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“Your way may be known upon earth . . . 
The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us. 
May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere God. 

MISSION 4/1 EARTH 
Science tells us that 97 percent 

of human communication is con-
veyed without a word. We speak 
most powerfully, not with our 
mouths but, rather, with bodies in 
motion. A smile, a hand extended 
to help another expresses love, care 
and respect and makes God’s way 
known in our world without a 
word. 

At Easter, we celebrate God’s 
way becoming known upon earth—
the Stillspeaking God calling forth 
life from situations of despair and 
death. As we unite in this Easter 
season, during the 50 days of Mis-
sion 4/1 Earth, how might we set 

the Body of Christ in motion to 
proclaim this Good News and make 
God’s way known in practical visi-
ble, life-changing ways? 

The Body of Christ in motion 
planting trees with unexpected 
companions in under-served com-
munities.  Our church will have 
opportunities to plant new trees as a 
part of our landscaping plan, plant 
new trees in the hills to enhance 
our environment, and plant new 
trees in cooperation with our reser-
vation partners to improve the qual-
ity of life on the Cheyenne River 
Reservation. 

The Body of Christ in motion 

TAIZÉ COMES TO SOUTH DAKOTA 
The Taizé community is an ecumenical monastic order that is based in 
France. It is composed of brethren from Protestant and Catholic traditions 
founded in 1940 by Brother Roger Schultz. The community has become one 
of the world’s most important sites for Christian pilgrimage. Over 100,000 
young adults make pilgrimages to Taizé for prayer each year. Now the broth-
ers of the Taizé community are coming to South 

Article continues on page 2 
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MISSION 4/1 EARTH continued from page 1 

cultivating food. Members of 
our congregation will be plant-
ing a little extra in their home 
gardens to have produce to 
share, We will be providing 
fresh produce for the 
Women’s Shelter, and we will 
be working with others to cul-
tivate community gardens. 

The Body of Christ in 
motion creating places of 
sanctuary. Our Capital Task 
Force and Church Board have 
already taken positive steps to 
reduce the energy consump-
tion and lower the carbon 
footprint of our church opera-
tion. We will continue to make 
plans for long-term sustain-
ability of our congregation and 
healthy stewardship of God’s 
resources. 

The Body of Christ in 
motion inviting others. Dy-
namic worship and other op-
portunities in the life of our 
church will make the 50 Great 
Days of Pentecost an excellent 
opportunity for our members 
to invite their friends to come 
and see what is happening at 
our church.  From our Mission 
4/1 Earth kickoff event to our 
Pentecost worship, there will 
be lots of opportunities to 
demonstrate how membership 
in our congregation helps to 
improve lives and strengthen 
community.  

Together with the other 
congregations of the United 
Church of Christ, we will pur-
sue three goals during the 50 
Great Days of Pentecost: 

• 1 million hours of en-
gaged earth care including 
clean up, advocacy, and 
education. 

• 100,000 trees planted lo-
cally and globally. 

• 100,000 letters of environ-
mental advocacy written 
and sent to elected offi-
cials and media.  
Join us for the all-family 

Mission 4/1 Earth Kickoff 
celebration on Wednesday, 
April 3. We’ll share a meal, 
hear some stories, watch a 
video about family farms 
and sing some great songs.  
And we’ll find out many dif-
ferent ways that we can be-
come involved in Mission 4/1 
Earth. 

Dakota for a special weekend 
living towards a new solidar-
ity. Events will take place on 
the Pine Ridge Reservation at 
Red Shirt Table May 24—
27, 2013. 

Young adults from across 
South Dakota will be coming 
to the site for an experience of 
prayer and solidarity in faith. 
This outdoor gathering is 
hosted by the Lakota Commu-
nity of Red Shirt. Prayer, Bi-
ble study, workshops, and 
small group sharing will be 
led by brothers of the Chris-
tian ecumenical community of 
Taizé, France. 

While the gathering at 
Red Shirt Table will focus 
primarily on the participation 
of young adults, no one will 
be turned away from the 
events.  And there are lots of 
opportunities for others to be-
come involved. 

A High School Youth pro-
gram is being planned for Fri-
day, May 24 and Saturday, 

May 25.  Youth will spend the 
night at Terra Sancta in Rapid 
City, and must register as a 
part of a group with chaper-
ones. For more information on 
youth involvement, contact 
Susan Huffman. 

Adults who are able to 
help with the program are in-
vited to a day of prayer and 
work on Saturday, April 13 at 
St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church beginning at 9 a.m. 
The day will provide opportu-
nities for fellowship and 
prayer with some of the broth-
ers of the Taizé community as 
well as practical work to pre-
pare for the event. The day 
will conclude with worship 
and prayers at Terra Sancta in 
the evening. 

All members of all Chris-
tian congregations in Rapid 
City are invited to support the 
event and the young adults 
attending with prayer.  Our 
congregation has the special 
blessing of a visit by Brother 

Emil of the Taizé community 
on Sunday, April 14. Brother 
Emil will bring greetings and 
share prayers with our congre-
gation as we gather for our 
regular worship service at 
9:30 a.m.  There will be an 
opportunity to visit with 
Brother Emil and learn more 
about Taizé , the Red Shirt 
Table Gathering and other 
aspects of this worldwide 
movement following our wor-
ship service. 

This visit by the brothers 
of Taizé  is part of a new vi-
sion for the community, living 
toward a new solidarity 
among human beings at all 
levels—in families, communi-
ties, towns and villages, be-
tween countries and conti-
nents. 

Additional information 
can be gained from the Taizé 
website at www.taize.fr., or 
by speaking with Ted Huff-
man.  

 

Brother Emil of 

the Taizé 

community will 

join us for worship 

on Sunday, April 

14. 

TAIZÉ COMES TO SOUTH DAKOTA continued from page 1 
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 Rev. Ted Huffman pre-
sented information on Capital 
Funds at the March church 
board meeting.  I found the 
information very helpful, so 
I’m sharing the highlights with 
you.  Ted started by identifying 
four types of funds in the 
church:  Operating Funds, Mis-
sion Funds, Special Funds, and 
Capital Funds.  He then de-
scribed the difference between 
Operating Funds and Capital 
Funds.   
 Operating Funds are our 
day-to-day expenses, where we 
live within our means, using 
the gifts God has given us.  
Maintenance, including de-
ferred maintenance, is the cost 

of doing our work so is part of 
the Operating Fund.  Mission 
and outreach are also included 
in the Operating Fund.  This 
made sense to me because I 
consider mission and outreach 
as important as heating the 
building or paying worship 
expenses. 
 Capital Funds are an in-
vestment in the future, a way of 
“paying forward”.  Capital 
Funds are also for things that 
last longer than one generation.  
This description has challenged 
me to reevaluate my ideas for 
the Capital Funds Drive.  I ad-
mit that when I’ve been think-
ing about what items to in-
clude, I’ve focused on what I 

want or think the 
church needs now.  
Instead, I need to think 
about what the next 
generation in our 
church wants and 
needs.   The challenge 
for all of us is to pre-
dict the needs of future 
generations. 
 We have had a 
wonderful facility for 
the last 50+ years because of 
the generosity of the church 
members in the 1950’s.  Now it 
is our turn to be generous so 
that the next generations in our 
church also have a wonderful 
facility that meets their needs.  

Moderator’s Comments by Becky Umenthum, Moderator 

 The “Bring a Friend to 
Church Sunday” in February 
was so successful that the task 
force in charge has recom-
mended that the Board schedule 
similar events twice a year, one 
in the fall and one in the spring. 
They suggested that the fall 
event be held this year on Sep-
tember 8, the Sunday School 
kick-off Sunday, with a potluck 
dinner after worship, and the 
spring event on April 6, 2014, 
the Sunday before Palm Sun-
day.  The Board has asked the 

Department of Hospitality to 
establish a standing committee 
to plan for these events, and 
suggested that, like the task 
force, it should include mem-
bers from the different Depart-
ments who would be involved. 
Current task force members 
may be willing to serve, but the 
Department will be responsible 
for recruiting new members as 
needed. The Department will 
also plan for expense money for 
the events in its budget.  
 The Board also designated 

May 5 as Placerville Camp Sun-
day.  A special offering for the 
camp will be taken during wor-
ship.  Information about sum-
mer camping opportunities will 
be shared, and camp brochures 
and registration forms will be 
available. There is a cost break 
for campers who register by 
June 1. Families are reminded 
that the church pays half of the 
registration fee for each camper. 
Funds for this come from a line 
item in the annual budget and 
designated gifts. 

From the Church Board by Mary Nelson Keithahn, clerk 

We have had a 
wonderful facility 
for the last 50+ 
years because of 
the generosity of 
our forbearers. 

Now it is our turn 
to insure it for the 

next! 

Women’s Fellowship Rummage Sale - Thank “U”- Laura Boyd & Sybil Rounds 

 The Women's Fellowship had a 
GREAT rummage sale with our total 
$5,394.50. We thank everyone for the 
long hours to make it a success: the 
women and men and youth who helped 
move tables and chairs in and out of the 
sale areas and brought boxes up from the 
basement; those who worked long hours 
each day preparing the goods for display 
and sale; the bakers who brought such 
delicious goodies for the bake sale; the 
donors of the many things offered for 

sale; those who posted advertising 
around town; those who provided special 
treats for the workers during the week 
 Local agencies that benefit from the 
sale’s unsold goods include Church Re-
sponse, the Black Hills Humane Society, 
AAUW, the Jail Ministry, Hot Springs 
VA, Cornerstone Men’s and Women’s 
Homes, and Passages, the program for 
women recently released from prison. 
The  money that was raised at this sale 
allows Women’s Fellowship to support 

many other local, national and interna-
tional projects as well. 
 The sale is successful because we offer 
the community a wide variety of clean, 
gently used items that are inexpensive 
and well displayed. We appreciate your 
help at continuing this project and look 
forward to working with you again in 
August. 

  

Becky’s friend, Sandy, vis-
its to partake in Holy Week 
events. She is also great 
help in the church office. 
Please move here Sandy!! 
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Library News - Eleanore Moe 

   Our newly renovated library 
needs large print books.  If 
you have or know of some, 
please bring them to the li-
brary or give to Eleanore 
Moe, Sharon Darrow or Ruth 
Ann Karlen.  Remember, 
book donations are tax de-
ductible.   

    The First Congregational 
Church has a plethora of tal-
ented writers. Books by Harry 
Putnam, Clara Lobdell, Ann 
Carswell, Ted Huffman Doro-
thy Ankrum, Barb Gunder-
son, Vivian Lee and Doris 
Marie Strom can be checked 
out from the library. If you 

are an author whose name is 
not listed, place donate a copy 
of your writings to our church 
library. We also have many 
members who have written 
recipes that can be found in 
the book “Food For Body and 
Soul.” Recopies were gath-
ered by members of Circle III 

Thank you, Jill 

Kundtz, for 

organizing our 

bookkeeping for 

Church Response!  

The Dept. of 

Stewardship & 

Budget looks 

forward to a 

bountiful Easter 

Season.  

The Department of Stewardship and Budget - Eileen Rossow 
   The Department of Stew-
ardship and Budget members 
reviewed the financials for Feb-
ruary and Year To Date 2013. It 
was noted that our February 
income numbers were not as 

strong as the January income 
numbers. The Department 
wants to give a gentle reminder 
to the congregation about the 
importance of non-pledged and 
pledged contributions to our 

church's fiscal health. Members 
of the Department of Steward-
ship and Budget are looking 
forward to bountiful Easter  
Season.  

 The Pastoral Relations and 
Personnel Committee held a 
Listening Circle on March 10.  
The focus of this session was 
the Christian Education and 
Youth Programs.  Participation 
was by invitation to parents and 
older youth.  The feedback that 

was obtained from the Listen-
ing Circle will be given to each 
pastor and the Christian Educa-
tion Department.  We are in the 
planning stages of another Lis-
tening Circle to take place in 
early May.The focus for that 
Listening Circle will be on the 

experience of new membership 
in our congregation.  Invitations 
to participate in the Listening 
Circle will be extended to, of 
course, individuals and families 
who have joined our congrega-
tion in the past 3 years.  

The Pastoral Relations and Personnel Committee - Susan Kelts 

 All Church Birthday party  
was well received.  Thank you 
to all who helped make this 
event possible. The cakes and 
fellowship were wonderful.  
We plan on hosting this event 
next year with some minor 
changes. 
 Congregational Connec-
tions Update-Kathleen has 
found approximately 10 volun-
teers to be trained in the next 
week.  The goal is to make 
weekly connections through 

visits or phone calls with those 
unable to make it to church. 
 Directory Update-Progress 
is being made on the directory; 
however it is taking longer than 
expected 
 Our department assisted 
with  “Bring A Friend Sunday” 
event by showing people 
around, and inviting them to 
fellowship time. People liked 
having  more greeters and in 
different locations. The sugges-
tion was made to make this a 

more frequent event and in-
volve the youth group. 
 St. Patrick's day Festivities 
event was held along with the 
97th birthday of Ed Boyd. 
 Future events to be placed 
on the calendar are:  May 12, 
Muffins for Mom; June 16, 
Donuts for Dad; Ice Cream 
Social in July; October 27, Vol-
unteer Fair, spotlighting differ-
ent volunteers using Facebook 
on a regular basis. 
 

The Department Hospitality/Parish Life - Heather Heinert 

Department of Ministries - Robin Franson 

  Thank you to Jill Kundtz 
for redoing our Reconciliation 
Balance Sheet for Church Re-
sponse. She lined up the de-
nomination boxes for our gro-
cery coupons so bookkeeping 

will be easier.   
      Thank you to our terrific 
volunteers that helped make 
and serve our March 29 mis-
sion meal at the Cornerstone 
Mission.           

 All of your hard work 
made our meal another suc-
cessful event! 
 Thank you, again 
 Dept. of Ministries     
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Have you noticed 

the changes going 

on?  

Read about some 

of the new ideas 

“The Capital 

Improvements 

Task Force” is 

considering. 

 The Capital Funds Task 
Force is looking at bids for a 
new sound system. Memorial 
money in the amount of $2000 
may be used. A sound system 
professional has looked at our 
system and determined  that we 
need new directional speakers, 

sound board and wireless head-
sets. Baptismal Font is cur-
rently on a cart with a tall tree 
attached to the cart. One option 
to make this more attractive is 
to have a cabinet on casters 
made for the marble basin with 
smaller plants surrounding the 

base of the cabinet, thus elimi-
nating the tree.Ted has been 
accepted as a volunteer chap-
lain with the Pennington 
County Sheriff’s department. 
He will be volunteering ap-
proximately ten hours each 
month. 

The Department of Worship - Cam Miller 

Capital Improvement Task Force - Rob Burton 
 Eileen Rossow met with 
Audio Visual Solutions on 
March 14th to obtain a second 
source quote for our audio – 
visual system.   A new micro-
phone from AVS is on loan for 
our testing purposes. 
 Rob Burton met with West 
Hills Village staff regarding 
their flooring solutions, and 
their flooring contractor, Ken’s 
Carpet of Black Hawk.  Also 
met with Carpet Mart of Rapid 
City regarding the floor in Fel-
lowship Hall.  Area of Fellow-
ship Hall estimated at 2700sq 
ft.  Carpet Mart provided a 
quote for carpet tiles (2ft x 2ft), 
adhesive, and installation at 
$14,000, This includes 40 extra 
tiles for replacement during 
flooring lifespan.  Also spoke 
with Ken’s Carpet, scheduled 
to meet once the rummage sale 
is over. 
 Quotes received from 

Randy Daughenbaugh for an 
outside storage building at 
$9670, which includes founda-
tion and materials, with con-
struction by our membership.  
Second quote submitted by 
Dave Ledford and Chuck 
Rounds for a similar amount, 
slightly higher for steel siding 
and insulated overhead door. 
  Requested and received a 
quote from Mark Mayclin at 
Temperature Technologies on 
what we should set aside for a 
new boiler.  He suggested 
$60,000 - $75,000 would be 
sufficient for our planning pur-
poses. 
 Rob met with representa-
tives of the Library to discuss 
their suggestions on relocating 
the library. They would like our 
membership to consider the 
conversion of the west coat-
room in the main entryway into 
a welcoming library area.  This 

would probably require the re-
moval of the wall that currently 
houses the TV on your left as 
you enter the church. 
  The energy efficient water 
heaters have been installed and 
are working, thanks to Randy 
Daughenbaugh and Action Me-
chanical. 
 Rob contacted UCC –
National in Cleveland regard-
ing their Capital Campaign Ser-
vices program. Spoke with 
Priscilla Bizer, Western US 
Coordinator, information 
should be receive this week to 
assist our efforts. 
 Committee members in-
clude Laura Boyd, Rob Burton, 
Randy Daughenbaugh, Randy 
Fisher, Evan Gallentine, Dave 
Ledford, and Eileen Rossow, 
with assistance from Dick 
Wade, and Harold Miller.   

  

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING  

 THANK YOU!  OUR GENEROUS CONGREGATION RAISED $2,522 for the 
2013 One Great Hour of Sharing.  

Department of Education– Sharon Darrow 

The Department was invited to 
attend the Listening Circle hosted 
by the Pastoral Relations Com-
mittee. We attended as non-
participants. Invitations were 
issued to 30 adults to attend the 
First Wednesday Family Night 
on “Friends of All Ages.” Al-

though we were disappointed 
with the response from those 
invitations, a total of 23 youth 
and adults enjoyed the food and 
fellowship. Vacation Bible 
School dates have been set for 
June 24-28. The theme has not 
yet been determined.  

The next “big event” will be the 
end of the year celebration with a 
otluck lunch and fun and games 
for the kids. The date for this 
event is after services on May 19.  
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Wednesday, April 3, 6:00 
pm:  Mission 4/1 Earth kicks 
off with dinner and earth-
friendly activities. Teens, par-
ents, children and adults of all 
ages are invited to this first 
Wednesday family night. 
Come and share your concern 
our 4/1 Earth! 
 
Wednesday, April 10, 6:30 
pm.  Take a Hike! Time to 
take it outdoors. Ryan Web-

ster and Kathleen Grigg, our 
young adult assistants, will 
take the lead on this one. 
Wear sturdy shoes and bring 
a jacket.  
 
Tuesday, April 16, 6:30 pm:  
Bowl for Kids’ Sake at  
Robbinsdale Lane. Each 
youth who raises $75 can 
bowl. Friends can bowl, too. 
The more bowlers we have, 
the better our chances at be-

ing the #1 fundraisers. The 
Tuesday bowling substitutes 
for regular youth group. No 
Wednesday night meeting 
this week.  
 
Wednesday, April 24,  
6:00 pm: Destination  
Unknown returns. Definitely 
a destination worth discover-
ing. Come and share in the 
food and fun.   
 

United Church Youth  

Young Adults  

The Young Adults group in-
vites the High School Seniors 
to join in the Young Adult 
activities this spring.  
Sunday, April 7: The Young 
Adults group will meet for 
Bible study and lunch after 
worship. Meet in the kitchen 
at 11 am. Depending on the 
weather, an outdoor event 
may be planned. Bring walk-
ing shoes and a light jacket.  

Sunday, April 14: The 
Young Adult group will meet 
with Brother Emil of the 
Taize Community in France to 
learn more about the Taize 
gathering at Red Shirt Table 
and the Taize community’s 
interest in the spirituality of 
young adults. 
Friday, April 26: A group 
will meet for dinner and then 

attend Jami Lynn’s Cluck and 
Croon CD release party at at 
the Lien Cultural Café at the 
Dahl. Come, support Jami, 
and enjoy good fellowship 
and great music. Time and 
gathering place TBA.  
Watch for emails, FaceBook 
posts and text message up-
dates for the latest plans.  
 

Bowl for Kids’ Sake  

For the 
twelfth 
year, 
United 
Church 

Youth is participating in 
Bowl for Kids’ Sake, raising 
funds for Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of the Black Hills. 
Jodi Oliver, Development 
Director at BB/BS says, “I 
think it’s wonderful that the 
First Congregational Church 
youth group is participating 
in Bowl for Kids’ Sake be-
cause it gives them the oppor-
tunity to give back to the 
community, while also hav-
ing a really good time!” The 
youth are excited, too.  For 

eight of the years that United 
Church Youth  has partici-
pated in Bowl for Kids’ Sake, 
we were the  #1 fundraising 
youth group in the commu-
nity. First Merrick Fisher and 
then, Trent Eddy also claimed 
prizes as the highest individ-
ual youth fundraiser. Now, a 
new generation of youth is 
taking up the challenge! Ca-
sey Roskam set the goal of 
having our youth group be 
“#1 at something” and we 
know it is a realistic goal to 
be the #1 youth fundrasiers 
for Bowl for Kids’ Sake. 
We’ve done it before; we can 
do it again! Our group will 
bowl on Tuesday, April 16 

at 6:30 pm at Robbinsdale 
Lanes when the theme is 
“Ugly Sweater Night.” Youth 
will be asking for your 
pledges to help Big Brothers 
Big Sisters match “bigs” and 
“littles”. (However, they have 
agreed NOT to ask to borrow 
your sweater.)  Bowl for 
Kids’ Sake is a lot of fun—
with food and chances at 
prizes thrown in! But that’s 
not the main reason we do it. 
Youth know that the money 
they raise goes to help kids in 
our community. A sign up 
table will be held at church 
on Sundays April 7 and April 
14.  

 Mission 4/1 Earth 

kicks off on April 3 

with dinner and 

earth-friendly 

activities for all 

ages. 
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Mission 4/1 Earth Kickoff 

 April’s First Wednesday 
Family Night is the kickoff 
for Mission 4/1Earth, the 
fifty days of focus on the en-
vironment. We will begin at 
6:00 pm on Wednesday, April 
3 by sharing dinner together. 
After dinner, there will be 
time for projects and planning 
for the upcoming events. If 
you have a concern for the 

environment and what we can 
do to be good stewards, come 
and help make plans for tree 
planting and environmental 
service projects. All ages are 
invited: youth, parents, chil-
dren, and adults of all ages. 

During this season, we 
want to renew our emphasis 
on recycling. The youth group 
collects old cell phones, inkjet 

printer cartridges, eye glasses, 
hearing aids and aluminum. 
The most recent payment for 
ink cartridges was $64.65. 
Thanks for your help! Three 
bags of aluminum cans were 
delivered to Habitat for Hu-
manity’s ReStore to support 
Habitat’s building projects in 
the Black Hills.  

 

Growing up as a child of 
faith has been one of the 
greatest gifts my parents have 
ever given me. The opportu-
nity to attend Placerville 
church camp has been one of 
the pieces of the puzzle that 
has made me who I am today.  
Church camps all over the 
country have been closing in 
recent years due to declining 
numbers of youth who attend 
and this CANNOT happen to 
Placerville. Placerville is a 
place that helps children and 
youth see the greatness of 
God in the here and now and 
helps grow them into adults of 

Faith. Placerville also offers 
camp opportunities for fami-
lies, women, and college age 
adults. 

Again this year, I will be 
the Dean of Grand Camp. 
This camp is designed for 
children ages three to ten 
(generally speaking) and their 
grandparents or another non-
parent adult. If a child is older 
than ten, attendance at another 
camp is necessary to attend 
Grand Camp. Some of the 
adults who attend are grand-
parents, others are aunts and 
uncles or “substitute grand-
parents.” If you know of a 

child in this age group who 
would appreciate a weekend 
away with you this is your 
opportunity!   

First Congregational 
Church pays half of the regis-
tration fee for our members, 
both youth and adults. This 
includes grandparents, 
(although it doesn’t include 
your grandchildren who are 
not involved in our church.) 
Brochures and registration 
forms are available at the 
church or online at placervil-
lecamp.net. For more infor-
mation, talk to Susan Huff-
man. 

Sunday School Supports Love INC 

This year, the children 
have been collecting their 
Sunday School offerings for 
Love INC. We have learned 
that “INC” stands for “In the 
Name of Christ.” Love INC 
helps people in our town who 
need a little extra help. Dur-
ing Vacation Bible School, 
we helped collect supplies for 
backpacks to be given to chil-
dren who had to leave their 

homes in an emergency. Love 
INC also helps with clothes 
for back-to-school and with 
food. So far this year, our 
Sunday School Children have 
raised $117.08. Now, Love 
INC has a special opportunity 
to receive a matching grant 
from the Alan S. Feinstein $1 
Million Challenge. We are 
going to try to help Love INC 
by collecting extra offering 

money during April. Please 
remember to bring your offer-
ings to help others. 

Also, we will be col-
lecting individually wrapped 
toothbrushes for the Hope 
Center. Adults can help with 
this collection, too. If you 
have an extra toothbrush to 
donate, put it in the 
toothbrush box in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  

Grand Camp at Placerville—Becky Fleming 

Growing up as a 

child of faith has 

been one of the 

greatest gifts my 

parents have ever 

given me. 

SAVE THE DATES: Vacation Bible School  
June 24-28, 2013 from 5:30-8:00 pm 
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 Power of One—by Lia Green 

 There is a new business 
card in my wallet these days. 
Like my other business cards, 
it sports my name, phone 
numbers and other contact 
information. But this one has 
a new title as well. It says, 
“Sheriff’s Chaplain, Penning-
ton County Sheriff’s Office.”  
No, I’m not moonlighting. I 
am well supported by a fair 
salary for the work I do as 
minister of this congregation. 
The position is a very part-
time volunteer opportunity 
that I have pursued with a pas-
sion. 

The passion comes from 
two sources.  I have had 
enough opportunities over the 
years, to be at the scene of 
human tragedy and suffering 
to know that there are many 
things that occur in our com-
munity that demand an out-

reach of faith beyond the 
walls of the institutional 
church. The other source of 
my passion is a deep respect 
and admiration for the men 
and women of law enforce-
ment and other first respond-
ers who serve our community 
with dedication, skill and pro-
fessionalism.  It isn’t easy 
having to work a variety of 
shifts to make sure that we are 
protected around the clock. It 
isn’t easy to have to give up 
holidays so others can enjoy 
their celebrations safely. It 
isn’t easy to have to be the 
first on the site of a car acci-
dent or a fire or a medical 
emergency.  Our first respond-
ers see things that none of us 
would choose to look at and 
they endure stress that few of 
us can imagine.  

To serve the people who 

provide those services to us is 
a distinct honor. I hope to be 
able to contribute to the proc-
ess of diffusing critical inci-
dents, strengthening families, 
and providing emotional and 
spiritual support to the em-
ployees of the largest Sheriff’s 
Department in the State of 
South Dakota.  

Even though this is a vol-
unteer position, it is possible 
only through the flexibility 
and support of outreach minis-
tries that this congregation 
provides. I am grateful for 
your continuing commitment 
to serve this community in 
“ways known or to be made 
known to us.”  

I doubt that a Sheriff’s 
Chaplain gets many opportu-
nities to wear a white hat, but 
it is good work nonetheless. 

 Thank you 

Anonymous, you 

could be any of us, 

you inspire all of 

us! 

A PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE 

Anonymous….Any of Us…All 
of Us?  

Anonymous: Recently, the 
First Congregational Trust was 
blessed with a $40,000 gift from 
an anonymous donor. The gift 
was given to further the work and 
life of our church’s trust. Perhaps 
this generous person applauded 
our “Power of One” college 
scholarships to benefit our gradu-
ating youth. The First Congrega-
tional Trust provided a great deal 
of financial support for our organ 
project. Perhaps they’ve centered 
themselves in the sanctuary on 
Sunday mornings and felt the 
beauty of the music our majestic 
organ (and organist) provide to 
enhance our weekly worship. 
Perhaps this generous person 
wanted to leave more than an 
empty space in the pew (quoted 
from Reverend Ted Huffman). 
The Trust board doesn’t know 

why Anonymous chose to sup-
port the First Congregational 
Church Trust, but we are ex-
tremely appreciative. Thank you, 
Anonymous…from all of us, and 
for all of the blessings that will 
be born of your generosity.  

Any of Us: Consider includ-
ing the First Congregational 
Church in your estate planning. It 
has been a rewarding experience 
to work with our board of trus-
tees on the investment, growth 
and expenditures of thoughtful 
endowments that have continued 
to provide benefits to our congre-
gation without touching the gift’s 
principal. Since its inception, the 
trust has endowed $167,000, gifts 
that have been given to the trust 
total $273,000, and $442,000 
dollars remain in trust to invest in 
projects benefitting our congre-
gation.   

All of Us: You can continue 

to assist your church in doing the 
work you currently support and 
benefit from. Join the “Power of 
One”. Simply designate 1% of 
your estate to the First Congrega-
tional Church of Rapid City’s 
trust. Your gift will give…and 
give…and give! If we all desig-
nate 1%, consider the work that 
our church can continue to do! 

Join your fellow congre-
gants…let’s put the “Power of 
One” to work for…ever?  

Thanks for considering the 
1st Congregational Church of 
Rapid City’s Trust!  

And thank you again, 
Anonymous….you could be 
Any of Us….you inspire All of 
Us! We sincerely appreciate your 
gift and the trust you place in the 
First Congregational Church of 
Rapid City’s Trust.  
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MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES 

Happy Birthday! 

Happy Birthday to the fol-
lowing members and friends 
with April birthdays: 

April 1: Andy Knight, Dan 
Hanson 

April 3: Paul Hill 
April 4: Laura Smith 
April 6: Jakob Nickel, Corrin 

Burke, Joshua Krauter 
April 7: Heather Heinert 
April 8:  Tish Wilkinson 
April 9: Peggy Nielsen 
April 12: Sarah Knight, Lynn 

Grauman 
April 14:  Pat Sutliff, Lisa 

Trana 
April 15: Marjorie Sagen, 

Roberta Gallentine, Salim 
Fisher 

April 18: Elizabeth Nash 
April 19: Jack Humke, Jeanne 

Berry 
April 20: Cyrus Cox 
April 21: Robin Franson, 

Dick Green. Brad Heinert 
April 22: Marvin McMacken, 

Tim Sandmeier 
April 24: Trish Anderson 
April 26: Bertie Roberts,   

Tracy Downs 
April 27: Arie LaCroix 
April 28: Aerika Snoozy 
April 29: Kent Osmera 
 
In Our Prayers 
Please hold in our prayers the 
following: Jim and Becky 
Fleming, following the death 
of Jim’s mother Margaret 
Fleming on February 27, 

Prayer Concerns 

At home: Ward Cheney, Car-
roll Nelson, Gladys Bitterman, 
Shary Crutcher, and Mae 
Louise Zeise. 

At Golden Living Center, 
Bella Vista:  
Stan Halla, Kay Wolff 

At Canistota, SD:   
Bill Dittmer 

At Echo Ridge: 
Ed Dull 

At Westhills Health Care:   
Ida Muree St. Pierre, Joan 
Ebert 

At Westhills South:  
Bryce Smith  

In Military Service: Kyle 
Kloeckl (Ed and Ginny Ensz’s 
grandson), John Nickel, 
Melanie Moore, Adam John-
son (Eunice Johnson's grand-
son), and all those serving our 
country. 
Others in our prayers:  
Dorothy Ankrum, Jim Cooper, 
Dick James, Ted McBride, 
Paul Anderson, Don Gustin, 
George Bentz, Suzanne Scher-
mernorea, daughter of Nola 
Reber;  Cheryl Wathen, Gwyn 
Wathen’s mother; Lois Hern-
don’s daughter, Carol; Kath-
ryn Kuhn; Tom Berry’s 
daughter, Melissa Klein; 
Steve Chapin; Sherre Chris-
tensen; Marge Raabe.  

If you know of others in need 
to prayer, please contact the 
church office.  

Celebrations! 
Ed Boyd celebrated his 97th 
birthday on Sunday, March 
17. Happy Birthday Ed! 

Dave and Marrelyce Sea-
man will  celebrate their 60th 
Wedding Anniversary, after 
worship, on Sunday, April 7. 
Congratulations! 
 
Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Arie La-
Croix for completion and 
graduation in the Rapid City 
Junior Leadership Program 

sponsored by the Rapid City 
Chamber of  Commerce. 

Baptism: Hayden Robert 
Reiser was born February 7 
and baptized at our church on 
March 10. He joins sister 
Adelynn and parents Rachel 
and Craig Reiser. Hayden is 
the grandson of Rob and Julie 
Burton and great grandson of 
Maralee and Arnett Dennis. 
 
Thank You Notes! 
Readiatrics: What a wonder-
ful surprise to find our 
Readiatric box filled to the 
brim with new and gently 
used books for tots to teens!  
Your thoughtful sharing will 
open up the world of learning 
to many. Thank you! 

The Altar Guild thanks all 
who generously shared their 
Easter Lilies on March 31. 
Please remember to pick them 
up after worship. 

Women’s Fellowship thanks 
all kitchen cleaners for their 
help. The kitchen looks great! 

Dear pastors and entire con-
gregation: Thanks for all the 
kind words, cards, prayers and 
visits throughout this difficult 
transitional time. Your gener-
ous spirit has been a great 
comfort to me and my family.  
Peace, Love & Namaste,  
Barbara Hier and family. 
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CHURCH EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

Church Chat 
On April 2 , Claudia Laws (On-
line Editor of the Rapid City 
Journal will share her experi-
ences as a journalist working in 
Louisiana during and following 
Hurricane Katrina.  On April 16, 
Bonnie Edwards will lead our 
discussion of Sections 3 and 4 of 
Zeitoun by Dave Eggers.  Plan to 
join us on these Tuesdays at 
noon in the Fireside Room for 
good discussions, coffee and 
cookies (bring your own sack 
lunch if you like).  For more in-
formation, contact Barb Knight, 
Georgia O’Connor, or Kathleen 
Batchelder. 
   
Men’s Bible Study 
The Men’s Bible Study is a small 
group of men who meet at the 
church at 9am on the first Satur-
day of the month to study the 
scriptures and talk about the ap-
plication of scriptures to our 
daily lives.  The next meeting of 
the group will be Saturday, 
April 6.  For more information, 
contact Mike Crutcher or Ted 
Huffman. 
  
Jail Ministry 
Our Jail Ministry team is expand-
ing.  Currently, we lead worship 
with the ladies in the Pennington 
County Jail on the third Sunday 
of each month.  Soon, we will 
offer yoga classes (thanks to 
Melanie Palm!) and regular Bible 
study classes.  If you are inter-
ested in participating in this min-
istry with the women in the 
county jail, please contact Kath-
leen Batchelder. 
 
Congregational  
Connections 
Our Congregational Connections 
Team is forming and will meet 
soon after Easter to assess our 
congregation’s visitation needs 
and resources.  We will work to 
match our members’ needs with 
our team’s time and energy.  We 
are eager to be a congregation 

that regularly stays in touch with 
each other.  If you desire to be 
visited, or if you are interested in 
becoming a Connections Team 
member, please contact Kathleen 
Batchelder.  
 
Westhills Book &  
Bible Study 
Our Westhills Bible and Book 
Study group will take an Easter 
break on April 1 , and we will 
resume our discussion of the Acts 
of the Apostles and of Chaos and 
Grace by Mark Galli on Mon-
day, April 15, at 1:30 p.m. in 
the Aspen room at Westhills.  
Everyone is welcome to join us 
for lively discussion as we pon-
der the active work of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives.  For more in-
formation, contact Kathleen 
Batchelder.  
 
4th Tuesday Ladies 
Lunch Group 
Calling All Ladies!! Plan to join 
us for lunch on Tuesday, April 
23, at 11:30am at Minerva’s 
restaurant. We have good conver-
sation, delicious lunch (Dutch 
treat), and lots off fun - but no 
programs, committees, or respon-
sibilities. For more information, 
contact Maureen Dymock or 
Kathleen Batchelder. 
 
Church Drama Group 
Church Ladies on Stage will hold 
a full rehearsal  for JESUS AND 
THE WOMEN on Wednesday, 
May 1 at 4:45 p.m. for the 
Spring Luncheon that is Satur-
day, May 11.  Be sure you have 
your black 3-ring binders and 
your scripts in whatever arrange-
ment is convenient for you.  Also 
whatever costuming you are us-
ing and props, if any.  If you 
have dialogue parts and have 
rehearsed them with your col-
leagues, that is all the better.  
This will be a meaningful time 
for cast and audience!  Any ques-
tions?  Doris Marie Strom 343-
8713 - Thank you all!!  

 

Ross Music Recital 
 Music lovers, hold the date! 
Sunday, May 5 at 1pm, the stu-
dents of Michael and Karen Ross 
will present a recital in the sanc-
tuary. 
 
Women’s Spring Luncheon 
Our luncheon will be Saturday, 
May 11th at 11:30.  Tickets will 
be $13.  Parkway Catering will 
serve Chicken Breast Alfredo, 
wild rice, salad, homemade roll, 
vegetable medley, and fresh 
berry cheesecake. Entertainment 
will be none other than our very 
own Church Ladies on Stage.  
Please mark your calendar and 
plan to join us on May 11th! 
Tickets go on sale April 7th in 
the Fellowship Hall. 
This will be a meaningful time 
for cast and audience!  Any ques-
tions?  Call Doris Marie Strom  
at 343-8713  Thank you all!!  

 
Good Morning Circle 
The Good Morning Circle will 
meet at 9:30am on Wednesday, 
April 17.  
 
Good Evening Circle 
“Projects with  a Purpose” 
 Would you like to?  Make a new 
friend? Enjoy time with old 
friends? Eat a great dessert? 
AND do something worthwhile? 
Starting April 17 th at 6:30pm, 
the Evening Circle will begin 
spending time on various com-
munity projects like fleece blan-
kets for children in the hospital, 
hand made items to sell for Plac-
erville’s remodel, and projects 
for Love Inc.  We need your 
ideas  and we need you to come 
and be part of the Circle’s Pro-
jects with a Purpose.  Please 
come to our next meeting or call 
Laura Smith @343-6915 for 
more information. 
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APRIL CALENDAR 

Mon Apr 1, 2013 
6:30pm Women's Bible 

Study 
Tue Apr 2, 2013 

12pm Church Chat 
1pm Craft Day 
1pm Spiritual Practices 

Wed Apr 3, 2013 
9:30am Kerygma 
1pm WF Board Meeting 
6pm Bell Choir Practice 
6pm Mission 4/1 Earth 

Family Night 
7pm Adult Choir Prac-

tice 
Fri Apr 5, 2013 

1pm Black Hills Water-
color Group 

3pm YVAC Setpup 
Sat Apr 6, 2013 

8am - 3pm Young Vocal 
Artists’ Competition 

9am Men's Bible Study 
5pm BHCMS Rehearsal 

Sun Apr 7, 2013 
8:30am Bells warm up 
9:30am Worship & 

Church School 
10:30am Fellowship & 

Refreshments: Sea-
man 60th Anniver-
sary 

11am Young Adults Bi-
ble Study & Lunch 

3pm Chamber Concert 
Mon Apr 8, 2013 

6:30pm Women's Bible 
Study 

Tue Apr 9, 2013 
10:30am Staff Meeting 
1pm Craft Day 
1pm Spiritual Practices 
5:15pm Department of 

Worship 
7pm Department of Hos-

pitality 
7pm Survivors of Sui-

cide 
Wed Apr 10, 2013 

Registration Deadline 
for SD Conference An-
nual Meeting 

9:30am Kerygma 
6pm Bell Choir Practice 
6:30pm United Church 

Youth 
7pm Adult Choir Prac-

tice 
Thu Apr 11, 2013 

10am Altar Guild Meet-
ing 

6pm Front Porch Coali-
tion 

Fri Apr 12, 2013 
1pm Black Hills Water-

color Group 
Sun Apr 14, 2013 

8:30am Choir Warm Up 
9:30am Worship & 

Church School 
10:30am Fellowship & 

Refreshments 
10:45am Adult Discus-

sion with Brother 
Emil 

11am Dept. of Ed 
Mon Apr 15, 2013 

1:30pm Westhills Bible 
Study 

2pm Westhills Book 
Study Group 

6:30pm Women's Bible 
Study 

Tue Apr 16, 2013 
9am Sanctuary Clean-

Up , Women's Fel-
lowship 

10:30am Staff Meeting 
12pm Church Chat 
1pm Craft Day 
1pm Spiritual Practices 
4:15pm 1st Congrega-

tional Trust Board 
6pm Dept. of Steward-

ship & Budget 
6:30pm United Church 

Youth; Bowl for 
Kids Sake 

 
 
Wed Apr 17, 2013 

9:30am Good Morning 
Circle 

6pm Bell Choir Practice 

6pm Good Evening Cir-
cle 

7pm Adult Choir Prac-
tice 

Thu Apr 18, 2013 
6pm Front Porch Coali-

tion 
7pm Church Board 

Fri Apr 19, 2013 
1pm Black Hills Water-

color Group 
Sat Apr 20, 2013 

Women’s Fellowship 
Bridge Marathon 

Sun Apr 21, 2013 
8:30am Choir Warm Up 
9:30am Worship & 

Church School 
10:30am Fellowship & 

Refreshments 
3:30pm Jail Ministry 

Tue Apr 23, 2013 
10:30am Staff Meeting 
11:30am Fourth Tues. 

Ladies Lunch Group 
1pm Craft Day 
1pm Spiritual Practices 

Wed Apr 24, 2013 
9:30am Kerygma 
4:30pm Communica-

tions Round Table 
6pm Bell Choir Practice 
6pm United Church 

Youth Destination 
Unknown 

7pm Adult Choir Prac-
tice 

Thu Apr 25, 2013 
1:30pm Memoir-Writing 

Group 
6pm Front Porch Coali-

tion 
Fri Apr 26, 2013 

1pm Black Hills Water-
color Group 

6pm Young Adults Din-
ner & CD Release 
Party 

Sun Apr 28, 2013 
8:30am Choir Warm Up 
8:30am Dept. of Minis-

tries 

9:30am Worship & 
Church School 

10:30am Fellowship & 
Refreshments 

3pm Chamber Music 
Concert 

Tue Apr 30, 2013 
10:30am Staff Meeting 
1pm Craft Day 
1pm Spiritual Practices 

Wed May 1, 2013 
9:30am Kerygma 
1pm WF Board Meeting 
4:45pm Church Drama 

Group 
6pm Bell Choir Practice 
6:30pm United Church 

Youth 
7pm Adult Choir Prac-

tice 
Thu May 2, 2013 

6pm Front Porch Coali-
tion 

Fri May 3, 2013 
1pm Black Hills Water-

color Group 
Sat May 4, 2013 

9am Men's Bible Study 
Sun May 5, 2013 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Placerville Sunday 

Learn more about 

Taizé with Brother 

Emil, Sunday, 

April 14 at 10:45 

a.m. 
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Men’s Bible Study 
Discovering God’s Game Plan for a Winning Life 

It’s never been harder to 
be a man . . . Or more 
confusing. That’s be-
cause no one is quite 
sure how to do it. It is 
easy to reject the stereo-
types of the “Man’s 
Man” or the “Sensitive 
Type.” It is harder to 
discover ways to be a 
genuine man of God in 
meaningful relationships 
with women and other 
men responding to 
God’s call. 

  Once a month a 
small group of men gather 
in the church parlor on a 
Saturday morning to read 
scripture, discuss its 
meaning and to share fel-
lowship with each other. 
Some times our conversa-
tions are 
light and 
filled with 
laughter. 
Sometimes 
we share 
concerns or 
burdens with 
each other. Each time we 
simply allow ourselves to 
be who we are and accept 
the others in our group for 
who they are. 

This group is begin-

ning a new study by Super 
bowl winning Head Coach 
of the Indianapolis Colts, 
Tony Dungy on Saturday, 
April 6 at 9:00 a.m.  New 
participants are always 
welcome to come and ex-
perience the fellowship, 

prayer and op-
portunities for 
study. There is 
no pressure, no 
homework, and 
lots of support 
as together we 
find our way 

through life in challenging 
times.  

We don’t have all of 
the answers, but we’ve 
found a place where we 
can share the questions. 

What is my game 
plan? What are my 
strengths? How do I 

define success? 
What is my legacy? 

PLACERVILLE 
SUNDAY WILL 

BE MAY 5 

Save the date for inspiring 
worship, fun camp songs, 
special remembrances, 
and an opportunity to sup-
port the outdoor ministries 
of the South Dakota Con-
ference of the United 
Church of Christ.  
 
Placerville is one of the 
treasures of our church. 
Let’s support and cele-
brate its ministries. 


