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Farewell and 
Thank you! 

Department of Worship  
by Bonnie Edwards 

Worship Department met April 7, 2022.  It was decided to 
eliminate greeters for spring and summer.  Communion ser-
vice to worshipers in the pews will be resumed.  On June 12 
there will be a music program during the service provided by 
a traveling youth choir from Plymouth UCC, Des Moines.     

Kathleen Batchelder advised that she is re ring from per-
forming weddings and funerals within our congrega on and 
will no longer be the primary contact for the family or the 
officiant for the service.  It is me for her to travel and enjoy 

me with her husband and family.  She plans to be an ac ve 
member in our church family when they are in town.  We are 

grateful for her 12 years of service.  Enjoy your re rement, 
Kathleen!  

The Pulpit Supply Commi ee is working diligently to fill the 
pulpit every Sunday.  May and June are complete:  some new 
faces, some you know.   We ask your grace and pa ence un l 
we have a called pastor.   Isaiah 3:10 NLT:  Tell the godly that 
all will be well for them. … 

Moderator’s Moment 
 by Chuck Rounds 

Sybil and I have been in Australia since the 12th of April. We 
plan on returning in time for the May board meeting. We 
have had a great time with our son and his family whom we 
have been unable to see for 2 1/2 years because of covid. I 
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would like to thank Susan Kelts for doing my job with the 
board. It has been a busy month in the life of the church.   

The board voted to issue a letter to the conference Com-
mittee on Ministry requesting them to consider Erin Erick-
son entering the process of Member in Discernment, 
which would put her on the path to ordination. The board 
also accepted the bid from Action Mechanical for the pur-
chase and installation of a new boiler for $164,876.59 to 
be done this fall. 

The church covid procedures were discussed again and it 
was decided that masks will continue to be optional in-
cluding in the choir loft and coffee and cookies will be 
served during fellowship hour. Pastor Samantha Hauser 
will be our visiting pastor on May 15th and has requested 
that all wear masks on that day. 

The search committee has posted our updated church pro-
file and are hopeful, since Easter is over, that we will get 
some more candidate profiles. 

The raising of the balcony railing as required by the build-
ing codes has been completed and the board gives a “Big 
Thank You” to Eileen Rossow for managing that project.  

The board also approved a stipend for Ryan Webster for 
all of the work he does with the church service live stream 
as well as work with the sound system. It takes more time 
than anyone thought it would. A “Big Thank You” also goes 
to Ryan from the board. 

There also was a discussion at the board meeting about 
help in the nursery on Sunday mornings. If we want fami-
lies with small children to come to church, we need the 
nursery to be open. If you would like to help, just let the 
office or a board member know. We will be discussing this 
item at the next board meeting. 

The end of April was also the time that interim Pastor 
Mark Lee left for a new position. We thank Pastor Mark 
for his service to our congregation and wish him well. As 
our search for a new pastor continues, we will be hosting 
many different people to participate in our services and 
many of the tasks in the church will need to be done by 
those of us who care about this church. Please think about 
how you can help. If you know of someone who needs the 
help of the church, please tell the office or me or Becky 
Fleming so we can make sure they get that help. If you 
know someone who is in the hospital, let the church know 
so we may respond. The next several months will be diffi-
cult so we all need to be supportive of our church in any 
way we can and work together to make this place ready 
for our new pastor and new members who are looking for 
a welcoming place. 

Music Notes by Alan Glover 

As we get ready to finish this season for choir, we will be 
posting a sign-up sheet in the church office for gathering 
and anthem music for our summer services  beginning 
May 22, 2022.  Any help and participation for musical vari-
ety is appreciated.  Please contact Alan, Bonnie, or Patti to 
let us know of availability and music selections. 

 We would like to thank Pastor Mark for his past support 
of our music program and wish him well as he departs for 
Colorado and his new position there.  I would also like to 
thank Audrey, John, and our choir members for their par-
ticipation and support during this past year.  We are also 



blessed to have our United Brass playing again after a two 
year absence.  We look forward to hearing more from 
them in the future.  

 We look forward to starting up again this fall with new mu-
sic and hopefully, some additional new members as well.  

Stewardship and  
Budget by Pat Lebrun 

The Stewardship & Budget Committee thanks all who have 
paid their pledges to First Congregational.  In April, the year
-to-day pledges received totaled $53,673.39.  That reduced 
the pledge deficit to $3,710.61 below the budgeted 
amount.  You have helped keep our church operating!   
Expenses were under budget due to salary, building and 
grounds, and new pastor expenses being less than ex-
pected YTD.   
Services at First Congregational are getting back to normal 
as COVID restrictions are lifted and warmer weather en-
courages people to join together.  Coffee hour and Adult 
Forum have restarted and provide a forum for socializing.  

That is good news and we are hopeful that with the return 
to normal pledge receipts will continue to improve. 
Your financial support of First Congregational is greatly ap-
preciated.   

ONA Commi ee 
by Sybil Rounds 

The commi ee will be mee ng in early June, and will have 
reports on the availability of speakers for community pro-
grams that can provide informa on about their programs. 
Part of our affirming status is that we welcome everyone, 
ie the poor, the hungry, the undereducated, the differently 
abled, and there are many places in Rapid City that provide 
services to this part of our popula on. We con nue to look 
for ways to bring our message of acceptance to the wider 
community, so if you have ideas please contact someone 
from this commi ee (Carol Boyles, Mike Crutcher, Susie 
Kelts, Kim Nearhood, Sybil Rounds, Jodie Thuringer).  
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Open and Affirming Na onal Event 
Every year May 16 (Established in 2019) is Na onal Honor Our LGBT (Lesbian Gay Bisexual & Transgender) Elders Day.  
This is a me we can pay tribute to those who have paved the way for the LGBTQ+ community to obtain and con nue 
to seek important legisla on and rights.  There are many elders to thank for the hard work and accomplishments they 
have made over the past several decades to obtain equality.  Their journey has not been easy, but their struggles and 
victories are marked by courage, persistence, pas-
sion, and authen city.  Five pioneers for the 
LGBTQ+ for you to “google” on the internet are 
Gilbert Baker, Margarethe (Grethe) Cammermey-
er, Jean Arden Eversmeyer, Frank Kameny, and 
John Paul Hudson! 

Show your support with prayers and honor for our 
LGBT Elders on this important day! 

(informa on taken from the website: Na onalTo-
day.com) 
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Church Response Request 
Dear Valued Partner Church, 

Church Response has been serving the community for 50 years.  The organi-
za on was started immediately a er the flood in order to help distribute 
supplies to flood vic ms.  In recent years, we have re-defined our organiza-

on as primarily a food bank and now provide other cri cal services.  We get 
tremendous support from the community and local businesses.  Over the 
past five years, however, we have not had as much involvement from our 
community churches. 

Having con nued to operate through Covid-19, we are asking our churches 
to reengage with the board, appoint members of your church to fill vacant 
spots on the board and help us con nue this amazing organiza on as we move into the next 50 years! 

If you have members interested in joining the board, please reach out to us at:  churchresponsepantry@gmail.com or 
call the office at 605-342-5360. 

We can do it…. with your help!! 

Sincerely, 

Church Response Board of Directors 

You may also reach out to Sheila Long, who is our church’s board lone representa ve.   Would love to have a second 
board member from our church.   

Please Help 
In this me of increasing prices and summer 

me decreasing dona ons, there is a large 
need for food and toiletries at Church Re-
sponse.  Please bring in anything you can to 
help and place in the grocery cart in the nar-
thex.  This cart is delivered every month to 
Church response by the Department of Minis-
tries.   

Thank you! 

 



Placerville Church Camps for 2022 

Star ng to plan your summer fun?   
Save the dates for these opportuni es at Placerville Camp! 

Women’s Camp: June 5-9 

Shining Stars ( Grades 2-3): June 5-9 

Seekers (Grades 4-5): June 12-17 

Faith Explorers (Grades 6-8): June 19-24 

Grandcamp (Grandparents and Grandchildren):  June 24-26 

Crossroads (Grades 9-12): June 26– July 2 

Family Camp (All Ages): July 10-16 

Check out the website: h ps://www.placervillecamp.net/camps for more details 
and registra on forms.  

**There is financial assistance from your church, please reach out to the office if you want to 
go to camp and have great life long memories!  
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 Black Hills Assoc Annual Mee ng- Rescheduled 
Annual Spring Mee ng will be held at Placerville on May 22, 2022 at 3:00pm.  

Delegates and visitors are welcome!  We share in 
worship, elect officers, receive reports and other 
business.   

Please RSVP to either Kerry Steever at Placerville 
Camp (uccplace@hotmail.com) or our vice-
moderator, Rev. Chuck Aurand 
(caurand3@gmail.com  or  call at 605-569-3131). 



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

Department of Educa-
on by Pa  Arneson 

The Department of Educa on shared 
in fun and faith with the children of 
the Church on April 1, 2022.  We were 
enlightened by the Easter Story, as 
told by Rev. Kathleen. She had a LOT 
of help with the Easter Story, as many 
of our children shared their own 
knowledge of Easter.  It was great to 
see such ac ve involvement!  Thanks 
to Ingrid Arlton who helped the chil-
dren make gorgeous, colorful Easter 
eggs.  We decorated wooden  crosses 
to  reflect the Easter Season and en-
joyed  fun relay games. The children 
le  with a bag of Easter goodies, 
which included arts and cra s to cre-
ate the Easter Story. 

Our next (and last) Sunday A ernoon 
Ac vi es, will be on May 15, 2022.  
This is later than usual, but we are 
having a li le pizza party to end our 

year of Sunday A er-
noon Ac vi es.  We will 
be sending Spring me 
gree ngs to those in our 
Congrega on who aren’t 
able to a end o en by 
making homemade 
cards.  Perhaps we will 
even make a special gi  
for our parents, to cele-
brate Spring.  We have 
slated Vaca on Bible School for July 
19-21, from 5:30-8:00, with supper 
included.  Our theme is “Let Your 
Light Shine”.  It promises to be fun 
for kids of all ages, and we encourage 
all children to bring a friend to VBS! 

Our Sunday School each Sunday has 
been so much fun this year.  Crea vi-
ty, Cra s, Comradery each week 
helped to strengthen friendships and 
faith for our UCC kiddos.  Again, 
many thanks for the gals who share 
their me and talent to make each 
and every Sunday a success.  Kudos 
to Becky Fleming, Sue Maynard, and 
Sharon Darrow!!!!!!  Sunday School 
will culminate on May 15, 2022 as 
well. 

The Adult Forum has been of interest 
to many of our congregants who 
have stayed a er church, gleaning 
knowledge from many in our commu-
nity. On May 1st, Michelle Loobey 
Gertsch from One Heart will be our 
featured speaker. Thank you to Kath-
leen Batchelder and Gene Lebrun for 
securing speakers for this educa onal 

me for adults. 
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Save the Date 

May 15, 2022  

3pm to 5pm 

Pizza Party!!  
 



 

KIDS KORNER 
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Farewell gift from the kids.  

Thank you Pastor Mark! 



MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES 

Thank you 
Many thanks to you for the lovely go-
ing away celebra on, beau ful gi s, 
and though ul cards.  I deeply appre-

ciate your care during this transi on, 
and this sends me on to my next min-
istry in good shape.  May God con n-
ue to bless you all! 

Rev. Dr. Mark Lee 
Former Interim Minister  

I want to thank all of those who have 
sent cards and prayers for my recov-
ery, following total hip replacement.  
Also, thank you to all the friends that 
spent me to help me smile through 
visits and sharing neat surprises.  I am 

doing well with care from my family, 
and hope to see be back in my own 
home. Joan Drydahl 

Change of Address 
 Eunice Johnson 
 Westhills Healthcare 
 133 Texas St.  #21 
 Rapid City, SD 57701 
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May 2    Linda Parro  
May 3    Evan Gallen ne 
       Bruce Nearhood 
       Cory Vrooman 
May 6    Trent Eddy 
May 10   Gerald Koch 
       Georgia O'Connor 
May 11   Kim Bell 
       Lily Hamann 
       Sharon Darrow 
May 12   Linnea Putnam 
May 13   CeeCee Rogers 

 
May 15   Lisa Lyons 
May 16    Merrick Fisher 
May 18   Emerson Mortenson 
May 19   Ruth Schemmel 
May 21   Lia Green 
May 24   Benjamin Deyo 
May 25   Macey Wathen 
May 27    Jacob Schnabel 
May 28   Adam Grigg 
May 29   Nadine Zeller 
May 30   Siri Palm 



 

Prayer Concerns 
· Prayers for the family of Terry Whi ng 

who passed away April 3. 2022.   
· Prayers for the family of Jane Ireland who 

passed away April 18, 2022.   
 
Our prayers are with those who are dealing 
with health concerns.  
· Joan Dyrdahl, who is recovering from hip 

surgery 
· Cindy Ledford’s mom, Dorothy, so is re-

covering from a fall 
· Nadine Zeller who is recovering from 

health concerns.  
· Eunice Johnson, who is dealing with 

health concerns.  She is home now and 
would love visitors and cards.  

· Deb Tompkins health is improving, yet 
s ll on oxygen  

· Lee Boyles is deal-
ing with health con-
cerns  

· Jill Kundtz is facing 
health concerns.  

 
 
 
 
 

We pray with those in care centers and all 
who are isolated in their homes, including:  
· Shirley Baumgartner  
· Dona Cheney  
· Vivian Di mer  
· Carol Donnenwirth  
· Wes Humke  
· Eunice Johnson  
· Chuck Knowlton   
· Merrie Miller  
· Marrelyce Seaman  
· Lorraine Slocum  
· Helen Snyder 
·  Elena Van Pelt 

MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES 
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MISSION AND OUTREACH 

Woodchuck Society News 
There will be no splitting days this month, but there are 
some logs at the church lot that need to be cut into fire-
place lengths. There will also be a couple of days of work 
picking up logs scheduled later in the month. Watch your 
emails for details. It will be great to be back at work after a 
long hibernation period.  

Some of the Woodchuck team have been busy helping el-
derly church members with moves. "Who ya gonna call? 
Woodchucks!!" This team rocks!  

News from los Guido, Costa Rica 
Pastor Dorotea sent a few photos this month, showing 
some of the food packages, and also the small group that 
gathered for worship. There was no other news from her, 
but she sends her sincere thanks for the help received 
from our congregation.  

 

 

 

 

 

Medical Equipment available 
Please remember that the church has medical equipment 
to be loaned for as long as you need it. There are several 
sizes and styles of walkers, bedside commodes, canes, 
grabbers, gait belts, shower chairs, crutches, etc. If you 
find that you need something to assist you as you recover, 
check out the church items before you buy something. The 
church office has a check out procedure, so give Patti a 
call.  
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  CALENDAR 
The calendar changes o en, so please check the weekly email and/or online calendar 

on our church website.  Rcfirstucc.com 

May 1   
 9:30 am: Worship Service 

10:30am: Church Response Grocery Card 
Sales 
10:30 am: Fellowship Hour 
10:45 am: Adult Forum 
3:00 pm: Black Hills Chamber Music Concert 

May 3 
 1:00 pm: Cra  Day 

3:30pm: Discernment Commi ee Mee ng 
May 4 
 7:00 pm: Choir Prac ce 
May 6 
 10:00 am: Watercolor Pain ng Group 

1:00 pm: Stained Glass Group 
May 8 
 9:30 am: Worship Service 

10:30 am: Fellowship Hour 
May 9 
 5:00 pm: PEO/BR Mee ng 
May 10 
 12:30 PEO/BF Mee ng 

1:00 pm: Cra  Day 
4:15 pm: Trust Board Mee ng 

May 11 
 10:00 am: Women's Fellowship Mee ng 

7:00 pm: Choir Prac ce 
May 12 
 10:00 am: Altar Guild Mee ng 

4:30 pm: Dept of Worship Mee ng 
6:30 pm: Stewardship and Budget Mee ng 

 

May 13 
 10:00 am: Watercolor Pain ng Group 

1:00 pm: Stained Glass Group 
May 15 
 9:30 am: Worship Service 

10:30 am: Fellowship Hour 
10:45 am: Adult Forum 
3:00 pm: Sunday A ernoon Ac vi es for 
Youth 

May 17 
 1:00 pm: Cra  Day 

3:30pm: Discernment Commi ee Mee ng 
7:00 pm: Church Board Meeitng 

May 18 
 9:30 am: Good Morning Circle  

6:30 pm: Good Evening Circle 
7:00 pm: Choir Prac ce 

May 20 
 10:00 am: Watercolor Pain ng Group 

1:00 pm: Stained Glass Group 
May 22 
 9:30 am: Worship Service 

10:30 am: Fellowship Hour 
10:45 am: Dept of Ed Mee ng 

May 24 
 1:00 pm: Cra  Day 
May 25 
 7:00 pm: Choir Prac ce 
May 26 
 1:30 pm: Memoir Wri ng Group 
May27  
 10:00 am: Watercolor Pain ng Group 

1:00 pm: Stained Glass Group 
May 29 
 9:30 am: Worship Service 

10:30 am: Fellowship Hour 
May 31 
 1:00 pm: Cra  Day 

3:30 pm: Discernment Commi ee 
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First Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

1200 Clark Street 

Rapid City SD 57701 

             Strengthen the Church 

Each year on Pentecost Sunday our congrega on takes part in the 
Strengthen the Church All Church Offering. The Strengthen the Church 
offering supports the expansion of ministry and growth of UCC local 
congrega ons. As God calls our congrega ons to be the church in new 
ways, your generosity will plant new churches, awaken new ideas in 
exis ng churches and develop 
the spiritual life in our youth 
and young adults. Our congre-
ga on will receive the STC 
offering on Pentecost Sunday, 
June 5, 2022 

       


