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Placerville Camp has been providing a place of retreat for more than 90 
years. It is more than a place of incredible natural beauty—it is also a 
community building Christian character.  

PLACERVILLE SUNDAY 

Article continues on page 2 

CHURCH SCHOOL CELEBRATION 
set for Sunday, May 19 
On Sunday, May 19, we will celebrate another year of successful learning and 
teaching with a series of events planned for our morning worship and the fellowship 
time to follow.  We will recognize and honor our graduates in a special ceremony 

Article continues on page 2 

Sunday, May 5 has been desig-
nated by the Church Board as Plac-
erville Sunday. We will celebrate 
our church camp, hear camp sto-
ries, sing camp songs and receive a 
special offering for the support of 
Placerville Camp. 

At the annual meeting of the 
congregation on January 27, mem-
bers of the congregation gave mov-
ing testimony about the importance 
of Placerville Camp in their per-
sonal lives and in the life of our 
congregation. We resolved to be 
more intentional in our support of 
this vital ministry that we share 

with the other congregations of the 
South Dakota Conference of the 
United Church of Christ.  

Our church has shared a part-
nership with Placerville Camp from 
its founding and we continue to 
witness the power of the camp 
community to transform lives and 
provide opportunities for children, 
youth and adults to grow in faith. 

And, as everyone who has at-
tended a camp at Placerville knows, 
church camp is FUN. Our Placer-
ville celebration is going to be fun 
as well as we remember the joys 
and the meaning of gathering to-
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From the Church Board by Mary Nelson Keithahn, Clerk 

during worship and make 
presentations to them on be-
half of the congregation and 
the 1st Congregational Trust.  

We will thank the teachers 
and students of our church 
school for their leadership and 
participation in our programs. 

Special play day activities 
for children are being planned 
for the church school time 

including parachute play, bub-
bles, sidewalk chalk and other 
fun activities.   

We will share a celebra-
tion picnic during the fellow-
ship hour following worship. 
The Department of Education 
will furnish hamburgers, hot 
dogs, buns, condiments and 
beverages as well as a special 
ice cream sundae bar. Partici-

pants are asked to bring sal-
ads, side dishes or dessert to 
share.  

Our church school is a 
program of the whole church 
and everyone is invited to par-
ticipate in this annual celebra-
tion of teaching and learning 
in the church.  

 

 Our church 

school is a 

program of the 

whole church and 

everyone is invited 

to celebrate! 

Church School Celebration continued from page 1 

gether in intentional commu-
nity for prayer, study, worship 
and support. 

There are a lot of new 
ministries at Placerville Camp 
this year.  Highlights include: 

• Lakota Wicoti, June 3—
6 is a new camping ex-
perience. Lakota culture 
will be shared through 
traditional bow-making, 
storytelling and dance, 
raising a tipi and painting 
a winter count. There will 
also be hikes to sacred 

places around the Black 
Hills. 

• Create Camp, July 7—
11 is a week dedicated to 
nature, food, interests and 
fellowship. Time will be 
spent on the special inter-
ests of the campers’ 
choosing. Campers can 
bring projects with them 
or come and enjoy a new 
project. 

• Sharing the Gold with 
Future Generations is a 
special campaign to in-

sure the continuing minis-
tries of Placerville Camp. 
Projects include improve-
ments to the camp road, a 
new 5,000 square foot 
lodge to extend camping 
experiences for those with 
limited mobility, and a 
director’s cabin and work-
shop. 
Join us this Sunday, May 

5, for Placerville Sunday and 
a celebration of our shared 
outdoor ministries! 

Placerville Sunday continued from page 1 

The church program year is 
not over yet!  At the April 
meeting of the Church Board, 
we were made aware of up-
coming events in May: 

• Placerville Camp Sunday 
will be observed on May 5, 
with reports from members of 
our congregation who have 
enjoyed camping experiences 
there and a special offering to 
help support this ministry. 
Registration forms will be 
available for those who want 
to take advantage of the price 
break available until June 1. 

• The Women’s Spring 

Luncheon is scheduled for 
Saturday, May 11th and there 
will be “Muffins for Mom” at 
coffee hour after worship on 
Sunday, May 12th. 

• May 19th is Pentecost Sun-
day, and a special offering 
will be taken to “Strengthen 
the Church.”  This is one of 
several offerings taken across 
the United Church of Christ 
during the year.   

• May 19th is also the End of 
School Year Pot Luck Picnic 
for church school families and 
everyone. Hot dogs, ham-
burgers, and buns will be pro-

vided, and families are asked 
to bring a side dish to go with 
them. 

• Mission 4/1 Earth continues, 
so keep track of your 
“earthcare hours” to turn in.  
When the Board met, 449 
earth care hours had already 
been tallied.  One of our 
members has donated 55 trees 
to be planted in the Jasper 
Fire Project.  Work with the 
Woodchucks, recycling ef-
forts, yard care, and reading 
books on earthcare issues all 
can be counted.  
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 A Capital Funds Project De-
scription Task Force was 
formed during the April 
Church Board meeting in or-
der to complete the following 
tasks. 

• Choose the projects to be 
included in a Capital 
Funds Drive 

• Choose the order of com-
pletion for the projects 

• Recommend a timeline 
for raising the funds and 
completing the projects 

Our first meeting on April 
25th lasted almost 3 hours.  As 
we looked at all the informa-
tion compiled by the Capital 
Improvements Committee we 
found ourselves pulled in two 
opposing directions.  Some of 
the projects need to be done 
as soon as possible, because 
of safety issues or increased 
expense if postponed or just 
that they’re needed now for 
us to continue our work as a 
church. 

Other projects need care-
ful thought and discussion– 
both by the task force and the 
congregation – before a deci-
sion is made.  These projects 
bring about many questions. 

• What kind of roof is best? 

• When we replace the 
boiler, do we add air con-
ditioning? 

• Do we need an elevator? 

• What might be done to 
make the church entrance 
more welcoming? 
♦ Move the church of-

fice so that visitors 
are greeted immedi-
ately? 

♦  Provide a gathering 
area for people to 
have coffee and con-
versation? 

♦  Create a welcome 
center? 

• What might we do to 
make the back yard more 
accessible and usable? 

•  What new needs might 
future congregations 
have? 

• As we discussed all these 
projects, one key question 
emerged.  How can we 
preserve the architecture 
of the original building, 
while modifying it to 
meet the needs of the 
congregation for the next 
50 years? 

 The Capital Funds 
Project Description Task 
Force decided that we need 

two phases for the Capital 
Funds Drive.  Phase One 
would include those projects 
that are needed now in order 
for us to continue our wor-
ship, education, fellowship, 
and mission.  Our hope is to 
present the list of projects to 
the church board with a rec-
ommendation for a congrega-
tional vote in early June.  
While Phase One projects are 
being completed, the task 
force will have time to dis-
cuss the questions listed 
above as we plan for Phase 
Two.  We want to involve the 
entire congregation in this 
visioning process. 

Members of the Capi-
tal Funds Project Description 
Task Force are Becky Umen-
thum, Gerry Boehrs, Randy 
Fisher, Ron Switzer, Randy 
Daughenbaugh, Tom Berry, 
Robin Eddy, Denise Webster, 
Rob Burton, and Ted Huff-
man.  We welcome every-
one’s input as we continue to 
meet and discuss how best to 
provide a building that serves 
future generations as well as 
the present building has 
served us. 

 

 

Moderator’s Comments by Becky Umenthum, Moderator 

Rev. Dr. J. Bennett Guess, 
Executive Minister for Local 
Church Ministries, will be the 
keynote speaker for the An-
nual Meeting of the South Da-
kota Conference of the United 
Church of Christ. The meeting 
will be held in Custer this 
year.  

Highlights of the meeting 
include a golf tournament, a 

picnic at the Custer Commu-
nity UCC, Dinner at Crazy 
Horse Laughing Waters Res-
taurant, Conference choir and 
handbell ensemble, special 
youth program and activities, 
worship with special musi-
cians, and much more! 

The search committee will 
present a candidate for elec-
tion as our Conference minis-

ter. 

A complete schedule of 
events is available at 
www.sodakucc.org. 

Contact the church office 
for more information about 
this exciting meeting. 

Delegates needed, please 
talk to one of the pastors if  
interested. 

“We welcome 
everyone’s input as 

we continue to 
meet and discuss 

how best to provide 
a building that 
serves future 

generations as  
well as the present 

building has 
served us.” 

2013 South Dakota Conference Annual Meeting June 7—9 

143rd Annual 
Meeting of the 
South Dakota 

Conference UCC 
Custer, SD 

June 7-9, 2013 
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“Muffins for 

Moms”  

May 12  

The Department of Building & Grounds by Ron Hill    

 The Department of Building 
and Grounds is getting ready 
for their Annual Spring Yard 

Clean-up. They will meet 
Sunday, May 5, after wor-
ship. If you are interested in 

volunteering, please contact 
Ron Hill at 343-5610.   

    At our next scheduled 
meeting, on Tuesday, May 7 
at 7 p.m., we will finalize our 
plans for “Muffins for Moms” 
on Sunday, May 12. 

    Our department will help 
The Department of Education  
on May 19 for the End of 
School Year Pot Luck. 

   We are also considering 
options for the traditional 4th 
of July Ice Cream Social. 
  
 

The Department Hospitality/Parish Life by Heather Heinert 

Library News by Sharon Darrow, Ruth Ann Karlen and Eleanore Moe 

The Library is offering a 
reading program to spark an 
interest in children to use the 
library in room 22.  Participat-
ing children in our congrega-
tion will be rewarded for read-
ing books.  

Children’s books are lo-
cated on a book truck and 
books for older youth are on a 
shelf in the Library, room 22.  
After reading a designated 
number of books, the children 
will receive a treat from Cul-

vers and a certificate will be 
presented during the chil-
dren’s moment on Sunday. 

For more details, stop by 
room 22 or contact the       
“Library Ladies” listed above. 

Department of Ministries by Robin Franson 

The Department of Minis-
tries served 104 participants at 
the Cornerstone Mission on 
Friday, March 29th.  We ap-

preciated the many volunteers 
that helped shop, prepared and 
served the food. and every 
"customer" that supports 

Church Response. 
Our next meeting is       

Sunday, May 26 at 8:30am. 
  

Mission 4/1 Earth Update 

The United Church of 
Christ is one church with three 
goals: 

1. 1 Million Hours of 
engaged earth care. 

2. 100,000 trees planted 
locally and globally. 

3. 100,000 letters on en-
vironmental concerns. 

Our congregation has al-
ready participated in the proc-
ess.  So far we have reported: 

1. 813 hours of earth 
care. 

2. 55 trees planted in the 
Jasper fire area. 

3. 15 letters written. 

Helping our church reach 
its goals is as easy as 1-2-3! 

1. Participate in engaged 
earth care, plant a tree, 
and/or write a letter/
email of environ-
mental advocacy. 

2. Report your hours, 
letters/emails, and 
trees planted. You can 
place a note in the 
offering plate or send 
an e-mail to the 
church office. 

3. Repeat steps 1 and 2! 
We have until May 19 
to do more, plant 
more, and wirte more. 

We have Mission 4/1 
Earth timecards available to be 
picked up in the church office.  

The Woodchuck Society 
is engaging in dedicated earth 

care each Tuesday and Satur-
day morning in the wood lot 
behind the church. 

We have plans to plant 
trees on the church yard, but 
the timing of our planting has 
to be planned for optimal 
health of the trees and may not 
be completed during the 50 
Great Days of Mission 4/1 
Earth. 

For more information 
about Mission 4/1 Earth and to 
see the report tallies as they 
climb, check out the United 
Church of Christ Mission 4/1 
Earth web site at 
www.ucc.org/earth. 



 

 

 

Music Scholarship 

Applications 

for 2013-2014  

must be received 

by  

May 31, 2013. 

  

    Just over one year ago, 
First Congregational Church 
entered into a partnership 
with Love, INC (Love in the 
name of Christ) of Rapid 
City. Love, INC unites area 
churches to serve the hurting 
and poor of our community 
by mobilizing the tremendous 
resources within the Body of 
Christ.  
    One of the first Love, INC 
programs we supported was 
Clothe-A-Kid. Each family in 

need that participated in 
Clothe-A-Kid contributed ten 
dollars per child. Love, INC 
then helped these families 
stretch their back-to-school 
dollars by purchasing ap-
proximately seventy dollars 
worth of school clothing for 
each child. Thanks to the gen-
erous donations given by our 
church members, 19 children 
received new clothes. We also 
had ten volunteers who 
shopped for clothing. 

     If you wish to support 
Clothe-A-Kid this year, you 
may do so either by making a 
monetary contribution, shop-
ping with a child, or both! 
More information will be 
coming soon in the Sunday 
bulletins with sign-up in the 
Fellowship Hall. If you have 
questions, or would like to 
sign up by phone, please call 
Laura Switzer at 399-9925. 
  

Choir Notes by Karen Nelson, Choir Director 

 Love INC by  Laura Switzer 

White and Willard Music Scholarships by Lynnell Parrott 

    The Adult Choir has had a 
great year.  A huge “thank 
you” goes out to all who 
helped with this music minis-
try, including all the steadfast 
choir members and the won-
derful guest musicians.   
Your hard work is greatly ap-

preciated.   
    The last Sunday for the 
Adult Choir will be May 19.  
The Summer Special Music 
Calendar, which is now being 
compiled, will begin on May 
26, 2013   
    If you or a family member 

would like to provide special 
music this summer, please 
contact Karen Nelson at:                    
karen.choir@yahoo.com or 
call 484-3137 and leave a 
message.  Dates will be filled 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis.     

Good Morning Circle - 41st Bridge Marathon by Betty Bossen 

    The Good Morning Circle 
Bridge Marathon 41st Lunch-
eon was held at the Elks Club 
on April 20, 2013. Twenty 
members were present plus 
four guests, Bert Ross, Janene 
Andrews, Elaine Seiden-
sticker, and Marilyn Lindly.  
Carol Donnenwirth and Joan 
Arneson made all of the ar-
rangements and decorations 

for the luncheon.  This year 
we made a profit of $ 278.84.   
    Ida Muree St. Pierre and 
Betty Bossen have played in 
this marathon for 40 years. 
Carol Donnenwirth and Jane 
Borin played as partners for 
22 years.  Eunice Johnson and 
Gloria Swenson have been 
partners for 20 years.   
    The winners of this year’s 

marathon are: 
1st Place----Mary Yelick & 
Joan Koch 
2nd Place---Betty Bossen & 
Janice Bielmaier 
3rd Place---Carol Donnenwirth 
& Shirley Brockman 
     
  

  

 

Winners for the bridge 
luncheon: Evelyn Brad-
shaw, Shirley Brockman 
and Joan Arneson. 

    Application forms are 
available for two music schol-
arships for 2013-2014 
($1500 and $1000) for Rapid 
City area students or musi-
cians connected to a musical 
organization in the city. 
    Post-high school students 
interested in pursuing music  

studies and adults participat-
ing in music-related fields 
may be eligible for the one-
year scholarships.  Applicants 
may be considered even if 
their primary field of study is 
not music, but provides train-
ing he/she expects to use by 
participating in community  

music groups. 
    Forms are available from 
the church and must be re-
ceived in the church office by 
May 31, 2013.  Applicants 
will be notified of results by 
June 15, 2013.  For more in-
formation, call Lynnell Parrott 
at 719-9728. 
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United Church Youth wraps 
up the school year with our 
May meetings.  
 
Wednesday, May 1, 6:30 
May Day Mission: Come 
and share in the May Day 
mission project. Enjoy fel-
lowship and snacks, too.  
 
Wednesday, May 8: 6:30  
Mini-golf at Pirates Cove. 
Meet at the church at 6:30. 

Then off to the Cove we go!  
 
Wednesday, May 15, 6:30 
Celebrate YOUth! 
Gather at the church for our 
final United Church Youth 
celebration. Don’t miss this 
concluding event! 
 
THANKS  to all those who 
have shared in United Church 
Youth events this year, espe-
cially our youth group assis-

tants, Ryan Webster and 
Kathleen Grigg. Thanks also 
to the parents and grandpar-
ents who have helped with 
rides and driven to our un-
known destinations. We hope 
to schedule a youth day at 
Placerville this summer and 
perhaps a boating day at the 
lake. Watch the email up-
dates, FB posts and bulletins 
for information on summer 
gatherings.  

United Church Youth  

Congratulations Graduates! 

 Congratulations to this 
spring’s graduates! Graduat-
ing from Rapid City Central 
High School are Malaika 
Burke, daughter of Shawn 
and Jodi Burke, Luke Deur-
mier, son of Don and Lori 
Deurmier, and Landon 
Gallentine, son of Evan and 
Roberta Gallentine. Graduat-
ing from Rapid City Stevens 

High School are Arie La-
Croix , son of Jack and Julie 
LaCroix, Ryan Long, son of 
Kevin and Sheila Long, 
Amanda Nielsen, daughter of 
Scott and Peggy Nielsen, and 
Layne Putnam, daughter of 
Kenny and Linnea Putnam. 
Other graduates include Ryan 
Webster, graduating from 
SDSM&T with a degree in 

Chemical Engineering and 
Brooke Grassby, graduating 
from USD with a degree in 
Theater Arts. Kathleen Grigg 
is graduating from SDSM&T 
with a Master’s in Geology.  
If you know of others who are 
graduating this spring, please 
inform the church office, so 
we can share the good news 
with our church family.  

Summer Fun: Sunday School Picnic and Play Day 

 Sunday, May 19 will be a 
special Sunday as we cele-
brate the conclusion of this 
year’s Sunday School pro-
gram. The Sunday School 
teachers will be recognized 
for their contributions to the 
faith formation of the chil-
dren and youth. Teachers this 
year are Lindsy Wathen and 
Allison Hanson (p-k), Sharon 
Darrow (younger elemen-
tary), Susan Huffman (older 
elementary), Lynn Grauman, 
Pandi Bollock and Laura 
Switzer (middle school) and 
Leslie Brooks, music. Substi-
tutes are Cam Miller and Sue 
Maynard. The Sunday School 
learners will also be recog-

nized for their participation in 
this year’s program. The 
younger Sunday School chil-
dren will sing songs. Follow-
ing the Children’s Moments, 
the children will go to the 
Fireside Room to share fun 
activities for the day, includ-
ing parachute play, bubble-
blowing, super-sized side-
walk chalk, and more! After 
worship, there will be a Sun-
day School picnic for the 
whole church. The Depart-
ment of Education will pro-
vide hamburgers, hot dogs, 
buns, condiments and bever-
ages. Members of the congre-
gation are asked to bring a 
salad, dessert or side dish to 

share. The day’s theme of 
Summer Fun will be carried 
out with the inclusion of a 
Sundae bar where Summer 
Sundaes can be created, com-
plete with special toppings! 
Plan to stay after worship on 
May 19 to share in the fes-
tivities and share the success 
of the Sunday School year of 
learning and growing. This 
year’s high school graduates 
will also be recognized dur-
ing the worship services, as 
we celebrate their successes 
and wish them Godspeed on 
the next stage of their jour-
ney.  Come and enjoy our day 
of “summer fun!” 

THANKS  to our 

youth group 

assistants, Ryan 

Webster and 

Kathleen Grigg 

for their help with 

UCY this year!   
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Towards a New Solidarity 

Young Adults, ages 18-35 
are warmly invited to a 
“pilgrimage of trust on earth,” 
bringing together young peo-
ple from across North Amer-
ica toward a new solidarity in 
faith. The brothers from the 
Taizé community in France 
are partnering with the Lakota 
people of Red Shirt, South 
Dakota, a small town at the 

edge of the South Dakota 
Badlands, to create a unique 
opportunity for prayer, study, 
and small group sharing.  

This gathering, titled To-
wards a New Solidarity, will 
be held over Memorial Day 
weekend. Participants will be 
housed in tents, so plan to 
bring your own tent and pre-
pare for various weather con-

ditions. The cost of the event 
is $50/person for the week-
end. Interested Young Adults 
are encouraged to sign up for 
the weekend, but attending 
part of the experience is also 
an option, if you cannot com-
mit to the whole weekend. For 
more information, talk to Ted 
or Susan or look in the USA 
section at  www.taize.fr    

 

 It’s time to register for 
summer camp at Placerville! 

Camps offered this sum-
mer include: 
Women’s Camp: June 10-14 
Shining Stars (grades 2-3): 
June 10-14 
Seekers (gr 4-5): June 16-21 
Grand Camp: June 21-23 
Faith Explorers (gr 6-8):  
June 23-28 
Crossroads (gr. 9-12) 
July 14-20 
Family Camp: July 21-27 
New Journey (college age) 
July 28-August 1 
In addition, two new camps 
have just been announced for 

the summer of 2013. These 
camps are Lakota Wicoti , 
June 3-6 and Create Camp,  
July 7-11   
 
Create Camp will start  
with supper on Sunday and 
end with breakfast on Thurs-
day. Workshops will include 
greeting card making, draw-
ing, quilting, creative writing, 
photography, scrapbooking, 
and woodworking.   
Lakota Wicoti is a new camp 
focusing on the Lakota cul-
ture.  Louie Blue Coat will be 
the Dean of this camp. Come 
ready to learn and experience 

the beauty of this culture and 
language.   
Our own Becky Fleming is 
once again the Dean of Grand 
Camp.  Talk to her about in-
troducing your grandchild to 
Placerville. 
Brochures and registration 
forms are available at the 
church or online at placervil-
lecamp.net. First Congrega-
tional Church pays for half of 
the registration fee for church 
members, both adults and 
youth. Placerville is a great 
place to explore your faith 
with other Christians. Register 
now for camp at Placerville!  

Walking with Jesus 

Vacation Bible School is 
coming, so mark the dates! 
This year’s VBS is June 24-
28 from 5:30-8:00 pm at 
First Congregational Church. 
We’ll explore the theme 
“Walking with Jesus,” learn-
ing stories about the life of 
Jesus, sharing in crafts, mis-
sion and prayer. Each day, we 
will begin with dinner at 5:30 
pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
Parents, grandparents and 
siblings are invited to share 
the meal. Following dinner, 
we’ll move to the sanctuary to 

focus on the day’s theme, 
hear the story and sing songs 
together. Then, we’re off to 
the centers to explore the 
story and have fun. At the end 
of the evening, we’ll all 
gather in the Fellowship Hall 
for a snack and sharing time. 
Parents can meet their chil-
dren in the Fellowship Hall 
and learn about the activities 
of the evening.  
 
Classes are offered for chil-
dren from age 3 through the 
5th grade (completed). Mid-

dle school and high school 
youth who would like to ap-
ply to be VBS helpers are 
invited to talk to Susan Huff-
man for more information.  
 
Vacation Bible School is a 
great time to learn about Jesus 
and have fun together. More 
kids means more fun, so in-
vite your friends, your grand-
children and your neighbors 
to join us for Vacation Bible 
School. Together we’ll  ex-
plore what it means to 
WALK WITH JESUS!  

Placerville 

Deadline for early 

camp registration 

savings is May 31! 

First 

Congregational 

Church  

pays for half of  

all church 

members 

registration fees. 
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  “So, pastor, what is with 
that big new candle that is too 
tall for the candle lighters to 
reach?  We’ve never had a 
candle like that before.”  It is 
a valid question that has been 
raised several times since the 
Paschal candle entered our 
sanctuary during the Great 
Vigil of Easter this year. 

The Paschal candle is a 
large, white candle that has 
been used in the liturgies of 
the Western church for centu-
ries. Some of those traditions 
come and go from various 
congregations. Our congrega-
tion has not used a Paschal 
candle in recent years.  This 
year, the Department of Wor-
ship instituted a special focus 
on Holy Week and Easter and 
the Paschal candle came into 
our sanctuary as a part of that 
process.  

The flame of the Paschal 
candle symbolizes the risen 
Christ as light of the world 
and his presence in the midst 
of the people. Another name 
for the Paschal candle is “the 
Easter candle.” The name 
“Paschal” comes from the He-
brew word Pesach, which 
means Passover. The tall can-
dle recalls the pillar of cloud 
by day and the pillar of fire by 
night that lead God’s people 
from slavery in Egypt into 
freedom. 

If you take a close look at 
our Paschal candle, you will 
notice several distinctive fea-

tures: 

• There is a cross on the 
candle that reminds us of 
Christ and his sacrifice. 
Our candle has a simple, 
empty cross reminding us 
that Jesus has been raised 
from the dead. 

• The Greek letters alpha 
and omega signify that 
God is the beginning and 
the end.  It is also a refer-
ence to a quote from the 
Book of Revelation that 
we read during the Easter 
season.  

• There are many fish sym-
bols on the candle sym-
bolizing the people of 
God and the recognition 
that the place of the resur-
rected Christ is in the 
midst of the people.  The 
Church is the Body of 
Christ in this world. 

• The current year is also 
displayed on the candle 
showing that Christ is in 
the midst of this congre-
gation in the present time. 

The new candle was first 
lighted and carried into our 
sanctuary during the Great 
Vigil of Easter. On Maundy 
Thursday, we extinguished all 
candles and lamps and 
stripped the communion table  
bare. For three days, it rested 
in darkness. The Paschal can-
dle was the first candle to be 
lit with a flame from the “new 
fire” lighted at the beginning 

of the Easter Vigil.  

This new candle is lit at 
every worship service during 
the season of Easter.  On 
Thursday, May 9, Ascension 
Day, the candle will be moved 
to a place near the Baptismal 
font where it will remain until 
next Lent.  The candle will be 
lighted for all worship ser-
vices, including special ser-
vices such as weddings and 
funerals, held in our sanctuary 
until next Maundy Thursday. 
Its presence in the sanctuary 
reminds us of the presence of 
the resurrected Christ in our 
midst.  

Our Paschal candle this 
year is a wax candle and you 
will be able to watch as it 
burns down and becomes 
shorter throughout the year 
and anticipate the coming of a 
new candle next Easter. 

The candle is blessed with 
a special prayer: 

“Accept this Easter can-
dle, a flame divided but un-
dimmed, a pillar of fire that 
glows to the honor of God. 
Let it mingle with the lights of 
heaven and continue bravely 
burning to dispel the darkness 
of this night! May the Morn-
ing Star which never sets find 
this flame still burning: Christ, 
that Morning Star, who came 
back from the dead, and shed 
his peaceful light on all hu-
manity, your Son, who lives 
and reigns for ever and ever. 
Amen.” 

 The flame of the 

Paschal candle 

symbolizes the 

risen Christ as 

light of the world 

and his presence in 

the midst of the 

people. 

A PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE 

All men are invited to join us for Bible Study 
and a discussion of “Quiet Strength” 

by Superbowl winning coach Tony Dungy. 

We meet Saturday, May 4 at 9 a.m. 
in the church parlor. 
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MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES 

Happy Birthday! 

Happy Birthday to the fol-
lowing members and friends 
with May birthdays: 

May 2: Linda Parrott, Ingrid 
Anderson 

May 3: Evan Gallentine 
May 5: Jack Carpenter 
May 6: Mae Louise Zeise, 

Kaylee Kruse, Trent Eddy 
May 7: Oscar Stradinger 
May 8: Les Snyder 
May 9: Kenny Umenthum 
May 10: Gerald Koch,     

Georgia O’Connor 
May 11: Sharon Darrow 
May 12: Linnea Putnam 
May 13: Lois Herndon, Mimi 

Comley 
May 18: Loretta Davis 
May 21: Lia Green 
May 23: John Arneson, Terry 

Whiting, Steve Roskam 
May 24: Gordon Magnusson 
May 25: Jane Anderson, 

Macey Wathen 
May 26: Al Dymock 
May 27: Jacob Schnabel 
May 28: Melanie              

Garstenshlager, Adam 
Grigg 

May 30: Siri Palm 
 
In Our Prayers 
Please keep in our prayers the 
following: Jim Cooper, who 
continues to recover; Rowan 
Evans, as he recovers from an 
appendectomy.  

Trent Eddy left May 1 for Ba-
sic Training at Ft. Jackson, 
SC. Our prayers and best 
wishes go with Trent as he 
begins his training to become 
a part of the SD National 
Guard. 

Prayer Concerns 

At home: Ward Cheney, Car-
roll Nelson, Gladys Bitterman, 

Shary Crutcher, and Mae 
Louise Zeise. 

At BH Golding Living: 
John Arneson 
 
At Golden Living Center, 
Bella Vista:  
Stan Halla, Kay Wolff 

At Canistota, SD:   
Bill Dittmer 

At Echo Ridge: 
Ed Dull 

At Westhills Health Care:   
Ida Muree St. Pierre, Joan 
Ebert 

At Westhills South:  
Bryce Smith  

In Military Service: Trent 
Eddy, Kyle Kloeckl (Ed and 
Ginny Ensz’s grandson), John 
Nickel, Melanie Moore, Adam 
Johnson (Eunice Johnson's 
grandson), and all those serv-
ing our country. 
Others in our prayers:  
Dorothy Ankrum, Dick James, 
Ted McBride, Paul Anderson, 
George Bentz, Suzanne Scher-
mernorea, daughter of Nola 
Reber;  Cheryl Wathen, Gwyn 
Wathen’s mother; Lois Hern-
don’s daughter, Carol; Kath-
ryn Kuhn; Tom Berry’s 
daughter, Melissa Klein; 
Steve Chapin; Sherre Chris-
tensen; Marge Raabe.  

If you know of others in need 
to prayer, please contact the 
church office.  
 
Celebrations! 
Mae Louise Zeise will cele-
brate her 85th birthday on 
May 6. Cards can be sent to 
10011 SE 175th St., Summer-
field, FL 34491-6970. She is 
doing well and would love to 

hear from her Rapid City 
friends. 
Jayce Ryan Angel, son of 
Jenna Anderson and David 
Angel and great-grandson of 
John and Joan Arneson re-
newed his baptism at our 
church on April 7, 2013.  
Blessings to all.  
 
Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Ryan 
Long for his role in the Ste-
vens High School production 
of Oklahoma. 
 
Malaika Burke signed a Na-
tional Letter of Intent to play 
soccer at Morningside College 
in Sioux City, Iowa, next fall.  
Congratulations Malaika! 
 
Jami Lynn Buttke and Dylan 
James released a new CD ti-
tled “Cluck and Croon.” Their 
CD release party, attended by 
several members of our 
church, was a great success. 
Watch for upcoming dates to 
hear Jami sing in church!  
 
Thank You Notes! 
With thankful hearts, you can 
remove Don from the prayer 
list. After a year of surgery 
and treatments, he received an 
outstanding report from  
Mayo Clinic. Prayers, concern 
and support was over-
whelming! Thank you!         
Jan and Don Gustin 

Our Sanctuary and Parlor 
shine because of those who 
helped cleaned. What a great 
group! Thank you! Women’s 
Fellowship 

 

Thank You Notes cont. on 
page 10. 
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CHURCH EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

Men’s Bible Study 

The Men’s Bible Study is a 
small group of men who 
meet at the church at 9am 
on the first Saturday of the 
month to study the scrip-
tures and talk about the ap-
plication of scriptures to 
our daily lives.  The next 
meeting of the group will 
be Saturday, May 4 For 
more information, contact 
Mike Crutcher or Ted Huff-
man. 
 
Ross Music Recital 

Music lovers, hold the date! 
Sunday, May 5 at 1pm, 
the students of Michael and 
Karen Ross will present a 
recital in the sanctuary. 
 
Black Hills Assoc. 

The Black Hills Associa-
tion will meet on Sunday, 
May 5, at 3pm for registra-
tion and 3:30 for the meet-
ing at Placerville.  
 
Westhills Book &  
Bible Study 

Study and discussion are 
lively in our Westhills Bi-
ble and Book Study group. 
We are currently focusing 
on the Acts of the Apostles 
and Chaos and Grace by 
Mark Gallin. Westhills resi-
dents and anyone who is 
interested - plan to come to 
the Aspen Room at WHV 
at 1:30-3 p.m. on Mon-
days, May 6 and 20. For 
more information, contact 
Kathleen Batchelder at 342-
5787. 
 
 

Church Chat 

Bonnie Edwards will lead 
our final discussion on Zei-
toun by Dave Eggers.  We 
will also begin to plan for 
Church Chat 2013-2014, so 
bring your suggestions of 
books, topics, and speakers.  
Plan to join us at noon on 
Tuesday, May 7, in the 
Fireside Room as we wrap 
up this year’s Church Chat. 
For more information, con-
tact Barb Knight, Georgia 
O’Connor, or Kathleen 
Batchelder. 
 
Women’s Spring Luncheon 

Our luncheon will be Satur-
day, May 11th at 11:30. 
Reservations are required 
because the meal is being 
catered, please contact 
Becky Fisher for more in-
formation at 721-3312. En-
tertainment will be none 
other than our very own 
Church Ladies on Stage.  
 
Good Morning Circle 

The Good Morning Circle 
will meet at 9:30am on 
Wednesday, May 15. 
 
Good Evening Circle 

“Projects with  a Purpose” 
Please come to our next 
meeting or call Laura Smith 
@343-6915 for more infor-
mation, as we explore our 
circle’s new theme “Project 
With a Purpose’ on 
Wednesday, May 15 at 
6:30 p.m.  
 
 
 

Jail Ministry 

Our Jail Ministry team is 
expanding.  Currently, we 
lead worship with the ladies 
in the Pennington County 
Jail on the third Sunday of 
each month. If you are in-
terested in participating on 
May 19, in this ministry 
with the women in the 
county jail, please contact 
Kathleen Batchelder. 
 
4th Tuesday Ladies 
Lunch Group 

Tomato bisque, salads, 
sandwiches - your choice 
(and Dutch treat)! Join us 
for lunch and conversation 
at 11:30 a.m., Tuesday, 
May 28 at Minerva’s Res-
taurant.  All ladies of the 
church are invited and en-
couraged to bring guest.  
For more information, con-
tact Maureen Dymock or 
Kathleen Batachelder. 
 
Thank You Notes  
cont. from page 9 

Thank you to everyone who 
helped the United Church 
Youth raise $1,290 for Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters! We will 
find out later if our youth 
raised the most money in 
town. Thank you, everyone!  

On Sunday, April 28, the Sun-
day School children presented 
a check to Laura Switzer, our 
Love, INC representative, for 
$290.93 as a donation to 
Love, INC. Way to go, kids!  
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MAY CALENDAR 

Fri May 3, 2013 
1pm Black Hills Water-

color Group 
Sat May 4, 2013 

9am Men's Bible Study 
9am Woodchuck Splitting 

Sun May 5, 2013 
Placerville Sunday 
Communion 
New Members 

8:30am Bell Warm Up 
9:30am Worship and 

Church School 
10:30am Fellowship & 

Refreshments 
10:45 Dept. of Ed 
10:45 Dept. of Building & 

Grounds 
1pm Ross's Student Piano 

Recital 
3pm Black Hills Assoc. 

Meeting at Placerville 
Mon May 6, 2013 

1:30pm Westhills Bible 
Study 

2pm Westhills Book Study 
Tue May 7, 2013 

9am Woodchuck Splitting 
10:30am Staff Meeting 
12pm Church Chat 
1pm Craft Day 
1pm Spiritual Practices 
7pm Dept. of Hospitality 

Wed May 8, 2013 
9:30am Kerygma 
6pm Bell Choir Practice 
6:30pm United Church 

Youth 
7pm Adult Choir Practice 

Thu May 9, 2013 
10am Altar Guild Meeting 
6pm Front Porch Coalition 

Fri May 10, 2013 
9:30am Church Drama 

Group  
1pm Black Hills Water-

color Group 
Sat May 11, 2013 

9am Woodchuck Splitting 
9:30am Church Drama 

Group 
11:30am Women's Spring 

Luncheon 
Sun May 12, 2013 
Festival of the Christian Home 

8:30am Choir Warm Up 
9:30am Worship and 

Church School 

10:30am Muffins for 
Moms Fellowship  

4pm Bells of the Hills 
Concert at Westmin-
ster Presbyterian 
Church 

Tue May 14, 2013 
9am Woodchuck Splitting 
10:30am Staff Meeting 
1pm Craft Day 
1pm Spiritual Practices 
5:15pm Dept. of Worship 
7pm - 9pm Survivors of 

Suicide 
Wed May 15, 2013 

9am Cinnamon Hill Spring 
Program 

9:30am Good Morning 
Circle 

6pm Bell Choir Practice 
6:30pm Good Evening 

Circle 
6:30pm United Church 

Youth 
7pm Adult Choir Practice 

Thu May 16, 2013 
9am Cinnamon Hill Spring 

Program 
6pm Front Porch Coalition 

Fri May 17, 2013 
1pm Black Hills Water-

color Group 
Sat May 18, 2013 

9am Woodchuck Splitting 
Sun May 19, 2013 
Graduation Sunday 
Church School Celebration 

8:30am Choir Warm Up 
9:30am Worship and Sun-

day School Play Day 
Strengthen the Church 

Special Mission Offer-
ing 

10:30am Church School 
Picnic  

3:30pm Jail Ministry 
Mon May 20, 2013 

1:30pm Westhills Bible 
Study 

2pm -Westhills Book 
Study Group 

Tue May 21, 2013 
9am Woodchuck Splitting 
10:30am Staff Meeting 
1pm Craft Day 
1pm Spiritual Practices 
4:15pm 1st Congregational 

Trust Board 

6pm Dept. of Stewardship 
& Budget 

Wed May 22, 2013 
4:30pm Communications 

Round Table 
Thu May 23, 2013 

6pm Front Porch Coalition 
7pm BH Chamber Music 

Society, Meeting 
7pm Church Board 

Fri May 24, 2013 
Taize Event at Red Shirt 

Table 
1pm Black Hills Water-

color Group 
Sat May 25, 2013 

Taize Event at Red Shirt 
Table 

9am Woodchuck Splitting 
4pm -Erk Shower 

Sun May 26, 2013 
Taize Event at Red Shirt 

Table 
8:30am Dept. of Ministries 
9:30am Worship 
10:30am Fellowship & 

Refreshments 
Mon May 27, 2013 

Memorial Day 
Taize Event at Red Shirt 

Table 
Tue May 28, 2013 

9am Woodchuck Splitting 
10:30am Staff Meeting 
11:30am Fourth Tues. La-

dies Lunch Group at 
Minerva's Restaurant 

1pm Craft Day 
1pm Spiritual Practices 

Thu May 30, 2013 
6pm Front Porch Coalition 

Fri May 31, 2013 
1pm Black Hills Water-

color Group 
Sat Jun 1, 2013 

9am Men's Bible Study 
9am Woodchuck Splitting 

Sun Jun 2, 2013 
BH Habitat for Humanity 

Trail Marathon 
9:30am Worship 
10:30am Fellowship & 

Refreshment 
Mon Jun 3, 2013 

1:30pm Westhills Bible 
Study 

2pm Westhills Book Study 
 

Tue Jun 4, 2013 
9am Woodchuck Splitting 
10:30am Staff Meeting 
1pm Craft Day 
1pm Spiritual Practices 

Fri Jun 7, 2013 
143 Annual Meeting South 

Dakota Conference 
1pm Black Hills Water-

color Group 
Sat Jun 8, 2013 

143 Annual Meeting South 
Dakota Conference 

3pm Jay Davis & Susan 
Kelts Wedding 

Save the Dates for 

VBS 

“Walking with 

Jesus” 

June 24-28 

May 19 is a special 

Sunday with 

Church School 

Celebration, 

Graduate 

Recognition and 

more!  
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Strengthen the Church 
Invest in the Vision 

Each day, visions 
and dreams are cre-
ated in the hearts of 
many in the United 

Church of Christ. Through 
the Strengthen the Church 
offering, they can become 
a reality.  As 
God calls our 
congrega-
tions to be 
“church” in 
new ways, 
your gift will 
plant new churches, 
awaken new ideas in exist-
ing churches, and develop 
spiritual life in our youth 
and young adults. Because 
of this offering, many 
more will hear the good 

news that “God is still 
speaking.”  

On Sunday, May 19 – 
Pentecost – we will be 
receiving the Strengthen 
the Church special mis-

sion offering.  
Directed to local 
Conferences, 
Local Church 
Ministries and 
the Stillspeaking 
Ministry, 
Strengthen the 

Church gifts help visions 
become reality. Invest in 
the vision!   

  

All church offering will be received May 19 

The Department of 
Hospitality is  
sponsoring  
Muffins for Moms  
on Mothers Day, 
Sunday, May 12  
during the fellowship 
hour. 
Please join us! 
 

Your gift will plant 
new churches, 

awaken new ideas 
and develop spiritual 

life in youth. 

Summer  
Music 

opportunities 
for singers 
and players 

Summer is a special op-
portunity for special music 
in our church. As our adult 
choir takes a well-earned 
rest, Karen Nelson, our 

director of music arranges 
for soloists, ensembles 

and other musical groups 
to provide music for wor-
ship. If you have a family 

member or friend who 
might provide music for a 
summer service, please 

contact Karen. 


