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Gree ngs to each and to all, 

The theore cally imminent arrival of Spring me can be a truly wondrous, 
albeit also pa ence-inspiring me of the year here in the Black Hills.  
I pray you are well, I pray you are enjoying our explora on of what it 
might mean for us to Lean Toward the Light this Lenten season, and I 
pray your Easter is blessed! 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Erin 

 

   “May your Easter be happy, 
    May your day be bright, 
    May you enjoy the treats, 
    And sweet delights. 
    But remember the meaning, 
    Remember God’s gi , 
    Remember the resurrec on, 
    May your soul upli .”    
                   ~Unknown 
 
Holy Week event informa on may be found 
on the back page (page 8). 
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Moderator’s Message 
by Chuck Rounds 

 
The February church board mee ng 
was postponed un l the 28th 
because of weather. Randy Fisher 
gave a presenta on on the possible 
uses of the northeast por on of the 
church property. Randy was asked to 
chair a task force to look into the 
opportuni es for the use of that 
por on of the property. All decisions 
on the use of that property would be 
decided by a congrega onal mee ng 
a er a recommenda on by the church 
board. 
The Department of Stewardship and 
Budget reported posi ve budget 
numbers for the month and an cipate 

that it will con nue. The board also 
had a discussion about the 
nomina on process for department 
and officer posi ons. A ques on was 
asked of the board to change the 
requirement for in-person a endance 
for vo ng purposes for congrega onal 
mee ngs. The board decided to invite 
those that posed the ques on to 
present their thoughts to the board. 
The March board mee ng was held on 
the 18th. The Department of 
Stewardship and Budget reported that 
the financials s ll look good. The 
congrega onal representa ves 
reported concerns from the 
congrega on. 
There was a concern about the 
ligh ng in the center por on at the 
front of the church. There were also 

comments about the music and a wish 
for the hymns to be more singable 
and also for more modern music and 
some mes a praise band. Comments 
were also made for language to be 
more gender neutral during the 
service. It was also requested that the 
sign on the family bathroom be more 
gender neutral. The ONA commi ee 
has already been working on the 
signage. The board appreciated the 
comments by the congrega on and 
will work toward a resolu on. 
As we approach the me of warmer 
weather and the celebra on of 
Easter, may we show our concern for 
others in our prayers and also our 
ac ons. 



Spring Rummage Sale 

Thank you to everyone who 
par cipated in the spring rummage 
sale. It is a huge money-maker for 
Women’s Fellowship (preliminary 
profit is over $7560 with more money 
coming in), and a great community 
builder within the congrega on. We 
appreciate the dona ons of high 
quality goods, and the cheerful 
workers who walk, and carry, and 
measure, and fold … and nosh, and 
chat, and laugh, and even shed a tear 
or two at a touching moment. This is 
Chris an love in ac on and something 
that we hope everyone can experience 
at their own level.  
This event brings the church family 
together in a very special way. Folks 
who have paying jobs during the week 
help with set up on Sunday, and clean 
up the following Saturday. Some have 

even taken vaca on days to help 
during the week! Several genera ons 
of a few families show up to help with 
set up and clean up, and all are greatly 
appreciated. 

Special thanks to Laura Switzer for 
handling the adver sing, to Vicki 
St.Pierre and Peggy Eckholm for 
providing lunches, and to the 
Fellowship Auxiliary for providing the 
muscle and knowledge to handle the 
big jobs.  

The next sale is just five months away, 
August 18 and 19. The only thing we 
are pre y sure of is that there should 
not be any snow squalls at that me of 
year!! 
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Department of Stewardship and 
Budget by Harlan Stephens 

A short note from Stewardship and Budget to thank 
everyone for your loving and hear elt pledges last 
December, and your faithful honoring of those 
pledges. Due to that faithful giving, the financial condi on 
of the church is currently sound. Pledged giving is ahead of 
the budgeted amount and expenses are currently below 
the budgeted amount. This is not uncommon at this me 
of year, and will historically level out as we go through the 
year.  

Department of Stewardship and Budget,   
Harlan Stephens, Pat Lebrun, Sco  Schu , Kevin 
Sandmeier, Barb Knight and Randy Daughenbaugh. 

Department of Ministries by Sheila Long 

The Department of Ministries will be selling grocery cards 
on April 2 in the Fellowship Hall following worship. 
Walmart now has $50 card amounts available. 
Our Church Response grocery cart item for April is cereal.  

  



NEWS FROM THE CHURCH 4 

Easter Lilies 
The Altar Guild will be offering Easter 
lilies to help beau fy the sanctuary on 
Easter morning. Each plant may be 
purchased for $15.00 as a memorial 
or in honor of loved ones. We will 
take orders in the Fellowship Hall 
following worship on April 2.  

Please take your lily home a er the 
church service on Easter Sunday. 
Thank you. 

Band Concert 
There will be a New Horizons band 
concert at 2:00pm on April 16 at the 
Canyon Lake Ac vity Center, 2900 
Canyon Lake Drive. For ques ons, 
contact Alan Glover. 

Good Morning Circle 
We welcome the return to monthly 
mee ngs in April and May.  
Good Morning Circle meets on the 

third Wednesday of most months at 
9:30am, which puts April’s mee ng 
on April 19th and May’s mee ng on 
May 17.  
Circle mee ngs are open to all 
women of the church, and include 
coffee and a sweet treat, as well as a 
short program followed by a business 
mee ng. Please consider joining us 
this month. Try it … you’ll like it!  

Earth Day Clean Up 
In celebra on of Earth Day on April 
22nd, South Park UCC is going to 
par cipate in the city-wide trash clean 
up happening that week, and we'd 
love to invite you all to join us!  For 
SPARKS on April 17th, we're going to 
meet in the parking lot at West Hills 
Village closest to the Texas Street 
intersec on to start picking up trash 
between Texas Street and Minnesota 
Street from 5:00-5:45pm.  We'll then 

head back to the church for supper at 
6:00pm, and then we will play some 
games un l we wrap up at our usual 
7:00pm me. Kylie Steever will 
provide garbage bags, bring your own 
gloves. We hope you'll join us!   

News from Los Guido 
Pastor Dorotea Yucra sent her 
gree ngs, and shared the news that 
her daughter Sarvia con nues with 
her weekly chemo treatments that 
will go through the summer. Sarvia is 
very red, and is ea ng almost 
nothing, but Dorotea trusts in God’s 
love and His will. She is also 
dedica ng her me to get Sarvia to 
her medical appointments, and caring 
for her at home.  
Please con nue to pray for these 
faithful servants and also for the 
people that they con nue to serve in 
their community.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 
Church Chat and 
Spiritual Prac ces  
These two groups con nue the first 
and third Tuesdays each month.  

The Church Chat group’s current book 
for discussion is Driving Jesus to Li le 
Rock, by Roland Merullo. Join us at 
11:30am-12:30pm in the church 
parlor.  

Spiritual Prac ces is a small group of 
church members and friends who 
meet at 12:30-1:30pm in the church 
library to read scriptures together and 

to engage in prac ces of prayer and 
medita on. The group is open to all 
who are interested. Spiritual 
disciplines require prac ce and having 
a group with whom to prac ce can 
strengthen the discipline and the faith 
it gives.  
Please consider joining the group. For 
more informa on, contact Pastor Erin. 

Adult Forum 
An Adult Forum is presented the third 
Sunday of each month at 10:45am in 
the Fellowship Hall.  
Bridget Marshall and Laura Boyd will 

present the history, ac vi es, and 
informa on of the Front Porch 
Coali on on April 16. The Front Porch 
Coali on is a local organiza on 
dedicated to the support of suicide 
survivors and their loved ones, as well 
as to the promo on of suicide 
preven on informa on.   
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Chris an Educa on  
by Pa  Arneson  

March was a busy and fun month for 
the youth of our church!  We shared 
Sunday School each week, had a 
weekend “lock-in” for the 
confirma on kids, and Confirma on of 
seven wonderful youth, including,  
Elle Emerson, Gianna Grigg, Lucia 
Grigg, Lily Hamann, Brenden Lyons, 

Daniel Lyons and Benjamin 
Tipton. We welcome them and are 
proud of their growth in the UCC 
faith.   
We give grateful thanks to Pastor Erin 
and Nick Strampe for a weekend of 
li le sleep, but loads of learning, 
crea ng and bonding in friendship. 
 
Palm Sunday will be a special day for 
our UCC children and youth. The 

worship service will begin as they 
enter the Sanctuary waving palms, and 
con nue during Sunday School with 
Easter stories and Easter cra s.  
We will share a special treat bag, filled 
with joyous Easter goodies, to help 
celebrate Easter week.  
Parents, please bring your children to 
the Fellowship Hall before the service, 
so they can be instrumental in star ng 
the service that day.   

 



Prayer Concerns 
Our sympathy and prayers are with 
those who recently lost loved ones: 

Eileen Rossow and family following 
the death of her sister, Margie Nelsen, 
on February 22 in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota. 

Rev. Jill Kundtz and family following 
the death of Jill’s cousin, Adrienne 
Gillissie, on March 23 in Ohio. 

Jennifer, Elyse and Carter Seals and 
family following the death of Rodney 
Seals on March 29 in Rapid City. 

Please hold the following members 
and friends in your prayers: 

Shirley Baumgartner is at Westhills 
Rehab, Rev. Jill Kundtz is doing better 
following her spinal cord procedure, 
Clair Maynard as he recovers from his 
health intervention, Michael Myers 
now is cancer free and continues 
periodic checks, and Pastor Dorotea 
Yucra’s daughter, Sarvia, whose 
health struggles continue.  

Harold Miller continues to receive 
cancer treatments, which are going 
well. Harold and Cam are having their 
mail forwarded from their home 
address as listed in the church 
directory.  

Dona Cheney has been hospitalized 
following a fall in her apartment. Tests 
are ongoing, so her discharge date is 
unsure at the moment.  

Mike Crutcher is scheduled to have his 
fourth knee surgery on April 4th. He 
asks for prayers. If any one wants to 

send Mike a card, his address is in the 
church directory. 

Tom and Jeanne Berry’s friend, Jeff 
Willett, was one of the two men who 
were missing following a snow-
mobiling trip on March 7. The men 
were found on March 8. Mr. Willett 
sustained severe damage to his feet. 
Some may remember Mr. Willett and 
his wife, Cathie, played Irish music a 
few years ago for the St. Patrick’s Day 
celebrations at our church. 

Those we continue to pray for in our 
congregation include Lee Boyles and 
Deb Tompkins.   

We also pray for those members of 
our church family who are in care 
centers or isolated in their homes, 
including:  

Evelyn Bradshaw, Dona Cheney,    
Maralee Dennis, Vivian Dittmer,  
Wes Humke, Bob Jonas, Eunice 
Johnson, Chuck Knowlton, 
Merrie Miller, Marrelyce Seaman, 
Lorraine Slocum, Helen Snyder and 
Elena Van Pelt. 

Thank You 
Thank you to Robin Eddy for providing 
the lovely décor for the blue pots in 
front of the church. Her gift does 
much to add to our celebration of the 
Easter season. 

Thank you to Deb Tompkins for 
creating the wonderful cake for 
Confirmation Sunday. 

Many thanks to Carol Bell for her 
cross-stitch work on the new 
Communion napkins. 

Birth 
Congratulations to Cam and Harold 
Miller following the birth of 
granddaughter, Aniston Lee Miller, 
born to Justin and Kristin Miller. 
Anniston is the first grand-daughter in 
three generations.  

Happy Birthday 
Congratulations to Dorothy Slingsby 
who celebrated her 99th birthday on 
March 31. What a marvelous 
milestone! 

The following members and friends 
have birthdays in April: 

April 1:  Andy Knight 
April 3:  Brendan Lyons 
April 4:  Laura Smith 
April 6:  Corrin Burke 
     Jacob Nickel 
April 7:  Heather Heinert 
April 8:  Jane Glover 
     Tish Wilkinson 
April 9:  Peggy Nielsen 
April 11: Chad Tipton 
April 12: Lynn Grauman 
     Nick Strampe 
April 14: Pat Sutliff 
April 15: Bonnie Edwards 
     Salim Golden 
     Noelle Schendzielos 
April 17: Jet Cruz 
April 20: Courtney Strampe 
April 21: Robin Franson 
     Dick Green 
April 22: Marvin McMacken 
April  26: Bertie Roberts 
April 27: Arie LaCroix 
     Lynari Pettit 
April 30: Benjamin Tipton 
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The calendar changes o en, so please check the weekly email and/or online calendar 
on our church website.  Rcfirstucc.com 

 
 
 
Sunday, April 2 
Palm Sunday 
 9:30am:   Worship Service/Nursery available 
 9:45am:  Sunday School a er Children’s Moment 
 10:30am:  Fellowship Hour 
 12:00pm: Palm Parade 
Tuesday, April 4 
 11:30am: Church Chat 
 12:30pm: Spiritual Prac ces 
 1:00pm:   Cra  Day 
Wednesday, April 5 
 10:00am: Communion at Westhills 
 7:00pm:  Choir Prac ce 
Thursday, April 6 
Maundy Thursday 
 7:00pm:  Maundy Thursday Service 
Friday, April 7 
Good Friday 
 10:00am:  Water Color Pain ng Group 
 12:00pm: Devo onal and Medita ve Service  
 1:00pm:  Stained Glass Group 
Sunday, April 9 
Easter Sunday 
 9:30am:  Worship Service/Nursery available 
 9:45am:  Sunday School a er Children’s Moment 
 10:30am:  Fellowship Hour 
Monday, April 10 
 5:00pm:  PEO Mee ng 
Tuesday, April 11 
 1:00pm:   Cra  Day 
 4:15pm:  Trust Board Mee ng 
Wednesday, April 12 
 10:00am:  Women’s Fellowship Board Mee ng 
 7:00pm:   Choir Prac ce 
Thursday, April 13 
 10:00am: Altar Guild Mee ng 
 4:30pm:   Dept. of Worship Mee ng 
 6:30pm:  Stewardship and Budget  
 

Friday, April 14 
 10:00am:  Water Color Pain ng Group 
 1:00pm:   Community Conversa ons 
 1:00pm:  Stained Glass Group 
Sunday, April 16 
 9:30am:  Worship Service/Nursery available 
 9:45am:  Sunday School a er Children’s Moment 
 10:30am:  Fellowship Hour 
 10:45am: Adult Forum 
 10:45am: Dept. of Educa on Mee ng 
Tuesday, April 18 
 11:30am: Church Chat 
 12:30pm: Spiritual Prac ces 
 1:00pm:   Cra  Day 
 7:00pm:  Church Board Mee ng 
Wednesday, April 19 
 9:30am:   Good Morning Circle 
 7:00pm:   Choir Prac ce 
Friday, April 21 
 10:00am:  Water Color Pain ng Group 
 1:00pm:  Stained Glass Group 
Sunday, April 23 
 9:30am:  Worship Service/Nursery available 
 9:45am:  Sunday School a er Children’s Moment 
 10:30am:  Fellowship Hour 
Tuesday, April 25 
 1:00pm:   Cra  Day 
 7:00pm:  Pastoral and Personnel Commi ee 
Wednesday, April 26 
 7:00pm:   Choir Prac ce 
Thursday, April 27 
 1:30pm:   Memoir Wri ng Group Mee ng 
Friday, April 28 
 10:00am:  Water Color Pain ng Group 
 1:00pm:  Stained Glass Group 
Sunday, April 30  
 9:30am:  Worship Service/Nursery available 
 9:45am:  Sunday School a er Children’s Moment 
 10:30am: Fellowship Hour 
 3:00pm:  Black Hills Chamber Music Concert 
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First Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

1200 Clark Street 

Rapid City SD 57701 

Holy Week Events   
          Sunday, April 2 Palm Sunday  

 9:25am:   Palm branches will be given to the children and youth in the Fellowship Hall prior to   
       the worship service. The worship service will begin at 9:30am as they enter the     
       Sanctuary waving their palms. 
 12:00pm: A Palm Parade will begin at Faith Temple and end in the Eco Garden at Trinity      
       Lutheran. Par cipants may join the procession anywhere along the route. At the Eco   
       Garden, par cipants will be invited to sing, read scripture and pray.  
Thursday, April 6 Maundy Thursday 
 7:00pm:  Maundy Thursday service in the Sanctuary 
Friday, April 7 Good Friday 
 12:00pm: Devo onal and medita ve service in the Sanctuary led by Pastor Erin with assistance  
       from Kathleen Batchelder and Jus n Speck. 
Sunday, April 9 Easter Sunday 
 9:30am:   Easter Sunday Service 
 10:30am: Easter cookies provided by the Department of Hospitality during the Fellowship Hour 

Please note: There will not be a Easter Sunrise Service this year in downtown Rapid City due to all  
       the inclement weather and the inability to remove the ice from Main Street Square.  


