
THE CALL TO WORSHIP 

War me Faithfulness 
Rev. Dr. Mark Lee, Interim Minister 
“Praying for peace is not intended to be some kind of magical thought experiment where we telepathically will 
peace into existence.  Instead it is a discipline that shapes communi es into peacemaking bodies.”  -- Tripp 
Hudgens 

I had not expected to have to address such a momentous issue as a new war in my penul mate newsle er 
ar cle.  I have watched the Russian invasion of Ukraine with a mixture of horror and dread.  I remember seeing 
pictures of Grozny at the conclusion of Russia’s war on Chechnya that le  tens of thousands dead – the city 
resembled Berlin in 1945.  I remember the devasta on our own invasion of Iraq visited on the popula on.  
Modern warfare has largely lost the ability to dis nguish between combatants and non-combatants, and 
unleashes astounding casual es and refugee flows.  But in the face of such suffering, when we have so li le 
power to affect those who make such decisions, how to pray in meaningful ways? 

I’ve seen some beau ful prayers online, especially coming from the Ukrainian Orthodox Church which is 
celebra ng masses in bomb shelters.  My eloquence is not up to that at the moment.  So I will simply name 
some prayer beads to finger as we li  our hearts to God.  (Adapted with credits to my Facebook friend Jeremy 
Whitner, a Disciples of Christ seminarian): 

· Pray for a swi  and peaceful end to 
the conflict.  May those with 
hardened hearts be so ened by 
seeing the suffering this aggression 
causes on both Ukrainians and on 
Russian soldiers. 

· Ask God to change the hearts of 
President Pu n, his advisors and 
bankrollers.  May he give up his 
extraordinary ego, greed and lust 
for power.  And let us dare pray the 
same prayer for too many 
American poli cians, their advisors 
and bankrollers.  That God changes 
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hearts and ac ons is core to Chris an 
belief. 

· Confess our own duplicity, as we 
Americans know the slide from 
legi mate patrio sm to violent 
na onalism.  We can be honest about 
our own Manifest Des ny ideology, 
imperialism, or expropria on of other 
country’s resources, and s ll see those 
mirrored in Russia’s ac ons.  But 
praying with humility does not mean 
we become frozen into inac on by 
guilt. 

· May we publicly support our own 
President in any reasonable tac cs he 
offers to end the conflict.  Let us 
applaud his resistance both to those 
who would abandon the Ukrainians to 
renewed Russian coloniza on and to 
those who only see military solu ons. 

· May we give thanks for those Russian 
ci zens who are demonstra ng and 
working to end the war. May they be 
safe from retribu on, and lay 
founda ons for their own country’s 

freedom. 

· May we move more quickly to reduce 
our dependence on oil, which drives so 
much of the world’s aggression and 
poli cs, as well as leading to 
environmental catastrophe.  Whether 
the oil comes from the Middle East or 
from Russia, it has seduced us away 
from our dearest values. 

· May we be open to the inevitable 
stream of refugees this war is 
genera ng.  May we also be open to 
other refugees from wars we have had 
a hand in, even when they are of 
different races and religions than ours.  
May we put our money and spare 
bedrooms to compassionate use. 

I’m sure you could edit these, and easily 
add others.  Prayer doesn’t badger God 
into compliance with us, but more o en 
changes us and gives us the courage to 
take ac on.   

 

Pray for the peace of Kiev. 



Moderator’s Moment 
 by Chuck Rounds 
The new church board had their first 
meeting on February 15th. We had 
lively and fruitful discussions on many 
topics. The board approved a contract 
to raise the balcony railing to meet the 
code requirements the church agreed 
to when we installed the lift to the bal-
cony. That is a project that is overdue. 
We were also given an update on the 
pastoral search and discussed compen-
sation packages that the search com-
mittee will offer to their selected can-
didate. All of us are anxious for these 
decisions to be made and our new pas-
tor to start leading us in our continuing 
journey.  

The board continued the nearly every 
month discussion about our boiler, 
which has been behaving itself for the 
last month. It was decided that the 
new technology committee will be un-
der the Department of Worship. This 
committee will be responsible for the 
streaming of services as well as the 
audio-visual equipment. 

The covid procedures for the next 
month were discussed. It was decided 
that masks would still be required for 
all and while we could have a social 
time in the fellowship hall after the 
service, there would be no food or 
drink. Outside groups would also have 
to abide by these rules. I would like to 
offer a special “Thank You” to Alan and 
the choir for their music during the 
services. I know it is not easy to sing 
like they do while wearing masks, but 
they did it and sounded great. 

On Saturday, February 26th, the board 
attended a retreat during the morning. 
New CDC guidance was announced on 
Friday and prompted questions about 
our mask and food serving require-
ments in the church. We decided that 
we would have a special board meet-
ing after the retreat to discuss these 
issues. It was approved to move from a 
“mask required” status in the church 
to a “mask recommended” status. The 
board also voted to allow food and 
drink to be served. That allowed us to 
have a nice coffee hour after church on 
Sunday. We will continue to monitor 
our covid procedures at all of our 
meetings. 

I would also like to thank the families 
with smaller children who are making 
the effort to have the kids in church. 
The more senior folks in the congrega-
tion do enjoy the little folks. It also is 
more fun for the kids when there is a 
larger group up front for the children’s 

sermon and in their “LIGHT” class. So, 
families, please, keep trying to attend. 

Speaking of church attendance, the 
number of folks actually coming to the 
service on Sunday is gradually increas-
ing. We are all hoping to see more and 
more familiar faces each Sunday as the 
pandemic weakens. We are also seeing 
a few more new faces so a warm wel-
come is in store for those folks as we 
live our motto - “No matter who you 
are or where you are on life’s journey, 
you are welcome here”. 

Stewardship and  
Budget by Harold Miller 

Our church depends on pledges and 
gifts from our membership to keep the 
church operating. It takes a commit-
ment from everyone to keep our 
church fully funded to meet our budg-
et. This month’s pledges and gifts to 
the church were under budget by 
4,955.01.  We are hopeful that pledges 
and gifts will be made up in the coming 
months. Expenses are under budget 
due to having minimal snow removal 
and utilities under budget due to the 
warmer January weather.   

 We are all wondering when things will 
return to what we recall as normal. 
Masks are still required in our church 
as a precaution against the COVID vi-
rus. The news is reporting that the vi-
rus is subsiding a little bit and some 
states are not requiring masks. We are 
hopeful that within the coming months 
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that we too, as a church, will not re-
quire masks and coffee hour can re-
turn to normal.  

Thank you for your gifts and pledges to 
our church.      

Dept of Worship  
by Bonnie Edwards 

The Worship Department members 
are Bonnie Edwards, Chair; Robin 
Eddy; Bruce Nearhood; Kandee 
Snoozy; Laura Boyd; and Colleen 
Schuft.  We will not have greeters 
at church until reduction in Omi-
cron.  There will be an Ash Wednes-
day service on March 2 at 7:00 
p.m.  A contemporary worship ser-
vice featuring Red Sea Pedestrians, 
a group of the Kylie Steever family, 
will be March 20.  We are also plan-
ning a Holy Humor Sunday on 
March 27.   

Dept of Ministries  
by Cindy Ledford 
Dept. of Ministries elected officers at 
their meeting on February 13: Chair-
woman — Sheila Long; Secretary— 

Jodi Burke; Board Rep. — Pat Sut-
liff.   Other dedicated members are 
Kim Nearhood, Sybil Rounds, and Cin-
dy Ledford. The department prepared 
and served a Love INC meal to 30 peo-
ple on March 1st at the Foundry.    

We will continue to sell Church Re-
sponse grocery cards the first Sunday 
monthly with possible additional Sun-
days in the future.  We are currently 
checking on whether the grocery cart 
in the narthex will be having a differ-
ent theme each month. Thanks to eve-
ryone for your continued support of 
these much needed community ser-
vices. 

Months with a fifth Friday will be the 
responsibility of this department for 
an evening meal prepared for the peo-
ple at the Cornerstone Mission.  April 
29 will be our first meal for this 
year.  A call will be put out for donated 
cookies later on in April.  Thanks again 
to all of you!!  

Open and Affirming 
Committee by Sybil Rounds 

Please check out the pride flag that is 
in Fellowship Hall. It was presented to 
First Congregational from Interim Pas-
tor Mark Lee after the affirmative vote 
on Open and Affirming status last Oc-
tober. Rev. Lee had received it from 
the Metropolitan Community Church 
of the Black Hills as thanks for his ser-
vice to that congregation. Thanks to 
Harold Miller for making the hanger 
and installing it!  

The ONA committee is organized un-
der the Department of Ministry and 
will be having its first meeting on Fri-
day, March 4 at 4:00. We will be plan-
ning events and/or educational oppor-
tunities as we look for ways to get the 
good news that we are open and af-
firming out to the wider community. 
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Women’s Fellowship 
Rummage Sale and 
Bake Sale-Mask Re-
quired 
Yes, it's a GO! As we did last August, 
we will ask all workers and customers 
to be masked. The coronavirus is not 
done with us yet, and we must pro-
vide a safe atmosphere for everyone.  

Sale set up will start after worship on 
March 13. Rooms will be transformed 
in about an hour, and we really ap-
preciate all of the help that we get to 
make this transition quickly and 
smoothly.  

Items can be dropped off at the 
church after worship on Sunday, 
March 13, and from 9 - 3 Monday 
through Wednesday. If you have 
items that are too large for you to 
handle, please call Chuck Rounds 
(343-4407 or 519-9368) to arrange a 
pickup time. Pricing starts on Thurs-
day, and it is a huge job to get things 

wrapped up for sale opening at 8:00 
a.m. on Friday, March 18.  

There will be a bake sale on Friday 
only, and donations of baked goods 
are greatly appreciated. Please have 
them packaged for sale.  

The sale closes at noon on Saturday, 
March 19. We will be delivering the 
unsold items to the Salvation Army 
Thrift Store this year, and appreciate 
everyone's help getting things packed 
up and into trucks/trailers for that 
delivery.  

This is probably the biggest all-church 
effort in our congregation. Young and 
old, men and women, experts and 
novices all pitch in to make this sale 
the best in town. Join us that week 
and see what the fuss is all about!  

Adult Lenten Bible 
Study 
Entering the Passion of Jesus: A Be-
ginner's Guide to Holy Week by Amy-
Jill Levine will be the text for our 
Adult Lenten Study.  Levine invites us 
to examine the biblical texts sur-
rounding Jesus' entry into Jerusalem, 
His righteous anger at the Temple, 
the risks of His challenging messages, 
the risks He took while dining with 
"undesirables," the hard conversa-

ons at the Last Supper, and His 
tempta on in the Garden of Geth-
semane.  We will discuss the ethical 
and spiritual ques ons raised by 
these texts and the ways we all face 

risk in our Chris an experience. 

Plan to join us six Wednesday a er-
noons, March 9 through April 13, 
from 3:00-4:30 p.m. in the Church 
Parlor for this Adult Lenten 
Study.  Books will be available. For 
more informa on, contact Kathleen 
Batchelder or the church office. 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

Adult Forums 
Adult forums will start again on March 
6th a er worship service.  Please join 
us in the Fellowship Hall to hear about 
SD public television from Carol John-
son and Seth Tupper. 

Dept of Educa on 
The Dept. of Educa on is happy to 
announce that we will resume our 
monthly Sunday A ernoon Ac vi es 
on March 6, 2022 from 3:00-5:00. 

This month, we will focus on the histo-
ry of St. Patrick’s Day, with a story 

about St. Patrick …there is 
more than just driving the 
snakes out of Ireland!  

In addi on to the back-
ground and history of St 
Patrick, we will be making 
cards for our folks who can’t 
a end church as o en as 
they once could; making 
care packages to mail out to 
college age kids from our 
church; decora ng green 
cookies; games; and…. TAA 
DAA…we will have bagpipes and a kilt-
ed bagpipe player to share music of 
the Irish.  Tons of thanks to Brent Long 
in sharing his talents with us!   

Hats off to Becky Fleming, Sue 
Maynard, and Sharon Darrow for their 
engaging Sunday School ac vi es each 
week.  We are seeing increased num-
bers of children sharing in this enlight-
ening me during Sunday service each 
week. 

We invite any of our church family to 
join our Sunday A ernoon Ac vi es 

on March 6, 2022 at 3pm.  Come, en-
joy, and learn with us! 

Pa  Arneson and the Chris an Ed. 
Board 
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MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES 

March 9  Coen Grauman 
       Bob Moore 
March 10  Eunice Johnson 
       Mindy Nickel 
March 12 Chloe Benusis 
       Diana Koehn 
       Dwight Schnabel 
March 13 Todd Eddy 

March 19 Terry Brouille e 
       Christopher Golden 
       Jim Wosepka 
March 22 Sco  Nielsen 
March 23 Del Maynard 
March 29 Anna Benusis 
March 30 Helen Snyder 
March 31 Kain Cruz 
       Hallie Downs 
       Sue Maynard 
       Dorothy Slingsby 
       Brady Tipton 
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Streaming Services 
Our Worship services will con nue to be live-streamed 
on Facebook, in addi on, we will also have the service 
live-streamed on our website (rcfirstucc.com) under 
the worship tab.  If this is more convenient or Facebook 
fails for some reason, you can s ll watch.  

—RCFirst UCC Tech Crew.  

Thank you 
I would like to thank the ladies of the church who are 
so though ul to send me all kinds of gree ng cards, 

plus bringing me those wonde3rful cookies before 
Christmas.  —Helen Snyder 

Placerville Camps for 2022 
The dates for this year’s Placerville camps are out for 
you to begin planning your summer fun.   

   June 5-9 Women’s Camp 

    June 5-9  Shining Stars 

    June 12-17  Seekers 

    June 20-24 Faith Explorers 

    June 24-26  Grand Camp 

    June 26-July 2 Crossroads 

    July 10-16  Family Camp 

For more informa on or to register, visit placer-
villecamp.net.   



Prayer Concerns 
Prayers for Jane Ireland who had surgery on Feb. 9, 
2022, and unfortunately was readmi ed to the hospi-
tal for gall bladder surgery.  She is now out of the hos-
pital and recovering at Westhills Healthcare.  

 

Our prayers are with those who are dealing with 
health concerns.  

à Nadine Zeller is recovering from health concerns.  
She would appreciate phone calls, cards and oo-
dles of prayers.  

à Bob Jonas who was admi ed to the hospital with 
Covid.  Bob is the grandfather of Heather Heinert.   

à Carol Boyles is back home a er her recent back 
surgery, she is improving daily and thanks every-
one for the myriad card and calls.   

à Eunice Johnson, who is dealing with health con-
cerns and is in the Westhill Healthcare unit, she 
would love to receive cards and visitors.   

à Deb Tompkins health is improving, yet s ll on ox-
ygen,   

à Lee Boyles is dealing with health con-
cerns,  

à Jane Ireland’s son−in−law, Pat Kearney, 
con nues treatment for cancer,  

à Andy Knight had a great health report 
from his last Mayo Clinic visit.   

à Jill Kundtz is facing health concerns.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray with those in care centers and all who are 
isolated in their homes, including:  

à Shirley Baumgartner  

à Dona Cheney  

à Vivian Di mer  

à Wes Humke 

à Eunice Johnson  

à Chuck Knowlton   

à Merrie Miller  

à Marrelyce Seaman 

à Lorraine Slocum  

à Helen Snyder 

à Elena Van Pelt 
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MISSION AND OUTREACH 

News from los Guido, Costa Rica 
In a recent email, 
Pastor Dorotea 
Yucra shared the 
news of students 
who received 
scholarship help in 
the past year. Her 
granddaughter 
Raquel, who is 21, 
has completed 
high school and 
this year will enter 
a technical school 

for training as an accountant. Dorotea's grandson Noah, 
16, has finished his 5th year of high school. Jafeth Araya, 
18, has graduated and is attending the national university 
for distance learning. Darian Jimenez, 17, graduated high 
school and is thinking of entering college, but wants to 
work first to help with the cost. Ian, 6, is in first grade. All 
of these students were able to continue their education 
because of the financial help they received from the An-
gels of los Guido fund.  

Dorotea also told us that the schools have just opened for 
face-to-face education for the first time in months. Long 
distance learning during the pandemic required computers 
and internet connections that most of the families in los 
Guido cannot afford. Please pray for these students as 
they try to make up the months of work that they have 
missed. 

Woodchuck Society 
Big thanks to Larry and Kandee Snoozy for their donation 
of trees thinned from their property. We rarely have offers 
of wood that is already cut AND delivered to the church 
lot, so they have saved the Society a lot of work. Please 
give them a high five when you see them.  

There are some longer logs that were brought in this week 
that will need to be sawed before splitting, so if you are a 
sawyer and needing some exercise, have at it!  

We have not had additional requests for firewood deliver-
ies, so have plenty to share if cold weather continues. 
Please watch your emails for information. If you are not 
already on our list, please talk with Chuck Rounds at 
church or email us at cwskrounds@gmail.com.  
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  CALENDAR 
The calendar changes o en, so please check the weekly email and/or online calendar 
on our church website.  Rcfirstucc.com 

March 1  
 1:00 pm: Cra  Day 
March 2  
 7:00 pm: Ash Wednesday Service 

7:30 pm: Choir Prac ce 
March 6  
 9:30 am: Worship Service 

10:30 am: Fellowship Hour 
 11:00 am: Adult Forum 

3:00 pm: Sunday A ernoon Ac vi es 
March 8  
 1:00 pm: Cra  Day 

3:30 pm: Discernment Commi ee 
March 9  
 11:00 Women's Fellowship 

3:00 pm: Adult Lenten Studies 
7:00 pm: Choir Prac ce  

March 10  
 10:00 am: Altar Guild  

4:30 pm: Dept of Worship 
6:30 pm: Stewardship and Budget 

March 11  
 10:00 am: Water Color Pain ng 

1:00 pm: Stained Glass Group 
March 13  
 9:30 am: Worship Service 

10:30 am: Fellowship Hour 
10:45 am: Dept of Educa on 
11:00 am: Rummage Sale Set up 

March 14  
 9:00 am: Rummage Sale Set up 

1:30 pm: Int/Den Bible Discussion 
5:00 pm: PEO/BR Mee ng 

March 15  
 9:00 am: Rummage Sale Set up 

1:00 pm: Cra  Day 
4:15 pm: Trust Commi ee 
7:00 pm: Church Board Mee ng 

March 16  
 9:00 am: Rummage Sale Set up 

3:00 pm: Adult Lenten Studies 
6:30 pm: Good Evening Circle 
7:00 pm: Choir Prac ce 

March 17  
 9:00 am: Rummage Sale Set up 
March 18  
 8:00 am: Spring Rummage Sale 

10:00 am: Water Color Pain ng 
1:00 pm: Stained Glass Group 

March 19  
 8:00 am: Spring Rummage Sale 
March 20  
 9:30am: Worship Service 

10:30 am: Fellowship Hour 
 10:45 am: Adult Forum 

10:45 am: Dept of Ministries 
3:00 pm: Black Hills Chamber Music 

March 22  
 12:00 pm: PEO/BF 

1:00 pm: Cra  Day 
3:30 pm: Discernment Commi ee 

March 23  
 3:00 pm: Adult Lenten Studies 

7:00 pm: Choir Prac ce 
March 24  
 1:30 pm: Memoir Wri ng Group 
March 25  
 10:00 am: Water Color Pain ng 

1:00 pm: Stained Glass Group 
March 27  
 9:30 am: Worship Service 

10:30 am: Fellowship Hour 
March 28 
 1:30 pm: lnt/Den Bible Discussion 

5:00 pm: PEO/BR 
March 29  
 1:00 pm: Cra  Day 
March 30  
 3:00 pm: Adult Lenten Studies 

7:00 pm: Choir Prac ce 
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First Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

1200 Clark Street 

Rapid City SD 57701 

            One Great Hour Of Sharing 

One Great Hour of Sharing, part of Our Church’s Wider Mission, is the spe-
cial mission offering of the United Church of Christ that carries God’s mes-
sage of love and hope to people in crisis. The UCC works with interna on-
al partners to provide sources of clean water, food, educa on and health 
care, small business micro-credit, advocacy and rese lement for refugees 
and displaced persons, and emergency relief and rehabilita on. One Great 
Hour of Sharing also supports domes c 
and interna onal ministries for disaster 
preparedness and response.  

Our church will be collec ng this 
offering on Sunday March, 27, 
2022.   


