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The Church Board has called a 
special meeting of the congregation 
to be held Sunday, June 9, follow-
ing worship to consider a proposal 
for a fund drive for capital improve-
ments to the church building and 
grounds. An informational session 
will be held in the church parlor 
following worship on June 2. 

The meeting follows over a 
year of study of the church’s build-
ing and systems, receiving input 
from congregational members, cost 
estimates from contractors, and a 
lot of ground work done by the 
Capital Improvements Task Force. 
The Task Force was composed of 
Rob Burton, Randy Daughenbaugh, 
Randy Fisher, Evan Gallentine, 

Eileen Rossow and Laura Boyd. 
Their work was included in the an-
nual reports to the congregation 
and has been updated throughout 
this year as more information has 
become available.  

On the list of needed improve-
ments are several items that are 
deemed to be essential to the sus-
taining of our mission. We need to 
solve drainage problems to protect 
our building, resurface our parking 
lot to keep our building accessible, 
upgrade flooring to keep our fel-
lowship area safe and welcoming, 
replace our sound system so that all 
can hear, and continue to conserve 
energy in our day to day opera-
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At its May meeting the 
Church Board adopted the 
recommendations of the Com-
munications Task Force and 
thanked the Task Force for its 
work. As it seeks to imple-
ment the recommendations, 
the board is seeking a volun-
teer who would be willing to 
assist with submitting items to 

the Rapid City Journal’s Re-
ligion Briefs section, to radio 
station bulletin boards and 
other media with free commu-
nity service announcements.  

This would not involve 
meetings, but would require a 
regular check in with the 
church office. Many of the 
items could be taken directly 

from The Call and Sunday 
worship bulletins and submit-
ted electronically to the media 
outlets.  

For more information, 
please contact Moderator 
Becky Umenthum or Assistant 
Moderator Gerry Boehrs. 

Perhaps this is the 

time for which we 

were called into 

this church. 

Church Board Seeks a Volunteer Writer 

tions. Many of these items 
will cost more if delayed. 
Some are essential to continue 
our work as a congregation. 
The projects identified are: 

♦ Concrete work, (drainage, 
sidewalk and main entry-
way) - estimated cost = 
$15,000 

♦ Parking lot repair and re-
surfacing—estimated cost 
= $32,000 

♦ Sound systems for sanctu-
ary and fellowship hall—
estimated cost = $21,000 

♦ New flooring for fellow-
ship hall—estimated cost 
= $14,000 

♦ Energy efficient front en-
tryway doors—estimated 
cost = $16,000 

♦ Contingency of $2,000 
This investment of 

$100,000 is not the only in-
vestment that will be required 
of us. Future projects include 
major items such as: 

♦ A fireproof roof for our 
building with the option 
of additional insulation. 

♦ Replacement of our heat-
ing system with the option 
of adding air condition-
ing. 

♦ Remodeling our entryway 
with the option of elevator 
access to the choir loft. 
These major items will 

require additional input from 

the congregation, long-term 
planning and funding strate-
gies, and careful deliberation. 
The vision for these major 
projects is still being shaped. 

So, as we shape the vi-
sion, we are sustaining the 
mission. That means that we 
need to raise an additional 
$100,000 during this calendar 
year. If every household in 
our congregation considers a 
gift equal to one third of their 
annual pledge, we can be suc-
cessful in meeting our imme-
diate needs while preparing to 
undertake the major projects 
that are coming.  

Consider the story of our 
congregation: 

♦ In 1879, on the eve of the 
founding of Rapid City, 
our forebears shaped a 
vision of a congregation 
that would not only pro-
vide Christian worship, 
but also serve the commu-
nity and the region. They 
waited four years before 
constructing a building so 
that they could sustain the 
mission as they shaped 
the vision. 

♦ In 1914, in an uncertain 
world with our country 
entering into “the war to 
end all wars,” members of 
our congregation had a 
vision of a modern brick 

building that could serve 
downtown Rapid City for 
decades. They sustained 
the mission while shaping 
the vision and constructed 
a church that continues to 
serve our community 
without decreasing the 
church’s commitments. 

♦ In 1959, near the height of 
the cold war, the congre-
gation had a vision of a 
modern church building 
with ample parking that 
was accessible to all. 
They worshiped in tempo-
rary space for a year so 
that they could sustain the 
mission while shaping the 
vision that has served us 
so well as a church home.  
Now, a century after the 

brick building was built at 735 
Kansas City Street, it is our 
turn to sustain the mission and 
shape the vision. If we do not 
step up to the plate and raise 
the funds, God will not aban-
don us. God will find ways to 
increase the mission of the 
church. But perhaps this is the 
time for which we were called 
into this church. Perhaps it is 
now our turn to sustain the 
mission while we shape the 
vision for a new century of 
mission and ministry. 

 
 

Sustaining the Mission continued from page 1 
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The Capital Improvement 
Task Force has completed its 
tasks of identifying, prioritiz-
ing, and securing cost esti-
mates for needed major im-
provements to the church 
building and grounds.   

Special thanks to commit-
tee members Laura Boyd, 
Rob Burton, Randy 
Daughenbaugh, Randy 
Fisher, Evan Gallentine, and 
Eileen Rossow.  Thanks also 
to all the volunteers from the 
Department of Building, 
Equipment  and Grounds and 
the congregation who assisted 
in this process.  The Capital 
Funds Project Description 
Committee has found this 
research invaluable as they 
plan the two phases of our 
capital funds projects. 

My brother, Phil, and 
wife, Sue, were visiting us 
Memorial weekend.  As has 
been the tradition in our fam-
ily we attended church to-
gether on Sunday. In front of 

us and behind us were fami-
lies with young children, 
which brought back many 
memories. Like them, I re-
member, as a young child, 
sitting with my family in 
church – drawing pictures on 
bulletins, putting my quarter 
in the offering plate, and be-
ing told “Shhhh…” if I talked 
during the sermon.  When my 
children were young, I re-
member bringing crayons, 
“quiet” toys, and cheerios to 
keep them occupied during 
the sermon.  I hope that my 
children will continue the tra-
dition of taking time out of 
each busy week to gather as a 
family with other Christians 
to worship God. 

As I think about our 
Capital Funds projects, my 
mind keeps thinking about 
children.  I want the children 
in our church to feel wel-
comed and to have a facility 
and programs that meet their 
needs. I want them to learn 

the tradition of worship-
ing as a family and to 
teach it to their chil-
dren.  I want our church 
facility and programs 
ready to meet the needs 
of future children.   

I encourage every-
one to do two things.  First, 
vote yes on Phase 1 of the 
Capital Funds Drive, so that 
we can “Sustain the Mission” 
of our church.  Then, partici-
pate in the process of 
“Shaping the Vision” for fu-
ture mission and ministry.  
Previous generations have 
provided for our needs and 
now it’s our turn to provide 
for the needs of future genera-
tions. 
 

 

Moderator’s Comments by Becky Umenthum, Moderator 

    For several months a Com-
munications Task Force has 
been meeting to evaluate how 
we have been telling the story 
of our church to our members 
and the wider community, and 
to explore new ways of com-
municating this message. 
Members of this Task Force 
have been Ted Huffman, 
Becky Umenthum, Gerry 
Boehrs, Brent Long, and Doris 
Marie Strom.  At our May 
Board meeting, they reported 
that they had completed their 
task, but recommended that 
volunteers be recruited to help 

in the work of communicating 
our story. For example, we 
need:  
• A writer to help produce arti-
cles for the newspaper and the 
“Call.” 
• Photographers to share any 
digital pictures taken of events 
in the congregation for publi-
cation. These may be sent to 
firstucc@rushmore.com.   
• A technology person to work 
with Ted Huffman and Brent 
Long in developing and main-
taining our church website. 
• Department chairs to high-
light newsworthy items in 

their monthly reports. 
• Representatives from other 
groups to report on special 
projects that might be of 
wider interest.  
   Think about what makes 
our church special, and how 
you can help to communicate 
that good news within and 
outside of our congregation. 
     Our next board meeting is 
Thursday, June 20, 2013 at 
7:00 p.m.   

From the Church Board by Mary Nelson Keithahn, Clerk 

I encourage 
everyone to do two 
things.  First, vote 
yes on Phase 1 of 
the Capital Funds 

Drive. 
Then, participate 
in the process of 

“Shaping the 
Vision” for future 

mission and 
ministry.    

Mary, Sue and Phil Keithahn 
share Memorial Sunday worship 
with Becky Umenthum. 
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“Donuts for Dads” 

June 16 

“Ice Cream Social” 

July 7 

Department of Ministries and Church Response 

    Your church was able to 
make a generous donation of 
$336.09 and 219 pounds of 
food to Church Response by 

purchasing  $24,116.40 in 
food certificates in the first 
quarter of 2013.  
    Your donations help pro-

vide food, toiletries and utility 
assistance for those in need. 
   Thank you for your dona-
tions. Church Response 

   The Dept. voted unani-
mously to have Reva Ortega 
be the liaison to the Bring a 
Friend Sunday task force. 
    Donuts for Dad will be held 

on June 16th in the fellowship 
hall after the Sunday Sermon. 
    Becky Umenthum gra-
ciously offered the use of a 
wedding tent on July 7th to 

the Department.  The Depart-
ment plans to utilize this tent 
to have a Fourth of July style 
ice cream social on that date. 
    

The Department Hospitality/Parish Life by Heather Heinert 

Library News by Sharon Darrow, Ruth Ann Karlen and Eleanore Moe 

 When a first grade teacher 
sent a note home with Homer 
Surbeck stating that he was 
“the class dunce and so slow 
that I cannot teach him,” his 
father’s response was, 
“Homer, you will have to 

learn to teach yourself.” For 
Homer, that was the begin-
ning of learning a success for-
mula that really works. Check 
out Homer Surbeck’s book in 
the church library.  The Sur-
beck center on the campus of 

the School of Mines is named 
after this man. The title of his 
book is “The Success Formula 
That Really Works,” by 
Homer Surbeck. 

 After three years of faith-
ful service and wonderful wor-
ship, Karen Nelson, the Direc-
tor of our Adult choir, has re-
signed, citing her need for 
more flexibility to visit and 
care for family members. We  
respect and honor Karen’s 
commitments to her family 
and pray for the best for her as 
she moves into this new phase 
of life. Thanks, Karen, for 

your dedication to the worship 
life of our congregation! 

The Department of Wor-
ship will begin the search for a 
new choir director and will 
appoint a special search com-
mittee to consider applica-
tions, arrange interviews and 
make a recommendation to the 
Department about a choir di-
rector for our congregation.  

For more information 
about the Choir Director 
search, contact Jodi Burke, 
Music Committee representa-
tive to the Department of 
Worship. 

Our choir takes a break 
during the summer and wor-
ship music will be provided by 
soloists and ensembles 
throughout the summer. 

Department of Worship begins Choir Director Search 

Special offerings extend our congregation’s ministries 

Two special offerings dur-
ing the month of May helped 
our congregation to extend 
our ministries in areas that are 
important to our congregation. 

On Sunday, May 5, as a 
part of our Placerville Sunday 
activities, we received a spe-
cial offering for Placerville 
Camp. $1,955 was contributed 

to support the ministries of 
our camp. 

The Placerville special 
offering was one of the priori-
ties of the congregation that 
was discussed at the annual 
meeting of the church in Janu-
ary.  

On Sunday, May 19, we 
received the Strengthen the 
Church offering. $1,030 was 

contributed to help the United 
Church of Christ plant new 
congregations, strengthen and 
renew existing congregations, 
support the “Still Speaking” 
ministry and extend youth and 
young adult ministries. 

Thank you to all who con-
tributed to these special offer-
ings. 

Karen Nelson has 

led our choir for 

three years and 

helped to build our 

music program. 



 

 

 

Donations can be 

brought 

August 1  

 

Work days 

August 12 - 15 

9am-3pm 

 

Rummage Sale 

Friday - August 16, 

8am-3pm 

Saturday - August 17 

8am-noon  

  

Summer Rummage Sale by Sybil Rounds 

   It is once again time to 
celebrate the success of the 
Woodchuck Society wood 
and turkey taxi projects. The 
9th annual picnic will be held 
on Wednesday, June 12 with 
Woodchucks gathering 
around 6 and the meal starting 
around 6:30. The picnic will 

be held at Chuck and Sybil 
Rounds' home at 7100 Pine-
wood Court. Your invitation 
will have driving directions as 
well as other pertinent details. 
Please mark your calendar 
and then RSVP so we are as-
sured of adequate seating for 
the meal. 

    Woodchucks will continue to 
split wood 9am to noon each 
Tuesday and Saturday, 
weather permitting. Contact 
Chuck Rounds at 343-4407 or 
Dave Ledford at 341-6809 for 
more information. 

Woodchuck Society News by Chuck & Sybil Rounds 

     Women’s Fellowship is 
busy organizing the August 
rummage sale. Work days 
will be from 9 - 3 Monday, 
August 12  through Thursday, 
August 15 with the sale on 
Friday, August 16 8 - 3 and 
Saturday, August 17 8 - noon. 
Volunteers of all ages and 
energy levels are needed; if 
you have even an hour or two 
that week stop in and we’ll 

match you with the perfect 
job. Lots of workers means 
that no one is over-worked.  
    Donations can be brought 
to the church after August 1. 
There will be a room desig-
nated in the west wing for 
your sale items. If you have 
things that you would like 
picked up, please call Sybil 
Rounds (343-4407).  

    It is always a big help if 
you can identify any unusual 
things; indicate sizes of 
sheets, blankets, and spreads; 
put loose game pieces in a 
baggie; indicate if an item is 
missing parts or pieces; keep 
parts of sets in one box, etc. 
Anything that you can do to 
make the sorting job easier is 
greatly appreciated! 
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Good Evening Circle  by  Bernie Lambert 

A beautiful solid brass 
vase-bowl is presented to the 
Altar Guild in memory of 
Lois Bradstream by the Good 

Evening Circle and the Brad-
stream Family. Lois Brad-
stream was a long-time mem-
ber of Good Evening Circle 

and served as its Treasurer for 
many years. 
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Our worship on April 21 in-
cluded the Ceremony of Wel-
come for Tim and Jill 
Mitchell.  Tim is the Superin-
tendent of Schools and Jill 
teaches language arts at 
Southwest Middle School. 
The Mitchells transferred 
from the Chamberlain UCC.  
On May 5, we welcomed the 
following new members: 
Beverly Ambrose joined as 
an Associate Member, retain-
ing her primary membership 

with First United Methodist 
Church in Cheyenne, WY. 
Beverly is a retired nurse and 
plays in our Bell Choir. 
Ben and Dee Anderson  re-
cently relocated to Rapid City 
from Wisconsin. Ben is the 
founder of the nonprofit 
Breakthrough, Inc. and is an 
advocate for persons with 
disabilities. Dee is also in-
volved in this work, along 
with doing website design. 

Elena Van Pelt is originally 
from El Salvador and lived in 
California before coming to 
Rapid City. Elena attends 
Kerygma Bible Study and is 
interested in knitting and gar-
dening.  

We welcome these members 
and give thanks that God has 
brought them to our house-
hold of faith. For more infor-
mation on membership at 
First Congregational Church, 
contact Susan Huffman. 

New Members 

Christian Education Updates by Susan Huffman 

 On Pentecost Sunday, we 
thanked many of this year’s 
volunteers in the Christian 
Education program. However, 
in a busy morning of grati-
tude, I omitted a few people 
who should have been men-
tioned. Leslie Brookes has 
faithfully played the piano for 
the children’s music this year. 
Willy and Jenny Grigg have 

also assisted with the music. 
Thank you! Dawn Erk is the 
coordinator and creator of the 
fleece blankets given to our 
high school graduates. After 
the graduates were presented 
with their blankets this year, 
an older brother of one of the 
grads told me that he still uses 
and treasures his blanket five 
years after his graduation! 

Thanks to Dawn and mem-
bers of the Good Evening 
Circle for this year’s blan-
kets. The final total for the 
money the Sunday School 
children collected for Love 
INC came to $316.10. Thanks 
to Laura Switzer, our Love 
INC coordinator for helping 
with this ministry. All the 
help is appreciated!  

Placerville Camps 

Hurry now and register for 
camp at Placerville! 
Camps offered this summer 
include: 
Women’s Camp: June 10-14 
Shining Stars (grades 2-3): 
June 10-14 
Seekers (gr 4-5): June 16-21 
Grand Camp: June 21-23 
Faith Explorers (gr 6-8):  
June 23-28 
Crossroads (gr. 9-12) 
July 14-20 
Family Camp: July 21-27 
New Journey (college age) 
July 28-August 1 
 
In addition, two new camps 
are being offered this year: 
Lakota Wicoti , June 3-6  

is offered for older youth and 
adults who want to learn 
more about the Lakota cul-
ture and language. Our friend 
and Woodchuck partner, 
Louie Blue Coat, will be the 
Dean of this camp. Come 
ready to learn and experience 
the beauty of this culture and 
language.   
Create Camp, July 7-11, 
will start with supper on Sun-
day and end with breakfast on 
Thursday. This camp is for 
all the crafty people who 
want to get together to share 
ideas. Workshops will in-
clude greeting card making, 
drawing, quilting, creative 
writing, photography, scrap-

booking, and woodworking. 
Our own Becky Fleming 

is once again the Dean of 
Grand Camp.  Talk to her 
about introducing your grand-
child to Placerville. Bro-
chures and registration forms 
are available at the church or 
online at placervillecamp.net. 
First Congregational Church 
pays for half of the registra-
tion fee for church members, 
both adults and youth. Placer-
ville is a great place to ex-
plore your faith with other 
Christians. Register now for 
camp at Placerville!  

For more information and 
registration forms, contact the 
church office.  

For more 
information on 
membership at 
First 
Congregational 
Church, contact 
Susan Huffman. 

2013 grads: Malaika 
Burke, Luke Deurmier, 
Landon Gallentine, Layne 
Putnam and Arie LaCroix  
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GOD ALLOWS GOD ALLOWS GOD ALLOWS GOD ALLOWS     

UUUU----TURNSTURNSTURNSTURNS    

PROCEED 
WITH 
FAITH 

WALK  
IN THE  
LIGHT 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
at First Congregational United Church of Christ 

 
June 24-28 

From 5:30-8:00 pm 
 

Dinner for the children AND their families will be served at 5:30 pm.  
The program starts at 6:00 pm. 

FOLLOW ME 

 
Name______________________________________________________________ 
 
Parents’ Names______________________________________________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number(s)_____________________________________________________ 
 
Email______________________________________________________________ 
 
Birthdate___________________________________________________________ 
 
School grade completed (if applicable)___________________________________ 
 
Allergies or special concerns___________________________________________ 
 

Friends welcome, too! Invite your friends to share the fun! 

Classes are offered for children from age 3  
through grade 5 (completed). This year’s theme  

“Walking with Jesus” includes stories about  
following Jesus, walking on water and finding our way in 
a confusing world. Come join the fun and share in stories, 

songs, music, mission, snacks and more!  
 

To register, fill out the form below or email  
susanucc@rushmore.com 
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 When I came to be pastor 
of this congregation 18 years 
ago, one of the things that at-
tracted me was the well-
maintained and paid for build-
ing. After a decade of raising 
capital funds to expand prop-
erty and renovate a church 
that was in need of major im-
provements to provide acces-
sibility and accommodate the 
congregation’s needs, I was 
ready to turn my attention to 
where my passion lies—the 
mission and ministry of the 
congregation to reach out into 
the community and serve 
those in need. I have found 
deep joy in the many minis-
tries of this congregation that 
serve others. And, frankly, it 
has been a relief not to be in a 
mode of constant fund-raising. 

So I approach the up-
coming “Sustaining the Mis-
sion-Shaping the Vision” 
campaign with a bit of reluc-
tance. I don’t want the neces-
sary campaign to decrease the 
amount of money we give to 
others or to limit our ability to 
support ministries in Costa 
Rica, outreach through Love, 
Inc., Cornerstone, Church Re-
sponse, United Campus Min-
istries, CUE Seminaries or the 
South Dakota Conference.  

But it has been a joy to 
work with the task force. Peo-
ple have been realistic about 
the needs and the costs of sig-
nificant maintenance of our 
grounds and building to keep 

our congregation serving the 
community. We are able to be 
a strong mission church pre-
cisely because we have also 
been attentive to the care of 
our facilities.  Our building 
supports worship and concerts 
and a preschool. It supports 
meetings and organizations 
and arts groups and our own 
church school. It provides 
space for Vacation Bible 
School and fellowship groups 
and support groups. The 
building itself is a tool for out-
reach into our community. 

I have become excited 
about this next step for us as a 
congregation. Parking lot and 
entryway improvements are a 
way to make our building 
more accessible to our com-
munity. Taking care of the 
floor in the fellowship hall 
and the sound systems in the 
sanctuary and fellowship hall 
are ways to expand the minis-
try of worship and better con-
nect with more people.  

When I completed my 
pledge card for the drive, I sat 
for a moment and reflected. 
Both the dollar amount and 
the percentage of our total 
family income donated to the 
church in 2013 will set a re-
cord for us. We’ve never dug 
this deeply before. And I 
don’t want such gifts to 
threaten any of the other 
things we do with our re-
sources. We still have a home 
to maintain, retirement prepa-

rations, children in places that 
require travel and support of 
other important community 
organizations and institutions 
on our list of things we do. 
We still have on-going ex-
penses of medical care, gro-
ceries and other items.  More-
over, as the recent tornadoes 
have reminded us, events in 
our world can suddenly make 
the cracks in our parking lot 
seem insignificant by com-
parison. 

But I am convinced that 
this congregation has great 
potential to grow not only in 
members, but also in depth of 
ministry and service. I am 
convinced that an investment 
today will mean more minis-
try tomorrow. I am convinced 
that God not only provides 
what the church needs to do 
its work, but that God also 
calls us to participate in the 
hard work of providing not 
only for ourselves but for oth-
ers who have needs greater 
than our own. 

Most importantly, how-
ever, I am convinced that this 
congregation can do great 
things when we work to-
gether. I will be listening on 
June 9 and in the next weeks 
and months as we continue to 
shape the vision of new direc-
tions and new investments for 
our congregation. God’s fu-
ture does not hang on a single 
meeting, but one meeting can 
be an important step. 

“I am convinced 

that this 

congregation can 

do great things 

when we work 

together.” 

A PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVE 

All men of the church are invited to join in a Bible Study 

and discussion on the nature of leadership and God’s call 
on Saturday, June 1 at 9:00 a.m. Feel free to talk to Ted if 

you’d like more information.  
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MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES 

Happy Birthday! 

Happy Birthday to the fol-
lowing members and friends 
with June/July birthdays: 
June 1: Bryce Smith, Evelyn 
 Bradshaw 
June 2: Michael Bartling 
June 5: Patsy Parkin-          
 Valandra, Julie LaCroix 
June 7: Bill Dittmer 
June 8: Pandi Bollock 
June 9: Mike Crutcher 
June 10: Jeff VanCuren,     
 Elle Emerson 
June 11: Sharyl Crutcher, 
 Bette Gellhaus, Lorita 
 Deurmier 
June 12: Pat Lebrun, Vera 
 Mettler 
June 15: Shirley Baum-      
 gartner, Willis Sutliff,  
 Ted Huffman 
June 16: Ed McLaughlin, Ben 
 Anderson 
June 20: Becky Fleming 
June 21: Joan Dyrdahl 
June 23: Jerry Snyder, Joyce 
 Tripp 
June 25: Kathleen Batchelder 
June 27: Ward Cheney 
June 28: Doris Marie Strom 
June 30: Taylor Thompson 
July 1: Eleanor Rosander, 
 Marty Skovran 
July3: Jan Gustin, Susan 
 Skovran, Hailey Wathen 
July 4: Michael Batchelder,  
       Gene Lebrun, Cayden 
 Heinert 
July 5: Ted McBride, Casey 

Roskam 
July 6: Neil Emerson 
July 13: Ted Erlewine,  
 Marilyn Fransen 
July14: Karen Erlewine 
July 15: Maralee Dennis, 

Dona Leavens 
July 16: Michael Bossen, 

Brooke Grasssby 
July 18: Karen Ross, Sydney 

Wathen 
July 21: Amanda Nielsen 

July 22: Jorgen Palm 
July 24: Ed Dull 
July 26: Michael Ross 
July 29: Vi Pietz, John    

Nickel, Shay Osmera 
July 30: Jim Cooper, Molly 

Webster 
July 31: Lorraine Slocum 
 
In Our Prayers 

Please add Recruit Alexan-
der VanCuren to your 
prayers as he enters into 
Marin bootcamp in SanDiego, 
CA.  Alex is the son of Major 
Jeff and Pam VanCuren of 
Stafford, Virginia and Grand-
son of Joan Dyrdahl, all mem-
bers of our church. Anyone 
wishing to write to him please 
contact Joan.  

Prayers and cards may be sent 
to Trent Eddy’s  new address: 
PVT Eddy, Trenton J.              
B Co. 1-34 IN  
12000 Dixie Rd 
Ft. Jackson, SC 29207 

Please keep in our prayers the 
family and friends of Fernie 
Scovel, who died May 7. Me-
morial Services are pending. 

Cards can be mailed to Jim 
Cooper as he continues rehab 
near his daughter at: 745 Basi-
ner Memorial Dr, #105, 
Mountain Lake, MN 56150. 

Prayer Concerns 

At home:  Carroll Nelson, 
Gladys Bitterman, Shary 
Crutcher 

At BH Golding Living: 
John Arneson 

At Golden Living Center, 
Bella Vista:  
Stan Halla, Kay Wolff 

At Canistota, SD:   
Bill Dittmer 

At Echo Ridge: 
Ed Dull 

At Westhills Health Care:   
Ida Muree St. Pierre, Joan 
Ebert 

At Westhills South:  
Bryce Smith  
In Military Service: Trent 
Eddy, Kyle Kloeckl (Ed and 
Ginny Ensz’s grandson), John 
Nickel, Melanie Moore, Adam 
Johnson (Eunice Johnson's 
grandson), Alex VanCuren 
and all those serving our 
country. 

Others in our prayers:  
Dorothy Ankrum, Dick James, 
Ted McBride, Paul Anderson, 
George Bentz, Suzanne Scher-
mernorea, daughter of Nola 
Reber;  Cheryl Wathen, Gwyn 
Wathen’s mother; Lois Hern-
don’s daughter, Carol; Kath-
ryn Kuhn; Tom Berry’s 
daughter, Melissa Klein; 
Steve Chapin; Sherre Chris-
tensen; Marge Raabe.  

If you know of others in need 
to prayer, please contact the 
church office.  
 
Congratulations! 

The Steve Keithahn Family 
has been selected to the 
“Missouri Most Musical Fam-
ily of the Year.” Harrison, 
Helen, Hope and Hazel are 
grandchildren of Mary 
Keithahn.  
Katie Umenthum graduated 
from the University of Minne-
sota with a Masters of Archi-
tecture degree.  Congratula-
tions for all your hard work! 

Congratulations to Lisa and 
Joe Trana on the birth of 
their son, Wyatt Dan, born 
Friday, May 10! 
 
 
 

Harrison, Helen, Hope, 
and Hazel Keithahn 
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CHURCH EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 

Thank You Notes! 
Thank you, Department of 
Hospitality, for sponsoring 
the “Muffins for Moms” on 
Mothers Day.  They were de-
licious. 
 
Thank you to all who contrib-
uted to the Taize meal pro-
ject. We served over 500 
grilled chicken breasts Memo-
rial Day Weekend.  
Rev. Jeri Behringer 

Our church has another 
freezer located in the fireside 
entryway, donated by Mara-
lee and Arnett Dennis. 
Thank you! 

Thank you Larry Snoozy for 
the tree to hang the Grab and 
Go resource bags. It is a beau-
tiful work of art for the Li-
brary. Thank you, The Library   
Ladies 

A big thank you to all who 
helped make the Spring 
Luncheon a huge success! 
Special thanks to Becky 
Fisher for the catering, ticket 
sales and seating; Reva Or-
tega, Sue Maynard and 
Dorothy Davis for the deco-
rations; Peggy Eckholm for 
purchasing the new table-
cloths and for ironing them; a 
big thank you to the “Church 
Ladies on Stage.” What a 
wonderful start to Mother’s 
Day.  Thank you, Women’s 
Fellowship. 

Thank you to the many friends 
who sent me birthday greet-
ings this spring. I enjoyed the 
cards and letters very much 
and appreciate being remem-
bered.  Mae Louise Zeise 

 
On May 8th, 143 gently used 
books were delivered to the 
South Dakota Department of 

Health.  Thank you so much 
to all of you who donated 
books to this cause.  Your gift 
will expand the world of read-
ing to many. Becky Fisher, 
Readiatrics 
 
Dept. of Building, Equip-
ment & Grounds 
The annual spring clean-up 
date has been set for Satur-
day, June 1 from 9am to 
noon. Please contact Ron Hill 
@ 343-5610 if interested. 
 
Westhills Book &  
Bible Study 
Everyone is welcome to join 
us in the Aspen Room at 
Westhills Village for Bible 
and book study the first and 
third Mondays of each month 
at 1:30pm.  Everyone is wel-
come, including those who are 
not Westhills residents. For 
more information, contact 
Kathleen Batchelder at 342-
5787. 
 
Jail Ministry 
Our Jail Ministry team is ex-
panding. Currently, we lead 
worship with the women in 
the Pennington County Jail on 
the third Sunday of each 
month, June 16 and July 21. 
Thanks to Melanie Palm we 
are now offering yoga classes 
in addition to Bible study. If 
you are interested in partici-
pating in this ministry, contact 
Kathleen Batchelder at 342-
5787. 
 
Spiritual Practices 

Spiritual Practices will con-
tinue to meet from 1-2 p.m. 
every Tuesday in the church 
parlor throughout the summer.  
All who are seeking a deeper 
experience of prayer and spiri-

tual communication with God 
are welcome.  If you would 
like to learn how to focus on 
prayer in our daily lives, 
please join us. For more infor-
mation, contact Kathleen 
Batchelder at 342-5787. 
 
4th Tuesday Ladies’ 
Lunch Group 
The Fourth Tuesday Ladies’ 
Lunch group plans to meet 
through the summer. Please 
put the following dates on 
your calendar and plan to 
meet us at Minerva's at 11:30 
for lunch and fun:  June 25, 
July 23, and August 27. 
 
Women’s Fall Retreat 
Ladies, put October 25 and 
26 on your calendars.  Our fall 
retreat will once again be held 
at  beautiful Placerville Camp 
and Retreat Center.  Plans are 
underway and there will be 
something for everyone!!   
Look for details to follow. 
 
Craft & Chat Retreat 
Crafters, mark your calendars 
for November 8 and 9 for our 
Craft and Chat Retreat.  De-
tails to follow.  Remember 
every Tuesday is Craft Day 
in room 24 from 1-3pm.  
Please contact  Carol Boyles 
or Sue Maynard for more info.  
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JUNE AND JULY CALENDAR 

Sat Jun 1, 2013 
9am Men's Bible Study 
9am Spring Cleanup Day 

Sun Jun 2, 2013 
BH Habitat for Humanity 

Trail Marathon 
9:30am Worship 
10:30am Fellowship & 

Refreshments 
       10:45 am Dept. of Ed 
Mon Jun 3, 2013 

1:30pm Westhills Bible 
Study 

2pm Westhills Book Study 
Tue Jun 4, 2013 

9am Woodchuck Splitting 
1pm Craft Day 
1pm Spiritual Practices 

Fri Jun 7, 2013 
143 Annual Meeting South 

Dakota Conference 
1pm Black Hills Water-

color Group 
4pm Davis/Kelts Rehearsal 

Sat Jun 8, 2013 
143 Annual Meeting South 

Dakota Conference 
3pm Jay Davis & Susan 

Kelts Wedding 
Sun Jun 9, 2013 

143 Annual Meeting South 
Dakota Conference 

9:30am Worship 
10:30am - Congregational 

Meeting to Consider 
Capital Funds Drive 

Tue Jun 11, 2013 
1pm Craft Day 
1pm Spiritual Practices 
7pm Survivors of Suicide 

Wed Jun 12, 2013 
6pm Woodchuck Picnic 

Thu Jun 13, 2013 
7pm BH Chamber Music 

Society Board 
Fri Jun 14, 2013 

1pm -Black Hills Water-
color Group 

Sun Jun 16, 2013 
Father's Day 
9:30am - 10:30am Worship 
10:30am Donuts for 

Dads—Special Fel-
lowship Hour 

3:30pm Jail Ministry 
Mon Jun 17, 2013 

1:30pm Westhills Bible 
Study 

2pm Westhills Book Study 
Group 

Tue Jun 18, 2013 
1pm Craft Day 
1pm Spiritual Practices 
6pm Dept. of Stewardship 

& Budget 
Wed Jun 19, 2013 

5pm Staff Event 
Thu Jun 20, 2013 

7pm Church Board 
Fri Jun 21, 2013 

1pm Black Hills Water-
color Group 

Sun Jun 23, 2013 
8:30am Dept. of Ministries 
9:30am Worship 
10:30am Fellowship & 

Refreshments 
Mon Jun 24, 2013 

5:30 pm Vacation Bible 
School 

Tue Jun 25, 2013 
11:30am Fourth Tues. La-

dies Lunch Group 
1pm Craft Day 
1pm Spiritual Practices 
5:30 pm Vacation Bible 

School 
Wed Jun 26, 2013 

5:30 pm Vacation Bible 
School 

Thu Jun 27, 2013 
1:30pm Memoir-Writing 

Group 
5:30 pm Vacation Bible 

School 
Fri Jun 28, 2013 

1pm Black Hills Water-
color Group 

5:30 pm Vacation Bible 
School 

Sat Jun 29, 2013 
1pm Al & Marge Pitts 60th 

Wedding Anniversary 
Celebration 

Sun Jun 30, 2013 
9:30am Worship 
1o:30am Fellowship & 

Refreshments 
Mon Jul 1, 2013 

1:30pm Westhills Bible 
Study 

2pm Westhills Book Study 
Tue Jul 2, 2013 

1pm Craft Day 
Thu Jul 4, 2013 

Independence Day 

Fri Jul 5, 2013 
 1pm Black Hills Water-

color Group 
4pm Umenthum Wedding 

Rehearsal 
Sat Jul 6, 2013 

9am Men's Bible Study 
2pm Umenthum/Kangas 

Wedding 
Sun Jul 7, 2013 

9:30am Worship 
10:30am Ice Cream Social 

Tue Jul 9, 2013 
1pm Craft Day 
1pm Spiritual Practices 
7pm Survivors of Suicide 

Fri Jul 12, 2013 
1pm Black Hills Water-

color Group 
5pm Knox-Sazama Wed-

ding Rehearsal 
Sat Jul 13, 2013 

4pm Knox-Sazama Wed-
ding 

Sun Jul 14, 2013 
9:30am Worship 
10:30am Fellowship & 

Refreshments 
Mon Jul 15, 2013 

1:30pm Westhills Bible 
Study 

2pm Westhills Book Study 
Group 

Tue Jul 16, 2013 
1pm Craft Day 
1pm Spiritual Practices 
6pm Dept. of Stewardship 

& Budget 
Fri Jul 19, 2013 

1pm Black Hills Water-
color Group 

Sat Jul 20, 2013 
Kayla Erk Wedding at 

Placerville 
Sun Jul 21, 2013 

9:30am Worship 
10:30am Fellowship & 

Refreshments 
3:30pm Jail Ministry 

Tue Jul 23, 2013 
11:30am Fourth Tues. La-

dies Lunch Group 
1pm Craft Day 
1pm Spiritual Practices 

Fri Jul 26, 2013 
1pm Black Hills Water-

color Group 
 

Sat Jul 27, 2013 
BH Habitat for Humanity 

Back 40 Shorty at 
Storm Mountain 

Sun Jul 28, 2013 
8:30am Dept. of Ministries 
9:30am Worship 
10:30am Fellowship & 

Refreshments 
Tue Jul 30, 2013 

1pm Craft Day 
1pm Spiritual Practices 
 
 

Church office 
hours during the 
summer will be 9 

a.m. to 1 p.m 
Monday through 
Friday and 9 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. on 

Sundays. 
 

Some Departments 
and Boards may 
not meet at their 

regularly 
scheduled times 

during the 
summer. Please 
check with the 
church office if 

you are uncertain 
about meeting 

times.  
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143rd Annual Meeting 
SD Conference UCC 

The 143rd Annual Meeting of 
the South Dakota Conference of 
the United Church of Christ will 
be held in Custer, SD from June 
7-9. At this meeting, a candidate 
for the position of Conference 
Minister of the South Dakota 
Conference will be presented to 
the assembly for their 
vote. The candidate to 
be presented is Rev. Dr. 
Marc A. Wessels, Asso-
ciate Conference Minis-
ter in the Missouri Mid-South 
Conference of the United Church 
of Christ. Marc Wessels has been 
described as a “Renaissance 
Man” due to his many roles, ac-
tivities and interests. Marc loves 
to travel and explore new areas, 
cultures and histories. Marc’s 
passion for his faith in Christ and 
the call to social justice has been 
demonstrated by his work on 

Civil Rights in South Carolina 
where he graduated from Coker 
College with a B.A. in Political 
Science. While in seminary at the 
United Church of Christ’s his-
torically-related Lancaster Theo-
logical Seminary in Pennsyl-
vania, Marc did field work in 

rural congrega-
tional settings and 
at the University of 
Pennsylvania as a 
student chaplain. 

Upon graduation Marc com-
menced his ministry as a Parish 
Minister in the Uniting Church in 
Australia. Marc now serves as an 
Associate Conference Minister in 
the Missouri Mid-South Confer-
ence where he has helped to re-
cruit pastors to the conference 
and worked with congregations 
in the search and call process.  
 

Custer, SD   June 7-9  

 Mitakuye Oyasin - 

We are all related.  

 
That They May  

All Be One 
John 17:22 

Rev. Dr. Marc Wessels 

The South Dakota Con-
ference will recognize 
the anniversaries of min-
isters holding standing in 
the Conference on a five 
year cycle of Ordination 
Anniversaries.  This year 
Revs. Ted and Susan 
Huffman and Rev. Jane 
Ireland will be  recog-
nized. Ted and Susan 
have been serving the 
United Church of Christ 
for thirty-five years. Jane 
was ordained at First 
Church twenty-five years 
ago. Thanks to these 
leaders for their service. 

 


