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The busy life of an 
exciting community 

means there’s always 
something new 

happening. 

Habitat for Humanity 

The plan is now in place for our 

participation in the Habitat for Hu-

manity apostles’ build. There are a 

lot of different ways to become 

involved in the project. People of all 

ages and abilities are welcome to 

become a part of this exciting pro-

ject. Check out the story on page 

two of this issue of the Call for more 

information about how you can 

participate. 

More than New Doors 

As has been typical of our phase one 

church projects, the installation of 

our new front doors was weather 

delayed during the last week of 

April. It wasn’t the snow, but the 

high winds that kept us from com-

pleting the project. Construction is 

set to begin May 5 at 7 am. The new 

doors should be in place for worship 

on May 11. Our fish door handles 

are being refinished to be ready to 

welcome new generations of people 

to worship. 

The Resurrection Journey Continues 
On May 4, the focus text for our worship is Luke 24:13-35. It is the story 

of two disciples on the road to Emmaus and their surprising encounter with 
the resurrected Jesus. Notable in the story is that the disciples don’t recog-

nize Jesus as they walk with him, or even as he taught them. They recog-
nized him through the sacrament of breaking bread. Our lives are like that. 
We are constantly surrounded by signs of resurrection, but it often takes a 
special experience to have our eyes opened to see what has been with us 
all along.  

A new Habitat for Humanity project, the completion of phase one of our 
capital projects, hosting the Conference annual meeting, the ongoing busi-
ness of ministering to those who are ill, grieving, or in special need—all of 
these seemingly routine parts of our life together are signs that God is at 
work in our midst and we are invited to live our lives as Easter people. 

Along the way, we can expect to be surprised. God has new experi-
ences and new ministries yet to be revealed as we travel the resurrection 
road together. And God is walking with us every step of the way—even 
when we don’t recognize the holy presence.  



 

Apostles’ Build means a new home 

I often have the opportunity to 

meet new people as a part of 

my work as your pastor.  The 

Hunter family is much like many 

of the families in our congrega-

tion. A single mom, raising two 

children, working full time and 

two lively and energetic chil-

dren. Their dream is achievable: 

to have a home where they can 

live, where the children can 

grow into adulthood and where 

all will be warm and safe. They 

are willing to work hard for 

their dream and they don’t ex-

pect anything to be given to 

them. They are the family who 

will purchase the Habitat for 

Humanity Apostles’ Build home 

when it is completed. Their pay-

ments on the 20-year mortgage 

are affordable for them. The 

new house is the opportunity of 

a lifetime. Like all Habitat for 

Humanity families, they have 

taken classes and are investing 

“sweat equity” in their home.  

It is an honor and a privilege to 

work alongside such energetic 

and engaged people as they 

earn their way to a brighter 

future. 

Here’s how you can become a member of Ward’s crew 

A PASTOR’S POINT OF VIEW 

Although the Apostles Build does not 

obligate our congregation to any spe-

cific financial responsibility, it is a 

simple fact that building a new home 

for a family costs money.  And we 

have set a fund-raising goal of 

$7,000 as our portion of the Habitat 

for Humanity project. Habitat for Hu-

manity is based on Biblical financial 

principles: houses are sold at no in-

terest and no profit to families. 

Homes are funded by donations and 

the affiliate doesn’t borrow to com-

plete construction. In keeping with 

those principles, we sought to dis-

cover a way for all of the members of 

our congregation to participate in the 

project, believing that when everyone 

has had the opportunity to participate 

we will have raised the money that 

God intends for us to have for this 

particular project. 

Beginning on Sunday, May 11, you 

will begin to see buttons in our con-

gregation. They simply say, “I’m on 

Ward’s Crew.”  Ward Cheney has 

served as construction supervisor on 

several of our church’s Habitat for 

Humanity projects and has served on 

the board of directors of Black Hills 

Area Habitat for Humanity. He has 

often said, “It’s just a house. Let’s get 

it done.”  

You can become a member of 

Ward’s Crew and get your button in 

several different ways: 

1. You can donate any amount to 

the project. Donations from 5 

cents to $1,000 will be accepted. 

(We’ll probably accept a gift of 

over $1,000, but we need to talk 

first.) 

2. You can serve as a host at a 

work day by helping to sign in 

volunteers, provide snacks and/

or meals or help with childcare. 

3. You can volunteer and work on 

the construction of the house. 

4. You can tell us you forgot, lost, or 

gave away your button and we’ll 

give you another one. 

We believe that when we look out at 

the congregation and see that every-

one has a button, or when we run out 

of buttons, that we will have raised 

the amount of money that God in-

tends for us to raise.  We will have 

also provided opportunities for peo-

ple of all ages, all abilities, and all 

means to participate in this exciting 

adventure of faith.  
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Boards and Departments 

FROM THE CHURCH 

BOARD  

The church board met on April 

22nd, with Gerry Boehrs, Modera-

tor, conducting the meeting.  The 

church ministers reported that 

Easter Week was filled with activi-

ties, services, events, and high 

attendance.  The newly refur-

bished Fellowship Hall was a won-

derful asset for all of the activities 

and events during the week.   

The church has several big events 

coming up in May and June which 

the membership will want to be a 

part of.  The Habitat for Humanity 

home has a foundation. All volun-

teers need to register on line 

ahead of time in order to partici-

pate.  The church office has an 

instruction sheet for registering 

online for this great project.   

UCC First Congregational Church 

will be hosting the 144th Confer-

ence Annual Meeting, "Ministry in 

Motion", June 6, 7 and 

8.  Volunteers are needed for all 

aspects of the event.  Julie Burton 

is the coordinator.  Let her know 

how you can help.  If you would 

like to attend the meeting, regis-

tration forms can be obtained in 

the church office or on the Confer-

ence website and are due by May 

15th.     

We will have a new cleaning ser-

vice beginning May 1st.  In addi-

tion to the regular cleaning, we 

would really like to get the church 

"spiffed up" for all the guests that 

will be visiting us in early 

June.  Women's Fellowship will be 

scheduling clean-up days in 

May.  Please make every effort to 

help when you can.          

Eileen Rossow, Clerk 

Department of Ministries 

We appreciate each person that 
stops to purchase food coupons 
on Sundays.  As a result of this 
way of giving, we were recently 
able to give checks of $1,000 
each to Church Response and to 
United Campus Ministry.   

We will be serving our hot meal 
at Cornerstone Mission on Fri-
day, May 30th.  Anyone that 
would like to experience this min-
istry is welcome to join us.  We 
will be preparing the food on 
Thursday, May 29th beginning at 
9:00 AM in the church kitchen.  If 
anyone would like to experience 

MODERATOR’S MUSINGS 
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Hats Off! And thank you to our Ministers and staff for planning and executing an inspir-

ing series of services from Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday.  I hope you all were able 

to attend at least one of the services during the week.  Those of us who just attend a 

service for an hour or so sometimes forget all the hours of planning and arranging that 

make these programs so meaningful. 

We have another special occasion coming to our church soon: the Conference Annual 

Meeting will be held here June 6-8.  We will want to be good hosts and put our “best 

foot forward” for our guests.  Our building will be more inviting with the completion of 

Phase I of the Capital Improvements Program, with the concrete entry and doors now 

wrapping up.  There will be lots of opportunities for volunteers, and Julie will be coordi-

nating much of that.  Also, there will be special times for volunteers for extra cleaning 

projects.  The Women’s Fellowship and the Building and Grounds Dept. will be an-

nouncing those times.  I urge all of us who are able to come and help out-we will need 

the help! 

Gerry Boehrs, Moderator 

serving on the food line, consider 
joining us on Friday.  We will serve 
12 dozen cookies so we can use 
all the donations our wonderful, 
faithful bakers can contribute.  
Please talk to Robin Franson if 
you can help us help others 
through this mission.    

Thank you to each person that 
supports our department and al-
lows us to serve those beyond our 
church walls.  God bless each one 
of you.     

Robin Franson 



 

  News and Events 

The first quarter numbers are 

in and they look good! Our 

members responded to our 

second effort appeal with ad-

ditional pledges sufficient to 

balance our budget and our 

income and spending are in 

line with our budget. As of the 

end of March we had a mod-

est surplus of income over 

expenses of $5,632.03. Al-

though we know we need sur-

plus because income drops off 

during the summer as mem-

bers and friends are engaged 

in vacations and other activi-

ties, the church ended the 

quarter in a strong and stable 

financial position.  

The Department of Steward-

ship and Budget wishes to 

thank all of our members and 

friends for their generosity 

and support. If you have any 

questions about the church’s 

budget or financial position, 

please contact any member of 

the Department of Steward-

ship and Budget. 

Our congregation is busy and engaged in many different ministries in 

our community. For more news, check out www.rcfirstucc.com 

Monthly Budget Update 
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THREE MUSIC SCHOLARSHIPS 

AVAILABLE FOR 2013-2014 

Application forms are available for 
three music scholarships for the  
Rapid City area students or musi-
cians connected to musical organiza-
tion in the city.  

The scholarship fund was begun in 
1979 and is named for music patron, 
Inabelle Willard, and organist, Zona 
White. Zona White played organ at 
First Congregational UCC for 49 
years and taught piano and organ 
students. She also helped organize 
the Rapid City Concert Assoc. Two 
$1500 scholarships will be awarded 
in honor of Zona White, and one 
$1000 awarded in honor of Inabelle 
Willard. 

Post-high school students interested 
in pursuing music studies and adults 
participating in music related fields 
may be eligible for the one-year 
scholarships. Applicants may be con-
sidered even if their primary field of 
study is not music, but provides train-
ing he/she expects to use by partici-
pating in community music groups. 

Application forms are available from 
the church office, or can be 
downloaded from our website at rcfir-
stucc.com. Applications must be re-
ceived in the church office by May 31, 
2014. Awards will be finalized by 
June 15, 2014. For information, call 
Lynnell Parrott at 719-9728. 
 

 

 

LOVE INC NEWS  

For over two years, First Congrega-
tional Church has participated in Love 
INC (Love in the Name of Christ) of 
the Black Hills. We are one of ap-
proximately forty area churches work-
ing alongside area human service 
agencies to assist those in need in 
our community. It is the generosity of 
volunteers and donors that make 
Love INC's ministry possible through 
programs like Cases for Kids. This 
year our Women's Good Evening Cir-
cle made and donated 35 fleece blan-
kets for these cases which will be 
given to children who are being 
housed in local shelters. 

Love INC is gearing up for its Clothe-
a-Kid program which helps parents 
make their dollars stretch so that their 
children, ages 5-14, can have new 
clothes and feel good about starting 
school in the fall. Last year, our 
church members gave a tremendous 
amount of support to this program. 
There are many ways to help again 
this year: 1) sponsor a child for $60 
(or make a donation of any size), 2) 
volunteer in June to register and con-
nect with families, and 3) shop in Au-
gust with a child and their parents at 
Kohl's. Sign-up sheets and informa-
tion will be available in the Fellowship 
Hall following worship in May. Please 
visit their website to learn more about 
these and other programs offered by 
Love INC at www.loveinconline.com.  

 

 

 

http://www.loveinconline.com


 

Good Morning Circle 

Bridge Marathon  

Winners for the year 

2013-2014 

1st PLACE 

Shirley Brockman &  

Carol Donnenwirth 

 

2nd PLACE 

Mary Yelick & 

Joan Koch 
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GEC - THE JARED BOX PROJECT 

The Good Evening Circle is lifting the 
spirits of chronically ill children at 
Rapid City Regional Hospital through 
the Jared Box Project. Jared was a 
brave little boy battling cancer who 
always brought a backpack full of toys 
and games to his appointments. He 
questioned why other children didn’t 

bring toys to their exam rooms. Jared 
died on November 12, 2000 yet his 
inspiration lives on through the kind-
ness of others.  
A Jared Box is a plastic storage box 
filled with small gifts, toys, cards and 
games as well as well wishes, hope 
and love. The boxes are given to 
chronically ill children to help  them 
through their medical treatments and 
appointments. For more information, 
please contact Dawn Erk, Cindy 
Ledford, Laura Smith or go to 
www.thejaredbox.com. 
 

“LET’S DANCE” CONCERT 

Bells of the Hills and Heartland Hand-
bells from Sioux Falls will present a 
joint “Let’s Dance” concert on Sun-
day, May 4, at 2:00 p.m., at South 
Canyon Lutheran Church.  All selec-
tions are based on music for dancing 
in many styles ranging from Purcell 
and Tchaikovsky to Lady Gaga.  Sev-
eral pieces by native South Dakota 
composer Cathy Moklebust will also 
be featured.  Four of our own church 
handbell choir are members:  Lynn 
Barber, Michael Bossen, Becky 
Umenthum and Ryan Webster.  Ad-
mission is free; donations are ac-
cepted.     

GMC BRIDGE MARATHON 

The Good Morning Circle Bridge 
Marathon Luncheon was held at the 
Elks Club on April 12, 2014.  22 mem-
bers were present. Irma Becker and 
Ida Muree St. Pierre were unable to 
attend.  Carol Donnenwirth and Joan 
Arneson made all of the arrange-
ments and decorations for the lunch-
eon.  This year we made a profit of    
$262.62. The winners for the bridge 
played at the luncheon are Bev 
Ambrose, Marilyn Bergman and 
Laura Boyd. The winners of this 
year’s bridge marathon are: Carol 
Donnenwirth and Shirley Brockman; 
Mary Yelick and Joan Koch; Ida 
Muree St. Pierre and Irma Becker. 

CHOIR UPDATES 

Thanks to Marilyn Fransen for step-
ping in to direct the choir while Karen 
Ross is undergoing treatment. The 
choir will not rehearse on Wednesday 
evenings during May. Choir members 
are asked to arrive promptly at 8:30 
on Sunday mornings to rehearse. The 
choir will sing through May 18 and 
then take a short break before provid-
ing leadership for the choir for the An-
nual Meeting of the South Dakota 
Conference of the United Church of 
Christ on June 8. 

A schedule of special music is now 
being formed for summer worship. If 
you are able to sing or have sugges-
tions for musicians for our summer 
worship, please contact the church 
office at (605) 342-5787 for more in-
formation. 



 

Education Pages 

Over the past decade, ap-

proximately 6 million people 

have been killed in ongoing 

conflict and war for control 

of the Congo’s vast mineral 

resources.  This unstable 

situation has led to systemic 

humanitarian needs and 

ongoing human rights viola-

tions.  Global Ministries 

works with the Community 

of Disciples of Christ in 

Congo (CDCC) on a variety of 

projects throughout the 

Congo as an expression of 

our shared belief that all 

people and all of creation 

should share in God's Abun-

dant life. 

There are four projects that 

have been designated by the 

CDCC as priorities and your 

support of these is greatly 

appreciated. 

1. Hospital Projects 

2. Water Projects 

3. Agricultural Projects 

4. Education for Girls in 

the Equator Region 

From a Benefit Concert to Bowl for Kids Sake, our children and youth 

are engaged in mission and ministry 

THE CONGO INITIATIVE 
Taking Action 
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CONGO INITIATIVE 

BENEFIT CONCERT 

Arjun and Aparna Ayyangar will pro-
vide music for a special benefit con-
cert  at our church on Sunday, May 
18 at 1:00 pm. A freewill offering will 
be taken and all proceeds will go to 
benefit the Congo Initiative, one of 
the projects of One Great Hour of 
Sharing. Arjun and Aparna share in-
formation about the concert: 

“We read about the Congo Initiative in 

the church bulletin article. We were 
touched on reading that, even though 
the living conditions in Congo were 
harsh, the people there prayed to 
God, praised Him, and felt blessed. 
We also read in the bulletin that this 
year’s One Great Hour of Sharing 

was to benefit Congo. We always 
wanted to use our musical talents to 
help others in need, as we believe 
that our musical talents are also a gift 
from God. So, we requested the 
church to arrange for an hour of 
benefits concert. We are thankful to 
receive the church’s active support. 

We will be playing different instru-
ments (some classical music and 
some pop music). The audience is 
more than welcome to sing along for 
the pop music. We will also have au-
dience’s choice of national anthems 

that will be played on the piano to-
wards the end of our concert and the 
Congo national anthem as the finale. 

We hope that you enjoy our music 
and feel good about donating to help 
fellow human beings in Africa.  This is 

also another great opportunity to em-
pathize with and extend our care to 
people whom we do not know per-
sonally.” Arjun and Aparna Ayyangar  

NEW CHILDREN’S READING CLUB 

Welcome to our New Children’s 

Reading Club. Perhaps you are not 
aware that the UCC Library has been 
reorganized for everyone's enjoyment 
and learning. Books are organized by 
subject matter. A guide is posted in-
side the door of Room 22. The check 
out procedure is self-explanatory but 
if you have questions, call Sharon 
Darrow (716-668), Ruth Ann Karlen 
(716-1578) or Eleanore Moe (721-
3460). Help us improve by giving us 
ideas in our suggestion box. 

All parents want to be the very best 
parents possible. Early literacy can 
make a world of difference in the lives 
of our children. Statistics prove that 
reading to babies and non-readers 
helps prepare them for life’s chal-

lenges. Our library has initiated a 
CHILDREN’S READING CLUB that 

can become a daily part of busy life. 
Visit the book checkout in Fellowship 
Hall. Due dates for awards are listed 
here.  Older youth will find additional 
reading books in the Library. While 
you are helping your precious one(s) 
find their reading, browse the special 
books in Fellowship Hall and Library. 
BUILD A READER. 

BOWL FOR KIDS’ SAKE 

United Church Youth will bowl in the 
Bowl for kids’ Sake fundraiser on Fri-
day, May 9 at 6:00 pm at Mead-



 

CHILDREN LEARN ABOUT 

WORSHIP BY 

WORSHIPING WITH 

THEIR FAMILIES 

The summer months provide 

an opportunity for families 

to worship together. Chil-

dren’s bulletins and activity 

sheets will be provided each 

week, but there are no Sun-

day School classes during the 

summer months. Nursery 

care is available for pre-

schoolers, age 0-5. However, 

to maintain a safe nursery 

environment for our young 

children, we ask that older 

kids do not congregate in the 

nursery. 
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owood Lanes. It’s “Neon Night,” so 

plan to wear something BRIGHT! 
Bowl for Kids’ Sake is about having 

fun to help kids continue on a positive 
path. Big Brothers Big Sisters helps 
children realize their potential and 
build their futures by pairing adult vol-
unteers with children who need an-
other adult in their lives. Although 
many children come from single par-
ent families, the program is open to 
kids in all types of situations. This 
event raises money for Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of the Black Hills. 2014 is 
the THIRTEENTH consecutive year 
that United Church Youth has partici-
pated in this fundraiser! Youth will be 
gathering pledges on Sunday, May 4 
and throughout the week until May 9. 
Because we’re hoping to recapture 

the prize as the top youth group fund-
raisers in the city, we’ve invited the 

fifth graders to bowl with those in mid-
dle school and high school. If we win, 
those fifth graders will be able to join 
the great fun night at Flags and 
Wheels next fall. What a great way to 
kick-off the start of another great 
youth group year! If you are in grades 
5-12, grab a sponsorship form and 
help us win this great party. And 
along the way, you’ll also be helping 

kids in our community with your fund-
raising efforts.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION        

We don’t have specific testing stan-

dards in the church to measure the 
success of our Christian Education 
program. Christian learning is a life-
long journey and there are may steps. 

This has been a good year of growing 
in faith and knowledge for our children 
and youth. On Sunday, May 18, we 
will publicly thank the teachers who 
have shared their time and their faith 
to help our young people grow. This 
year’s teachers are: Pandi Bollock, 

preschool; Sharon Darrow and Jenny 
Seals, elementary; Lynn Grauman, 
Laura Switzer and Holly Perli, youth; 
Leslie Brookes, piano accompanist 
and Sue Maynard, substitute. Ryan 
Webster and Nick Strampe have 
served as youth group assistants this 
year, helping Ted and Susan Huffman 
with the Wednesday night program 
High School students Jake Nickel, 
Johnathan Nickel and Elena Koehn 
have served as nursery workers, 
along with occasional support from 
Malaike Burke and Salim Fisher. 

REGISTER FOR PLACERVILLE CAMP 

The camping season is fast ap-
proaching! Already Becky Fleming is 
signed up to be a Dean. Hadlee Kron-
miller is signed up to be a counselor. 
Chuck and Sybil Rounds are signed 
up to take their grandchildren to 
Grand Camp. Now it’s time for YOU 

to sign up, too! Check out the Placer-
ville website at placervillecamp.net or 
pick up a form from the church bulle-
tin board and plan your time at Plac-
erville Camp. Remember, First Con-
gregational Church pays half the reg-
istration fee for our church members. 
Plan now to include Placerville in your 
Summer Schedule. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

SAVE THE DATES! 

JULY 14—18, 2015 

Dinner at 5:30 pm 

Program 6—8 pm 

Theme:  

STORIES OF MOSES 



 

MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES 

The church board has ended 

our relationship with Captain 

Clean, Inc. and has engaged 

Linda Erickson as our new 

church cleaner.  The new 

cleaning service will begin 

with Linda cleaning on Mon-

days and her son-in-law Ryan 

Schendzielos cleaning on Fri-

days.  Linda is known to many 

of our members as the 

mother of Erin Schendzielos, 

our United Campus Ministries 

pastor at the South Dakota 

School of Mines and Technol-

ogy. 

Be sure to offer a warm wel-

come to Linda and Ryan 

whenever you see them 

working in our church.  

Check out these pages for news and information about the members 

of our congregation, prayer concerns and other community concerns 

WE BEGIN WITH A NEW 

CLEANING SERVICE 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

The following members and friends 
have May Birthdays: 

May 2:  Linda Parrott 
 Ingrid Anderson 
May 3: Evan Gallentine 
May 5: Jack Carpenter 
 Hannah Schiermeister 
May 6: Mae Louise Zeise 
 Trent Eddy 
May 7: Oscar Stradinger 
May 8: Les Snyder 
May 9: Kenny Umenthum 
May10: Gerald Koch 
 Georgia O’Connor 
 Wyatt Trana 
May11: Sharon Darrow 
 Lily Hamann 
May 12: Linnea Putnam 
May 13: Lois Herndon 
 Mimi Comley 
May 15: Lisa Lyons 
May 16: Merrick Fisher 
May 18:  Loretta Davis 
May 21: Lia Green 
 Oona Evans 
May 23: John Arneson 
 Terry Whiting 
 Steven Roskam 
May 24: Gordon Magnusson 
May 25: Jane Anderson 
 Macey Wathen 
May 26: Al Dymock 
May 28:  Melanie Garstenshlager 
 Adam Grigg 
May 30: Siri Palm 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

The family and friends of Will Robin-
son who died with services on May 2.  

As this issue of The Call goes to 
press, we are saddened to learn of 
the death of Dick Wade. We sur-
round Alta and other family members 
with our prayers as they enter this 
journey of grief. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with the  
family of Joan Ebert following her 
death. 

Our sympathy goes out the family of 
Eric and Jennifer James following 
the death of Eric’s Father, Lance, in 

Pennsylvania.  

Please hold in your thoughts and 
prayers Carla Crawford and family 
following the death of her husband, 
Mitchell. Services were held on April 
26 in Wall, SD. 

At Canistota, SD:  Bill Dittmer 

At Bridgewater, SD:   Marge Raabe 

At Echo Ridge:  Ed Dull,  
Les Snyder, John Arneson 

At Golden Living Centers, 
Bella Vista:  Stan Halla, Kay Wolff 

At Westhills South:  Bryce Smith, 
Shirley Triggs 

At Fountain Springs:   
Orville Zimmerman 

In Military Service:  Kyle Kloeckl (Ed 
and Ginny Ensz’s grandson), Melanie 

Moore, and all those serving our 
country. 

Other Church Members at home 
are in our thoughts and prayers, 
including: Karen Ross, Ida Muree 
St. Pierre, Susan Kelts, Ward Che-
ney, Marvin Bitterman, Harry Putnam, 
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144TH SD CONFERENCE 

ANNUAL MEETING 

JUNE 6 - 7- 8 

Volunteers needed for June 5, 

6, 7, 8 to help with the SD Con-

ference Annual Meeting.   

Find out how you can “Help 

Make a Splash” and keep 

“Ministry in Motion” by calling 

Julie at 342-5787 or stop by the 

church office for details. All 

volunteers are able to go to 

workshops free on Saturday. 

 

Note: The deadline for registra-

tion has been extended to May 

15.  If you want to go to the 

meetings, hearings and work-

shops, cost is $65. You may sign 

up for any or all of the catered 

meals: The picnic Friday Night 

cost $12; Lunch on Saturday 

afternoon, hosted by the SD 

Women’s Fellowship, cost $12; 

Banquet Saturday cost $38 and 

includes recognition awards, 

Placerville Bat Houses, enter-

tainment by the Van Nuys Fam-

ily Band and much more. . . .  so 

sign up for whatever works in 

your life and let’s make a splash 

together! 

 

(go to sodakucc.org or stop by 

the church office for more infor-

mation). 

Marjorie Sagen, Vera Mettler, Vivian 
Dittmer and Bob Moore. 

Family and friends of our church 
members include: Mike Lebrun, son 
of Pat & Gene Lebrun; John Meyers, 
son of Dorothy Davis; Cheryl Wathen, 
mother of Gwyn Wathen; Tom Berry’s 

daughter, Melissa Klein; Kathryn 
Kuhn; Steve Chapin; Sherre Christen-
sen; Dan Williams, son-in-law of Ted 
and Mary Linda McBride. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

We rejoice and thank you for your 
prayers for the following families:   
Barney Nichols, Al Pitts and Kathy 
Oulman-Johnson’s grandson, David.  

Congratulations to add Bob and Bertie 
Roberts who are celebrating 24 years 
of marriage on May 11th. Blessings to 
you both. 

Congratulations to MSgt. John Nickel, 
celebrating 20 years of service in the 
United States Air Force. 

THANK YOU NOTES 

Thank you for your continuing support 
of the work of Break Through, Inc. Our 
work of rehabilitation education and 
advocacy for persons living with dis-
abilities continues. We are excited 
about new work we are beginning to 
bring additional education and re-
sources in partnership with the South 
Dakota Developmental Disabilities 
Council. The on-going support of our 
church family is deeply appreciated! 
Ben and Dee Anderson 

 

Thank you for the lovely prayer shawls 
Kathleen brought to Harry and me. 
They are just right for the cool morn-
ings & evenings. Thank you for your 
prayers. God bless you!            
Margaret Putnam 

I wish to thank you for many expres-
sions of comfort and caring I received 
when my sister passed away. This is a 
most loving congregation and I count 
it a real blessing that led me to the 
door of First Congregational.      
Shirley Baumgartner 

Thank you so much for your contribu-
tion of $326 as well as 450 pounds of 
food and toiletry items. We are deeply 
grateful for your contributions as they 
make a wonderful difference for those 
in need. Thank you so much for car-
ing. We appreciate you!                 
Your Church Response Family 

RECOGNIZING OUR GRADUATES 

We are collecting the names of this 
year’s graduates: high school, college, 

technical school, and graduate school. 
The next issue of The Call will cele-
brate their achievements and we don’t 

want to leave anyone out. Please let 
the church office know of any gradu-
ates in your family or the families of 
other church members and friends so 
we can share in the celebrations. 

 



 

CHURCH EVENTS 

The Congregational Connec-

tions Team will meet on Sun-

day, May 25, at 11a.m. in 

Room 24 for light lunch and 

conversation. We will catch up 

on wonderful connections that 

have been made, and we will 

discuss ideas for the future of 

the team. For more informa-

tion, contact Kathleen 

Batchelder. 

There is always a place for you to become more involved in the activities of 

our church, check out these events and activities and mark your calendar 

CONGREGATIONAL    

CONNECTIONS 

TEAM MEETING 
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CONGREGATIONAL CONNECTIONS 

In a congregation as large and as 
busy as ours, it is a challenge to 
know when each person needs a bit 
of extra attention—a phone call or a 
visit.  When YOU need a visit or when 
you hear of a FELLOW CHURCH 
MEMBER who is ill, is having sur-
gery, or is experiencing a challenge, 
PLEASE contact the church office or 
one of the pastors.  We sometimes 
miss visiting someone because we 
are not aware of the need.  We'd 
rather receive the same information 
several times than not know a mem-
ber's need. 

Our Congregational Connections 
team has made dozens of personal 
visits, phone calls, and connections 
by mail since we were commissioned 
in September.  Our team appreciates 
your help in this project—we need 
each others' eyes and ears to know 
where our congregational connec-
tions need to be strengthened.  For 
more information, contact Kathleen, 
Ted, Susan, or the church office. 

WESTHILLS VILLAGE BIBLE &    

BOOK STUDY 

New Bible and book studies will begin 
Mondays, May 12 and 26, from 1:30
-3:00 p.m. in the Aspen Room at 
Westhills Village.  We will begin 
studying and discussing Paul's letter 
to the Romans.  We will also begin 
Paul H. Jones's book The Church's 
Seven Deadly Secrets:  Identity Theft 
from Within.  Everyone is welcome to 
join this discussion group.  For more 

information, contact Kathleen 
Batchelder. 

CHURCH CHAT 

Our discussions will focus on Half the 
Sky: Turning Oppression into Oppor-
tunity for Women Worldwide  by 
Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl 
WuDunn.  This powerful book about 
human trafficking will spark some 
challenging reactions and conversa-
tions.  Join us noon to 1 p.m. in the 
Fireside Room on Tuesdays, May 6 
and 20. For more information, contact 
Bonnie Edwards, Barb Knight, or 

Georgia O'Connor.   

4TH TUESDAY LADIES LUNCH 

The Fourth Tuesday Ladies Lunch 
Group will take a summer break, and 
we will next meet on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 23, at 11:30 a.m., at Mi-
nerva's Restaurant.  We will have 
good lunch and share our summer 
adventures then.  For more informa-
tion, contact Maureen Dymock or 
Kathleen Batchelder. 

BLACK HILLS ASSOC. MEETING 

Black Hills Association Meeting will 
be held Sunday, May 4 at Placer-
ville beginning at 2:30 pm. The pro-
gram is a video: “Celebrate What’s 

Right with the World.” Rev. Kathleen 

Batchelder will lead the service of 
communion. A supper will be served 
following the program. 

 

 

 
 

DIRECTORY UPDATES 
 
Marjorie Sagen  
605-430-5928  

John Arneson 
Echo Ridge #103 
821 Fox Run DR 
Rapid City, SD 57701-2376 
 
Please notify church office of 
directory updates by calling  342-
5787 or email: 
uccoffice@rushmore.com 
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Thu May 1, 2014 
8:30am - Habitat for Humanity 
 Kick off 
Fri May 2, 2014 
1pm - Stained Glass  
1pm - BH Watercolor Group 
Sat May 3, 2014 
9am - Woodchucks 
9:30am - Women's Build Day  
 Habitat for Humanity 
11:30am - Women's Spring  
 Luncheon 
Sun May 4, 2014 
8:30am - Adult Choir Practice 
9:30am - Worship; Sunday School 
10:30am - Fellowship 
10:45am—Department of Educa-
tion 
2pm -  Bells of the Hills Concert 
2:30pm - Black Hills Assoc. Meeting 
Mon May 5, 2014 
9am - WF Sanctuary Cleaning 
Tue May 6, 2014 
9am - Woodchucks 
12pm - Church Chat 
1pm - Craft Day 
1:15pm - Spiritual Practices 
5:30pm – RC Area Firefighters Bible 
 Study 
Wed May 7, 2014 
11:30am - WF Board Meeting 
6pm - Bell Choir Practice 
Thu May 8, 2014 
10am - Altar Guild Meeting 
6pm - Dept. of Worship 
Fri May 9, 2014 
1pm -  Stained Glass  
1pm -  BH Watercolor Group 
6pm -  Bowl for Kids Sake 
Sat May 10, 2014 
9am - Woodchucks 

10am - Front Porch Suicide Support 
Sun May 11, 2014 
Mothers' Day 
8:00am - Bell Choir Practice 
8:30am - Adult Choir Practice 
8:30am - Dept. of Ministries  
9:30am - Worship; Sunday School 
10:30am - Fellowship 
Mon May 12, 2014 
1:30pm – Westhills Bible & Book 
 Study 
Tue May 13, 2014 
9am - Woodchucks 
1pm -Craft Day 
1:15pm - Spiritual Practices 
5:30pm - RC Area Firefighters Bible 
 Study 
6:30pm - Dept. of Hospitality 
Wed May 14, 2014 
6:30pm - United Church Youth 
Thu May 15, 2014 
7pm - Church Board 
Fri May 16, 2014 
1pm - Stained Glass  
1pm - BH Watercolor Group 
Sat May 17, 2014 
9am - Woodchucks 
Sun May 18, 2014 
9:30am - Worship; Bells; Celebrate       
 Sunday School; Potluck 
10:30am - Potluck lunch and fellow-
ship 
1pm - Aparna & Arjun Ayyangar 
 Congo Benefit Concert 
Mon May 19, 2014 
9am - All Church Clean-up Day 
Tue May 20, 2014 
Noon - Church Chat 
1pm - Craft Day 
1:15pm - Spiritual Practices 
5:30pm - RC Area Firefighters Bible  

 Study 
7pm - Church Board Meeting 
Wed May 21, 2014 
Deadline for articles for the june 
issue of The Call 
9:30am - Good Morning Circle 
6pm - Bell Choir Practice 
6pm - Stewardship & Budget 
6:30pm - Good Evening Circle 
Thu May 22, 2014 
1:30pm - Memoir Writing  
Fri May 23, 2014 
1pm - Stained Glass  
1pm - BH Watercolor Group 
Sat May 24, 2014 
9am - Woodchucks 
10am - Front Porch Suicide Support 
 Group 
Sun May 25, 2014 
Graduate Recognition 
9:30am - Worship;  
10:30am – Fellowship 
11:00am – Congregational  
 Connections Lunch/Meeting 
Mon May 26, 2014 
Memorial Day  
1:30pm - Westhills Bible & Book 
 Study 
Tue May 27, 2014 
9am - Woodchucks 
1pm - Craft Day 
1:15pm - Spiritual Practices 
5:30pm - RC Area Firefighters Bible 
 Study 
Wed May 28, 2014 
4:15pm - Trust Board 
Thu May 29, 2014 
9am- Mission Meal Prep  
Fri May 30, 2014 
1pm - Stained Glass  
5pm - Mission Meal 



 

ALL CHURCH POTLUCK - Sunday, May 18 

  

 
Help us end the school year with a bang! Join us on Sunday, May 18 following wor-
ship for our Annual Sunday School celebration.   
 
Plan to bring a dish to share-- that sumptuous dessert, your favorite hot dish, that di-
vine salad. Beverages, dishes and utensils will be provided. 
 

Come and share the food and fun!  
There will be games for the kids,  

time to visit with friends,  
and fun for all.  
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