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“If They Could Speak: 
A Journey through Holy Week” 

In 1996, composer John Horman and I joined a group from his Ken-
sington, Maryland church on a pilgrimage to Israel. It was a relatively 
peaceful time between intefadas, and we had access to most of the 
sites in the Galilee, Bethlehem, and Jerusalem traditionally associated 
with events in the life of Jesus. Our tour leader (John’s pastor) and our 
Israeli guide filled us in on the socio-historical context for these events 
as we went from place to place and we had time to worship and sing 
at each site. 

John and I had already been collaborating in writing hymns, anthems, 
and musicals together for some time, and we had hoped that this com-
mon experience would inspire us in new creative efforts. On the long 
flight home, we reflected on what we had seen and heard, and decid-
ed to write a set of short songs focusing on the inanimate objects that 
are symbolic of events in Holy Week: the Gate in the east wall of Jeru-
salem, the Coins of the money changers in the Temple, the Water Jar 
carried by the man who led the disciples to the Upper Room, the Table 
of the Last Supper, the Olive Trees in the Garden of Gethsemane, the 
Rooster that crowed outside the house of Caiphas, the Basin of Water 
in which Pilate washed his hands, and the Stone that closed his tomb 
and was rolled away on Easter morning. If these inanimate objects 
could only speak, what stories they might tell! 

By the time we landed in the U.S. I had finished the eight-line texts 
and John was humming tunes for them. He set the texts first as can-
ons for children’s voices, accompanied by Orff instruments, but we 
later decided to develop the work into a cantata for narrator, readers, 
and mixed chorus with keyboard and other optional instruments. The 
narration provides brief background on the biblical accounts of Holy 
Week events, and is based on insights we gained in our time in Jeru-
salem. 

This cantata, “If They Could Speak: A Journey through Holy Week” 
was performed in our church in 2007, and we are pleased to offer it 
again this year. A celebration of the Last Supper will be included.  

The eighth song, that proclaims “Alleluia” at the empty tomb, will be 
sung as the choral introit on Easter Sunday. 

Mary Nelson Keithahn 



Order of Worship 
Prelude 

Opening Sentences 

Congregational Hymn: All Glory, Laud and Honor 



The Gate (The East Wall of Jerusalem) 
 Narration 
 Reading adapted from Luke 19:28-40 
 Song: “The Gate” 

The Money Changers’ Coins (The Court of the Gentiles 
in the Temple) 

 Narration 
 Reading adapted from Luke 19:45-46 
 Song: “The Money Changers’ Coins” 

The Water Jar (A Jerusalem Street near the Zion Gate) 
 Narration 
 Reading adapted from Mark 14:12-15 
 Song: “The Water Jar” 

The Table (The Upper Room) 
 Reading adapted from Mark 14:16-21 
 Song: “The Table” 

The Celebration of Holy Communion 
 Reading of Mark 14:22-26 



Communion  
Communion will be shared by intinction.  When served, 
take a piece of bread, dip it in the cup and eat.  

The bread is gluten-free. 

The cup is alcohol-free. 

Those who wish to be served in the pew may indicate by 
raising their hand and servers will come to you. 

Congregational Hymn:  
Be Known to Us in Breaking Bread 



The Olive Trees (The Garden of Gethsemane) 
 Narration 
 Song: “The Olive Trees” 
 Reading adapted from Matthew 26:36-46 

The Rooster (The House of Caiphas) 
 Narration 
 Reading adapted from Luke 22:54-62 
 Song: “The Rooster” 

The Basin of Water (The Judgment Hall in the Antonia Fortress) 
 Narration 
 Reading adapted from Matthew 27:11-17, 22b-24, 26 
 Song: “The Basin of Water” 

The Crown of Thorns (The Via Dolorosa) 
 Narration 
 Reading adapted from Mark 15:16-20 
 Song: “The Crown of Thorns” 

 

Prayer 

 

 



Congregational Hymn: Were You There? 



Good Friday: 
Faces of the Journey 

11:00 am 
Footwashing, stories and communion in a liturgy designed for children 

aged 3—10. All ages are welcome 

Journey to the Cross 
12 noon 

A 30-minute liturgy explores the depth of sacrifice and pain of loss as 
we move toward the cross. 

 

Holy Saturday: 
The Great Easter Vigil 

6:30 p.m. 

Easter 
Sunrise at Main Street Square 

in Downtown Rapid City at 6:00 a.m. 

Easter Breakfast at 8:00 a.m. 
at the church. 

Celebration of the Resurrection at 9:30 a.m. 
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