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Check out these 

October events and 

activities  

Our choir experiments with 

a new location 

For 54 years, our church choir has 

led worship from the choir loft that 

was specifically designed for them. 

As they experiment with singing 

from the front of the sanctuary, 

there has been no shortage of opin-

ions and ideas. Check out the article 

on page two for more information 

on this experiment and the next 

steps we are considering. 

October 19 is Children’s 

Sabbath 

Our annual 40 Days of Prayer for 

Children will conclude with the ob-

servance of Children’s Sabbath on 

Sunday, October 19. Special prayers 

and songs will ring from our sanctu-

ary and from houses of worship all 

around the country. An article on 

page 6 gives more information about 

the 40 Days of Prayer for Children 

and our congregation’s Children’s 

Sabbath observance.  

Living Generously 
You’ll hear our pastors, staff members and dedicated volunteers saying it 
again and again, “The people of this church are incredibly generous.” It is 
true. The spirit of generosity is expressed in many different ways among 
the people of our church. It is embodied in the very life of our congregation. 
In October each year, we are asked to reflect one side of our generosity by 
making pledges to support the operating budget of the church for the com-
ing year. Pledges enable the Department of Stewardship and Budget to 
plan effectively for the coming year. While we anticipate the opportunity to 
invest in a larger capital funds project in 2015, the simple fact remains that 
we need to underwrite the day to day operation of our congregation as well.  
Ours is a congregation committed to mission. Pledges help us to estimate 
the size of that mission and to set priorities for our ministry in the year to 
come. Join the other generous members of our congregation in serious 
prayer about our mission and ministry in the year to come and ask God for 
guidance as you make decisions about your participation in that mission 
and ministry. As we enter the fall season and think of the time of Thanks-
giving, may our actions reflect the gratitude that we feel. 



 

Continuing Conversations 

WOW! Have I had my ear bent 

this month! I’ve heard a long list 

of reasons why it is best for the 

choir to sing from the choir loft. 

And I also have heard an equally 

long list of reasons for the choir 

to sing down front. I have heard 

passionate convictions about 

the use of classical music in 

church and passionate convic-

tions about other types of mu-

sic.  

And I’ve been immersed in the 

specifics of types of boilers, and 

chillers, and vertical lifts and 

shingles and cost estimates and 

income projections and capital 

fund-raising. 

In the midst of all of these con-

versations, I have found that 

what excites me about this con-

gregation isn’t the building or 

the seating arrangement but 

the mission and ministry. I get 

excited about the family soon 

to move into the Habitat for 

Humanity Home. I get excited 

about firewood deliveries. I get 

excited about United Campus 

Ministries. I get excited about 

our discipleship programs for 

children and youth and adults.  

Who knows what the legacy of 

our generation will be? I hope 

we are remembered for our 

faithfulness and dedication to 

service. If so, we’ll figure out 

how to care for our building and 

arrange the chairs. 

A PASTOR’S POINT OF VIEW 

Our choir experiments with sing-

ing from the front of the sanctuary 

During the month of September, 
our choir has been singing from the 
front of the sanctuary. There have 
been plenty of strong opinions both 
from the choir and from the congre-
gation about the ideal location for our 
choir. Members of the Department of 
Worship are listening carefully, con-
ducting research, and gathering in-
formation to inform our decisions. 

On Sunday, October 5, following 
worship, the Department of Worship 
is hosting a special coffee hour in the 
parlor for choir members and their 
families to listen to the choir about 
several important issues, including 
long term plans around where the 
choir will sit and sing, ideas for how 
to make the position of choir director 
more appealing and ways to in-
crease support for our church’s mu-
sic ministry.  

The Department will also be pro-
viding additional opportunities for 
comments from the congregation. At 
the same time, the capital projects 
group is seeking solutions for access 
to the choir loft for those with diffi-
culty climbing the stairs. 

Thank you to the choir and to the 
entire congregation for the patience 
and commitment to worship that has 
characterized our conversations dur-
ing this interim time of experimenta-
tion. It is anticipated that we will con-
tinue to experiment with different op-
tions throughout the fall as we con-
tinue our search for a new choir di-
rector.  

Comments can be made to any 
member of the Department of Wor-
ship. 

 

The capital projects process con-

tinues on schedule 

As we enter this fall’s steward-
ship campaign, families are rightly 
asking, “What will the upcoming capi-
tal campaign goal be and how can I 
plan my pledge knowing that there 
will be a request for donations to the 
capital campaign?” While it would be 
good to have definitive answers, 
there remain many unanswered 
questions. 

The feasibility study indicates 
that our congregation is capable of a 
campaign in the $500,000 to 
$750,000 range, with gifts coming in 
over a 3 to 5 year payment period. 
Preliminary cost estimates are com-
ing in within that range.  While engi-
neering studies have been com-
pleted for the replacement of the 
boiler and adding air conditioning to 
our building, those costs are not yet 
firm as we are waiting additional re-
search. The cost of a new roof and 
additional insulation has a wide 
range, depending on the choice of 
roofing materials. Preliminary cost 
estimates for a vertical lift to the choir 
loft, a family assist bathroom, and 
additional projects are in, but it will 
take a couple of months to develop a 
complete list of projects and cost es-
timates.  

We expect to have a campaign 
goal set by the end of November. 
The congregational vote to authorize 
a campaign is planned for March, 
2015, with the campaign kick-off in 
April, if authorized.  

For more information on specific 
projects, contact Rob Burton, pro-
jects chair or moderator Gerry 
Boehrs. 
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Boards and Departments 

MODERATOR’S MUSINGS by Gerry Boehrs  

FROM THE CHURCH 

BOARD 

by Eileen Rossow, clerk 

The Church Board met on 
Tuesday, September 16th, 
with Gerry Boehrs, Modera-
tor, conducting the meet-
ing. We are still working on 
finding a new choir direc-
tor. If you have any leads, 
please contact Laura 
Switzer. With the help of our 
Youth Group, we have 
topped the $7,000 goal for 
the Habitat House and it is 
nearly complete. Dedication 
should be sometime in Octo-
ber. The Capital Funds Drive 
committee continues to work 
on acquiring costs and work-
ing on plans and goals. The 
Board is continuing to pro-
mote the Table Project. Sign 
up online to be a part of this 
innovative program. Craft 
Sale Dates will be the first 
three Sundays of November 
- the 2nd, 9th, and 16th. 
Look for crafts and projects 
to bid on and buy in the Fel-
lowship Hall. The next Board 
meeting will be Oct. 21st. 

Phase II of Capital Projects work is proceeding apace, thanks to a lot 
of time and effort by the members who volunteered for the work 
groups involved.  We are pushing to complete definitions of options 
and estimated costs for roof and heating/air conditioning projects in 
the next few weeks.  We want to be thorough in considering all rea-
sonable options, and laying out pros and cons and costs of each 
one.  This requires considerable time, but is essential for proper 
evaluation and clear presentation to the congregation.  We will be 
sharing this information with you as it comes together.  Identifying and 
costing other projects to be recommended is naturally slower because 
possibilities are not so well defined, but this group is working hard and 
progressing.  Organizing and background work for fund raising is un-
derway and on schedule.   

Department of Hospitality 
by Kyle Grauman 

The Welcome Kits are nearing 
completion and ready for decora-
tion by our congregation’s chil-
dren. At the latest, we hope to 
start handing them out on Bring 
a Friend Sunday on Oct. 19. 
We will be hosting a chili feed 
following worship that day. The 
congregation will be encouraged 
to bring their favorite take on the 
iconic dish (and/or desserts, fix-
ings, condiments, etc.). Our next 
event is scheduled for Nov. 28 

(Black Friday) from 10:30am to 
2:30pm. We will host a movie/
game day for the children (while 
at the same time giving parents a 
chance to shop, clean, rest...). 
Lunch will be provided.  Some 
extra volunteers may be needed. 
Our next meeting will be Oct. 7. 

Department of Ministries 
by Robin Franson 

The Dept. of Ministries had two 
back-to-back meals to provide 
for Rapid City residents recently. 
Our generous cookie bakers 
stepped up and loaded us up 
with cookies to share at Corner-
stone Mission and for the School 
of Mines students. We really ap-
preciate all our bakers being able 
to donate such delicious cookies. 
If you like to bake, put us on your 

cookie calendar for Halloween eve-
ning! 
We also have had several nice peo-
ple come forward to help us pre-
pare our casseroles, salad and 
sloppy joes. It's not hard work but it 
goes much more quickly when we 
have cheerful helpers. Our Depart-
ment of Ministries sincerely appreci-
ates all the contributions of our 
church community for us to help 
others.  
The Church Response focus food 
for October is pasta. Please place 
your pasta and all food donations in 
the Church Response grocery cart 
in the narthex.  
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News and Events 

This fall, we’ve made a shift in the 

style of music we sing on the 1st 

Sunday of each month. We haven’t 

abandoned our classical music and 

we still sing traditional hymns on 1st 

Sundays, but we’ve added some 

other songs.  

One reason for change was the deci-

sion of the Department of Education 

to plan their programs so everyone 

can participate in communion on the 

1st Sunday of the month. This means 

that our worship needs to be acces-

sible to people of all ages and ap-

pealing to children and youth all the 

way through the service.  

Our United Church of Christ Praise 

Song Advisory team states that 

“Praise music is a memorable, mel-

ody-based composition that is musi-

cally accessible without being sim-

plistic; it has a fresh sound incorpo-

rating less traditional rhythms and 

harmonization.” 

The approach of the Department of 

Worship has been to add more mu-

sic to the service, not remove the 

songs we know and love. We have a 

diverse congregation with diverse 

musical tastes. We seek music for 

worship that reflects that diversity 

while honoring our unity in Christ. 

Music and ministry; worship, Woodchucks and a women’s retreat! 

Ours is a busy and exciting congregation! 

Why do we do that? A 

shift in music for worship. 
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BELL CHOIR NEWS 

The Bell Choir’s first performance this 
fall will be on Sunday, Oct. 19, and 
will feature two pieces:  “One Great 
Spirit” by K. Wissinger -- this original 
composition was written for a niece 
and her Lakota friends at Pine Ridge; 
and “Northern Lights” by Margaret 
Tucker who incorporates the Lakota 
hymn “Many and Great” into her com-
position.   
Margaret (Maggi) R. Tucker, born 
1936, is a native of South Dakota and 
has lived in Chicago, Minnesota, Tur-
key (where she and her husband 
taught school for five years under the 
auspices of the UCC), and in Texas.  

ADULT CHOIR NEWS 

Everyone is invited all to share their 
musical talents with the congregation!  
Opportunities to do this include sing-
ing in the choir or house band, and 
playing an instrument in the house 
band. If you can help, please call 
Becky Umenthum at 716-9099. 

LIBRARY NEWS 

Don’t pass up one of the perks of 
worshiping at First Congregational 
Church--the library. Our book sec-
tions have expanded with very spe-
cial editions. Most are available for 
check out. Ted has recently donated 
a series on the history of the UCC for 
use in the library. When the main li-
brary at Ellsworth closed, they gave 
many books to the Ellsworth Chapel 
Library which, in turn, shared with us. 
Westhills has also given us duplicates 
from their collection and UCC mem-
bers have been generous in their do-
nations. Please drop by to view our 
expanded collection and to check out 
a “mind expander.” 

UNITED CAMPUS MINISTRIES 

Thursday Forum, sponsored by 
United Campus Ministry, meets noon 
to 1pm each Thursday in the 
McKeel Room of Surbeck Center on 
the SDSM&T campus. Transportation 
from Westhills Village is provided. It is 
an opportunity to see UCM in action, 
to enjoy some light refreshments, and 
to participate in discussions about 
current local issues. 
Oct. 2: Dorothy Brewick--Dem.  in  
    Action/Women Candidates 
Oct. 9: Carmen Hansen--     
    Vucurevich Foundation 
Oct. 16: Jill Jennewin, Visiting Israel 
Oct. 23: Paul Higbee,  SD History 
Oct. 30: Dr. Rod Parry, Sanford  
    Medical School 
??? Contact Kathleen Batchelder, 
Ruth Ann Karlen or Lois Moore.  

WOODCHUCK SOCIETY NEWS 

Early snowfall in September gave us 
a small reminder that winter weather 
will be coming, and the Woodchucks 
are almost ready! We will continue to 
split and saw at the church lot on 
Tuesdays and Saturdays from 9 to 
noon for most of October. Deliver-
ies will start towards the end of 
October, and will continue until the 
22nd of November. That delivery will 
also include the Turkey Taxi that pro-
vides Thanksgiving turkeys to families 
in the Dakota Association churches of 
our partners on the Cheyenne River 
reservation. If you would like to re-
ceive updated information on work 
and/or delivery days, please email 
cwskrounds@gmail.com and we will 
include you in the emailed updates. 
Thanks to the EXTREMELY dedi-
cated workers who make this project 
a priority. See you at the wood lot 
soon! 



 

Monthly Budget Update 

There is good news and good 

news from the Department of 

Stewardship and Budget this 

month. First the good news. 

As of the end of August we 

are running in the black with 

income exceeding expenses 

by just over $6,000. Thank 

you to all for your generosity 

and support of the ongoing 

mission of our church.  

Now more good news: we are 

projecting an increase in our 

ministries of between 4% and 

5% for 2015. Of course that 

means that we need to in-

crease our income by that 

amount, but given compara-

tively higher increases in en-

ergy costs and other fixed 

expenses, the projected 

budget is coming in at a level 

that is affordable and sustain-

able for our congregation. For 

most of our congregation the 

projected increase is less than 

they spend in the coffee shop 

every month. As is always the 

case, not every family will be 

able to afford the 5% in-

crease, so others will need to 

give what they are able to 

support our mission and min-

istry.  

We are confident that God 

will provide the resources for 

our church for the year to 

come. To make that happen, 

we all need to keep listening 

to God’s call. 
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WARD’S CREW 

As a church, we had set a goal of rais-
ing $7000 to contribute to the Habitat 
for Humanity Apostle’s Build house. As 
of Sept. 13, we had raised $6,735.53. 
Our United Church Youth collected 
freewill offerings at their “Cherry on the 
Top” dessert table during the Sunday 
School Kick-off potluck on Sept.14. 
They raised $491.10, putting us over 
our goal by $226.63! 
Thank you to everyone who donated 
funds, hosted, and served on the work 
crews in order to provide a new home 
for a family in our community. 

Peace-Full Paths Women’s Retreat 2014 at Placerville Camp 

Friday, Oct. 24 (3:00 P.M.) to Saturday, Oct. 25 (4:00 P.M.) 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone: _____________________Cell Phone: _____________________________ 

E-mail: ___________________________  Roommate Preference:____________________________ 

Do you have any special dietary needs? Please explain: 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______ I need a ride to Placerville         ______ I need handicapped accessible lodging 

_______ If needed, I can provide a ride to Placerville 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Please return the top portion of this form with payment by Oct. 19, 2014  

to the church office. Make checks payable to:   Women’s Fellowship. 

Full Retreat Fee: $55.00 (includes 3 meals & lodging) begins Oct. 24 at 3pm. 

Friday Only Fee: $20.00 (includes 1 meal) begins Oct. 24 at 3pm. 

Saturday Only Fee: $35.00 (includes 2 meals) begins Oct. 25 at either   6:45am for Yoga or   

  8:00am for breakfast. 

Scholarships for our church members are available through Women’s Fellowship.  

For more information or questions, please contact Kathleen Batchelder at (605) 342-5787.  

Bring:  Bible, unopened toiletry item(s) to donate to “Cases for Kids”, bedding, towel, toiletries, 

 slippers, comfortable clothing, warm coat, walking/hiking shoes, and yoga mat (optional). 

Note: In case of inclement weather, calls will be made by noon on Oct. 24 to inform 

 everyone of an alternate plan. 

Women’s Retreat 2014 Placerville Camp 

Friday, October 24th (3:00 P.M.) to Saturday, October 25th (4:00 P.M.) 

WOMEN’S RETREAT 

"Peace-full Paths" will be the theme 
of our fall women's retreat October 24 
and 25 at Placerville.  All women of 
the church are invited to explore the 
Peace of God, the God of Peace, the 
Peace of Nature, and the essential 
role of Peace in our daily lives.  
Plans are being made for programs, 
crafts, hikes, quiet time, and good 
fellowship. 
Please fill out the registration form 
below and take note that scholar-
ships are available for church mem-
bers through Women’s Fellowship. 



 

Education Pages 

The Forty Days of Prayer for Chil-

dren concludes on Sunday, Octo-

ber 19 with the celebration of 

Children’s Sabbath. Please sign up 

to sponsor a day of prayer be-

tween now and then.  

Autumn offers opportunities to connect with others and to grow in 

faith.  

Seeking College Addresses 
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Children’s Sabbath 

Light a Candle for Children, the forty 
day vigil of prayer for children, con-
cludes Sunday, October 19. The in-
terfaith observance of Children’s Sab-
bath is a time when faithful people in 
churches, synagogues, mosques and 
other places of worship around the 
country join in prayer for children. 

There are still openings in the calen-
dar of prayer for some days in Octo-
ber. To sponsor a day, all you have to 
do is sign your name on the sticker 
and put the sticker on the calendar. 
Then, on that day, please remember 
to include children in your prayers. No 
special prayer is required. Just take 
time to pray for children. 

Thanks to everyone who signed up 
and joined in our 2014 vigil of prayer. 
This year’s sponsors have included a 
wide range of people—children and 
youth, those who are parents and 
those who are not, young adults and 
senior citizens. . . The care of our 
gathered community for “the least of 
these” is shown as we join our hearts 
and voices in prayer.  Please con-
tinue to pray for children during the 
remaining days of this prayer vigil. 
Even if you did not get the opportunity 
to sign up as a sponsor, please add 
your prayers for children to this effort. 
Thank you for your care for children.  

 
United Church Youth  

All youth in grades 6-12 are invited to 
participate in the fellowship group, 
United Church Youth. Youth group 
meets on Wednesday evenings. We 
generally begin at 6:30 pm. However, 
once a month (or thereabouts) we 

meet at 6:00 pm to go on a 
“Destination Unknown.” These desti-
nations are related to ministry in 
some way—sometimes directly, other 
times more indirectly. But there is al-
ways some “purpose” for our visit. 
The mystery of the destination is part 
of the fun, so youth are given clues, 
but not told where we’ll be going. Din-
ner is included in the Destination Un-
known experiences. Youth group al-
ways concludes at 8:00 pm. Susan 
Huffman coordinates group activities 
with assistance from Ted Huffman, 
Nick Strampe and Ryan Webster. 
Becky Umenthum will also be helping 
on the music nights. Wednesday 
nights are fellowship time, so friends 
in grades 6-12 are always welcome.  
The following activities are planned 
for October. 
 
October 1, 6:30 pm: Music and 
More If you play an instrument of any 
type, bring it along. If you don’t play 
an instrument, bring yourself. You 
can sing or play a drum. And even if 
you don’t think you have a musical 
bone in your body, come share the 
fun.  
 
October 8, 6:00 pm: Destination 
Unknown The ever-mysterious, al-
ways popular DESTINATION UN-
KNOWN returns. Don’t miss the lat-
est foray unto the unknown! Be sure 
to arrive by 6:00 pm!! Dinner in-
cluded. Conclude at 8:00 pm  
 
October 15, 6:30 pm: Hospitality 
Helpers. A great night for the arts-
and-crafts-minded. We’ll use fabric 
markers and more to decorate bags 
for church visitors. But, if you are the 
not-so-artsy type, do not fear! We’ve 
thought of you, too. Something  for 

United Church Youth will pre-

pare CARE PACKAGES for College 

Kids at their meeting on October 

22.  

Please email the current address 

for your college student to  

susanucc@rushmore.com. Ad-

dresses of college students tend 

to change from year to year, so 

help us stay connected by sub-

mitting  the latest address. 

Thanks! 



 

October 29: Fall Festival/

Halloween Party 

Attention Parents!  

United Church Youth will host a 

Fall Festival/Halloween party 

for the “little kids” in our church 

on Wednesday, October 29. The 

plan is to provide a safe and fun 

event for young children and 

their families. As this issue of 

the Call goes to press, the youth 

are meeting to make plans. 

Watch for the details. Food, 

simple crafts and games will be 

provided. Costumes are wel-

come, but not required. Mark 

your calendars and plan to at-

tend. For more information, talk 

to Susan Huffman or call the 

church office at 342-5787. 

 

 

Moms’ Group 

A new fellowship/support group  

for moms with kids still at home 

is being formed. An initial brain-

storming meeting will be held 

on Saturday, October 11 from 

9:00 to 10:00 am. If you are 

interested in being a part of this 

group, talk to Lisa Lyons, Alicia 

Sutliff-Benusis or Susan Huff-

man.  
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everyone—especially snacks! 
 
October 22, 6:30 pm: Care Pack-
ages for College Kids The classic 
example of “pay it forward.” You help 
lift the spirits of some lonely college 
student now. Someday, in the future, 
when you’re in college, someone will 
send you a CARE PACKAGE, too!  
And you know, there are always a few 
goodies left over that have to be sam-
pled. Come, share your care!  
 
October 29, TBA: Halloween Party 
for Little Ones UCY will host a Hal-
loween party for the “little kids.” Plan 
now to come and help! Wear a cos-
tume (but nothing too scary). Gather-
ing time and details will be announced 
as soon as plans are in place.  
 
Information on the Fall Youth Event 
will be available at youth group meet-
ings. The Fall Youth Event will be 
held November 7-9 at Placerville 
Camp. The theme for the weekend is 
“Come Thirsty,” with keynote speaker 
Rev. Molly Carlson, plus time for fel-
lowship and fun. The Fall Event is 
open to youth grades 7-12.  
 
Stepping Stones 

This year, we are initiating a new pro-
gram called Stepping Stones. Step-
ping Stones is designed to honor chil-
dren of different ages and to 
strengthen the home-church connec-
tion. On Sunday, October 5, we will 
present prayer lambs to the one-year-
olds in our congregation. These 
lambs have been made by a member 
of our church. Our hope is that the 
little lamb will help make a connection 

to church and remind the little children 
of the stories of God’s love and care. 
As we continue our observance of the 
Forty Days of Prayer for children, we 
will lift up the young children in our 
congregation, praying for them and 
their families. Please join us for this 
stepping stone on the Journey of 
Faith Formation. It promises to be a 
special Sunday, full of joy as we cele-
brate our community of faith and give 
thanks for the one-year-olds in our 
midst.  
 
Confirmation 

Confirmation classes are typically 
held every other year. The 2014-2015 
school year is a Confirmation year. 
Confirmation is offered to those in 
grades 8 or older. The particular 
schedule will be determined by the 
group. Confirmation is designed as a 
time for youth to ask questions and 
explore their faith. Many (but not all) 
youth have been baptized as infants 
or young children. At this point, the 
youth have an opportunity to explore 
what they believe and to confirm their 
baptisms. Our confirmation is a strong 
mentor-based program with opportu-
nities for youth to explore their faith 
with pastors and to consider church 
membership with adult members of 
the church. The mentor-confirmand 
friendships developed during this time 
often continue long beyond Confirma-
tion Sunday. If you are interested in 
learning more about the 2014-2015 
Confirmation study, talk to Susan 
Huffman at 342-5787 or email susa-
nucc@rushmore.com  



 

MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES 

The South Dakota Conference 

of the United Church of Christ 

will hold its Emerging Minis-

tries Summit Saturday, Octo-

ber 4, at 10 am at the United 

Church of Christ in Pierre.  

Among ministries to be ex-

plored are Local Church Invest-

ments, Fine Arts in Christian 

Education, a Possible 2017 

Conference Work Project, Lo-

cal Church Accessibility, Sacred 

Conversations on Race, and 

organizing the Conference 

Deacons. 

Participating from our congre-

gation will be Ben Anderson, 

Dee Anderson, Rev. Kathleen 

Batchelder, Rob Burton, and 

Rev. Ted Huffman.  

The Emerging Ministries Sum-

mit is an annual event de-

signed to explore new and 

possible expanded ministries 

for the South Dakota Confer-

ence and its member congre-

gations.  

Around the church, in our community, and across the Conference, our 

members are engaged in exciting mission and ministry.  

EMERGING MINISTRIES 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

The following members and friends 
have October Birthdays: 

October 1:  George Sazama 
October 3:   Autumn Knight 
   Denise Webster 
October 5:   Dee Anderson 
   Shirley Battey 
   Jeri Behringer 
   Bridget Gilbert  
October 6:     Willy Grigg 
October 8:  Leslie Brookes 
    Becky Fisher 
October 9:  Randy Fisher 
    Abigail Thompson 
October 12:  Steel Cruz 
    Sarah Grigg 
October 13:  Jim Fleming 
    Joyce Oster 
October 15:  Lee Boyles 
    Elyse Seals 
October 16:  Richard Battey 
    Laura Switzer 
October 17:  Ryan Eddy 
    Shirley Sackman 
    Carter Seals 
October 19:  Peggy Eckholm 
    Felicia Roskam 
October 20:  Ginny Ensz 
October 22:  Greg Logue 
    Marge Pitts 
    Ryan Webster 
October 24:  Tom Berry 
October 25:  Susan Kelts 
October 27:  Meghan Maas 
    Kenny Putnam 
October 28:  Lindsey Martin 

 

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

Please hold in your thoughts and 
prayers the family of Margaret and 
Harry Putnam following his death on 
September 15. 

At Canistota, SD:  Bill Dittmer 
At Echo Ridge:  John Arneson 
At Golden Living Centers, 
Bella Vista:  Stan Halla, Kay Wolff 
At Westhills South:  Shirley Triggs 

Other Church Members are in our 
thoughts and prayers, including:  
Linda Parrott, Ed Dull, Ben Schnabel, 
Ward Cheney, Marvin Bitterman, Ce-
cil Bassett and Bob Jeffery. 

Family and friends of our church 
members include: John Meyers, son 
of Dorothy Davis; Cheryl Wathen, 
mother of Gwyn Wathen; Kathryn 
Kuhn; Steve Chapin; Sherre Christen-
sen; Dan Williams, son-in-law of Ted 
and Mary Linda McBride; and the 
mother of Ron Lawson.  

In Military Service:  Kyle Kloeckl (Ed 
and Ginny Ensz’s grandson), Melanie 
Moore, and all serving our country. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Salim Fisher and Christopher 
Golden were married at our church 
on Sept. 6. Our blessings and best 
wishes to the newlyweds as they em-
bark upon their lives together. 
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JOIN THE TABLE PROJECT 

FOR A NEW DIMENSION 

IN CHURCH CONVERSA-

TIONS 

The Table Project is a private 

social network, just for our 

church that enables us to con-

nect 24/7, and not just on Sun-

day.  

You can join by going to http://

rcfirstucc.tableproject.org. 

Get started by filling out the 

“about me” and uploading a 

picture so people can recognize 

your face. 

Browse the “people” section to 

see those who live near you and 

to check out who you can invite 

to participate. Visit the prayer 

wall, check out the groups, and 

explore our Table Project. 

OFFICE NEWS 

Updated church directories are avail-
able in the church office.  
The office will be open Tuesday 
through Friday from 9am to 3pm 
with the help of Administrative Col-
leagues, Laura Switzer and Julie Bur-
ton. To ease the communication be-
tween staff, we are asking all church 
related emails be directed to :  
uccoffice@rushmore.com.  
We invite you to share with the church 
office, address or phone number 
changes, birthday updates or articles 
you would like added to The Call or 
bulletin through this address or simply 
stop by or call the church office at  
342-5787. Thank You. 

BLACK HILLS ASSOCIATION 

The Black Hills Association Fall meet-
ing will take place at the Spearfish 
United Church of Christ at 3:00pm 
on October 5. 

ANNUAL BUFFALO DINNER 

The Keystone UCC will hold its annual 
buffalo dinner on Sunday, Oct. 26 
starting at 11:30am and going until 
they run out of buffalo! For more infor-
mation, see the poster on the bulletin 
board by the office. 

THANK YOU! 

A big thank you to all who helped 
clean the kitchen on Monday, Septem-
ber 29. It looks great! 

The Women’s Fellowship Board 
 

 

 

RETIREMENT 

The Reverend Geoffrey A. Black, 
General Minister and President  of the 
United Church of Christ, has an-
nounced his plans to retire at the end 
of General Synod 2015 - two years 
before the conclusion of his second 
term A search committee will work to 
find a successor to be presented at 
the March 2015 meeting of the UCC 
Board. Board chair, the Rev. Bernard 
Wilson, has expressed gratitude for 
Black’s leadership. He asks for 
prayers for our beloved United Church 
of Christ as we move into the future 
God has before us. 

LOVE INC  

The Love INC Clearinghouse takes 
over 1,200 requests for help each 
year. These calls are answered by 
caring volunteers who listen to under-
stand people’s situations and direct 
them to the most appropriate source 
of help. This can mean a referral to an 
area agency or services provided by 
area churches and volunteers through 
the Clearinghouse. The Clearing-
house ministries open the door to con-
nect with people in their place of need 
and point them to long-term solutions 
for what they are facing. Love INC has 
openings on Friday and Thursday 
mornings from 8:45-12:15 for volun-
teers to talk with people who are call-
ing for assistance. If interested, please 
call the Love INC office at 718-5683.  

 

 

 



 

CHURCH EVENTS 

The Department of Hos-
pitality invites everyone 
to join the fun of Bring a 
Friend to Church Sun-
day on October 19.  We 
encourage you to bring a 
friend to church, to Sun-
day School, and to our 
Chili Lunch following 
worship.   
 

When:  Sunday,  
    October 19 
Where: First Congrega-
    tional UCC   
    Fellowship Hall 
What to Bring:  A pot of 
    chili, a side   
    dish, OR    
    a dessert 

There are always exciting events in the life of our church. Check out 

these announcements and the calendar on page 11. 

BRING A FRIEND TO 

CHURCH  

AND CHILI LUNCH 
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CHURCH CHAT 

The Social Animal by David Brooks is 
our topic for discussion at Church 
Chat on Tuesdays, October 7 and 
21.  Plan to join us noon to 1 p.m. in 
the Fireside Room for coffee, light 
refreshments (bring your own sand-
wich if you want), and great discus-
sion.   On October 7, we will discuss 
the first 10 chapters of Social Animal.  
For more information, contact Bonnie 
Edwards, Barb Knight, or Georgia 
O'Connor. 

CONGREGATIONAL CONNECTIONS 

Fourteen members of our Congrega-
tional Connections Team have been 
commissioned for a second year of 
visitation and connections.  Their 
dedication and energy are greatly ap-
preciated!!  We honor the following 
people for their work in the past year:  
Sharon Darrow, Jane Ireland, Mary 
Keithahn, Jill Kundtz, Chuck Lindly, 
Mary Mead, Eleanore Moe, Eileen 
Rossow, Sybil Rounds, Chuck 
Rounds, Kandee Snoozy, Doris Marie 
Strom, Jim Webster, and Tish Wilkin-
son.  We welcome Laura Switzer as a 
new member of the Congregational 
Connections.   
As always, we rely on the help of 
every member and friend of our con-
gregation to keep us aware of those  
people within our church family who 
need a visit or a call.  Please contact 
the church office or Kathleen 
Batchelder (342-8720) when you 
have a connection request. 

 

 

 

4th TUESDAY LADIES LUNCH GROUP 

Would you like to have some uncom-
plicated plans, delicious Dutch treat 
lunch, and good conversation with 
church friends?  Plan to join the 
Fourth Tuesday Ladies Lunch Group 
at 11:30 a.m. on Thursday, October 
28, at Minerva's Restaurant.  We 
always have a GREAT time getting 
together!!  For more information, con-
tact Maureen Dymock. 

STAINED GLASS PROJECT 

Learn how to make beautiful stained 
glass art every Friday, 1- 4 p.m. Bro-
ken glass from our church is being 
“rescued” to create stained glass 
pieces. For more information, contact 
Dave Ledford (341-68090. All pro-
ceeds to the Capital Improvement 
Fund. 

CRAFTERS 

Crafters will continue to meet every 
Tuesday at 1 p.m., unless otherwise 
notified.  Come and see what fun you 
can have creating cards, quilts and 
more. All proceeds go to out reach 
programs. Contact Carol Boyles (348-
5697) or Sue Maynard (798-2140). 

MEMOIR WRITING GROUP 
The Memoir Writing Group will meet 
Thursday, October 23, at 1:30 p.m. 
in the church parlor. Everyone is in-
vited to come share a written story 
from your life with us, or just come to 
listen and have a cup of tea. The 
group meets the 4th Thursday of 
each month unless it is a holiday. For 
more information, contact Mary 
Keithahn at 716-2141. 
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Sat Oct 4, 2014 
9am Wood Splitting 

Sun Oct 5, 2014 
8:30am House Band Practice 
9:30am Worship For All Ages—World 

Communion Sunday 
10:30am Fellowship 
10:45am Choir meeting with Department 

of Worship —Parlor 
Mon Oct 6, 2014 

6:30pm Women's Bible Study 
Tue Oct 7, 2014 

9am Wood Splitting 
12 noon Church Chat 
1pm Craft Day 
1:15pm Spiritual Practices 
6:30 pm Dept of Hospitality Meeting 

Wed Oct 8, 2014 
6pm Bell Choir Practice 
6:00pm United Church Youth-

Destination Unknown 
7pm Adult Choir Practice 

Thu Oct 9, 2014 
10am Altar Guild Meeting 
12pm Thursday Forum at SDSM&T 
4:30pm Dept. of Worship 
5:30pm RC Area Firefighters Bible Study 

Fri Oct 10, 2014 
1pm "Rescue Stained Glass Project" 
1pm BH Watercolor Group 

Sat Oct 11, 2014 
9am Wood Splitting 
9am Moms’ Group 

Sun Oct 12, 2014 
8:30am Adult Choir Practice 
8:30am Dept. of Ministries Meeting 
9:30am Worship  & Sunday School 
10:30am Fellowship 
10:45am Dept.of Education 

Mon Oct 13, 2014 
1:30pm Westhills Bible and Book Study 
6:30pm Women's Bible Study 

Tue Oct 14, 2014 
9am Wood Splitting 
1pm Craft Day 
1:15pm Spiritual Practices 
6:30pm Dept. of Hospitality - 

Wed Oct 15, 2014 
9:30am Good Morning Circle 
6pm Bell Choir Practice 
6pm Dept. of Stewardship & Budget 
6:30 pm United Church Youth 
6:30pm Good Evening Circle 
7pm Adult Choir Practice 

Thu Oct 16, 2014 
12pm Thursday Forum at SDSM&T 
5:30pm RC Area Firefighters Bible Study 

Fri Oct 17, 2014 
1pm "Rescue Stained Glass Project" 
1pm BH Watercolor Group 

Sat Oct 18, 2014 
9am Wood Splitting 
10:30 am Women’s Retreat Planning 

Sun Oct 19, 2014 
Bring a Friend Sunday 

8:30am Bell Choir 
9:30am Worship and Sunday School 
10:30am Chili Lunch 
3:30pm Jail Ministry 

Mon Oct 20, 2014 
6:30pm Women's Bible Study 

Tue Oct 21, 2014 
9am Wood Splitting 
12 noon Church Chat 
1pm Craft Day 
1:15pm Spiritual Practices 
7pm Church Board Meeting 

Wed Oct 22, 2014 
4:15pm 1st Congregational Trust Board 
6pm Bell Choir Practice 
6:30pm United Church Youth 
7pm Adult Choir Practice 

Thu Oct 23, 2014 
12pm Thursday Forum at SDSM&T 
1:30pm Memoir Writing Group 
5:30pm RC Area Firefighters Bible Study 

Fri Oct 24, 2014 
1pm "Rescue Stained Glass Project" 
1pm BH Watercolor Group 
3pm Women’s Retreat begins at Placer-

ville 
Sat Oct 25, 2014 

9am Wood Splitting 
10am Suicide Support Group 
Women’s Retreat at Placerville continues 

until 4pm 
Sun Oct 26, 2014 

8:30am Adult Choir Practice 
9:30am Worship and Sunday School 
10:30am Fellowship 
3pm BHCMS - Concert 

Mon Oct 27, 2014 
9am WF Sanctuary Cleaning 
1:30pm Westhills Bible and Book Study 
3:30pm PEO meeting 
6:30pm Women's Bible Study 

Tue Oct 28, 2014 
9am Wood Splitting 

11:30am Fourth Tues. Ladies Lunch 
Group 

1pm Craft Day 
1:15pm Spiritual Practices 
 
Wed Oct 29, 2014 
6pm Bell Choir Practice 
TBA United Church Youth sponsors Fall 

Fellowship/Halloween Party 
7pm House Band Practice 

Thu Oct 30, 2014 
9am Mission Meal Preparation 
12pm Thursday Forum at SDSM&T 
5:30pm RC Area Firefighters Bible Study 

Fri Oct 31, 2014 
1pm "Rescue Stained Glass Project" 
1pm BH Watercolor Group 
5pm Mission Meal 

Sat Nov 1, 2014 
9am Wood Splitting 

Sun Nov 2, 2014 
8:30am House Band Practice 
9:30am Worship For All Ages  
10:30am Craft Sale 
10:30am Fellowship 

Mon Nov 3, 2014 
6:30pm Women's Bible Study 

Tue Nov 4, 2014 
9am Wood Splitting 
1pm Craft Day 
1:15pm Spiritual Practices 

Wed Nov 5, 2014 
11:30am WF Board Meeting 
6pm Bell Choir Practice 
6:30pm United Church Youth 
7pm Adult Choir Practice 

Thu Nov 6, 2014 
12pm Thursday Forum at SDSM&T 
5:30pm RC Area Firefighters Bible Study 

Fri Nov 7, 2014 
1pm "Rescue Stained Glass Project" 
1pm Watercolor Group 



 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED—OCTOBER 5, 2014 
Neighbors in Need is our annual all church offering that supports justice and 
Witness ministries throughout the United States. Among ministries supported 
are our Dakota Association Congregations and a special 2014 mission 
initiative to boost literacy in the communities we serve.  
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