
 

The Call to Worship 
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Highlights 

ALL SAINTS CELEBRATION 

Start November with a special cele-

bration of all of the saints of the 

church . Our worship on November 

2 will have an opportunity to look 

back with loving memory and to 

look forward with anticipation for 

the great things that God is doing in 

the midst of God’s people. The ser-

vice is specially designed for all ages 

and  will include the celebration of 

Communion. Read more on page 2. 

UCC ONE READ 

Learning to read builds confidence 

and hope. This year the United 

Church of Christ has made a special 

emphasis on literacy and is inviting 

all members to join in reading the 

book, “Hot Dogs and Hamburgers” 

by Rob Shindler. Find out more on 

page 7. 

Worshiping into God’s Future 
We’ve been thinking and talking about worship a lot lately. Much of our 

conversation has focused on the experiment with the choir singing from the 
front of the sanctuary. Some of the conversation has been around 1st Sun-
days when children remain in the sanctuary for the entire service. Still other 
conversation has been around the tone and mood of worship. All of this 
conversation helps us to grow and there is more conversation coming. On 
Sunday, November 2, there will be a listening circle for the congregation to 
express their worship ideas and responses. The session will begin at 10:45 
in the parlor. 

In the midst of all of the conversation, we continue to worship. We seek 
worship that is extravagantly welcoming, respectful of tradition, biblically 
and theologically relevant, and open to the power and presence of the Holy 
Spirit. As human practitioners, we often make mistakes. We learn from our 
experiences and continue to make changes. Each week our congregation 
changes as people come and go in their busy lives.  

It is not a matter of where we want to go with our worship, but rather of 
how our worship can respond to God’s call to embrace God’s future. 



 

Celebrating Our Saints 

A funeral in our Dakota Asso-

ciation church family had me 

in Mobridge on the day that 

the new window was hung at 

our partner church in Wan-

blee, but my heart was with 

Dave Ledford and his crew as 

they placed the rescue glass 

window in the sanctuary 

there. Just looking at the pic-

ture brings to mind the 

depth of commitment to 

mission that marks our won-

derful congregation.  

Much of the glass in the win-

dow was “rescued” from 

boxes in our basement 

where it sat for more than 50 

years. The small pieces of 

glass match the colors in our 

sanctuary. This small physical 

connection between our 

congregations is symbolic of 

a deeper connection. We are 

united in our service to our 

neighbors. This service takes 

form in the work of the 

Woodchucks and in other 

areas as well.  

Thanks to God for the faith-

fulness of this congregation. 

May our mission continue to 

grow. 

ALL SAINTS CELEBRATION ON 

NOVEMBER 2 

Sunday, November 2 wi l l  be a 

special t ime of worship for our 

congregation. 2014 has been a year 

with an unusually high number of 

funerals in our congregation and we 

are all in various stages of grief over 

the loss of people who have been so 

important in the life of our church. 

Worship is always one way to offer 

our grief to God knowing that God 

cares and participates in all of our 

lives. It is traditional to celebrate 

November 1 as a day of recognizing 

all of the saints of the church. In our 

tradition, all of God’s faithful people 

are saints—those who have been 

formally recognized and those who 

have fa i thfu l ly served wi thout 

recognition.  

Part of the worship service will be a 

brief slide show remembering those 

whose funerals we have celebrated 

in the past year as we give thanks to 

God for their lives. 

A JOYFUL DEDICATION 

A  l a r g e  c r o wd 

gathered at the 

H u n t e r  f a m i l y 

home at 1513 5th 

street on Sunday, 

October 26, for 

t h e  d e d i c a t i o n 

ceremony. As is 

usual for Habitat 

f o r  H u m a n i t y 

homes, there were 

comments f rom 

H a b i t a t  s t a f f 

members, prayers, a presentation of 

a Bible, the presentation of the home 

keys, and other housewarming gifts.  

Members of our church presented a 

quilt and books for the children at the 

ceremony.  Another  s ign if icant 

moment for our congregation was the 

brief recognition of Ward Cheney. 

Ward is a former member of the 

board of directors of Black Hills Area 

Habitat  for  Humanity who has 

invested countless hours in home 

construction. Ward lent his name to 

our successful “Ward’s Crew” fund 

raiser to support this home. It was a 

great joy for Ward to be able to 

attend the ceremony, greet the family 

and visit with Habitat supporters.  

Even Rapid City Mayor Sam Kooiker 

was wearing a “Ward’s Crew” button 

for the ceremony. 

Special thanks to all who donated 

and worked on the house. Having 

the Hunter family moved into their 

home is a great sign of the faith and 

dedication of all of the churches who 

worked on this project. 
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A PASTOR’S POINT OF VIEW 



 

Boards and Departments 

MODERATOR’S MUSINGS   by Gerry Boehrs 

FROM THE CHURCH 

BOARD 

by Eileen Rossow, clerk 

The Church Board met on 
Tuesday, October 21, with 
Gerry Boehrs, Moderator, 
conducting the meeting. We 
are still working on finding a 
new choir director. Please 
contact Laura Switzer in the 
church office with any leads. 
The Habitat House will be 
dedicated on Sunday, Octo-
ber 26th, at 2pm. All are 
welcome. The Department of 
Stewardship and Budget has 
launched the 2015 Pledge 
Drive. Please pick up your 
pledge envelope and pledge 
for the coming year soon so 
that the department can de-
termine a final budget. The 
Church Board is in the proc-
ess of creating an Access 
Task Force, which will be 
assessing the building and 
transportation needs of the 
congregation. Don't forget 
"The Table Project” at: 
www.rcfirstucc.tableproject.org  
The next board meeting will 
be November 18, 2014. 

The "Woodchucks" are one of the most active mission groups at 
UCC, gathering, cutting, splitting and stacking firewood and then de-
livering it to various reservation locations for winter heating. I'm sure 
we have all seen the enormous stacks of firewood behind the church.  
Chuck Rounds invited me to "ride along" recently for a delivery near 
Red Scaffold. We had trailers and pickups loaded with 13 cords of 
wood, and about a dozen people. Chuck has a trailer with a hydraulic 
lift, and we manually unloaded all the rest. These folks have done this 
many times and the efficiency and camaraderie of the group are truly 
impressive. They will be delivering firewood to Wanblee, Bridger, Ea-
gle Butte, et.al. before Thanksgiving. This mission requires quite a 
number of volunteers and many hours of time, plus free use of their 
equipment. Thanks to all the Woodchucks for this great mission effort.   

DEPARTMENT OF HOSPITALITY 

by Kyle Grauman 

The Department of Hospitality 
was pleased with the turn-out 
and the congregation’s participa-
tion in the Bring-a-Friend Sun-
day/Chili Feed on Oct. 19. The 
welcome bags that our youth 
group decorated were ready and 
about 15 were handed out to visi-
tors. We had 17 crock pots full of 
chili and many outstanding des-
serts. We are currently looking 
forward to our Black Friday activ-
ity day on Nov. 28th. Our next de-
partment meeting will be held on 
Tues. Nov. 4th at 6:30pm (after 
everyone has voted). 
 

ALTAR GUILD 

All church ladies are welcome to 
join Altar Guild! Please come 
help us achieve our goal of mak-
ing the sanctuary a place of 
beauty and creating an atmos-
phere of worship. Meetings are at 
10am  the second Thursday of 
each month with the exception of 
June, July and August. Contact 
Kandee Snoozy for more infor-
mation. 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF WORSHIP 
Everyone is invited to join a Listen-
ing Circle on worship on Sunday, 
November 2 at 10:45am in the 
parlor. The Department of Worship 
looks forward to hearing your 
thoughts concerning worship in our 
church. 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Because of concern for the devel-
opment of our beloved little ones, 
the library staff has instituted a Chil-
dren’s Story Time.  

Volunteers read to the children dur-
ing coffee hour in the Fellowship 
Hall. Readers are needed for this 
program. Please sign up  in the 
Reader’s Corner. 

3 



 

News and Events 

For many years now, our congre-

gation has participated in a com-

munity worship service to cele-

brate Thanksgiving. This year’s 

service will be held at Trinity Lu-

theran Church, 402 Kansas City 

Street, on Tuesday, November 25 

at 7:00 pm.  

Worship is at the heart of the 

celebration of Thanksgiving, a 

time set aside to give thanks to 

God for the blessings of this life. 

The opportunity to worship with 

members of other congregations 

is a powerful expression of our 

belief that we are all one in Christ 

and though called to separate 

ministries, the faith that we share 

invites us to worship together.  

Our congregation participates 

with other congregations in other 

ways as well. We share mission 

and ministry through United Cam-

pus Ministries, Church Response, 

Cornerstone Rescue Mission and 

Habitat for Humanity.  Our pastor 

meets with other pastors for regu-

lar Bible Study and prayer. 

Jesus prayed for his disciples that 

they may all be one. Working to-

gether we respond to the Gospel. 

The Woodchucks always have a busy autumn season with firewood deliveries and 

the annual Turkey Taxi. Check out all the news of our congregation! 

WHY DO WE DO THAT? 

Community Worship 
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BELL CHOIR NEWS 

The Handbell Choir members are 
Aparna Ayyangar, Becky Fleming, 
Becky Umenthum, Bonnie Ed-
wards, Linda Margheim, Mary 
Keithahn, Mike Crutcher, Robin 
Franson, Ryan Webster, and Susan 
Kelts. They are now working on mu-
sic for November and December and 
are scheduled for November 16 and 
December 14. There are several po-
sitions still available to expand the 
choir to the full 5 octaves of bells that 
we have. Please contact the director 
Michael Bossen at 343-5514 for ad-
ditional information. Also, special 
thanks to Arjun Ayyangar, Alicia 
Sutliff-Benusis, Barbara Elving, 
and Michael Ross for help with the 
bell choir music in October and No-
vember. 

WOODCHUCK SOCIETY NEWS 

The Woodchucks have been very 
busy this fall. Wood continues to be 
brought into the wood lot in long 
lengths, which the sawyers have cut 
into fireplace lengths. The splitters 
were getting those piles split in a sin-
gle work day, which is nothing short 
of amazing! Deliveries have started, 
with the first loads going to Mat Iron-
hawk at Frazier. Seven trucks and 5 
trailers made that trip and we 
unloaded 13 cords of wood. Mat sent 
his thanks for the wood; he was in 
Pierre for meetings the day of the de-
livery. A second delivery took place 
on October 25 to Wanblee Assembly 
of God church, and a third is planned 
for Halloween to Byron Buffalo at 

Bridger. There will be another deliv-
ery on November 22, which is the 
Saturday before Thanksgiving. This 
trip will be to Norman Blue Coat’s 
north of Eagle Butte and will include 
the Turkey Taxi. (See related article). 

Anyone who wants to help with the 
deliveries is welcome. There are a lot 
of trailers and trucks to be loaded 
prior to each delivery and all hands 
are greatly appreciated. The loading 
schedules vary a bit, but the church 
office (343-5787) will have that infor-
mation. You can also get the latest 
news by e-mail if you send your email 
address to cwskrounds@gmail.com.  

Thanks very much to all who are sup-
porting this project. You are making a 
real difference! 

TURKEY TAXI 

The annual Turkey Taxi will head to 
Eagle Butte on November 22 and 
we’re hoping to have a full load of fro-
zen turkeys for Pastor Norman Blue 
Coat to distribute to families in the 
Dakota Association churches. This 
will be the 5th year for the project, 
and we have provided an average of 
58 turkeys per year.  
If you would like to participate, there 
will be a signup in Fellowship Hall 
on Sundays in November prior to 
the delivery date. We ask that you 
bring your turkey to the church before 
8:00am on Saturday, November 22. 
If you are unable to be at the church 
that morning, arrangements can be 
made to either store the turkey in the 
basement freezer or with another 
member who will be coming that 
morning. Please check with the 



 

 
MONTHLY BUDGET 

UPDATE 

After eight solid months of 
income exceeding ex-
penses, the tide shifted 
during the month of Sep-
tember. Part of the shift 
was caused by quarterly 
payments. Our expenses 
do not always come in 
equal monthly amounts. 
Premiums for insurance, 
pension payments and 
other expenses have to be 
paid for the entire year by 
the end of September. But 
September also saw a de-
crease in income from 
pledges. Although there 
are several possibilities for 
this decrease, it nonethe-
less caught the Depart-
ment of Stewardship and 
Budget a bit unprepared. 
Usually pledge income is 
predictable and steady.  

So we will be playing a lit-
tle bit of catch up during 
the final quarter of the 
year. All members are 
urged to look at their 
pledges and check to see 
that they are up to date.  

For more information, 
please contact any mem-
ber of the Department of 
Stewardship and Budget. 
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church office before putting your tur-
key in the freezer so we will know 
who has donated this year.  

Your help in making Turkey Taxi 2014 
another success is much appreciated! 

ANGELS OF LOS GUIDO 

As you start your holiday lists, please 
consider a gift to the Angels of los 
Guido this year. There will be photos 
and information on the fund in the 
narthex in December, and gifts that 
are to be sent in January 2015 
should be in to the office prior to  
January 1, 2015.  

OFFICE NEWS 

For those who have pledged, please 
notice that the 3rd quarter statements 
have a new look. This is because our 
Church Windows program was up-
dated last month. The church staff is 
going through a learning process and 
hopefully will be able to answer any 
questions. Please contact Julie Bur-
ton in the office on Tuesdays or 
Wednesdays or by email at  
uccoffice@rushmore.com.  

Also, updated directories are avail-
able in the office. Thank you. 

CHURCH RESPONSE 

Do you have some gently-used 
Christmas decorations that need a 
new home? Church Response would 
love to pass them along to those cli-
ents who have very few, if any, holi-
day decorations. Once the needs of 
the families are met, any remaining 
decorations will be sold to the general 
public in December to provide addi-

tional income to Church Response. 
Donations will be accepted until No-
vember 24. If you have donations, 
please contact Sue Maynard or drop 
them off at the Church Response of-
fice at 30 Main Street. For more infor-
mation, call Lynda at 342-5360. 

Also, the Church Response focus 
food for November is chili. Please 
place your canned chili and all food 
donations in the Church Response 
grocery cart located in the narthex. 

KIDS AGAINST HUNGER 

There will be a meal packing mara-
thon to send meals to Liberia for 
those affected by Ebola. The pack will 
be on Wed. November 5 at 1636 
Concourse Court. Donations of $10 
to $20 will be collected at the door to 
help cover the cost of the meals. The 
times are: 1:00-2:30, 2:30-4:00,  
4:00-5:30, 5:30-7:00, and 7:00-8:30. 
If interested, please call Deanna Darr 
at 484-2370 or 484-8305. 

KOTA CARE & SHARE FOOD DRIVE 

The KOTA Care & Share Food Drive 
is the first two weekends in Decem-
ber. Volunteers are needed to help 
distribute bags and pick up donated 
food. The pounds of food collected 
last year were way down from previ-
ous years because there weren’t 
enough volunteers to cover all of the 
area. The Rapid City area has grown 
and the number of Boy and Girl 
Scouts has not. Help is needed to col-
lect all the food that is donated. If you 
can help, please call 342-5360. 

 



 

Education Pages 

The Department of Education 

will meet via email during the 

week of November 9. The ma-

jor business will be to finalize 

details for the upcoming Ad-

vent Fair on December 7.  

Any Department member who 

has other items for the meet-

ing should contact Sharon Dar-

row.  

Advent begins before November ends. Plan to make space for God in 

your life this Advent.  

Department of Education 
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United Church Youth 

November is a busy season of giving 
thanks, helping others, and looking 
ahead to Advent. November’s youth 
activities include the following events. 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5 AT 
6:30 PM: LIVING THANKS Come 
and share your ideas and join the fun 
as we consider our gratitude to God 
and how that impacts the way we live.   
FRIDAY, NOV 7-SUNDAY, NOV 9: 
FALL YOUTH EVENT AT PLACER-
VILLE. Becky Fleming and Ryan 
Webster lead our group exploring the 
theme “Come Thirsty.” The Fall Youth 
Event is a South Dakota Conference 
program for youth in grades 7-12. If 
you haven’t registered and want to 
attend, talk to Susan ASAP. 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12 AT 
6:30 PM: TALKIN’ TRASH 
What a theme to explore! Beth Anne 
Ferley, Recycling Education Coordi-
nator from the City of Rapid City will 
be our special guest as we learn what 
happens to trash, what can be recy-
cled and how to live in the mountains 
of trash—physical and spiritual—that 
surround us. 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19 AT 
6:00 PM: DESTINATION UNKNOWN  
If you’re new to United Church Youth, 
Destination Unknown is the mysteri-
ous and fun adventure to some un-
known place in the community. We’ve 
seen mission at work, heard the story 
of the birth of Jesus read in a barn, 
learned about the Search and Res-
cue team’s work and oh, so much 
more! Come, join the fun! We depart 
at 6:00 pm for our destination. Dinner 
is included. Please bring your signed 

permission form if you haven’t turned 
one in for this school year . 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 
THANKSGIVING BREAK: NO UCY 
 

Advent Education 

Before the month of November ends, 
a new year in the church calendar will 
begin. The church year begins on the 
first Sunday of Advent, which is No-
vember 30 this year. During the sea-
son of Advent, we as Christians, try to 
prepare for the coming of Christ—to 
think about what it means to welcome 
Christ into our lives and into our 
homes. Advent Family devotions will 
be available at the church on Sunday, 
November 23, so that families can 
begin their Advent practices at home 
the following Sunday. If you are not 
able to be in church that day and 
would like a devotional booklet mailed 
to you, please contact Susan Huff-
man at the church: 342-5787 or 
susanucc@rushmore.com. 
The observance of Advent is an old 
tradition, dating back centuries. In 
those times, the emphasis was 
largely on penance and efforts to 
make oneself right with God. In our 
time, Advent is not focused on acts of 
deprivation and penance, but rather 
on finding the spiritual meaning in the 
midst of the hubbub and commercial-
ism that surrounds our present-day 
observance of Christmas. Family de-
votions at home complement the wor-
ship services, Sunday School lessons 
and devotional activities that happen 
at church. Plan to make the obser-
vance of Advent an important part of 

your preparation for Christmas. 



 

Let the Light Shine 

The Advent Fair and the Christ-

mas youth-led worship service 

will focus on the theme of light.  

The annual Advent Fair will be 

held on Sunday, December 7 

following worship. Great crafts 

around the theme of light are 

being prepared. Craft options 

will range from easy preschool 

fun to something more involved 

for older kids and adult crafters. 

Mark your calendars now and 

plan to come and join the fun! 

 

The youth and children of the 

church will lead worship on 

Sunday, December 14. They will 

also be focusing on the theme 

of light: Jesus, the Light of the 

World. The children are begin-

ning to learn the music for De-

cember. Youth will soon begin 

to work on music and readings 

for this worship service.  

Mark these important dates, 

plan to participate and let your 

light shine during the Advent 

season! 
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UCC One Read 

There are many different opportuni-
ties for adult education in our congre-
gation. This year, the UCC “One 
Read” offers a different way for adults 
to learn—just read a book! The United 
Church of Christ has a long tradition 
of supporting literacy and education. 
Congregationalists were quick to build 
schools following the Civil War to edu-
cate the newly freed slaves. Today 
the challenge of providing education 
for all continues. Did you know that 1 
in 5 adults lack the basic reading 
skills beyond a fourth grade level?  Or 
that almost 85% of all young people in 
the juvenile court system are illiter-
ate? The United Church of Christ has 
inaugurated a “One Read” program 
for our whole church. Similar to the 
South Dakota state’s One Read pro-
gram, this provides an opportunity for 
all members of the church to read and 
discuss a book. This year, we are  
encouraging all of our members to 
read the inspirational book, Hot Dogs 
& Hamburgers: Unlocking Life's Po-
tential by Inspiring Literacy at Any 
Age by Rob Shindler.  It's simple to 
participate, yet rewarding, motivating, 
and educational. The Church Chat 
group will begin their discussion of 
this book on November 18 (see article 
on page 10). But if you cannot attend 
Church Chat, you can still participate 
in the One Read effort. Just pick up a 
copy of the book at church and read 
it. If you want to keep the book, you 
can buy it for $8.00. Or you can return 
it to the church when you are done, 
so someone else can read it. There 

will be no charge for loaner books. 
We’ll just keep passing the book 
through the congregation until every-
one has had a chance to read it. It’s 
an easy and simple thing to do. To-
gether, we can learn more about this 
issue and help to bring about some of 
the necessary changes in our com-
munity. Limited literacy skills are a 
major contributor to poverty and illiter-
acy becomes a barrier for those mar-
ginalized by race and economic 
status. Additional opportunities to dis-
cuss this book will be scheduled. 
Look for information about gatherings, 
or just start a discussion with some-
one at your table during coffee hour. 
Let’s read together! 
 

Moms’ Group 

The Moms’ group held an initial meet-
ing in October and discussed ways 
that moms with kids at home can net-
work and support one another while 
discussing how to raise children of 
faith in our contemporary world. Sev-
eral plans for the next meeting were 
discussed, but due to everyone’s 
complex schedules, the exact plans 
for the next gathering have not been 
finalized. However, in the meantime, 
we are working on ways to share sup-
port, parenting tips and the journey of 
faith with our children. If you would 
like to join the Facebook group, con-
tact Alicia Sutliff-Benusis. For more 
information or to share ideas, contact 
Lisa Lyons or Susan Huffman at the 
church office 342-5787 or  
susanucc@rushmore.com 
 



 

MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES 

  

The Altar Guild will be taking 

orders for poinsettias for use 

to beautify our church during 

the Christmas season. A mem-

ber of the Altar Guild will take 

orders for the poinsettias in 

Fellowship Hall after worship 

on November 16, 23 and 30. 

Contact Joyce Tripp for more 

information. 

 

ALTAR GUILD  

POINSETTIAS 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

The following members and friends 
have November birthdays: 

November 3:  Elena Koehn 

         Shawn Burke 

November 4:  Melissa Emerson 

November 7:  Landon Gallentine 

         Andy Kelts 

November 8:  Buzz Donnenwirth 

November 9:  Ed Ensz 

         Brian Grigg 

November 11: Gladys Bitterman 

November 12: Kevin Long 

         Michael O’Connor 

November 13: Landon Bartling 

November 15: Jill Kundtz 

         Connie McMacken 

November 20: Eva Heinert 

November 22: Bruce Tompkins 

November 23: Jack Bossen 

         Mekhi Mann 

November 28: Greg Kelts 

         Sydney Krauter 

November 29: Jo Hansen 

         Ruth Ann Karlen 

November 30: Gianna Grigg 

         Cat Roskam 

 

BIKING FOR A CAUSE 

18-year-old Laura Bareis is bicycling 
across the US raising money for Mul-
tiple Sclerosis. To support Laura’s 
efforts, go to “Bike the US for MS” 
and enter Laura Bareis or talk to Eva 
Steve Bareis to learn more.   

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Please hold in your thoughts and 
prayers Cecil Bassett as he contin-
ues to receive radiation treatments,  
Vera Mettler following foot surgery, 
and Judy Basset and Becky Fisher 
following their knee replacement sur-
geries. 

Other church members are in our 
prayers, including:  Marvin Bitter-
man, Bill Dittmer, Ed Dull and Linda 
Parrott. 

At Canistota, SD:   Bill Dittmer 
At Echo Ridge:  John Arneson 
At New Underwood:  Ed Dull,  
 Gordon Magnusson 
At Golden Living Centers, 
Bella Vista:  Stan Halla, Kay Wolff 
At Westhills South:  Shirley Triggs 

Family and friends of our church 
members include:  
Please hold Rev. Norman and Regina 
Blue Coat and their extended families 
in your prayers following the death of 
their great-grandson, Jastin Blue 
Coat. Funeral services were held on 
Oct. 25 in Mobridge, South Dakota.  

In Military Service: 
Kyle Kloeckl (Ed and Ginny Ensz’s 
grandson), and Melanie Moore, all 
serving our country. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Barb and Andy Knight celebrated 
their 40th wedding anniversary. They 
were married at First Congregational 
Church on October 5, 1974. Best 
wishes for many more happy years to 
come! 
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DIRECTORY ADDITIONS & 

UPDATES 

 

TEACHER OF THE YEAR 
Justin Speck was selected as Rapid 
City Area Schools’ Teacher of the 
Year in March. He was honored in a 
ceremony at Rapid City High School 
on October 7.  

THANK YOU NOTES 

Thank you so much for your prayers, 
friendship, and the many cards Linda 
has received. You have helped us all 
with your love and concern.  We ex-
pect she will be feeling better soon 
following her chemo treatments. Linda 
is back at her apartment at the Black 
Hills Works group home on Wisconsin 
Street.   Lynnell and Chuck 

I sincerely appreciate all the prayers 
offered for me! Thank you to each one 
of you. Prayers do help and they were 
felt by me. God bless all. Connie 
McMacken 

Pastor Dorotea Yucra of our sister 
church in los Guido sends thanks for 
their feeding program. They are now 
able to offer meals 4 days a week, 
and her records show that 629 meals 
were served at the church in Septem-
ber. Thank you so much for your 
amazing generosity! 

The Peace-full Paths retreat was a 
huge success!! Thank you to all ladies 
of the church who attended the retreat 
and/or helped with crafts, snacks, pro-
grams, hikes, worship, and organiza-
tion.  We are already starting to plan a 
retreat for October 2015—dates and 
information will be available soon.   

 

 

LOVE INC OF THE BLACK HILLS 

Thank you to the women who at-
tended the Women’s Fall Retreat on 
October 24-25 for their generous do-
nations of toiletry items for Love INC’s 
Cases for Kids project. Thanks, too, 
for helping make twelve fleece blan-
kets which also will be placed in the 
cases. These items will bring a great 
deal of comfort to a child in an emer-
gency situation. And finally, thank you 
to the Good Evening Circle for pur-
chasing and preparing the fleece for 
the blankets. 

Love INC invites everyone to attend 
its annual fall fundraising Dinner and 
Dessert Auction on Monday, No-
vember 24 at the Rushmore Plaza 
Civic Center’s LaCroix Hall. The des-
sert auction begins at 5:00pm with the 
dinner and program following at 
6:00pm. For ticket information contact 
the Love INC office at 718-5683. 

CHRISTMAS TEA  

Remember the Christmas Tea will be 
Saturday, December 6 at 1:15pm.  
Special music will be provided by 
Arjun and Aparna Ayyangar.  Be sure 
to mark your calendars and bring a 
friend to this special event!  

2014 ANNUAL REPORTS  

Annual Reports are due in the 
church office on Sunday, January 
11, 2015.  Samples of previous year’s 
reports are available at 
www.rcfirstucc.org. Click on the An-
nual Reports tab at the top of the 
page. Drop off at church office or 
email:          uccoffice@rushmore.com 

Chad & Rebecca Dodds 

Lilly, Carly and Grace 

5610 Doubletree Rd 

Rapid City, SD  57702 

605-661-8978 

  

Ed Dull (Harry) 

Good Samaritan 

412 S. Madison RM 104A 

New Underwood, SD  57761 

  

Ed Ensz cell: 605-641-4092 

Ginny Ensz cell: 605-652-5788 

delete home phone 

  

Dona Leavens &                        

Hadlee Kronmiller 

3202 Grandview Dr. 

Rapid City, SD  57701 

 

Joey Lore 

1329 9th St. 

Rapid City, SD 57701 

 

Charlie & Patti (Arneson) Rea 

4811 Steamboat Circle 

Rapid City, SD  57702 

  

Justin Speck  

1329 9th St. 

Rapid City, SD  57701 

  

 

 

 

  

  

  



 

CHURCH EVENTS 

The United Church of Christ is 

embarking on its first venture 

of One Read, a book chosen 

for reading, reflection, and 

discussion throughout our 

denomination.  Rob Shindler's 

book Hot Dogs & Hamburgers:  

Unlocking Life's Potential by 

Inspiring Literacy at Any Age 

"demonstrates that literacy 

issues reside in all neighbor-

hoods and that its victims are 

committed to finding dignity 

and life's possibilities through 

learning to read."  

At First Congregational UCC, 

we will begin our discussion of 

Hot Dogs & Hamburgers dur-

ing Church Chat gatherings on 

Tuesdays, November 18 and 

December 2.  If you would like 

to purchase a book (for $8.00) 

for Church Chat or for your 

personal reading, contact 

Kathleen Batchelder.  

It is exciting to be part of the 

United Church of Christ's One 

Read as we study and work for 

improvement of literacy rates 

among our youth and adult 

populations.  Plan to partici-

pate in the Hot Dogs & Ham-

burgers adventure!! 

 

Announcing 

United Church of Christ's 

One Read—Hot Dogs and 

Hamburgers 
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STAINED GLASS PROJECT 

Learn how to make beautiful stained 
glass art every Friday, 1- 4 p.m. Bro-
ken glass from our church is being 
“rescued” to create stained glass 
pieces. For more information, contact 
Dave Ledford (341-68090. All pro-
ceeds to the Capital Improvement 
Fund. 

CRAFTERS 

Crafters will continue to meet every 
Tuesday at 1 p.m., unless otherwise 
notified.  Come and see what fun you 
can have creating cards, quilts and 
more. All proceeds go to outreach 
programs. Contact Carol Boyles (348-
5697) or Sue Maynard (798-2140). 

MEMOIR WRITING GROUP 
The Memoir Writing Group will meet  
on Thursday, November 20, at 1:30 
p.m. in the church parlor. Please note 
that this meeting is on the 3rd Thurs-
day this month, due to Thanksgiving 
the following week. Everyone is in-
vited to come share a written story 
from your life with us, or just come to 
listen and have a cup of tea. The 
group meets the 4th Thursday of 
each month unless it is a holiday. For 
more information, contact Mary 
Keithahn at 716-2141. 

FOURTH LADIES LUNCH GROUP 

November 25 

Guaranteed-- fun for ladies-- lunch 
with delicious food and good, church 
friends.  Plan to join us at 11:30 a.m., 
Tuesday, November 25, at Minerva's 
Restaurant for Fourth Tuesday La-
dies Lunch Group.  For more informa-
tion, contact Maureen Dymock. 

CHURCH CHAT 
November 4 and 18 
When:  noon to 1 p.m., Tuesdays, 
November 4 and 18 
Where:  Fireside Room 
What:  coffee, refreshments, and 
good discussion about books 
Topics:  Nov. 4- chapters 18 through 
the end of Social Animal by David 
Brooks. 
Nov. 18 - chapters 1 through 10 of 
Hot Dogs & Hamburgers by Rob 
Shindler.  Books are available from 
Kathleen for $8.00. 

THURSDAY FORUM 

November 6, 13, and 20 
Thursday Forum, sponsored by   
United Campus Ministry, meets noon 
to 1 p.m. in the McKeel Room of the 
Surbeck Center on the SDSM&T 
campus.  Speakers for November 
Thursday Forum programs are: 

 November 6-- Johnny Sundby         
 Nature and Portrait Photography 

 November 13-- Peggy Norris
 Sanford Underground Research 

 November 20-- Hafiza Farzami
 Afghanistan to South Dakota 

For more information on Thursday 
Forum, contact Kathleen Batchelder, 
Ruth Ann Karlen, or Lois Moore. 

CRAFT SALE 

The crafters of our church will be 
holding a craft sale on November 2, 9 
and 16 in the fellowship hall following 
worship. This is an excellent opportu-
nity to pick up something for yourself 
or a gift for that special someone. 
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Sun Nov 2, 2014 

8:30am Adult Choir 

9:30am - Worship For All Ages; 

Children Greet & Sing 

10:30am Craft Sale & Fellowship 

10:45am Listening Circle 

Mon Nov 3, 2014 

6:30pm Women's Bible Study 

Tue Nov 4, 2014 

12pm Church Chat 

1pm Craft Day 

1:15pm Spiritual Practices 

6:30pm Dept. of Hospitality  

Wed Nov 5, 2014 

11:30am WF Board Meeting 

1pm Kids Against Hunger 

6pm Bell Choir Practice 

6:30pm United Church Youth 

7pm Adult Choir Practice 

Thu Nov 6, 2014 

12pm Thursday Forum 

Fri Nov 7, 2014 

Fall Youth Event at Placerville 

1pm Stained Glass Project 

1pm BH Watercolor Group 

Sat Nov 8, 2014 

Fall Youth Event at Placerville 

Sun Nov 9, 2014 

Fall Youth Event at Placerville 

9:30am Worship; Sunday School 

10:30am Craft Sale & Fellowship 

Cinnamon Rolls will be served. 

Mon Nov 10, 2014 

1:30pm Westhills Bible & Book Study 

6:30pm Women's Bible Study 

Tue Nov 11, 2014 

1pm Craft Day 

1:15pm Spiritual Practices 

 

 

Wed Nov 12, 2014 

6pm Bell Choir Practice 

6:30pm United Church Youth 

7pm Adult Choir Practice 

Thu Nov 13, 2014 

10am Altar Guild Meeting 

12pm Thursday Forum 

4:30pm Dept. of Worship 

Fri Nov 14, 2014 

1pm Stained Glass Project 

1pm BH Watercolor Group 

Sat Nov 15, 2014 

8am Woodchuck Delivery 

 Mikes Kills Pretty Enemy 

Sun Nov 16, 2014 

8:00am Bell Choir Practice 

8:30am Adult Choir Practice 

8:30am Dept. of Ministries Meeting 

9:30am Worship; Bell Choir;    

Sunday School 

10:30am Craft Sale & Fellowship 

3pm BHCMS Concert 

3:30pm Jail Ministry 

Mon Nov 17, 2014 

6:30pm Women's Bible Study 

Tue Nov 18, 2014 

12pm Church Chat 

1pm Craft Day 

1:15pm Spiritual Practices 

7pm Church Board Meeting 

Wed Nov 19, 2014 

9:30am Good Morning Circle 

6pm Bell Choir Practice 

6pm Dept. of Stewardship & Budget 

6pm United Church Youth  

 Destination Unknown 

6:30pm Good Evening Circle 

7pm Adult Choir Practice 

 

 

Thu Nov 20, 2014 

12pm Thursday Forum 

1:30pm Memoir Writing Group 

4:15 Trust Board 

Fri Nov 21, 2014 

1pm Stained Glass Project 

1pm BH Watercolor Group 

Sat Nov 22, 2014 

8am Woodchuck’s & Turkey Taxi    

 Eagle Butte 

Sun Nov 23, 2014 

8:30am Adult Choir Practice 

9:30am Worship; Blanket Sunday; 

Choir; Sunday School 

10:30am Fellowship 

Mon Nov 24, 2014 

1:30pm Westhills Bible and Book  

5pm Love INC Fall Fundraising  

6:30pm Women's Bible Study 

Tue Nov 25, 2014 

11:30am Fourth Tues. Ladies Lunch  

1pm Craft Day 

1:15pm Spiritual Practices 

7pm Community Thanksgiving 

Worship Service 

Wed Nov 26, 2014 

The December Call Deadline 

Thu Nov 27, 2014 

Thanksgiving 

Fri Nov 28, 2014 

Dept. of Hospitality - Black Friday 

1pm -Stained Glass Project  

Sun Nov 30, 2014 

8:30am Adult Choir Practice 

9:30am First Sunday of Advent; 

Worship; Sunday School 

10:30am Fellowship 

Mon Dec 1, 2014 

6:30pm Women's Bible Study 

 



 

Blanket Sunday 

is November 19 
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