
THE CALL TO WORSHIP 
First Congregational United Church of Christ 
1200 Clark Street,  
Rapid City, South Dakota 57701 
605) 342-5787  uccoffice@rushmore.com  rcfirstucc.com 

Seeking, practicing and sharing 
Christ’s ministry of inclusive love, 

justice and compassion 

June/July 
2022 

Vaca on Bible School 
Ages 3 – completed grade 5 

July 12-14,2022 from 5:30pm to 8:00pm 
Dinner included for the family 

Join us for food, fun, games and community service 
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Moderator’s Moment 
By Chuck Rounds 
Your church board met on May 17th. It 
was reported that work has begun on 
the boiler. Those that have been in the 
kitchen area have no ced some work 
has been done there. The vents for the 
boilers will come through the kitchen 
floor and ceiling in the area where the 
coffee pots are stored. This work will 
be ongoing for a few weeks. 

The stewardship and budget 
department reported that the 
financials are good and within budget 
parameters. That is good news and we 
hope it con nues. 

The department of ministries reported 

that food was provided for 150 people 
at the cornerstone mission on April 
29th. That is such an important part of 
our church mission. Thank you to all of 
the who volunteer for that work. 

The search commi ee reported that 
we currently have no applicant profiles 
to consider. While we are disappointed 
with that news, we are considering 
using more sources than just the UCC 
process. 

The board voted to con nue with our 
covid procedures as we have for the 
last several months. We recommend 
that masks be worn. We will con nue 
to have coffee hour if there is someone 
to host it and we will also welcome 

Out with the Old.  

In with the New!  
Say good-bye to our old boil-
er of 66 years.   It has served 
us well all these years, but 
now is red and being re-
placed. Stay tuned for a pic-
ture of the new boiler, which 
is being installed this week!    



outside groups. There is some 
concern that we will see another 
wave of the virus and cases are 
increasing. 

The board voted to discon nue use 
of the dona on kiosk. It had very 
li le to no use and had a cost every 
month. It was decided that there 
are plenty of other ways to donate. 

I am very pleased with the 
response to the need for having the 
nursery available on Sunday 
mornings.  There have been many 
volunteers to help and Alicia Sutliff-
Benusis has volunteered to 
coordinate the effort.  

It was also decided that only service 
dogs and dogs approved by the 
board would be allowed inside the 
church. There had been concern 
that some were frightened by dogs 
in the past. 

The events of the past week have 
been devasta ng for our United 
States. We must be able to do 
be er and should not tolerate the 
status quo. Pray that we, as a 
country, find a way to make the 
necessary commitments that will 
eliminate this terrible and barbaric 
loss of innocent men, women, and 
children. 

We have reached the me of the 
year when things slow down a bit.  

The choir will be on their summer 
break as will the children’s 
programing on Sunday morning. 
Vaca on Bible School will happen 
in July and, of course, Placerville 
camp has programing for all ages. 
Our Sunday morning worship will 
con nue with many different 
leaders. I hope to see you all at 
church as we welcome our visi ng 
worship leaders and others here on 
vaca on. 

Stewardship and  
Budget by Pat Lebrun 

Pledges are coming in to First 
Congregational Church at good levels 
although YTD pledges received remain 
slightly under budget.  In April, the 
year-to-date pledges received totaled 
$70,579.83 with a pledge deficit 
$5,932.17 below the budgeted 
amount.  Keeping the deficit at low 
levels is the best way to keep the 

church operating in a financially 
responsible state!   
The Stewardship & Budget Committee 
thanks all who have paid their pledges.   
Expenses were under budget due to 
salary, building and grounds, and new 
pastor expenses being less than 
expected YTD.   
The work and contributions of 
furniture and decorative items by 
members over the decades provide a 
rich history of the volunteer gifting to 
First Congregational.  Stewardship & 
Budget is recommending that a small 
committee identify items in the church 
that need to be recognized with 
plaques before that history is lost.   
Stewardship & Budget is appreciative 
of the members of First Congregational 
for continuing their financial 
commitments.  Without your support, 
operations during the past difficult 
years would have been impossible.  
Thank you. 

ONA Commi ee 
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by Sybil Rounds 
We achieved formal Open and Affirming status last 
October, and as a reminder of what that means here is the 
covenant that we voted overwhelmingly to accept:  

"We invite everyone of all ages, gender iden es and 
expressions, sexual  

orienta ons, races, na onali es, ethnici es, economic 
circumstances, abled or differently abled, faith 
backgrounds, marital statuses, or cultures to par cipate 
ac vely in our mission as we boldly proclaim "No Ma er 
Who You Are or Where You Are on Life's Journey, You Are 
Welcome Here!"  

June is PRIDE  month na onally and there are two specific 
dates that pertain to this. June 26th is the anniversary of 
the legaliza on of same-sex marriage in the U.S. and June 
29th is LGBTQ+ PRIDE day.  

Another special day of recogni on is June 8th, Race Unity 
Day. Our covenant statement welcomes people of all races 
and na onali es, and we extend our welcome on this and 
all days.  

Rapid City will host a local PRIDE event July 7 - 10. First 
Congrega onal will once again have a booth at the fes val 
held on July 9. This will be our second year for that 
fes val, and we look forward to sharing our extravagant 
welcome to all in the community.  

The ONA commi ee will meet on June 9 at 4 pm to 
con nue the discussion of poten al forum presenters for 

the fall. If you have sugges ons for the commi ee, please 
contact any one of the members (Carol Boyles, Mike 
Crutcher, Susie Kelts, Kim Nearhood, Sybil Rounds or Jodie 
Thuringer). 

Dept of Ministries 
By Sheila Long 
The department of ministries will con nue to see grocery 
cards this summer the first Sunday of every month.   We 
will also be collec ng the Strengthen the Church Offering 
on June 5, 2022.   

The next Mission meal is Friday, July 29, 2022.  Cookies will 
be needed as well as help cooking and serving.   

Pastoral Search Commi ee  
by Eileen Rossow 
The Pastoral Search Commi ee does not currently have 
any candidates for the Senior Minister Posi on at UCC 
First Congrega onal Church Rapid City.  This has been 
frustra ng for your commi ee.  However, we want to let 
you know that we are working on other avenues of 
adver sing to get the word out that we are looking for a 
full me minister and that living in the Black Hills of South 
Dakota is a wonderful lifestyle.  If you have any thoughts 
or ideas, or possible contacts, please do not hesitate to 
help us with our search.  Your commi ee is made up of 
some great, hard working people.  They are Kathleen 
Batchelder, Mike Crutcher, Todd Eddy, Alan Glover, Jenny 
Kozel, Lisa Lyons, Kim Nearhood, Eileen Rossow, Chuck 
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Summer Rummage Sale 
The August rummage sale dates are Friday, August 19 
and Saturday, August 20. Preparatory work will start with 
set up a er worship on Sunday, August 14.  

We ask that NO sale goods be le  at the church prior to 
the sale setup on the 14th. If there are extenua ng cir-
cumstances, such as the sale of a home, or reloca on 
prior to the sale dates, please contact Laura Boyd (605-
721-7720) or Sybil Rounds (605-343-4407). 

There 
will be an-

other 
ar - cle in 
the August 
CALL with 

more 
com-
plete 

in-

‘End the cycle of violence,’ 
UCC officers pray after deaths 
in Texas school shooting 
 

In u er and irrepressible grief we offer these words, giving col-
lec ve voice to the anguish we all feel. 

God, hear our prayer: 

For the fourteen children now dead; 

For the teacher now dead; 

For the parents, family, and friends who will spend the rest of 
their lives aching every night from the weight of this; 

For a schoolhouse rendered trauma-laden and grief-stricken in a 
ma er of minutes, whose students will suffer PTSD in the wake 
of this tragedy; 

For the caregivers in Uvalde now burdened with the task of man-
aging the shared and collec ve grief of a trauma zed community 
who love their children; 

For those who feel the new burden of useless guilt in the a er-
math of this, wondering what else they could have done to pre-
vent this; 

For the na on, so in love with our weapons that we con nue to 
tolerate these mass shoo ngs and the grief they inflict without 
ever building the collec ve will needed to address it fully; 

For the world, suffering a massive and collec ve grief of its own 
and witnessing acts of cruelty daily too numerous to fully pro-
cess. 

Heal our gaping wounds. 

Restore our sense of compassion. 

 

Quiet the restlessness within us. 

Se le the building righteous 
anger. 

Quicken the desire for peace. 

Remove the chasm that sees 
race and religion and poli cal 
persuasion as the marks of a 
person’s worth and value. 

End the cycle of violence that 
begets more violence. 

Silence the voices that broker in fear and division and create the 
hatred we see moun ng everywhere between us. 

Quiet the troubled soul thinking of grabbing the next gun and 
ending innocent lives. 

Empower us all to act now, refusing to wait for the next horror 
show before we change the laws that make guns and their dis-
charge so accessible. 

Turn anguish to ac on; our rage to restora on; our hatred to 
love; our grief to hope. 

Let it never happen again. Ever. How much more can we bear, O 
Lord? How much more can we endure. 

Be our rock of refuge. 

Be our light of inspira on. 

Be our beacon of hope. 

Be the arms of love that hold us un l the pain recedes. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers. 

Amen. 

 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

Department of Education 
By Pa  Arneson 

                   “LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE”         

Vaca on Bible School is headed your way!~                       
Save the Date----July 12-14, 2022 from 5:30-8:00.   

 

Dinner will be served from 5:30-6:15.  You may come 
any me during that me period and we will serve 
dinner for the whole family. 

Bible stories will be told;   Fun games will be played;   
Songs will be sung;   Cra s will be created;   Service 
projects will be shared ;    Fellowship and friends will 
be enjoyed! 

We encourage you to invite a friend to come along, as 
we  learn and grow with our church family. 

We have a registra on form in this issue of the Call 
and will be having registra on forms in the Church 
Bulle ns in the June and July bulle ns. Please fill one 

out, and mail it in, or bring it to the office, asap!  We 
promise a fun me for all. 

Summer isn’t summer, without a ending Placerville.  
This wonderful camp experience will live in one’s 
heart and memory forever.  The dates and registra-

on forms are on the Bulle n Board in the Fellowship 
Hall. There is even a magnet for your refrigerator 
with a Placerville Website, (Placerville Camp  Placer-
ville.net) to help remember to register online for this 
awesome opportunity!   

SEE YOU AT VBS------------JULY 12-14        REMEMBER 
TO “LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE” 
 

Many Thanks! 
The Department of Education would like to express their 
appreciation for all the Sunday School Teachers, who so 
wonderfully prepared and executed  Sunday  School for 
our kids this year.  Hats off to  Becky Fleming, Sue 
Maynard, and Sharon Darrow!   
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Placerville Church Camps for 2022 
Star ng to plan your summer fun?   

Check out these opportuni es at Placerville Camp! 

Women’s Camp: June 5-9 

Shining Stars ( Grades 2-3): June 5-9 

Seekers (Grades 4-5): June 12-17 

Faith Explorers (Grades 6-8): June 19-24 

Grandcamp (Grandparents and Grandchildren):  June 24-26 

Crossroads (Grades 9-12): June 26– July 2 

Family Camp (All Ages): July 10-16 

Check out the website: h ps://www.placervillecamp.net/camps  

for more details and registra on forms.  

Registra on forms are also available at the church office 

 

 

**There is financial assistance 
from your church, please reach 
out to the office if you want to 
go to camp and have great life 
long memories!  



 

MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES 

June 
June 1  Evelyn Bradshaw 
June 2  Michael Bartling 
June 5  Julie LaCroix 
June 9  Mike Crutcher 
June 10  Elle Emerson  
      Larry Putnam 
June 11  Lorita Deurmier 
June 12  Pat Lebrun 
      Vera Me ler 
June 15  Shirley Baumgartner 
      Willis Sutliff 
June 16  Ed McLaughlin 
June 19  Ingrid Arlton 
June 20  Becky Fleming 
June 21  Joan Dyrdahl 
June 23  Joyce Tripp 
June 25  Kathleen Batchelder 
 

July 
July 1  Marty Skovran 
July 3  Jan Gus n 
     Savannah Golden 
     Susan Skovran 
     Hailey Wathen 

 
July 4  Michael Batchelder 
     Cayden Heinert 
     Gene Lebrun 
     Daniel Lyons 
July 6  Neil Emerson 
July 8  Paige Hamann 
     Stormy Vrooman 
July 10 Elena Van Pelt 
July 11 Ellio  Tipton 
July 13 Marilyn Sprang Fransen 
July 15 Maralee Dennis 
     Dona Leavens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
July 16 Michael Bossen 
July 18 Sydney Wathen 
July 21 Amanda Nielsen 
July 22 Jorgen Palm 
July 27 Anders Grauman 
July 29 John Nickel 
     Vi Pietz 
July 31 Lorraine Slocum 
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Thank you 
On behalf of the family of Arne  Dennis, a heart-felt 
word of thanks to every one of our church members 
who were part of his wonderful funeral service on May 
21st. Our family and friends commented to us how eve-
rything was just perfect from start to finish, and we 
know Arne  would have agreed.  Also,  many thanks for 
the calls, cards, and emails we received in support and 
acknowledgement in our me of loss.  Arne  held our 

church and its members close to his heart and in high 
regard.    You have all shown that our church family felt 
the same about him.   Thank you again from our family 
to all of you. 

Change of Address 
Dorothy Slingsby 
133 Texas St. #130 
Rapid City, SD 57701 
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Prayer Concerns 

· Prayers for the family of Arne  Dennis who passed away on May 9, 2022.   

· Prayers for the family of John “Duff” Erickson who passef away on May 13, 2022 

Our prayers are with those who are dealing with health concerns.  

· Shirley Baumgartner as she is receiving tests in the hospital. 

· Deb Tompkins as she faces mul ple surgeries in the coming months.  

· Cindy Ledford’s mom, Dorothy, who has been moved into Hopice Care;  

· Mary Linda McBride has been dealing with health issues the past few weeks and would 
like prayer support to help relieve her pain.  

· Lee Boyles is dealing with health concerns,  

· Jill Kundtz is facing health concerns.  

· Eunice Johnson, who is dealing with health concerns. 

We pray with those in care centers and all who are isolated in their homes, including:  

· Shirley Baumgartner  

· Evelyn Bradshaw 

· Dona Cheney  

· Vivian Di mer  

· Wes Humke  

· Bob Jonas 

· Eunice Johnson  

· Chuck Knowlton   

· Merrie Miller  

· Marrelyce Seaman  

· Lorraine Slocum  

· Helen Snyder 

·  Elena Van Pelt 



MISSION AND OUTREACH 

Woodchucks Society News 
Woodchucks are preparing for splitting season and will be 
starting Wednesday, June 8. We plan to split at the church 
lot on Wednesday and Saturday mornings, from 9 to noon. 
If there is a change to this schedule, emails will be sent 
notifying workers of the change. If you would like to re-
ceive these notices, please email us 
at cwskrounds@gmail.com. There may be other work days 
scheduled if additional wood sources are located. 

Please consider coming to a work day. We work at our 
own pace, take breaks as needed, and have a good time. 
Work gloves and long sleeves are recommended but not 
required. No experience is needed; on the job training is 
provided.   

See you at the wood pile soon!  
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  CALENDAR 
The calendar changes o en, so please check the weekly email and/or online calendar 
on our church website.  Rcfirstucc.com 

 June 3 
   10:00 am: Watercolor Pain ng 
   1:00 pm: Stained Glass Group 
 June 5 
   9:30 am: Worship Service 
   10:30 am: Fellowship Hour 
   10:30 am: Church Resp Grocery Card       
      sales 
 June 7 
   1:00 pm: Cra  Day 
 June 9 
   4:00 pm: ONA Mee ng 
 June 10  
   10:00 am: Watercolor Pain ng 
   1:00 pm: Stained Glass Group 
  

 June 11 
   4:00 pm: Bell/Wynia Wedding 
 June 12 
   9:30 am: Worship Service 
   10:30 am: Fellowship Hour 
   10:45am: Dept of Educa on Mee ng 
 June 14 
   12:30 pm: PEO/BF Mee ng 
   1:00 pm: Cra  Day 
   3:30 pm: Discernment Commi ee 
 June 16  
   6:30 pm: Stewardship and Budget  
 June 17  
   10:00am: Watercolor Pain ng             
1:00pm: Stained Glass Group 
 June 19  
   9:30am: Worship Service 
   10:30am: Fellowship Hour  
 June 21  
   1:00pm: Cra  Day 
   7:00 pm: Church Board 
 June 23  
   1:30pm: Memoir Wri ng Group 



  CALENDAR 
The calendar changes o en, so please check the weekly email and/or online calendar 
on our church website.  Rcfirstucc.com 

 June 24  
    10:00am: Watercolor Pain ng Group 
    1:00pm: Stained Glass Group 
 June 26  
    9:30am: Worship Service 
    10:30am: Fellowship Hour  
 June 28  
    1:00 pm: Cra  Day 
    3:30pm: Discernment Commi ee 

July 1 
 10:00am: Watercolor Pain ng Group 

1:00pm: Stained Glass Group 
July 3 
 9:30 am: Worship Service 

10:30am: Church Response Grocery card sales 
10:30am: Fellowship Hour 

July 5 
 1:00 pm: Cra  Day 
July 8 
 10:00am: Watercolor Pain ng Group 

1:00pm: Stained Glass Group 
July 10 
 9:30 am: Worship Service 

10:30am: Fellowship Hour 
10:45 Dept of Educa on 

July 12  
 12:30 pm: PEO/BF Mee ng 

1:00 pm: Cra  Day 
3:30 pm: Discernment Commi ee 

July 14  
 4:30 pm: Dept of Worship 

6:30 pm: Stewardship & Budget 
July 15  
 10:00 am: Watercolor Pain ng Group 

1:00pm: Stained Glass Group 
July 17  
 9:30 am: Worship Service  

10:30 am: Fellowship Hour 
July 19  
 1:00 pm: Cra  Day 

7:00 pm: Church Board Mee ng 
July 22   
 10:00am: Watercolor Pain ng Group 

1:00pm: Stained Glass Group 
July 24  
 9:30 am: Worship Service 

10:30 am: Fellowship Hour 
July 26  
 1:00 pm: Cra  Day 

3:30 pm: Discernment Commi ee 
July 28  
 1:30pm: Memoir Wri ng Group 
July 29  
 10:00 am: Watercolor Pain ng Group 

1:00pm: Stained Glass Group 
2:00 pm: Cooking Meal for Mission 
5:00pm: Serving Meal at Cornerstone 

July 31  
 9:30 am: Worship Service 

10:30am: Fellowship Hour 
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First Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

1200 Clark Street 

Rapid City SD 57701 

  Vaca on Bible School Registra on Form 
          Registration Form    

 

Child’s Name:__________________________________________________________ 
Age:_______  Completed Grade in School _________Birth date:________________  
Allergies:_____________________________________________________________ 
Parents’ Name:________________________________________________________ 
Address: _____________________________________________________________ 
Phone Numbers: 
________________________________ 
How can parents or older siblings help?  
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
________________________________ 
 


