
 
  Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
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November 12, 2023          Twenty-Fourth Sunday a er Pentecost   
Scripture:  Psalm 78:1-7  Ma hew 25:1-13    

U Invites worshipers to rise in spirit or body as they are able. 
NCH indicates the New Century Hymnal. 

You may no ce there are several elements included in our me of 
worship. We want you to know this is inten onal, as each of us may 
come for differing reasons; each of us may connect to Spirit in 
different ways. At First Congrega onal UCC, we are exploring how 
LOVE inspires us to create space for one another.  

Join Us Online! 
  You can view our worship streamed on our Facebook page:  
  h ps://www.facebook.com/RCFirstUCC. Copies of the video are  
  available on our church web site’s video tab www.rcfirstucc.com. 

Call to Worship Music      A Round of Praise           M.Helman   
            Centering as God’s People 

Greetings        (quote by Robert Farrar Capon) 
One:  "Watch therefore," Jesus says at the end of the parable, "for  
    you know neither the day nor the hour." When all is said and  
    done - when we have scared ourselves silly with the now-or- 
    never urgency of faith and the once-and-always finality of    
    judgment - we need to take a deep breath and let it out with a 
    laugh. Because what we are watching for is a party.”    
Many: No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,   
    you are welcome here! 

Prelude                      Adagio in G Minor             arr. Harris   

Call to Worship   
One:  Sisters and brothers – arise. 
    Arise and li  your hearts 
    Arise and li  your eyes 
    Arise and li  your voices. 
Many:  The living God, 
    The living, moving Spirit of God 
    has called us together - 
    in witness 
    in celebra on 
    in struggle. 



One:  Reach out toward each other. 
Many: Our God reaches out toward us! 
One:  Let us worship God! 

UHymn              Shall We Gather at the River?                     NCH  597 

UThe Peace 

Hearing God’s Word 

First Lesson:  Psalm 78:1-7                         Pew Bible, OT page 517 

A Message for the Young at Heart                                              Mary Haan 

Anthem, Bell Choir   Come, Ye Thankful People, Come             
                         G. Elvey, arr. B. Kinyon     

Second Lesson:   Ma hew 25:1-13                     Pew Bible, NT, page 26 

Sermon                               Running on Empty             Pastor Erin Erickson 

Special Music         Get Together            C. Powers 
Enya Wallace and Mike Lemay 

Prayers of Community 
  Invitation to Prayer Down to the River to Pray     arr. M. McDonald 

(You are invited to reflect on the song as we  
communally hold an a tude of prayer). 

Offerings 
  Invita on 
  Offertory             Adagio                  F. Liszt                                                
  UDoxology                            H. Smith 
    Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
    Give thanks to the Holy One, 
    Give thanks because God’s given Jesus Christ, the Son. 
      And now let the weak say, “I am strong!” 
      Let the poor say, “I am rich!”          
      Because of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks.     
    UPrayer of Dedica on 
Community Announcements 

Going Into God’s World 
UBenedic on 

Postlude                Nachspiel             Bruckner/Hopson   



Events 
Sunday, November 12 
 9:30am: Worship Service/   
  Nursery available 
 9:45am: Sunday School    
 10:30am:  Fellowship Hour 
 10:45am: Dept. of Educa on 
Tuesday, November 14 
 12:30pm: PEO Mee ng/BF 
 1:00pm: Cra  Day 
 4:15pm: Trust Board 
Wednesday, November 15 
 9:30am: Good Morning Circle 
    11:00am:  Women’s Fellowship  
       Execu ve mee ng 
 12:00pm: Interfaith Round Table 

 6:00pm: Bell Choir Prac ce 
 7:00pm: Choir Prac ce 
Friday, November 17 
 9:30am:  Watercolor Group  
 1:00pm: Stained Glass Group 
 1:00pm:  PEO Game Day/Barb  
      Knight  
Sunday, November 19  
Blanket Sunday 
 9:30am: Worship Service/   
  Nursery available 
 9:45am: Sunday School   
 10:30am:  Fellowship Hour 
 10:45am: Pastoral Rela ons/  
      Personnel Commi ee 

Church News 
Altar Flowers 
The flowers on the Communion 
Table this morning are given by 
Andy and Barb Knight in memory 
of their families. 

Birthdays 
November 12:  Michael O’Connor 
November 13:  Annelise Deyo 
November 15:  Jill Kundtz 
        Connie McMacken 

Church Dept. Informa on Series 
Today is the final Sunday of a 
seven week series when a 
member from one of the 
departments of the church shares 
informa on during worship about 
their department. Becky Fisher 
will share informa on about our 
Congrega onal Reps today.  

An insert is included in today’s 
bulle n. One side offers the 
opportunity to volunteer for one 
of the departments of the church. 
The other side lists volunteer 
opportuni es for other church 
ac vi es and groups. Please take 

me to fill out the front and back 
of the insert and place it in the 
basket in the Narthex or turn it 
into the office. Thank you for your 
prayerful considera on. 

Prayer Pals for All Ages!  
Please fill out a Prayer Pal form in 
the Fellowship Hall and leave your 
form in the box there. Beginning in 
December, you'll be able to 
choose a Prayer Pal (or three) on a 
list in the Fellowship Hall!   



Band Concert 
The New Horizons Band will have 
a concert at 1:45pm today, 
November 12, at the Canyon Lake 
Ac vity Center. 

Stained Glass Group 
Come learn how to create 
beau ful stained glass works of 
art. The group meets on Fridays 
from 1:00pm to 4:00pm in the 
kitchen. Their next mee ng will be 
on Friday, November 10.  
For more informa on, contact 
Dave Ledford. 

Blanket Sunday Special Offering  
For over 75 
years, Church 
World Service 
has been 
helping 
people of faith 
bring God’s hope and healing to 
people in the U.S. and around the 
world. When difficult mes 
happen, a kind and loving 
response can make all the 
difference. That’s why the CWS 
Blankets program was created—to 
give a kind, loving and tangible 
response to someone facing a 
difficult me, reminding them that 
they are not alone.  
Through the generosity of CWS 
partner organiza ons, 
congrega ons and individual 
supporters, our most vulnerable 

neighbors around the world can 
feel safe and keep warm with 
fresh linens and clean sleeping 
quarters. When our neighbors are 
in need, even $10 for a single 
blanket goes a long way.  
Our church will collect this special 
offering during the worship 
service on Sunday, November 19. 
Please make checks out to First 
Congrega onal Church with 
Blanket Sunday on the memo 
line. Thank you. 

Pledge Drive Underway Soon! 
It is that me of year again, when 
we remember to support our 
church through our thes! A large 
majority of the church’s income 
comes through the faithful 
pledges of our members and 
friends. Having a clear vision of 
our future income will help the 
Stewardship and Budget 
Department create a responsible 
budget for 2024. Pledge cards will 
be available soon. We ask that you 
will faithfully make your pledge to 
the church for 2024.   

Church News 



Church News 
DEPARTMENT CHAIR-PERSONS, 
please note! 
This is a reminder that we are 
quickly approaching the me 
when we will be needing to 
replace re ring members from 
each of our church 
departments. These people will 
complete their three year terms in 
January 2024.   
We are asking that each 
department a empt to locate 
replacement  members for 
their own departments, as soon as 
possible. Please give the new 
members’ names to one of the 
Congrega onal Representa ves. If 
you have difficulty loca ng new 
members for your department, 
please let us know that as well. 
Your Congrega onal 
Representa ves are Becky Fisher, 
Carol Boyles and Jenny Kozel. 
Thank you for your early 
recruitment efforts!   

Fellowship Hour Help, Including 
Dishwashers!  
The new water heater has been 
installed and the dishwasher is 
back in service! Therefore, coffee 
hosts and dishwashers are needed 
for the coffee hour following 
worship.  
Easy instruc ons are posted for 
each volunteer opportunity. 
Please sign up in the Fellowship 
Hall on the sheets located next to 

the cookies if you can help. If you 
need assistance, indicate it on the 
sheet and someone will help you. 
Thank you!   

Appe zers and Artwork for 
Advent 
The Departments of Hospitality 
and Educa on will be hos ng  
Appe zers and Artwork for 
Advent on December 3 a er 
church and asks our congrega on 
to bring a favorite appe zer, 
finger food or munchie.  
Artwork tables will be set up for 
all who would like to join in!  

Book Study 
A new (yet previously exis ng) 
Book Study will be kicking off on 
Wednesday, December 6th at 
9:30am. We will be deciding on a 
book over the month of 
November, and intend to meet 
each Wednesday morning EXCEPT 
the Morning Circle (3rd) 
Wednesdays. For more 
informa on, contact Pastor Erin. 

Hope Center   
The Hope Center closed it’s doors 
on December 8, so we will no 
longer have a Hope Center 
dona on box in the Narthex. 
Church Response would s ll like to  
have toiletry items and they can 
be placed in the grocery cart. 
Thank you  for your generous gi s. 

 



Member Note 
Bruce and Kim Nearhood appear 
in an ar cle from the Children’s 
Home Society (CHS) magazine. 
The ar cle tells about the 
Nearhoods’ involvement with 
CHS. The magazine is posted on 
the bulle n board in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

ONA Anniversary  
First Congregational UCC officially 
became an Open and Affirming 
church on October 31, 2021. Cake 
and cupcakes were served as we 
celebrated this special event in 
the life of our church. 

Prayer Concerns 
Please hold the following 
members and friends in your 
prayers: 
Lee Boyles has ongoing health 
concerns.  
Kay Daugherty’s health is 
improving. She appreciates the 
love and prayers.  
Andy and Barb Knight’s son, John 
Knight, faces serious health 

concerns as the result of a fall, but 
is doing be er.          
Ginny Ensz is recovering from 
hemiplegic migraines, which show 
many effects of a stroke. Cards are 
welcome and can be mailed to her 
address in the church directory.  
Ron Laughlin, husband of Becky 
Fisher’s cousin, Linda, is receiving 
treatment for cancer.  
Sid Michaels has started cancer 
treatments. Radia on treatments 
began in August. He is doing well.  
Jodie Thuringer’s father is facing a 
recurrence of health issues. 
Pastor Dorotea Yucra’s daughter, 
Sarvia, is receiving no treatment 
for terminal cancer at this me. 
She is being cared for at home by 
her mother and sister.    
We also pray for those members 
of our church family who are in 
care centers or isolated in their 
homes, including:  
Evelyn Bradshaw, Vivian Di mer, 
Wes Humke, Eunice Johnson, 
Merrie Miller, Marrelyce Seaman, 
Dorothy Slingsby, Helen Snyder 
and Elena Van Pelt 
Prayer Update 
Cam Miller’s brother, Scot 
Cheney, has prostate cancer 
which has not spread. No further 
treatment is needed. Scot and his 
family thank you for your prayers. 
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Leaders 
Erin Erickson, pastor 

 Becky Fleming, licensed minister 
Mary Haan, Christian Education Coordinator 

Alan Glover, choir director, organist 
Michael Bossen, bell choir director 

Audrey Fenner, organist 
John Fenner, French horn 

The Adult Choir 
The Bell Choir 

Enya Wallace and Mike Lemay, special music 
Patti Arneson and Laura Switzer, administrative colleagues 

Chuck Rounds, moderator 
Denise Webster, treasurer 

Carol Boyles, Becky Fisher and Jenny Kozel, congregational representatives 
 Ron and Jeannette Hill, greeters 

Ben, Brady and Ellie Tipton, acolytes 
Harlan Stephens, reader 

Scott and Colleen Schuft, coffee hosts  
Rev. Kathleen Batchelder, pastor emerita 

Lynnell Parrott, organist emerita 
 

Credits: 
A Round of Praise - M. Helman             Alfred Publishing Co., Inc., c2009 
Come, Ye Thankful People, Come - G. Elvey, arr. B. Kinyon                 Agape, c1988 
Adagio in G Minor - arr. Harris                     Lorenz Pub. 
Get Together - C. Powers                Sony Music Entertainment 
Adagio - F. Liszt                                Lorenz Pub.                                           
Nachspiel - Bruckner/Hopson                     Hope Pub. 
Give Thanks - H. Smith                Integrity Hosanna Music, 1978 
Down to the River to Pray - arr. M. McDonald              Hope Pub. 
Shall We Gather at the River?                   Pilgrim Press, 1995 
On River Jordan’s Banks I Stand                 Pilgrim Press, 1995 
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