifer Bartling 

      Maureen Dymock 

August 6: Charles Knight 

      Lynnell Parrott 

August 7: Rowan Evans 

August 11: Darlene Orvik 

August 13: Dallyn Sheppard 

August 14: Pam VanCuren 

August 15: Lucia Grigg 

August 17: Jane Seaton 

August 18: Connie Colbath 

August 19: Kathy Oulman-  

      Johnson 

August 21: Rich Downs 

August 23: Tish Gilbert 

August 26: Ida Muree St.    

      Pierre 

August 27: Lorna Schnabel 

August 29: Monty Bollock 

      Wesley Humke 

August 31: Zeva Dailey 

      Cam Miller 

      Holly Perli 

      Heather Sazama 

Member News and Notes 
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Congratulations 
We celebrate with Lisa 
and Joe Trana on the 
birth of their son, Waylon 
Everett on June 29.  
Waylon joins big brother, 
Wyatt.  

Carson Stephen Reiser 
was born July 28 in    
Norfolk, Nebraska to   
parents Rachel and Craig 
Reiser, sister, Adelynn 
and brother, Hayden.  
Proud grandparents are 
Julie and Rob Burton 
and great grandparents, 
Maralee and Arnett  
Dennis.  

Dr. Charles “Chuck” 
Lindly, who served as 
superintendent of the  
Rapid City School system 
from 1968 to 1975, was 
named Citizen of the 
Month for June. 

The Rapid City Rotary 
Club honored Doris Marie 
Strom on June 25 with 
one of the Paul Harris 
Fellow Awards for her 
contributions to the com-
munity and world.  

Pat and Willis Sutliff 
celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary on 
July 25. 

Congratulations to all! 

 

 

 
Baptisms 
Kain Delegado Cruz, son of Jenna 
and Dave Cruz was baptized on 
June 14. Kain was born on March 
31, 2015. Family members include 
big brothers, Jayce Angel and Steel 
Cruz, grandparents, Patti and 
Charlie Rea, great-grandparents, 
Joan and John Arneson, aunt and 
uncle, Shyla and Jeff Anderson and  
cousins, Vaya and Ella Anderson.  

Holly Michelle Rounds, daughter 
of Wendy and Charlie Rounds was 
baptized on July 12. Holly was born 
on December 18, 2014 in Nambour, 
Queensland, Australia. Family mem-
bers include big sister, Chloe, big 
brother, Toby, grandparents, Sybil 
and Chuck Rounds, aunts and   
uncles, Becky and Jim Fleming, and 
Rachel and Jim Bendixon, great-
aunt and uncle, Sue and Clair 
Maynard, and cousins, Kelton   
Bendixon, and Mindy, John, 
Johnathan, Jakob, and Emilee 
Nickel. 

Beth Patricia Sutliff Benusis, 
daughter of  Alicia Sutliff-Benusis 
and Jay Benusis was baptized on 
July 26. Beth was born on January 
15, 2015. Family members include 
big sister, Anna, and grandparents, 
Patricia and Willis Sutliff and   
Elizabeth and Kenneth Benusis. 

Congratulations and blessings to all.  

Thank You                  Thank 

you to all the hard-working folks who 
cleaned the Sanctuary on June 2. It 
looks beautiful! Your     efforts and 
dedication are very much appreciat-
ed! 

 

 

Thank You                     
Thank you to Mike Crutcher and  
others who hosted my farewell     
coffee hour in June. It was wonderful 
to have a time to say good-bye to 
everyone and it reminded me how 
much I love my church family. I’ll 
miss you all. 
Thanks also to the choir for the   
lovely necklace and gift card. When I 
wear the necklace I’ll remember how 
much I enjoyed singing with the 
choir. I know you’ll continue making 
beautiful music under the direction of 
Dr. Stephen Branch.                        
        Becky Umenthum 

Thank you, 
Michael and I deeply appreciate your 
cards and expressions of care since 
Mother’s death in June. We are 
grateful for your love and support. 

        Kathleen Batchelder 

Dear First Congregational Trust, 
Thank you for the scholarship. Thank 
you for what you have done in the 
church.                                            
         Kevin Long 

Hello Church Family, 
I wanted to say a heartfelt “thank 
you” for thinking and praying for me 
after my surgery. It meant so much 
to me.  
        Kathy Dannenbring 

To the Members of the Prayer Shawl 
Ministry, 
I just wanted to thank you for the 
beautiful shawl my sister, Cam     
Miller, brought home for me. It is 
very thoughtful, what you have done. 
Not only is it warm and comforting, 
but it’s may favorite color, too! 
You really brightened my day.        
         Lana Brodersen  
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General Synod 2015 
The General Synod of the United Church of Christ is a national gathering 
of our church that occurs every two years. The 30th General Synod was 
held in Cleveland, OH June 26-30.  It was an exciting event with worship, 
business, elections, mission projects, special speakers, banquets and 
other expressions of the faith and mission of our church.  

South Dakotans at Synod 

Members of the South Dakota Conference of the United Church of Christ 
were represented by our delegation, led by acting Conference Minister 
David Felton. Among the special moments of the Synod was a public 
recognition on the synod’s main stage of those who had worked long and 
hard to restore the titles to Native American churches to the Dakota     
Association here in South Dakota. Our own Rob Burton chaired the      
Native Lands Task Force of the South Dakota Conference Board of      
Directors and was a leader in the efforts to assure that title issues are  
being appropriately resolved. 
 
Toni Buffalo, from Eagle Butte, who is a partner of our Woodchuck     
Society in Bridger, made an impassioned floor speech during debate of a   
resolution on the Washington NFL team name and logo. "I am not a   
Redskin, I am not a mascot, that is not an honor, I am a survivor of the 
genocide that has been committed against my people in the United States 
of America for the last 500 years. Do not tell me you're honoring me when 
you're cheering for that team." In addition to her work here in South     
Dakota, Toni is the chairperson of the UCC Council for American Indian 
Ministry (CAIM). 
 
For more information on Synod, go to ucc.org and follow the links to   
General Synod 2015. 

los Guido, Costa 
Rica News 

Many parts of Costa Rica have 
experienced torrential rains and 
flooding, but the area where our 
sister church is located has not 
been impacted by those weath-
er systems. Please pray for the 
communities that have lost 
what little they had. 

Saturdays at our sister church 
in los Guido have been busy. 
The focus has been on repair-
ing and painting the tables and 
benches that are used for the 
feeding program. Most of the 
church members have helped, 
as well as some neighbors who 
support the idea of the feeding 
program for children and teens.  
Please continue to support the 
leaders of los Guido with your 
prayers.  

  

Clothe-A-Kid 
Thank You 
Thank you to everyone who 
donated to Love, INC’s Clothe-
A-Kid program. Your support 
will help 22 children shop with 
their families for back to school 
clothes at Kohl’s on August 8 
and 15! Thank you once again 
for extending your care and 
generosity to these families. 
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Sunday, August 2, 2015 
 9:30am:  Worship 
 10:30am: Fellowship 
 3:30pm:  The Well Service 
Monday, August 3, 2015 
 6:00pm:  Evening Rotary Group 
Tuesday, August 4, 2015 
 1:00pm:  Craft Day 
 1:15pm:  Spiritual Practices 
Wednesday, August 5, 2015 
 7:00pm:  Dept. of Hospitality 
Friday, August 7, 2015 
  Visiting Group UCC--Sharon MA 
 1:00pm:  BH Watercolor Group 
Sunday, August 9, 2015 
 9:30am:  Worship 
 10:30am:  Fellowship 
 11:00am:  Rummage Sale Setup 
 3:30pm:  The Well Service 
Monday, August 10, 2015 
 9:00am:  Rummage Sale Setup 
 1:30pm:   Westhills Bible and  
       Book Study 
 6:00pm:   Evening Rotary Group 
Tuesday, August 11, 2015 
 9:00am:  Rummage Sale Setup 
 1:15pm:  Spiritual Practices 
Wednesday, August 12, 2015 
 9:00am:  Rummage Sale Setup 
 6:00pm:  Stewardship and   
       Budget 
Thursday, August 13, 2015 
 9:00am:  Rummage Sale Setup 
Friday, August 14, 2015 
 8:00am:  Rummage Sale 
Saturday, August 15, 2015 
 8:00am:  Rummage Sale 
 12:00pm:  Rummage Sale    
       Cleanup 
 
 
 

Sunday, August 16, 2015 
 8:30am:  Dept. of Ministries  
 9:30am:  Worship 
 10:30am:  Fellowship 
 3:30pm:  Jail Ministry 
 3:30pm:  The Well Service 
Monday, August 17, 2015 
 6:00pm:  Evening Rotary Group 
Tuesday, August 18, 2015 
 1:00pm:  Craft Day 
 1:15pm:  Spiritual Practices 
 7:00pm:  Church Board Meeting 
Wednesday, August 19, 2015 
 9:00am:  Woodchuck Splitting 
Friday, August 21, 2015 
 1:00pm:  BH Watercolor Group 
Saturday, August 22, 2015 
 10:00am:  Survivors of Suicide 
       Support Group 
Sunday, August 23, 2015 
 9:30am:  Worship 
 10:30am:  Fellowship 
 3:30pm:  Jail Ministry 
 3:30pm:  The Well Service 
Monday, August 24, 2015 
 1:30pm:  Westhills Bible and  
       Book Study 
Tuesday, August 25, 2015 
 11:30am:  4th Tues. Ladies Lunch 
 1:00pm:  Craft Day 
 1:15pm:  Spiritual Practices 
Friday, August 28, 2015 
 1:00pm:  BH Watercolor Group 
Sunday, August 30, 2015 
 9:30am:  Worship 
 10:30am:  Fellowship 
 10:45am:  Dept. of Education 
 3:30pm:  The Well Service 
Tuesday, September 1, 2015 
 1:00pm:  Craft Day 
 1:15pm:  Spiritual Practices 
 

Wednesday, September 2, 2015 
 7:00pm:  Adult Choir Practice  
 7:00pm:  Dept. of Hospitality 
Friday, September 4, 2015 
 1:00pm:  Rescue Stained    
       Glass Project 
 1:00pm:  BH Watercolor Group 
Sunday, September 6, 2015 
 9:30am:  Worship For All Ages 
 10:30am:  Fellowship 
Monday, September 7, 2015 
  Labor Day 
 6:00pm:  Evening Rotary Group 
Tuesday, September 8, 2015 
 8:15am:  BH Retired School  
       Personnel 
 1:00pm:  Craft Day 
 1:15pm:  Spiritual Practices 
Wednesday, September 9, 2015 
 6:00pm:  Bell Choir Practice  
 6:00pm:  Dept. of Steward -  
       ship and Budget 
 7:00pm:  Adult Choir Practice 
Thursday, September 10, 2015 
 4:30pm:   Dept. of Worship 
Friday, September 11, 2015 
Elon University Visiting Group  
 1:00pm:  Rescue Stained    
       Glass Project 
 1:00pm:  BH Watercolor Group 
Saturday, September 12, 2015 
 8:30am:  Front Porch Coalition 
       Suicide Survivors   
       Remembrance Day 
 9:00am:  Woodchucks Wood  
       Splitting 
Sunday, September 13, 2015 
  Sunday School Kickoff  
 9:30am:  Worship 
 10:30am:  Fellowship 
 10:45am:  Dept. of Education 
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Contact Us 
We’d love to talk to you 
and answer any ques-
tions you have. 

1st Congregational 
United Church of Christ 
1200 Clark Street 
Rapid City, SD 57701 

(605) 342-5787 

uccoffice@rushmore.com 

Visit us on the web at 
www.rcfirstucc.com 

THE CALL NEWSLETTER DELIVERY OPTIONS 

To receive The Call in the mail: 
The Call will be mailed 1st class to those who are shut-in and unable 
to get out to attend church. Others who wish to receive The Call via mail 
are asked to subscribe. A donation of $10 per year will offset postage 
costs. You can request The Call by mail by phoning the church office 
at             605-342-5787 or sending an email to uccoffice@rushmore.com. 

Electronic and Mobile-enabled Edition: 
If you already receive The Call electronically, you need do nothing. 
Additional issues will appear in your email inbox. To subscribe, go to 
www.rcfirstucc.com. At the top of the page is a pull-down menu labeled 
“participate.” Click on the “subscribe” button and you’ll be directed to a 
subscription form. You can also subscribe by sending your email address 
to uccoffice@rushmore.com. 

Print edition for pickup: 
If you would like to pick up The Call at the church, you need do noth-
ing. There will be a pickup table in the Narthex. Printed copies will be 
there for you to pick up and enjoy. 

If you have questions, please call the church office at 605-342-5787. 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 

1st Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

1200 Clark Street 

Rapid City, SD 57701 


