
 

The Call to Worship 
1st Congregational United Church of Christ, Rapid City, South Dakota 

December, 2014 

Celebrate the 

Seasons of God’s Light  

Advent, Christmas and 

Epiphany 

Read more about these special sea-

sons of the church’s life and the 

worship services that are planned to 

celebrate the coming of Christ on 

page 2. 

Church Events 
This is a busy time in the life of our 

congregation. Concerts, a Christmas 

Tea, special mission opportunities,  

and more mark our life together. 

Read about church events on pages 

4 and 5.  

Advent Fair 
Each year the Advent Fair is a spe-

cial time to make crafts, share fel-

lowship and participate in the joy of 

the season of preparation.  Check 

out the details on page. 6. 

Calendar 
The church calendar on page 11 

contains more information about  

activities in our congregation. 

ADVENT: Full Attention and Imagination 
This is the season of waiting, hoping, and giving shape to our dreams. The 
rest of the world may rush into Christmas, but in the church, we are given 
the wondrous gift of Advent expectation and preparation. It is a season that 
requires our full attention and imagination. Each candle in our wreath sym-
bolizes a unique stage in our journey together. 

On Sunday, December 7 our worship theme will be Messengers of 
Hope as we explore the messages of the prophet Isaiah and John the Bap-
tist. We will celebrate communion and our children will share in worship. 

Our children will lead us in worship with song and story on December 
14, the third Sunday of Advent.  

“Birthing the Promise” is the worship theme for the fourth Sunday in 
Advent, December 21. We will hear Mary’s song and join in her expecta-
tion. 

It is our tradition to celebrate Christmas Eve with two services: At 7 
pm, the living nativity will feature our choir, actors, and carols. At 11:30 p.m. 
we will ring in the Christmas morning with communion, carols and story. 

More information appears on the next page. 



 

Advent, Christmas and Epiphany 

I often joke that the slogan on 

South Dakota license plates 

ought to be “All Four Seasons 

Every Day!”  WOW! The 

weather has been giving us a 

surprise virtually every day this 

fall. We had an early snow in 

September followed by a bright 

and lovely autumn and more 

cold weather in November than 

in recent memory.  

In the church our seasons aren’t 

dependent on the weather. I 

keep being reminded of this as 

friends and church members 

prepare to celebrate Christmas 

in Australia, where summer 

approaches and record tem-

peratures are being set. Like 

every other human baby, Christ 

comes into our world on his 

own time, in his own sweet 

way. Our challenge is to be pre-

pared for the presence of God 

breaking into our world with 

hope, peace, joy and love. We 

are called to be ready to greet 

wherever Christ appears. 

The banners and candles in our 

sanctuary remind us of the pro-

gression of time as we journey 

together through the season of 

anticipation. The readings re-

mind us of Mary’s bold accep-

tance of God’s call. 

May this season find us ready 

not only for whatever the 

weather brings, but for God’s 

surprises as well! 

Three seasons of God’s light 

A PASTOR’S POINT OF VIEW 

Advent is a season when the 
counter-cultural nature of the church 
is most evident. As the world of com-
merce and business speeds up with 
more activities, deadlines, sales, re-
ports, and frenzy facing the end of 
the year, our worship services slow 
down, take a deep breath. More at-
tention is paid to calm and quiet. 
Fewer activities clutter our worship. 
We return our focus to Scripture, 
prayer, and music and allow our-
selves time to reflect on God’s grace 
coming into our lives.  

Much of the secular world cele-
brates Christmas as a single day, 
but the church celebrates the birth of 
Jesus—the Light of the World—for 
twelve days, wearing the white and 
gold of a festival. With worship, mu-
sic, hospitality and special events 
believers greet one another with the 
news of Jesus’ birth.  

On Sunday, December 28, we 
will have a service with familiar 
Christmas carols and once again 
hear the story of Jesus’ presentation 
in the temple and the astounding 
words and reactions of Simeon and 
Anna. 

The second Sunday of Christ-
mas is January 4. Rev. Kathleen 
Batchelder, Minister of Christian Nur-
ture will lead worship and bring the 
message of the day. Communion will 
be celebrated.  

Epiphany begins on January 6 
and we will have a family celebration 
of Epiphany with special drama, spe-
cial food, and the celebration of the 
visit of the three kings on Wednes-
day, January 7. Epiphany is the sea-
son of  signs. It celebrates the reve-

lation to the whole world that God 
has come in Christ. The magi repre-
sent people from other cultures, 
other religions and other countries 
who come to recognize the Christ 
child.  

The readings of the season re-
mind us of God’s persistence in call-
ing us into a new, deeper relation-
ship and sending us on a mission. 
During Epiphany each year, we com-
mission our mission partners to 
share the Good News of Jesus with 
our sister church in los Guido, Costa 
Rica through their Vacation Bible 
School programs.  

We will celebrate the Baptism 
of Jesus and remember our own 
baptisms on January 11. As the sea-
son continues, we will hear the sto-
ries of Samuel awakened in the 
night, of Jonah sent by boat (and by 
fish!) to Nineveh, and the call of 
Isaiah to return to God’s justice. 

Advent, Christmas and Epiph-
any are three seasons that remind us 
that God is indeed doing new things 
in our world. These aren’t the sea-
sons of “same old, same old,” but 
rather bright new seasons of discov-
ery of new vision, new commitment 
and new mission to which we are 
called.  

Join the celebrations, make a 
new commitment to study and wor-
ship in these seasons. Discover a 
new call to engage in the mission 
and ministries of the Church.  

Today, as in every generation, 
the church is called to seek the signs 
of Christ’s presence in our midst. 
God’s beloved is coming!  
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Boards and Departments 

MODERATOR’S MUSINGS 

FROM THE CHURCH 

BOARD 

by Eileen Rossow, clerk 

The Church Board met on Tuesday, 

November 18, with Gerry Boehrs, 

Moderator, conducting the meet-

ing. We are still in search of a new 

choir director. Please contact 

Laura Switzer in the church office 

with any leads. The Department of 

Stewardship and Budget is re-

questing that you turn in your 

pledges for 2015 as soon as possi-

ble. They would like to finalize 

their budget. The board set the 

date for the annual meeting.  It 

will be held Sunday, January 25, 

2015 after church services.        

Approval of the budget and elec-

tions will be held at that time. If 

you are interested in serving on 

one of the committees, please let 

the office know. The Capital Funds 

Process continues. The commit-

tees are finalizing costs for the 

projects. Don't forget "The Table 

Project" at: 

www.refirstucc.tableproject.org.   

The next board meeting will be 

December 16, 2014. 

 by Gerry Boehrs 

At the end of October I volunteered to help the Department of Ministries serve a 

full meal to homeless people at the Cornerstone Mission. The Dept. does this a few 

times each year, in every month with five Fridays. Robin Franson and Pat Wheaton 

had worked all afternoon preparing the food, and I helped them load and haul it to 

the Mission. The folks there helped us get it to the cafeteria downstairs and get set 

up. Barb Knight and Rev. Jill Kundtz were also there to help us serve about 110 peo-

ple. The people we served were all courteous and thankful, and included some 

young people and a few children. It was altogether an enjoyable and fulfilling ex-

perience. Chairman Robin Franson says everyone should take part in this at least 

once, and I heartily concur.  Merry Christmas to all!  

Annual Meeting 

The Church Board has issued 
the call for the 136th Annual 
Meeting of 1st Congregational 
United Church of Christ to be 
held following worship on Sun-
day, January 25, 2015. Copies 
of the annual report of the con-
gregation will be available on the 
church web site as well as in 
printed form by Sunday, Jan. 18. 

In order for annual reports 
to be compiled and prepared for 
distribution, all officers, Depart-
ments, fellowships and boards of 
the church are requested to sub-
mit their annual reports to the 
church office no later than  
January 11, 2015. 
 

Department of Stewardship 

and Budget 

The Day of Thanksgiving has 
passed, but the Department of 
Stewardship and Budget contin-
ues to express gratitude for the 
generosity of the congregation. 
After a brief trip into negative ter-
ritory during the month of Sep-
tember, especially strong giving 
during October brought our 
church operating budget back on 
track. Projections for 2014 are 
strong for us to finish the year 
with a very modest surplus.  

The process of forming the 
budget for 2015 continues and sev-
eral factors mean that we will have 
to make a few tough decisions as 
we set the financial priorities for our 
congregation for the year. To all of 
you who have made pledges for 
2015, thank you! Your pledges help 
us to budget responsibly. To those 
of you who still plan to pledge, it will 
greatly help us if those pledges can 
be received as soon as possible. 
Remember that a pledge can be 
changed at any time that your cir-
cumstances change with a simple 
call to the church office. 

Thanks for your continuing 
support of our congregation! 

 
See page 9 for more reports. 
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News and Events 

You have probably noticed that there 

is a certain point in each worship 

service where the congregation gets 

up and general greetings abound all 

around the room. We usually say, 

“Good morning!” or “Glad to see 

you!” This practice has its roots in a 

specific instruction from Jesus found 

in the Gospel of Matthew: 

“Therefore if you are presenting your 

offering at the altar, and there re-

member that your brother has some-

thing against you, leave your offering 

there before the altar and go, first be 

reconciled to your brother, and then 

come and present your offering.” 

In each service, sometime before the 

offering, we have an opportunity to 

be reminded of the possibility of rec-

onciliation that is a part of every time 

we worship. We begin that part of 

our service with the leader saying, 

“May the peace of Christ be with 

you.” The people respond, “And also 

with you.”  

There is plenty of time for more ex-

tensive greeting in the fellowship 

time after church. The pause in the 

midst of our worship is an opportu-

nity to share peace with others as we 

continue to focus our attention on 

God. 

 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? 

Passing the Peace 

4 

BELL CHOIR NEWS 

The Handbell Choir will perform three 
pieces on Sunday, December 14:    
“Christmas Collage” arranged by  
Valerie Stephenson --- a medley of 
familiar Christmas carols; “In the 
Bleak Midwinter” arranged by Cathy 
Moklebust; and “Infant Holy” arranged 
by Susan Rucker. Also, one of our 
ringers, Aparna Ayyangar, was able 
to attend an all-day handbell work-
shop in early November that was 
sponsored by Bells of the Hills. 

ADULT CHOIR NEWS 

Everyone is invited all to share their 
musical talents with the congregation!  
Opportunities to do this include:    
singing in the adult choir, and singing 
and/or playing musical instruments on       
Worship for All Ages Sundays.           
For more information, please call 
Becky Umenthum at 716-9099. 

CHRISTMAS TEA  

The Christmas Tea will be Saturday, 
Dec. 6 at 1:15pm. Music will be pro-
vided by Arjun and Aparna Ayyangar. 
Also, Craft Sale items will be avail-
able to purchase. Please mark your 
calendars and bring a friend to this 
special event!  

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 

• The choirs of SDSMT accompanied 
by Lucille Reilly on the hammered  
dulcimer will perform a Holiday 
Choral Concert on Dec. 6 and 7 at 
7:30pm at the Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help. A freewill offering 
will be taken for the SDSMT Music 
Scholars Fund. 

• Bells of the Hills will perform its an-
nual Christmas concert on Sunday, 
Dec. 7, at 2:30pm at First Congrega-
tional Church. The selections range 
from classic Christmas carols such as 
the American “O Little Town of Beth-
lehem” and the ancient French carol 
“Sing We Now of Christmas” to con-
temporary songs such as “Let It Go!” 
from the film “Frozen” and “There’s 
No Business Like Snow Business. 
Three ringers from our Church hand-
bell choir are members of Bells of the 
Hills:  Michael Bossen, Becky 
Umenthum, and Ryan Webster. 

• Come to a Holiday Concert with Ar-
jun and Aparna Ayyangar at the 
Rapid City Public Library on Monday, 
Dec. 8 at 6:00pm. Enjoy classical, 
holiday, and movie selections on the 
keyboard, harp and flute. 

• On Dec. 8 at 7:30pm, the Music 
Center on the SDSMT campus will 
host a holiday concert by the Sym-
phonic Band and Jazz Band. No ad-
mission fee.  

• The Top Hats and Roses Annual 
concert to benefit Church Response 
will be held on Dec. 14 at Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church. A silent auction 
and bake sale will open at 1:00pm 
with the concert following at 2:00pm. 
Non-perishable food donations and a 
free will offering will be accepted.  

• Dakota Choral Union, a 100 voice 
chorus of men and women of the 
community, will present CHRISTMAS 
AT THE CATHEDRAL, a concert of 
Christmas music with strings and 
brass, on Sun., Dec. 14 at 7:30 p.m. 
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cathe-



 

THE POWER OF ONE 

By Lia Green 

It’s been a pretty happy run in 

the markets . . . Maybe now is 

the time to consider a gift of 

stock to benefit the First Con-

gregational Trust. A strong bull 

market like we’ve seen makes 

investments look great on pa-

per, but when the time comes to 

sell, the tax bill and capital gains 

tax line up for their share. 

Consider a gift of stock held for 

more than a year: you receive a 

charitable deduction for the full 

value of the stock even if you 

purchased it for considerably 

less! There are many ways the 

First Congregational Trust can 

help you with your tax planning. 

Talk to your financial advisor. 

Let them know you’d like to 

make a gift to your church that 

keeps growing! 

Your trust board works hard to 

grow the dollars entrusted to us, 

and invests those dollars in pro-

jects that benefit the church  

and our church family. Trust 

dollars have enabled Power of 

One scholarships for our youth, 

Change of Career grants, the 

Pipe Fitters Union for our organ 

and many other worthwhile 

causes over the past decades.  

Join us! Be a part of something 

BIG! Please consider how you 

can be a part of the First Congre-

gational Trust! 
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dral. This is a KOTA Care and Share 
Food Drive event. Please bring a food 
donation. Admission is free, free will 
offerings appreciated.  

ANGELS OF LOS GUIDO 

Since the Angels of los Guido fund 
was started in 2004, the friends and 
members of First Congregational 
have provided thousands of dollars of 
help to the families at our sister 
church in los Guido, Costa Rica. Ma-
jor purchases and improvements such 
as refrigerators, handicap accessibil-
ity, restroom, and floor tiles in the 
sanctuary as well as educational and 
recreational scholarships, funds for 
leadership training and outings, youth 
group activities and transportation 
have been provided from the fund. 
Pastor Dorotea keeps a to-the-penny 
accounting and is a very wise steward 
of our gifts.  

There is a display in the narthex with 
photos and information on the fund as 
well as donation envelopes. You may 
leave the envelope in the offering 
plate on Sundays, or take it to the of-
fice during normal office hours. Thank 
you very much for your continued 
support of the programs at our sister 
church in Costa Rica.  

WOODCHUCK SOCIETY & TURKEY TAXI 

The Woodchucks have been busy this 
fall. Deliveries were made to Mat Iron 
Hawk at Frazier, Gus Craven of the 
Assembly of God church at Wanblee, 
Byron Buffalo at Bridger, Mike Kills 
Pretty Enemy at McLaughlin and Nor-
man Blue Coat at Eagle Butte with a 
total of almost 69 cords delivered. 

With no other deliveries scheduled at 
the moment, the Woodchucks will 
take a well deserved break over the 
winter. If the winter is harsh, there 
may be additional trips if needed.  

The turkey taxi made the trip to Nor-
man Blue Coat’s on November 22 
and had 64 frozen turkeys on board. 
Norman does a remarkable job of di-
viding them among his several con-
gregations, which is no easy task. 
Thanks to Ryan Webster and Becky 
Fleming for entertaining us with the 
Turkey Taxi moment, and Jim Web-
ster for being the taxi driver this year.  

Thank you very much to all members 
and friends who have helped provide 
two basic needs (heat and meat!) to 
our partners on the area’s reserva-
tions. You are making a difference!  

WOMEN & CHILDREN’S SHELTER 

As Christmas approaches, please re-
member the people at the Corner-
stone Women and Children’s shelter. 
The tubs are out waiting for gifts to go 
under their Christmas tree. If you 
need suggestions for the children, 
please take a list. The children will be 
boys and girls, ages infant to 12 years 
old. All purchased gifts should be un-
wrapped. Should shopping not be 
your thing, I will once again go out 
with money contributed and purchase 
gifts. Please make your check out to 
Maureen Dymock or Cash. For more 
information call me at 393-5532 or 
484-9582. In the words of Tiny Tim, 
“God bless you, everyone.”          
          Maureen Dymock 

 



 

Education Pages 

On December 3, the youth 

packed treat bags for the 

Native American Christmas 

party at General Beadle 

School.  

 

December 10, 6:30pm 

”Getting Ready” This meet-

ing will include practicing 

for worship on December 

14 and “getting ready” for 

Christmas in other ways, 

too.  

December 17, 6:00pm 

Destination Unknown 

 

United Church Youth will 

not meet on December 24 

or 31. Youth who are in 

town are invited to share 

in the Christmas Eve wor-

ship on December 24. The 

Epiphany Festival on Janu-

ary 7 will include youth 

and families.   

The theme of “Jesus, the Light of the World” unites the Advent Fair on 

December 7 and the youth-led worship on December 14. 

United Church Youth 
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Advent Fair 

The annual Advent Fair will be held 
Sunday, December 7 following wor-
ship. This year’s theme is “Jesus, the 
Light of the World.” The Hot Choco-
late Bar is back by popular demand, 
featuring whipped cream, marshmal-
lows, SPRINKLES and a variety of 
other embellishments for the perfect 
cup of hot chocolate. There will be 
cookies to frost and decorate with 
more SPRINKLES and other home-
made cookies just to eat. In addition, 
all the supplies for making your own 
Advent Wreath will be available and 
there will be several other wonderful 
crafts, including candle lanterns, 
GLITTER candles, nuggat Bibles (a 
little chocolate had to sneak in to our 
celebration) and “Jesus the Light of 
the World” craft. Don’t miss this fes-
tive Sunday. The annual event is de-
signed for the whole church family as 
a way to join together in celebration 
of the Advent season. Be sure to 
come and share the fun.  
 

Youth and Children Lead Worship 

Sunday, December 14 is the time 
when the children and youth will lead 
the worship service, sharing the mes-
sage of the season through scrip-
tures, songs and drama. The mes-
sage of God coming to us as a child 
is especially meaningful when it 
comes to us in the voices of our chil-
dren. The focus this year will be on 
light: “Jesus, the Light of the World.” 
The youngest children have been 
learning songs, focusing on letting 
our lights shine and on the Christmas 
Star. The elementary students have 

been working to learn “Silent Night” 
and the older kids will be sharing in-
strumental versions of some of the 
Christmas carols. In addition, the 
Christmas story will be acted out, 
complete with angels, shapherds and 
sheep.  

Plan to come and support the young 
people in our church with your pres-
ence.  

Youth and Children Rehearse 

All youth and children are asked to 
come on Saturday, December 13 at 
10:00am to rehearse for the worship 
service on Sunday, December 14. 
The kids have been diligently practic-
ing their songs, but have not been 
able to rehearse in the sanctuary, so 
it is very important for everyone to be 
here and run through the music and 
readings in the space. 

If we can start on time, the preschool-
ers and elementary students will be 
done at approximately 11:00am. 
Readers are asked to stay until 
11:30am to run through their read-
ings. If you have any questions, 
please contact Susan Huffman. 

On Sunday, December 14, ALL youth 
and children are asked to arrive by 
9:00am (no later!) to get their cos-
tumes on and run through the songs. 
It really helps if we’re not scrambling 
to dress angels at the last minute, so 
please plan to arrive by 9:00 am.  

Mitten Tree 

On their last Destination Unknown, 
United Church Youth went to Love 
INC and packed “Cases for Kids.” 
Love INC provides backpacks filled 



 

January 7 

Epiphany Festival  

 

Epiphany is the last day of the 

twelve days of Christmas. 

Christmas Day is the first day 

of Christmas and Epiphany, 

January 6 is the last. Epiphany 

is the celebration of the arrival 

of the Magi to honor the 

Christ Child. 

The year, our all-church Epiph-

any celebration will be held on 

Wednesday, January 7 (one 

day after Epiphany). It will 

feature the arrival of the kings 

and the escape of Jesus and 

his family to Egypt. Activities 

will begin with a royal feast at 

6:00pm and conclude at 7:30 

pm. This event is for all ages—

children, youth and adults. 

Mark your calendars now and 

plan to attend!  
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with blankets and essentials for kids 
of all ages who are displaced from 
their homes for various reasons. Dur-
ing the time we were there, our group 
packed about twenty cases for chil-
dren ranging from a 0-3 month old 
infant to a 14-16 year old boy. When 
asked what was in short supply, the 
director of the program, Rhonda 
Dobbs told us that they’re in need of 
hats and mittens for the cold weather 
at this time of year. In addition to go-
ing into the Cases for Kids, the hats 
and mittens are supplied to local 
schools with clothes closets to give to 
kids who come to school without 
warm hats and mittens for the cold 
weather. So, our youth group will be 
sponsoring a “mitten tree” from now 
until Christmas. Please bring your 
contributions to the church and help 
us decorate our tree. Although this 
project is sponsored by United 
Church Youth, everyone is encour-
aged to participate. Hats, gloves, 
scarves and mittens of all sizes will be 
appreciated!  

UCC One Read 

The UCC “One Read” is off and run-
ning at First Congregational Church. 
About 40 copies of Rob Shindler’s 
book Hot Dogs & Hamburgers: 
Unlocking Life's Potential by Inspiring 
Literacy at Any Age are circulating 
among members of our congregation. 
Some people have already read a 
copy and have returned it to the 
church for others to read. Some are 
reading for discussions at Church 
Chat. Others are just beginning to 
read this inspiring book about literacy 
and issues of justice. Together, we 

can learn more about this issue and 
help to bring about some of the nec-
essary changes in our community. 
Limited literacy skills are a major con-
tributor to poverty and illiteracy be-
comes a barrier for those marginal-
ized by race and economic status. 
Additional opportunities to discuss 
this book will be scheduled. Look for 
information about gatherings, or just 
start a discussion with someone at 
your table during coffee hour. Let’s 
read together! If you want to keep the 
book, you can buy it for $8.00. Or you 
can return it to the church when you 
are done, so someone else can read 
it. There will be no charge for loaner 
books. We’ll just keep passing the 
book through the congregation until 
everyone has had a chance to read it. 
For more information on the UCC 
One Read, talk to Susan, Ted or 
Kathleen.  

Hot Dogs and Hamburgers 

This book is about a father belatedly 
rising to the challenge of teaching his 
son, who has a learning disability, to 
read. I read this book during our car 
ride to Eagle Butte to my dad. After 
we finished the book, it opened up a 
lot of stories that we didn't know 
about each other and made us aware 
of the very real problem/challenge 
that is adult and child literacy. This 
book was a good read, highly recom-
mended. 
            Ryan Webster 



 

MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES 

A seven-volume book series that 

documents the history of the United 

Church of Christ and its predecessors 

is now available in the reference 

section of our church library. “The 

Living Theological Heritage of the 

United Church of Christ,” a series 

which brings together the key mate-

rials that undergird UCC faith and 

practice, was created by a team of 

13 editors, four associate editors 

and an editorial board of seven.  

The Living Theological Heritage pro-

vides the opportunity to reclaim the 

history and discover how the current 

commitments of the UCC are deeply 

rooted in all of our historical tradi-

tions. It is a resource for teaching 

and preaching. 

Rev. Dr. Barbara Brown Zikmund, 

scholar in residence in our congrega-

tion in 2006, is the senior editor of 

the series. “Through these stories . . 

we can remember our diverse view-

points and celebrate our courage.” 

The materials, spanning the 1st 

through 20th centuries were in-

cluded in the volumes because of 

their impact on shaping the UCC’s 

theological identity.  

Our church library has a complete 

set of the Living Theological Heritage 

available for public use.  

 

LIBRARY NEWS 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

The following members and friends 
are celebrating birthdays: 

December 1:  Harlan Gellhaus 

December 2:  Max Maas 

December 4:  Johnathan Nickel 

December 5:  Parker Bartling 

         Don Deurmier 

         Travis Eddy 

December 7:  Melvin Pietz 

December 10: Arnett Dennis 

         Becky Ledford 

December 13: Vivian Dittmer 

December 14: Mark Darrow 

         Donna James 

         Barb Knight 

         Chuck Rounds 

December 16: Gerry Boehrs 

         Jared Schnabel 

         Paul Smith 

         Nora Wosepka 

December 22: Margaret Putnam 

December 23: Jason Dannenbring 

         Pat Wheaton 

December 28: Mary Daughenbaugh 

December 29: Julie Burton 

         Jim Gilbert 

December 31: Dona Cheney 

January 1:   Karen Boehrs 

         Layne Martin 

January 2:   Donald Gustin 

January 3:   Marcella Knispel 

         Cindy Ledford 

January 5:   Don Hansen 

January 7:   Irma Becker 

 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Please hold in your thoughts and 
prayers the family of Stan Halla fol-
lowing his death on November 9.  
Services were held on November 15.  

Our sympathy and prayers go out to 
the family of Ward Cheney, following 
his death on November 26. Services 
were held at First Congregational 
Church on December 2. 

Our prayers also go out to the family 
of Karen Nelson following her death 
on December 1 and the family of Jill 
Mitchell following her father’s death. 

Other church members are in our 
prayers, including:  Marvin Bitter-
man, Bill Dittmer, Ed Dull, Trent     
Eddy, Karen Logue and Linda Parrott. 

At Canistota, SD:   Bill Dittmer 
At Echo Ridge:  John Arneson 
At New Underwood:  Ed Dull,  
    and Gordon Magnusson 
At Golden Living Centers, 
Bella Vista:  Kay Wolff 
At Westhills South:  Shirley Triggs 

Please also hold the following fam-
ily and friends of our church mem-
bers in your prayers:  
Carol Boyles’ brother, Terry 
Hammon, Ron Lawson’s mother, Bob 
Jeffery, Rev. Don Stoebner of South 
Park UCC, Kurtis & Sara Switzer and 
Joe and Lisa Trana’s father and fa-
ther-in-law, Dan Trana.  

In Military Service: 
Kyle Kloeckl (Ed and Ginny Ensz’s 
grandson), and Melanie Moore, all 
serving our country. 

 



 

  

 

 

 

At this time of year, we are thankful 

for the members that contribute in 

so many ways to help our church 

ministries. We thank the cookie bak-

ers, the meal makers and the cou-

pon buyers. All are very important to 

the success of this ministry.   

We will be selling  coupons in the 

Fellowship Hall each Sunday to help 

you obtain your groceries--what a 

quick and easy way to carry "money" 

when you go off to the grocery 

store. If you can pick up extra boxes 

of mac and cheese or cans of soup to 

donate, just place them in the gro-

cery cart at church and we will take 

them to the mission.  

At this time of year, we remember 

our special mission, The Christmas 

Fund for Veterans of the Cross and 

The Emergency Fund. There will be 

Moments of Mission in church to 

explain about this. This special fund 

will be collected on Sunday, Dec. 21. 

This offering benefits retired pastors 

and people that have devoted their 

time and lives to the church. 
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DEPARTMENT OF  

MINISTRIES 

by Robin Franson 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Eunice Johnson is the proud great-
grandmother of Merritt Julia, born Oc-
tober 2. Her parents are Matt and 
Laura Murphy of Minneapolis. 

Sue Kelts and Alan Kelts have a 
new grandson, Ciaran, born on No-
vember 23. Proud parents are Andy 
and Kay Kelts. 

Mark and Rosemary Snoozy are the 
new parents of Beau James, who was 
born on his dad’s birthday, November 
24! Happy grandparents are Kandee 
and Larry Snoozy. 

Congratulations to all! 

Gene Lebrun was selected by his 
peers for inclusion in The Best Law-
yers in America 2015. Congratulations 
on this well-deserved recognition. 

THANK YOU 

Thank you to the Quilting Group for 
the beautiful Easter napkins and the 
small quilt. I really appreciate the 
thoughts and prayers! I am so glad the 
surger is a helpful addition to your 
group! Shari is smiling big time! 
          Mike Crutcher 

 
Thank you so much for the prayer 
shawl. I appreciate the church’s sup-
port and prayers.  
            Trent Eddy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

The Yankton College Scholarship Pro-
gram awards scholarships to deserv-
ing high school seniors and post-
graduate students each year to use at 
an accredited college or university. 
Scholarship applications are available 
online at: www.yanktoncollege.org. 
Application deadline is February 20, 
2015. 
 

DEPARTMENT OF HOSPITALITY 

by Kyle Grauman 

The Department of Hospitality had a 
busy November. The Children's Holi-
day Activity day was a great success. 
We had several children and parents 
come and enjoy games, movies, sing-
a-longs, music, pizza and snacks. The 
Hospitality department would like to 
make these activity days a more fre-
quent occurrence throughout the year. 
The welcome bags are now available 
every Sunday for visitors. They con-
tain excellent information on our 
church and the many activities, groups 
and services our congregation and 
pastors have to offer. If you bring a 
visitor, please encourage them to take 
a bag before leaving. If any groups 
affiliated with our congregation would 
like to put additional information in the 
welcome bags, please contact Kyle 
Grauman or any of the department 
members. Our next department meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, January 
13th at 6:30 pm.  Merry Christmas! 
 
 

 



 

CHURCH EVENTS 

Learn how to make beautiful 

stained glass art. Broken glass 

from our church is being 

“rescued” to create stained 

glass pieces. All proceeds go 

to the Capital Improvement 

Fund. 

This group meets on Fridays 

from 1- 4pm. They will not 

meet on December 26, or 

January 2.  

For more information,        

contact Dave Ledford             

at 341-6809.  

 

STAINED GLASS PROJECT 
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CHURCH CHAT 

Rob Shindler's book, Hotdogs & 
Hamburgers: Unlocking Life's Poten-
tial by Inspiring Literacy at Any Age,  
is our current topic in Church Chat.  
Join us for the next two discussion 
sessions:  December 16, we will dis-
cuss through chapter 25, and Chris 
Heacock will speak about the Black 
Hills Literacy Council; January 6, we 
will discuss the final chapters of the 
book, and Monty Bollock will tell his 
own story of adult literacy training. 
Questions? Contact Bonnie Edwards, 
Barb Knight, or Georgia O'Connor. 

THURSDAY FORUM 

Kenny Putnam and Boyd Bristow will 
present Holiday Music at our last 
2014 Thursday Forum, sponsored by 
United Campus Ministry, at noon on 
Thursday, Dec. 11, at the Black Hills 
Development Center, 525 University 
Loop on the SDSM&T campus.  

4TH TUESDAY LADIES LUNCH GROUP 

Save the date!! Our next gathering for 
the Fourth Tuesday Ladies Lunch 
Group will be 11:30 a.m. on Tues-
day, January 27, at Minerva's Res-
taurant. Plan to join us for lunch and 
fellowship. For more information, con-
tact Maureen Dymock. 

CRAFTERS 

Crafters will continue to meet every 
Tuesday at 1pm, unless otherwise 
notified. Come and see what fun you 
can have creating cards, quilts and 
more. All proceeds go to outreach 
programs. Contact Carol Boyles or 
Sue Maynard. 

SPIRITUAL PRACTICE GROUP 

As we seek to deepen our faith 
through spiritual practice, we gather 
at 1:15pm each Tuesday in the 
church library. We practice the disci-
plines of prayer and Bible study 
(using Lectio Divina as our structure), 
and we explore spiritual writers 
through the centuries.  

MEMOIR WRITING GROUP 

The Memoir Writing Group’s next 
meeting is on Thursday, January 22, 
at 1:30 p.m. in the church parlor. 
Everyone is invited to come share a 
written story from your life with us, or 
just come to listen and have a cup of 
tea. For more information, contact 
Mary Keithahn at 716-2141. 

2014 ANNUAL REPORTS 

Annual Reports are due in the 
church office on Sunday, Jan. 11, 
2015. Samples of previous year’s re-
ports are available at 
www.rcfirstucc.org. Click on the An-
nual Reports tab at the top of the 
page. Drop off at church office or 
email:  uccoffice@rushmore.com. 

COFFEE HOSTS 

Coffee hosts are needed for the 
month of December. Please sign up 
on the schedule located in the Fellow-
ship Hall. Thank you! 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 

2015 Monthly and Weekly Offering 
Envelopes are available in the  
Narthex. Please take one. 
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Wed Dec 3, 2014 
 11:30am - WF Board Meeting  
 6pm - Bell Choir Practice  
 6:30pm - UCY 
 7pm - Adult Choir Practice  
Thu Dec 4, 2014 
 12pm - Thursday Forum 
Fri Dec 5, 2014 
 1pm - Stained Glass Project 
 1pm - BH Watercolor Group  
Sat Dec 6, 2014 
 1:15pm - Christmas Tea  
Sun Dec 7, 2014 
 8:30am -  Adult Choir Practice 
 9:30am - Worship For All Ages 
 10:30am - Advent Fair &  
  Fellowship 
 2:30pm - Bells of the Hills  
  Concert  
Mon Dec 8, 2014 
 1:30pm - Westhills Bible &    
  Book Study  
 6pm - Arjun & Aparna Concert 
Tue Dec 9, 2014 
 1pm - Craft Day  
 1:15pm - Spiritual Practices  
Wed Dec 10, 2014 
 6pm - Bell Choir Practice  
 6:30pm - UCY 
 7pm -  Adult Choir Practice  
Thu Dec 11, 2014 
 12pm -  Thursday Forum 
Fri Dec 12, 2014 
 1pm - Stained Glass Project 
 1pm - BH Watercolor Group  
Sat Dec 13, 2014 
 10am - Children’s Christmas  
  Program Rehearsal 
 

Sun Dec 14, 2014 
 8am - Bell Choir Practice 
 9:30am - Worship; Bell Choir;  
  Children’s Christmas  
  Program 
 10:30am - Fellowship 
 7:30pm - Dakota Choral Union  
  Concert 
Tue Dec 16, 2014 
 12pm - Church Chat 
 1pm -  Craft Day  
 1:15pm - Spiritual Practices  
 7pm - Church Board Meeting 
Wed Dec 17, 2014 
 6pm -  Bell Choir Practice  
 6pm - Dept. of S&B   
 6pm -  Destination Unknown 
 7pm - Adult Choir Practice  
Fri Dec 19, 2014 
 1pm - Stained Glass Project 
 1pm -  BH Watercolor Group  
Sun Dec 21, 2014 
 8:30am - Adult Choir Practice 
 9:30am - Worship - Christmas  
  Fund 
 10:30am - Fellowship 
 3:30pm - Jail Ministry 
Mon Dec 22, 2014 
 1:30pm - Westhills Bible &    
  Book Study 
Tue Dec 23, 2014 
 1pm - Craft Day  
 1:15pm - Spiritual Practices  
Wed Dec 24, 2014 
 6:15pm - Adult Choir Practice  
 7pm - Christmas Eve Living  
  Nativity Service  
 11:30pm - Christmas Eve  
  Communion Service  
 

Thu Dec 25, 2014 
 Merry Christmas to All! 
Sat Dec 27, 2014 
 10am -  Front Porch Group 
Sun Dec 28, 2014 
 9:30am - Worship  
 10:30am - Fellowship 
Tue Dec 30, 2014 
 1pm - Craft Day  
 1:15pm - Spiritual Practices  
Wed Dec 31, 2014 
 Deadline for January Call 
Sun Jan 4, 2015 
 9:30am - Worship For All Ages 
 10:30am - Fellowship 
Tue Jan 6, 2015 
 12pm -  Church Chat 
 1pm -  Craft Day 
 1:15pm - Spiritual Practices  
Wed Jan 7, 2015 
 11:30am - WF Board Meeting 
 6pm - Epiphany Festival 
 6pm - Bell Choir Practice  
 7pm - Adult Choir Practice  
Thu Jan 8, 2015 
 10am - Altar Guild Meeting 
 4:30pm - Dept. of Worship 
Fri Jan 9, 2015 
 1pm - Stained Glass Project 
 1pm -  BH Watercolor Group  
Sun Jan 11, 2015 
 Annual Reports & Articles Due 
 8:30am - Adult Choir Practice 
 9:30am - Worship - Sunday   
  School  
 10:30am - Fellowship 
 10:45am - Dept. of Education 
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In this season of light, our thoughts turn to the birth of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who reflects the love of God for hu-
mankind—a radical love that illumines our lives and helps us 
see more clearly the path of discipleship. The Christmas Fund 
for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund is a 
special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that 
gives the opportunity to recognize and honor those who have 
served and continue to serve in lay and authorized ministries.  

 

Our congregation will receive the Christmas Fund Offer-
ing on Sunday, December 21. 

The 
Christmas 
Fund 


