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Pastoral Sabbatical Vacation Bible School 
A WEEK OF FUN, FAITH AND LEARNING 
It is time for all of the families of the church to get ready 
for Vacation Bible School! This year’s program will be 
held from Monday, June 11 through Thursday, June 14. 
Activities are planned for children from age 3 through 
grade 5 (completed). The program begins each evening 
at 5:30 pm with dinner for participants and their family 
members. There is no charge for Vacation Bible School, 
but families are asked to register their children in  
advance to help with planning resources and meals.  

GOD’S LOVE TRANSFORMS US 

This year’s theme focuses on the ways that the love of 
God brings big changes to those who live lives of faith. 
Fear can become courage! Anger can lead to forgiveness! 
There is no limit to what God can do. Stories, songs, 
crafts and games will all focus on the ways that God’s 
love transforms individuals and communities.  

BRING YOUR FRIENDS! 

The more children, the more fun! As always, friends are 
welcome! All families in the church are encouraged to 
invite their friends to participate. For more information 
on Vacation Bible school and instructions for registration, 
see the article on page 7 of this issue of The Call. 

A SABBATICAL  
The concept of a sabbatical has its roots in Biblical theol-
ogy. The name “sabbatical” comes from Sabbath, the 
focus of the fourth commandment. The specifics of how 
to observe the Sabbath were further spelled out in sub-
sequent laws that appear in Deuteronomy and Leviticus.  
Deuteronomy 15  begins with “At the end of every seven 
years you shall grant a release.” The passage refers spe-
cifically to the practice of indentured servitude to pay off 
debts, but  the concept has taken hold in many different 
institutions. Most familiar to many of us is the practice of 
academic sabbatical, in which a tenured professor is 
granted one year at half salary or one half year at full 
salary to pursue research, writing and other interests, 
without the usual chores of teaching. An academic  
sabbatical often involves travel.  

Pastoral sabbatical has taken a different course, in part 
because the goals of a pastoral sabbatical are different. 
The most common form of pastoral sabbatical is the 
granting of three months in addition to regular vacation 
after five years of service. In our congregation, we have a 
well-established policy that guides sabbaticals. The pur-
pose of a pastoral sabbatical can be academic, spiritual 
or both. The Lilly Endowment has funded extensive re-
search into long-term pastoral leadership and has be-
come so convinced that clergy renewal is key to success-
ful  congregations that it has invested heavily in pastoral 
sabbaticals. Our congregation was the recipient of a  Na-
tional Clergy Renewal Program  grant in 2006. 

The Lilly Endowment has learned that travel, family, and 
time away from everyday activities contribute greatly to 
the strength of the relationship between pastor and  
congregation.  CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO 



Pastor’s Ponderings 
A PILGRIMAGE 

Another ancient Christian tradition that informs this year’s 
sabbatical is that of Christian Pilgrimage. A pilgrimage is a 
journey away from a congregation for the purpose of  
promoting the spiritual growth of a congregation. The  
destination of a pilgrimage is often a holy site or a reli-
gious shrine, but the focus is more on the journey than the 
destination. As the pilgrim travels, the congregation prays 
and learns to focus their attention on concerns beyond 
local events. The pilgrim grows through the experiences 
travel and comes home with fresh insights provided by the 
perspective of distance.  

Among the earliest writings of Christianity are the letters 
of the Apostles as they traveled. Paul’s letters prove that 
one does not have to be physically near to have a deep 
spiritual connection.  

A SABBATICAL PILGRIMAGE 

In our previous sabbaticals, we had very different focuses. 
In 2001,  I worked full time at writing educational curricu-
lum for the church. In 2006, we focused on sacred places 
and visited sites in South Dakota, in Canada and in  
Australia. In 2011, our focus was sacred times and we  
examined the journey of grief as well as other important 
transitions in the lives of Christians.  

This year our focus is Sacred Voices. We will return to 
some important sites of our faith journey, including camps 
where we have learned and grown. We will be interview-
ing mentors and other Christian leaders who have been 
important in our personal spiritual pilgrimages. And, in the 
center of the sabbatical, we will be traveling far to a new 
place. In Japan, we will visit several shrines and temples, 
including the Nikko shrine in Rapid City’s sister city and the 
Hiroshima Peace Memorial. 

Our sabbatical will also include visits with our children and 
grandchildren, who have contributed greatly to our per-
sonal spiritual journeys.  It will include time for rest, recre-
ation, reading and prayer. We will worship with a variety 
of different congregations in diverse places. As worship 
leaders, we do not have the perspective of the person in 

the pew. Preachers become better preachers when they 
listen to the sermons of others and we all grow in faith 
through participating in regular worship. 

STAYING CONNECTED 

Although part of a sabbatical pilgrimage is being away 
from one another, there are ways in which members of 
the congregation can follow our journeys.  I will continue 
my practice of writing a daily journal and publishing it to 
the Internet. You can see my journal at  
http://www.revtedh.com/Journal%202018/.  
My usual pattern of posting a 1,000-word essay each day 
will be modified slightly due to the constraints of travel. 
Since we will be crossing the International Date line, there 
will be variations in dates as well as differences in the time 
of day that I post my essay. Also, since we will be doing 
some camping in remote locations, there will be days 
when the journal is not posted until we can find an  
Internet connection. 
For those who are interested in just finding out where we 
are, I also write a periodic blog for our grandchildren so 
they can keep up with us. It also is on my personal web 
site at: http://www.revtedh.com/bear/ This site is writ-
ten for children and is a way for the children of the church 
to see what their pastor is doing as well.  

I will also post brief review of the books I am reading as I 
travel at: http://www.revtedh.com/Books/books.html. 

YOUR PARTICIPATION IS NEEDED 

Our journey will be supported by the prayers of the con-
gregation. Just as we will be praying for this church as we 
journey, we would appreciate prayers for us. May our 
journey be truly meaningful for the whole church.  

Such a journey requires the help of many hands. There are 
many tasks at the church that will require extra leadership 
from volunteers. You can contact the church office to find 
out ways you can help.  

We begin this journey with a great sense of gratitude for 
this wonderful congregation, for its leadership and vision. 
May we all experience the wonders of God’s grace as we 
undertake this pilgrimage together. 



Board and Departments 
MODERATOR’S MESSAGE by Rob Burton 

All too quickly summer is upon us, bringing busy schedules 
for the whole family. While things may appear to slow 
somewhat at our church, many activities are well 
underway as June begins. On the Capital Improvement 
front, we're expecting  a visit by the fan company on-site 
coordinator the last week of May to finalize installation 
plans for the fans that will be located in the Sanctuary and 
Fellowship Hall. Shipment date for the fans is currently 
scheduled for the last week in June with installation to 
follow. Given the early heat we've encountered already 
this year we're anxious to move ahead, as it appears we 
may be in for a long hot summer. Regarding the boiler 
component replacement project, several member of our 
church met with representatives from Action Mechanical 
and Temperature Technologies on May 23rd to discuss the 
scope of work while the heating system is down for the 
summer. These vendors will provide a proposal covering 
the cost and timeframe for replacement of the active 
components that support the boiler's operation. It has also 
been suggested an independent engineering review be 
completed to determine current and future air handler 
component needs with the addition of  air conditioning 
equipment. 
Also in preparation for the summer, our Pastoral Relations 
Committee met with Pastors Ted and Susan on May 23rd 
to review the various plans and schedules they've 
developed for our use during their sabbatical. It appears 
we're well prepared, with a variety of speakers and special 
music scheduled for our summer church services, as well 
as support for our staff and members’ needs. For 
questions or more information, please give me a call or 
text at 605-391-7790, or email at rsburton@enetis.net. 

 CHURCH BOARD by Dawn Erk, clerk 

Financials - Andy Knight presented the April Treasurer’s 
report and Balance sheet. The Stewardship & Budget 
Committee renewed a $25,000 certificate for another five 
years at Bank West.  
Sabbatical Update – Patti Aurand from Belle Fourche will 
be taking the lead for Pastoral Care over the summer. 

Extra costs incurred during the sabbatical are accounted 
for in the Sabbatical Fund. This money will cover costs for 
those who will be preaching, VBS support, extra hours for 
the office staff and any other expenses that may arise. 
Susan has helpers secured for VBS. The nursery will be 
covered by Hallie Downs and Elyse Seals.  
ALICE Training – Although our risk as a congregation is 
very low and we pray that we would never have a 
situation where an active shooter enters our facility, it is 
prudent to have a plan and be prepared. Our Church 
Board has selected ALICE (Alert, Lockdown, Inform, 
Counter, Evacuate) training as the way in which we will 
develop and revise our plan. Pastor Ted is now certified for 
the ALICE training. Everyone on the Board, paid staff and 
all ushers will be asked to take the basic training online 
over the summer. In-person training will be held in the fall 
and presented by the Rapid City Police Department.  

DEPARTMENT OF HOSPITALITY  
Please join us as we honor the fathers and men of our 
church on Father’s Day, Sunday, June 17 following 
worship. A Nacho Bar with all the fixings will be provided. 
We ask the congregation to bring side dishes and desserts 
to share.  
Everyone is invited to a Patriotic Potluck on Sunday, July 8 
following worship. We will provide hamburgers and hot 
dogs and ask the congregation to bring side dishes and 
homemade pies.   

DEPARTMENT OF MINISTRIES by Jeff VanCuren 

We would like thank the entire congregation for their 
prayerful consideration to support the special offering for 
Strengthen the Church on May 20, 2018. 
We will serve a meal for Cornerstone Mission on June 30 
and we would again like to ask for donations of cookies for 
dessert. We are also asking for volunteers to serve the 
meal. To help, please contact Jeff VanCuren at 716-5157 
or vancurenj@gmail.com.   
Non-perishable food items and toiletries for Church 
Response can be dropped off in the grocery cart in the 
narthex outside the Fellowship Hall. Thank you! 



News from the Church 
PASTORAL SABBATICAL 

We send our prayers and blessings with Rev. Ted Huffman 
and Rev. Susan Huffman as they begin their sabbatical 
journey on June 1.  
The church office will be open in the summer Tuesday 
through Friday from 9:00am to 3:00pm. For questions or 
concerns, call the church office at 342-5787 or email 
uccoffice.com.  
If you need to reach someone outside of office hours, 
please contact Becky Fleming at (605) 484-3194.    

WOODCHUCK SOCIETY NEWS 
Work days will continue from 9:00am - noon each 
Saturday in June and July. We are hoping for strong crews 
each day so that we can run two splitters. There is a lot of 
wood ready to split, and more in other locations that will 
be coming to the wood lot this summer.  

The wood we deliver each season has made a big 
difference to families in Wanblee, Eagle Butte, Bridger, 
Frazier and Kyle. The Woodchuck team is a fun-loving 
group that welcomes anyone who is willing to help. Please 
consider supporting this important ministry of our church. 
If you have any questions, please call or email Chuck 
Rounds (343-4407 or cwskrounds@gmail.com) See you at 
the wood lot this summer!  

WESLEY BELL RINGERS CONCERT 

The Wesley Bell Ringers of Christ United Methodist Church 
in Salt Lake City Utah will be in concert at First 
Congregational Church on Saturday, June 9 at 7:30pm.  
The Wesley Bell Ringers is one of the premier youth hand 
bell choirs in the U.S. and consists of youth who are in 9th 
through 12th grades. The choir has performed at Mount 
Rushmore, Disney World, The Cathedral of the Pines 
National memorial, the 2002 Winter Olympics and the 
United States Capitol and has made joint appearances 
with the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and the Utah 
Symphony. Plan now to attend what promises to be an 
amazing evening of music.    

 

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED 

Host families for the Wesley Bell Ringers are needed for 
one night, Saturday, June 9. Housing is needed for 15 
teenaged ringers and 5 adult chaperones.  

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP RUMMAGE SALE 
It is time to start thinking about the August rummage sale! 
Set up for the sale will start after church on August 12, and 
continue 9:00am - 3:00.m Monday through Thursday, 
August 13 - 16. Help during set up is greatly appreciated 
and all workers are welcome. We especially appreciate 
help from those who can move heavier items, and check 
all of the electrical items.  

The sale runs from 8:00am - 3:00pm on Friday, August 17 
and from 8:00am - noon on Saturday, August 18. There 
will be NO BAKE SALE. We have the buck-a-bag sale 
starting at 11:00 on Saturday. Clean up starts promptly at 
noon, and the reorganization of Fellowship Hall is usually 
completed in an hour. It is an amazing effort by a LOT of 
people and Women’s Fellowship appreciates everyone’s 
help. 

Items can be brought to the church after August 1, or by 
special arrangement if you are relocating or downsizing. 
Please call the church office (342-5787) or Chuck Rounds 
(343-4407) to make these arrangements, or if you need 
assistance with pick up of your items during the set up 
week. Prior to set up week, please put all items in the 
room marked RUMMAGE SALE in the west wing.  

All sale items need to be at the church by Wednesday, 
August 15 to allow us to start pricing on Thursday. It is 
very helpful if you label unusual items, have game pieces 
in bags, indicate sizes on bedding, etc.  
Women’s Fellowship is thankful for the consistent and 
cheerful help during this busy week, and reminds 
everyone that the best way to get to know new friends is 
to work side by side, even for an hour or two.  

SPIRITUAL PRACTICES 
The next meeting for Spiritual Practices will be on Tuesday, 
August 14 at 1:15pm in the church library. 



News  from the Church 
MEMOIR WRITING GROUP 

The Memoir Writing Group will not meet in June and July. 
We will post our next meeting date in the August Call 
Newsletter.  

NO LONGER STRANGERS DIGEST 

Prejudice will always continue unless we take actions to sit 
down and begin to listen to people who are being 
discriminated against and prejudged. We need to really 
listen like when an individual who I had a conversation 
with over a cup of coffee came to his new-found 
conclusion and said to me, “Great talking with you 
because it was a learning experience. If I had a bias, it is 
no longer.“ He took the time to get to know me. This is 
what we need to do as we face discrimination with a lot of 
different issues. “Awareness is the key.”   
                      - Ben D. Anderson, commissioned minister 

SUMMER WORSHIP LEADERS 

During the pastoral sabbatical this summer, worship will 
be led by a variety of different ministers: 

Becky Fleming grew up in First Congregational United 
Church and was an active camper at Placerville. She is a 
graduate of the Yankton College Licensed Ministry 
Program and is a Licensed Minister of the United Church 
of Christ serving as our part-time minister of Christian 
Nurture. She works for the State of South Dakota, 
Department of Human Services as a Long-Term Services 
and Supports Specialist.  She graduated from Montana 
State University- Billings with a degree in special 
education. Becky also leads Grand Camp at Placerville 
Camp. She enjoys spending time in the great outdoors, 
recognizing the majesty of God's creation and reaching out 
to those in need. 

Erin Erickson earned her master’s degree from United 
Theological Seminary in Minnesota. She serves as the 
coordinator of The Well, a fellowship that meets in our 
building on Sunday afternoons. Erin is no stranger to 
sharing with this congregation, but she is "up to" some 
different things than her previous SDSM&T campus 

pastoral role. She has returned to her maiden name of 
Erickson. She recently started a registered 24-hour non-
medical Residential Living Center in her home for the 
elderly called Senescence, which means "the process of 
growing old.” It has already been filled with irreplaceably 
meaningful daily interactions for everyone involved. She is 
an avid meditator and practices much gratitude in life.  

Dr. Stephen Branch is the choir director of First 
Congregational United Church of Christ. Steve holds a 
Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Vocal Performance with 
emphases in music history and lyric theater. He has been 
on the faculty at South Dakota State University, Brookings, 
University of Nebraska, Kearney, San Diego Christian 
College, Santee, CA and John Witherspoon College, Rapid 
City, SD. Along with extensive performance credits, Steve 
has been active in church performing arts ministries since 
1983. 

Rev. Patti Helmer Aurand, a native of Belle Fourche, is a 
child of the South Dakota Conference. She is known to 
some of our members through her participation in 
Placerville Camp and South Dakota Conference activities. A 
graduate of Lancaster Theological Seminary, Patti was 
ordained in 1997. She has served churches in Beresford, 
Centerville, and Chamberlain, SD; Mason City, IA; and 
Phoenix, AZ.  In 2011, she served as Assistant Moderator 
of General Synod 28.  Currently, Patti serves as the 
Hospice Chaplain for Regional Health Home+.  Patti is 
married to the Rev. Chuck Aurand. 

Rev. Charles “Chuck” Aurand is an ordained minister 
within the United Church of Christ and a graduate of the 
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary.  Someone who 
grew up in the high places of northern Arizona, Chuck is at 
home in mountain towns. He later graduated from the 
University of Arizona (Tucson) with a degree in religious 
studies with an extended minor in Judaism. Chuck served 
within the Air Force and Army Reserves in their respective 
chaplain corps.  Chuck is married to Rev. Patti Aurand and 
has two grown children.  His current hobbies include 
taking hikes, reading, and using his telescope under dark 
skies. 



Christian Education News 
LOVE ONE ANOTHER 
This spring, it has fallen to me to read the Gospel during 
Sunday worship. These readings are from a section of the 
Gospel of John called the “farewell discourse.” In these 
chapters, Jesus speaks to his disciples. He tells them he 
will be going away. He knows that they depend on him 
and turn to him for guidance and advice. As he prepares to 
leave them, Jesus is trying to tell his disciples the things he 
thinks they need to know.  

These readings have been particularly poignant for me as 
Ted and I have been preparing for our upcoming 
sabbatical. Each week, as I have read these passages to 
you, they have seemed very personal. I am going away. 
Although I am not leaving you permanently, I will be gone 
for three months; that feels like a long time. I know you 
depend on me. So, I have spent many hours in the last two 
months trying to give instructions and turn over 
responsibilities. I have been trying to tell you the things I 
think you need to know. I admit that it is difficult to think 
about leaving you. I worry about individuals; I worry about 
the church.   

I must remind myself that the church is the Body of Christ. 
I know it is not about any one of us. You will carry on. But, 
like Jesus did with his disciples, I want to leave you with 
some instructions. Take care of one another while I am 
gone. Be kind to each other. I know it isn’t always easy. I 
know people can sometimes be annoying. Yes, even 
church people can be annoying at times. But, be kind. 
More often than not, there is a story that you don’t know. 
There is hurt or a struggle that is not apparent. Look out 
for one another. If you haven’t seen someone for a month, 
reach out. Maybe there’s a reason you haven’t seen the 
people who usually sit near you in church, such as illness 
or travel. But maybe not. In our busy lives, people become 
isolated. Care for one another. Take time to “be the 
church.”  

“Love one another, as I have loved you,” Jesus instructs his 
disciples. That is also what I say to you, “love one 
another.” As Ted and I begin this sabbatical, I pray for you. 
I pray that God’s love will guide you through these coming 

months. I pray that God’s peace will enfold you during this 
time apart. And I ask that you pray for one another and for 
us, too.  

May God’s love guide us until we see each other again. 
Peace and blessings, Susan  

GENESIS GRANT 
In 2017, First Congregational Church was the recipient of a 
Genesis grant from the United Church of Christ. This 
$12,000 grant was awarded for an “innovative program” in 
the areas of disability education and anti-bullying. The 
grant was given to support programs for one year, from 
September 1, 2017 to August 31, 2018. These programs 
have been carried out by our Commissioned Minister for 
Disabilities Education and Advocacy, Ben D. Anderson. 
Throughout the year, Ben has been actively working to 
contact churches, camps and community organizations. He 
has spoken to churches in the tri-Conference area of South 
Dakota, Nebraska and Iowa. He has met with youth groups 
and held discussions at family nights. In June, Ben and Dee 
will travel to Grinnell, Iowa where Ben will lead three 
different workshops at the West Central Regional Youth 
Event. This is a great opportunity for Ben’s message to 
reach hundreds of youth! 

The Genesis grant required us to raise $4,000 in matching 
funds, during the term of the grant: September 1, 2017-
August 31, 2018. At this point in the year, we have raised 
$3,836! This leaves only $164 to raise before the end of 
August. If you missed the special offering on Break 
Through Sunday or if you would like to make a little extra 
contribution to this important work, you can make a check 
out to First Congregational Church and mark Break 
Through in the memo line. In order to claim credit toward 
our matching funds, please make your check out to the 
church rather than directly to Break Through. We aren’t 
looking for large donations, but we are seeking support 
from a broad range of people. Every small donation will 
bring us closer to meeting our goal.  Thanks to everyone 
for supporting this important and innovative ministry!  

 



Christian Education News 
GOD’S LOVE TRANSFORMS US 

The challenges of life can sometimes overwhelm us. Our 
feelings of fear, selfishness, anger or sadness can 
overpower us. This can be true for a three-year-old or for 
a ninety-three year old! This year’s Vacation Bible School 
program tackles those feelings, reminding participants 
that God’s love transforms all things. This wonderful, yet 
challenging, message will be presented in age-appropriate 
ways for children from AGE THREE through FIFTH GRADE 
(completed). During the week, children will explore stories 
of Old and New Testament figures who faced the same 
kinds of challenges that we face. Through music, games, 
art, and mission projects, the power of God’s transforming 
love will be explored. Participants will discover how the 
power of God’s love transforms fear to courage, 
selfishness to sharing, anger to forgiveness and sadness to 
peace.  

Vacation Bible School begins Monday, June 11 and runs 
through Thursday, June 14. Each evening begins at 5:30 
pm with dinner for the whole family. Parents or 
grandparents, older siblings and younger sibling are 
welcome to join us for the meal. Promptly at 6:00 pm, the 
bell will ring, calling participants to the sanctuary for the 
opening story and music. Following that opening time, the 
children will rotate through the various learning centers, 
ending up back in the Fellowship Hall for a snack and the 
concluding comments for the day. The program concludes 
at 8:00 pm.  

There is no charge for VBS, but families are asked to 
register their children ahead of time, if possible, so we can 
plan for food and craft activities. You can register by 
emailing uccoffice@rushmore.com or by calling the 
church at 605-342-5787.  

Friends are always welcome at Vacation Bible School, so 
invite your grandchildren, nieces, nephews or cousins. 
Invite your friends, neighbors or teammates.  Come and 
rejoice in the message that God’s love transforms us!  

 

FALL PLANS 
Mark your calendars now! The Sunday School kick-off will 
be held Sunday, September 9. A Bounce House has been 
reserved and plans for fun and celebrating are underway. 
Following kick-off Sunday, the children will be participating 
in a  workshop rotation Sunday School program for about 
six weeks. This series will focus on the mission of Habitat 
for Humanity. This promises to be fun, engaging and 
informative, as we explore the “Theology of the Hammer” 
and learn about active ways to engage our faith!  
Following the Habitat for Humanity sessions, the classes 
will return to a lectionary-based study, following the 
scripture lessons presented in worship and preparing for 
Advent and Christmas.  

DO YOU HAVE A GARFY? by Susan Huffman 
In 1972, my aunt, 
Sybil Pogany, was 
teaching third grade 
at Garfield School. 
That year, she and 
her class created and 
sold “Garfy” 
paperweights as part 
of an elementary 
school lesson in 
economics.  
Fast forward, 46 
years: Garfield School has been turned into apartments 
and Black Hills Area Habitat for Humanity is building 
homes on the Garfield School block. The new Habitat 
home owners have been presented a Garfy paperweight 
as a connection to the school and as a reminder of the 
legacy of community support. The problem is that we have 
seven paperweights and there will be eight new homes. If 
any friends or colleagues of my Aunt Sybil happen to have 
purchased and saved a Garfy paperweight, please call the 
church office at 342-5787. We would love to be able to 
pass it on to a new homeowner!   

 



Member News and Notes 
PRAYER CONCERNS  

Our sympathy and prayers are with the 
following families who have recently lost 
loved ones: 
Patti and Charlie Rea and family following the death of 
Charlie’s mother, Mary Jane Rea on May 3 in Aberdeen, 
South Dakota.  

The family of Dave Summarell following his death on  
May 22. Family members include wife, Ernie Summarell, 
and daughter and son-in-law, Lynn and Steve Hammond.  

The family of Diane Christensen following her death on 
May 23 in Sun City West, Arizona. 

Frances Cox and family following the death of Frances’ 
husband, Cyrus Cox, on May 26 in Rapid City. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Don Dodge, who is at 
Peaceful Pines assisted living, Oscar Stradinger, who is at 
Westhills Healthcare and Bruce Wilkinson who was 
hospitalized on May 20 and is recovering at home. 

Shut-in church members are in our prayers including:  Joan 
and John Arneson at Peaceful Pines; Shirley Triggs at 
Westhills South; Lois Herndon at Bella Vista; Maureen 
Dymock at the Village at Skyline Pines; and Mavis Iverson 
at Clarkson Health Care. 

Our prayers are with the following members, families and  
friends:   
Terry Brouillette’s daughter-in-law, Britney Brouillette; 
Dona Cheney; Jake Diedtrich; Vivian Dittmer; Randy 
Fisher’s sister, Colette Theel, Hazel Heil; Jane Ireland’s 
son-in-law, Pat Kearney; Bob Jeffery; Lavona Jonas; 
Sharon and Don Kendall; Chuck Knowlton; Jill Kundtz and 
Jill’s sister-in-law, Mindy; Mary Linda and Ted McBride; 
Harold Miller; Eleanore Moe and her daughter and son-in-
law, Margaret and Duane Jagodzinske; Melanie Palm; 
Patti Rea’s son, Jeff Anderson; Helen Snyder; Drew 
Stephens; and Rev. Don Stoebner and his wife and care-
giver, Rosie.   

In Military Service:  
Ed and Ginny Ensz’s grandson, Kyle Kloeckl; Jane Ireland’s 
grandson, Luke Serbousek; Ryan Eddy; Trent Eddy; Arie 

LaCroix; Deb and Bruce Tompkins’ granddaughter,  
Cpl. Briana Gabel-Mackulin; Melanie Moore; Jakob 
Nickel;  Johnathan Nickel and all serving our country. 

 DIRECTORY UPDATES  
Kalsy Brinkman 
Clara Crutcher 
5010 Hamlin Cir 
Rapid City SD 57703 

Dona Cheney 
Holiday Hills Estates 
2620 Holiday Ln Apt 330 
Rapid City SD 57702 

Don Dodge 
1760 Table Rock Rd 
Rapid City SD 57701 

Stella Hughes  
255 Texas St #418 
Rapid City SD 57701 

THANK YOU  

Dear First UCC Dept. of Hospitality, Women’s Fellowship, 
Pastors Ted and Susan, and Congregation, 
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! What a truly blessed Mother’s 
Day! Cradle Roll recognition with a pink cross to match our 
blue cross, wonderful book, Muffins for Moms, handmade 
flower pot from Wyatt at Sunday School, handmade card 
and gift card from Women’s Fellowship and multiple well 
wishes from our church family! Words cannot express the 
joy that filled my heart...I’m still floating! I am very 
thankful for all of you and the selfless behind the scenes 
acts that go into making each sheep in your flock feel 
special. Hats off to all of you! 
                 A heart filled with love, 
                 Lisa Trana 
 
Dear Women’s Fellowship, Dept. of Hospitality and church, 
Thank you so much for the lovely card and the $10.00 to 
Once Upon a Child. 
                Sincerely, 
                Salim Golden 



Member News and Notes 

June 1:  Evelyn Bradshaw 
June 2:  Michael Bartling 
June 5:  Julie LaCroix 
June 8:  Pandi Bollock 
June 9:  Mike Crutcher 
June 10: Elle Emerson 
     Jeff VanCuren 
June 11: Lorita Deurmier 
     Bette Gellhaus 
June 12: Pat Lebrun 
     Vera Mettler 
June 13: Jo Ann Leonard 
June 15: Shirley Baumgartner 
     Ted Huffman 
     Willis Sutliff 
June 16: Ben D. Anderson 
     Ed McLaughlin 

June 19: Ingrid Arlton 
June 20: Becky Fleming 
June 21: Joan Drydahl 
June 23: Joyce Tripp 
June 25: Kathleen Batchelder 
June 29: Waylon Trana 
July 1:  LaVona Jonas 
     Marty Skovran 
     Eliza Trana 
July 3:  Jan Gustin 
     Susan Skovran 
     Hailey Wathen 
July 4:  Michael Batchelder 
     Cayden Heinert 
     Gene Lebrun 
     Daniel Lyons 
 

July 5:  Ted McBride 
July 6:  Neil Emerson 
July 8:  Paige Hamann 
     Stormy Vrooman 
July 10:  Elena Van Pelt 
July 13:  Marilyn Fransen 
July 15:  Maralee Dennis 
     Dona Leavens  
July 16:  Michael Bossen 
July 18:  Sydney Wathen 
July 21:  Amanda Nielsen 
July 22:  Jorgen Palm 
July 26:  Michael Ross 
July 29:  John Nickel 
     Vi Pietz 
July 31:  Lorraine Slocum 
 

BIRTH  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emerson Miah Ann Mortenson was born on May 18, 2018 
in Pierre, SD. Her parents are Layne Martin and Gaige 
Mortenson, grandparents are Lindsey and Jay Martin and 
great-grandparents are Bertie and Bob Roberts.  
Our congratulations to all!  
 

PLACERVILLE  FAMIILY DAY 

 

 

 

 

SAVE the date for the Fall Family Day at Placerville Camp! 
Plan now to join church friends for lunch and fun activities 
at Placerville on Sunday, September 16. We’ll head to 
camp following worship to share lunch and enjoy the 
beauty of the Black Hills. After lunch, there will be a 
variety of activities. This event is for ALL AGES, from the 
youngest to the oldest. Placerville is a great place for 
everyone! We know that summer is just beginning, but we 
don’t want you to miss our fall Family Day, so mark your 
calendars and plan to attend!  

BIRTHDAYS  
The following members and friends have June and July birthdays: 



Mission and Outreach 
CHILD SPONSORSHIP 
Women’s Fellowship has sponsored 
children through Global Ministries for a 
number of years. They currently are 
sponsoring Jothi Amarnath, who attends 
school at the Kings Matriculation School 
in India. Members of Women’s 
Fellowship exchange mail with Jothi. He 
writes in cursive and in English, so 
correspondence is quite easy! 
 
THANK YOU 

Dear Members and Friends of First Congregational UCC,  
Thank you for your gifts to Chicago United and Eden 
Seminaries!  These seminaries provide an important 
ministry in the United Church of Christ by preparing 
leaders for ministry in congregations and community 
settings, locally and across the globe. Students are both 
nurtured and challenged as they pursue their call to 
ministry. These students are serving and will serve the 
wider church with pastoral skill. Thank you for supporting 
theological education as a vital part of your ministry. 
With gratitude, 
Kiley Todd Roska 
Director, CUE Seminaries 

 

To the members of Rapid City, First Congregational UCC, 
Thank you for being a 5 for 5 Congregation of the United 
Church of Christ in 2017. 5 for 5 Congregations support 
Our Church’s Wider Mission Basic Support and the 
Neighbors in Need, One Great Hour of Sharing, Christmas 
Fund and Strengthen the Church Special Mission Offerings 
of the United Church of Christ. 
Also, the United Church of Christ says thank you for your 
2017 contribution of $21,867.00 for Basic Support of Our 
Church’s Wider Mission. 
John C. Dorhauer, Gen. Minister and Pres.,  UCC 
Brigit Stevens, Conference Minister 
 
 

If you would like to support Clothe-a-Kid 2018, please 
return the form (see above) to Laura Switzer or the church 
office. Watch for an information table/signup sheets in the  
following worship in June or stop by the church office. 
Opportunities to help include sponsoring a child, 
volunteering to help sign up families in June and shopping 
with families in August.  

For more information, contact Laura Switzer at 381-3656. 

Thank you! 

 

 



Calendar 
FRI JUN 1, 2018 

10am BH Watercolor Group 
1pm Stained Glass Project 

SUN JUN 3, 2018 
8:30am Choral Ensemble Practice 
9:30am Worship for All Ages 
10:30am Fellowship 
4pm The Well 

TUE JUN 5, 2018 
1pm Craft Day 

FRI JUN 8, 2018 
10am BH Watercolor Group 
1pm Stained Glass Project 

SAT JUN 9, 2018 
9am Woodchuck Splitting 
4pm Wesley Bell Ringers-Practice 
7:30pm Wesley Bell Ringers  
 Concert 

SUN JUN 10, 2018 
9:30am Worship for All Ages 
10:30am Fellowship 
4pm The Well 

MON JUN 11, 2018 
1:30pm Westhills Bible and Book 

Study 
5:30pm Vacation Bible School 

TUE JUN 12, 2018 
1pm Craft Day 
5:30pm Vacation Bible School 

WED JUN 13, 2018 
5:30pm Vacation Bible School 

THU JUN 14, 2018 
5:30pm Vacation Bible School 
6pm Dept. of Stewardship and 

Budget 
FRI JUN 15, 2018 

10am BH Watercolor Group 
1pm Stained Glass Project 

SAT JUN 16, 2018 
9am Woodchuck Splitting 

SUN JUN 17, 2018 
Father's Day 
9:30am Worship for All Ages 
10:30am Fellowship-Nacho Bar 

Luncheon-Potluck 
4pm The Well 

TUE JUN 19, 2018 
1pm Craft Day 
7pm Church Board Meeting 

FRI JUN 22, 2018 
10am BH Watercolor Group 
1pm Stained Glass Project 

SAT JUN 23, 2018 
9am Woodchuck Splitting 
10am Survivors of Suicide Support 

Group 
12pm Private event - Parlor 

SUN JUN 24, 2018 
9:30am Worship for All Ages 
10:30am Fellowship 
4pm The Well 

MON JUN 25, 2018 
1:30pm Westhills Bible and Book 

Study 
TUE JUN 26, 2018 

1pm Craft Day 
THU JUN 28, 2018 

9am Mission Meal Preparation 
FRI JUN 29, 2018 

10am BH Watercolor Group 
1pm Stained Glass Project 
5pm Mission Meal 

SAT JUN 30, 2018 
9am Woodchuck Splitting 

SUN JUL 1, 2018 
9:30am Worship for All Ages 
10:30am Fellowship 
4pm The Well 

TUE JUL 3, 2018 
1pm Craft Day 

WED JUL 4, 2018 
Independence Day 

FRI JUL 6, 2018 
10am BH Watercolor Group 
1pm Stained Glass Project 

SAT JUL 7, 2018 
9am Woodchuck Splitting 

SUN JUL 8, 2018 
9:30am Worship for All Ages 
10:30am Fellowship-Patriotic  
 Potluck and Pie Social 
4pm The Well 

MON JUL 9, 2018 
1:30pm Westhills Bible and Book 

Study 
TUE JUL 10, 2018 

1pm Craft Day 
 

THU JUL 12, 2018 
6pm Dept. of Stewardship and 

Budget 
FRI JUL 13, 2018 

10am BH Watercolor Group 
1pm Stained Glass Project 

SAT JUL 14, 2018 
9am Woodchuck Splitting 

SUN JUL 15, 2018 
9:30am Worship for All Ages 
10:30am Fellowship 
4pm The Well 

TUE JUL 17, 2018 
1pm Craft Day 

FRI JUL 20, 2018 
10am BH Watercolor Group 
1pm Stained Glass Project 

SAT JUL 21, 2018 
9am Woodchuck Splitting 

SUN JUL 22, 2018 
9:30am Worship for All Ages 
10:30am Fellowship 
4pm The Well 

MON JUL 23, 2018 
1:30pm Westhills Bible and Book 

Study 
TUE JUL 24, 2018 

1pm Craft Day 
FRI JUL 27, 2018 

10am BH Watercolor Group 
1pm Stained Glass Project 

SAT JUL 28, 2018 
9am Woodchuck Splitting 
10am Survivors of Suicide Support 

Group 
SUN JUL 29, 2018 

9:30am Worship for All Ages 
10:30am Fellowship 
4pm The Well 

TUE JUL 31, 2018 
1pm Craft Day 

FRI AUG 3, 2018 
10am BH Watercolor Group 
1pm Stained Glass Project 

SUN AUG 5, 2018 
9:30am Worship for All Ages 
10:30am Fellowship 
4pm The Well 

 



1st Congregational 
United Church of Christ 
1200 Clark Street 
Rapid City SD 57701 

Wesley Bell Ringers Concert 
53rd Annual Summer Concert Tour 

The Wesley Bell Ringers 
of Christ United Methodist Church, Salt Lake City, Utah 

 

 

 

 

 

In Concert 
Saturday, June 9, 2018 at 7:30pm 

First Congregational United Church of Christ 
1200 Clark Street, Rapid City SD 


