
Wandering Wonderings from Pastor Erin 
“…not all who wander are lost” ~J.R.R. Tolkien 
“Think and wonder, wonder and think.” ~Dr. Seuss 

Gree ngs of Peace, Love and Light, 
Vaca on Bible School this year is focused on a emp ng to bring to life some of what it might have been like for a child 
growing up at the me of Jesus. And one of the primary teachings for Jewish children was called the Shema (from the 
book of Deuteronomy). It echoes an idea we will con nue to explore here at First Congrega onal UCC this Fall—namely 
that in Mark 12:29-31, we see that when asked about the most important commandment,  29 Jesus replied, “The most 
important commandment is this: ‘Listen, O Israel! The Lord our God is one. 30 So love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, all your soul, all your mind and all your strength.’ 31 The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ No other commandment is greater than these.”  

And believe it or not, dear souls, it turns out that science is 
proving that when we lean into this invita on from God to 
love our neighbors, we could also be blessed with pre y 
amazing mental and physical benefits. 

In a study performed by Midlarsky and Kahana, they found an 
impressive associa on between altruism – that is, voluntary 
behavior that is “mo vated by concern for the welfare of 
others, rather than by the an cipa on of rewards” – and 
improved morale, self-esteem, posi ve effect and well-being. 

Another study performed by Schwartz et al. found that 
“Giving help was more significantly associated with be er 
mental health than was receiving help.” 

Could it be that our selfish desires tend to cause unhappiness 
even when they are fulfilled, while altruis c desires and 
ac ons ul mately make us happy? It may well be that when 
Paul tells us to consider others more important than ourselves 
(Philippians 2:3-4), he is actually wan ng what is the best for 
us. 

I wish you health and peace and healing. I wish you freedom 
and joy. I wish you grace and beauty and hope. I wish you 
kindness and ease. I wish you love and warm embrace.  

Prayers and light,  
Pastor Erin 
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       Morning Prayer 

       Gracious God, 
       Thank you for the gi  of today. 
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Moderator’s Moment 
by Chuck Rounds  
The Church Board voted not to meet 
in July and August, but the various 
departments have con nued to do 
their work.  
On Sunday, July 16th, we had eleven 
new members join our church! We 
welcome them and look forward to 
their contribu on to our congrega on 
and our contribu on to their lives. It is 
always exci ng to welcome new 
members.  
Most of you are aware that the church 
bell has not been ringing for some 

me. Eileen Rossow had contact with 
the company that manufactured our 
bell (I.T. Verdin) last December. They 
responded with a proposal to repair 
the bell for around $23,316.00.  We 
would have to remove the bell and 
ship it to Cincinna  to be repaired, 
then pay for it to ship back and be 
installed. The bell weighs 1500 
pounds! The board decided that we 
should look at the bell before 
commi ng to that proposal and see if 
a local electrician could fix it. We 
waited un l summer to pursue this 
venture. On July 24th, I met with a 
highly technical team of experts to get 
up on the roof and inspect the bell. 
Randy Daughenbaugh, Michael Myers 
and I were on the roof and Kelton 
Bendixen and friend were on the 
ground for support. It was discovered 
that the bell uses an electromagnet to 
move the clapper. The linkage through 
the magnet was stuck. Randy brought 
some very hi-tech lubricant (Marvel 

Oil - available since 1923), put some 
on the frozen linkage, worked the 
linkage back and forth and PRESTO! 
the linkage moved freely. The ground 
crew then turned the breaker back on, 
flipped the switch on the bell and it 
worked! Let me tell you, when you are 
si ng under that bell so you can 
watch the opera on, it is really, really 
loud. A new mer may be needed, but 
would be a frac on of the cost of the 
original proposal. It should ring this 
Sunday. A big “Thank You” to Randy, 
Micheal and the ground crew.  
Finally, and most importantly, our 
congrega on has lost so many long-

me members who have reached the 
end of their life. We mourn the loss of 
these friends and offer prayers of 
support for their families. We 
currently have several other members 
who are suffering with severe health 
concerns and pray for them, their 
families and caregivers. Please reach 
out to them and offer support through 
these hard mes.  

Department of 
Ministries  
by Cindy Ledford 

As a reminder, our Church Response 
grocery cart item for the summer is 
canned fruit but anything is also 
welcome.   
Grocery cards will be sold next on 
August 6th and therea er on the first 
Sunday of the month.   
 
 
 
 

Hope Center toiletry items are also 
welcome. There is a dona on box for 
the HOPE Center located on a table in 
the Narthex. The HOPE Center is a day 
center for our homeless popula on 
and is located in downtown Rapid 
City. There is a list of needs on top of 
the dona on box.  
Thank you for your con nued support 
of the church ministries!   

ONA Commi ee 
by Susan Kelts 

The Open and 
Affirming commi ee 
met in early July to 
finalize plans for the 
First UCC booth at the 
July 12 Pride Fes val. 
We were at Memorial Park from  
8:00am to 4:00pm on that day. The 
weather was perfect for being 
outdoors all day and we had a great 
number of visitors to our booth. We 
had drawings to win two of our 
magne c bumper s ckers (“Be careful 
who you hate…it could be someone 
you love”) and also a large flag (“Let 
me be perfectly queer”). The event 
was a great success. 

The commi ee made some changes 
to the proposed sign for the front 
entry of the church. We are now 
inves ga ng the cost for this sign. 
The new bathroom sign is up and new 
mul colored hymnal markers are 
done. 

We welcomed Craig Chapman as a 
new member of our commi ee. 

 



Communion Services 
Pastor Erin is serving Communion in 
the Aspen Room at Westhills Village 
on the first Wednesday of each 
month at 10:00am. The next 
Communion service will be on 
Wednesday, September 6.  

Pastor Erin also serves Communion at 
St. Mar n’s Village on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month. The next 
Communion service will be on 
Wednesday, August 23, at 2:00 pm 
All are welcome to join either service. 

Memoir Wri ng Group 
The Memoir Wri ng Group will meet 
on Thursday, August 24 at 1:30pm. 
Anyone interested in sharing or 
hearing stories is welcome to join us. 
For more informa on, contact Mary 
Keithahn. 

Music Notes by Alan Glover 

We will be star ng the fall session of 
First UCC choir on Wednesday, 
September 6. We encourage all who 
would like to par cipate in a unique 
choral experience to join us.  We do 
have room for our younger members 
of our church to join us if they have an 
interest in learning choral music.  We 
are never too young or old to enjoy 
singing the praises of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Thanks for your 
support and par cipa on.  

Scam Alert 
There has been another a scammer 
pretending to be our Pastor Erin 
Erickson. Some church members have 
received fake requests via email 

messages asking them to contact Erin. 
If you receive such an email, do not 
open or respond to it.  
Text messages are another common 
method scammers use to make fake 
requests. No one from our church will 
ever request you to purchase gi  
cards (i.e. Apple gi  cards) or ask for 
money. 
Please let the church office know if 
you receive any suspicious email or 
text messages. 

Checks Wri en to the 
Church  
by Eileen Rossow, Church Board Clerk 

We have been in communica on with 
our bank. We have been informed that 
in order to keep our deposits legal, all 
checks wri en to the church must be 
made out only to First Congrega onal 
Church. 
This includes checks for Church 
Response grocery card sales, as well as 
checks for pledges, memorials and 
dona ons directed to the church. 

*Please note that this does not include 
dona ons or payments to Women’s 
Fellowship, Church Circles, Pilgrim 
Trust, or Altar Guild. Checks wri en to 
those en es should NOT be made 
out to First Congrega onal Church, 
but to the individual en ty.  
If you have any ques ons, please 
contact Eileen Rossow. 

Woodchuck Society 
News 
The Society has been very busy this 
summer. We had 2 work days at the 
church in June, sawing and spli ng, 

followed by mul ple days loading 
already split wood at Larry Vickers’ 
property west of Hermosa. This wood 
is being delivered to Gus Craven, our 
partner in Wanblee. The best guess is 
that there will be between 30 and 40 
cords delivered to Gus, and they are 
all thrilled.  
We will con nue to load from Larry’s 
place in August, and hope to have it all 
cleaned up by the end of the month. 
There will be no Woodchuck ac vi es 
during the rummage sale week 
because all of our workers are 
involved with the sale.  
We have welcomed 2 new 
Woodchucks in 2023 (Jordan Barnes 
and Bob Karlen) and would love to 
add your name to our roster! If you 
are not already on the email list, you 
can email Chuck Rounds at 
cwskrounds@gmail.com and we’ll get 
you the latest schedules.  

Los Guido News 
Please con nue to pray for Pastor 
Dorotea and her daughter Sarvia. 
Sarvia is at home, and is receiving no 
treatment at this me. The doctors 
have deemed her cancer as terminal, 
and she is being cared for by her 
mother and sister.  
Sarvia has been a devoted supporter 
of her mother’s work in Los Guido, and 
work teams from First Congrega onal 
remember her as a quiet woman with     

a deep faith. Prayers for 
strength and courage are 
appreciated by the family. 

(Photo taken during  
VBS in 2020) 
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4 NEWS FROM THE CHURCH 

Women’s Fellowship Rummage Sale  
The summer rummage sale week starts a er worship on Sunday, August 13 when Fellowship Hall is transformed into 
Sale Central for the week. There will be tables in the entry a er the service and you are welcome to deposit your sale 
items there. We will con nue to accept dona ons un l 3:00pm on Wednesday, August 16. Pricing starts on Thursday 
and normally takes all day. The sale itself opens at 8:00am on Friday, August 18.  

Work days during the week are 9:00am - 3:00pm daily, Monday through Thursday, 8:00am - 3:00pm on Friday, and 
8:00am un l the clean up is over on Saturday. It takes a lot of help to have a sale of this magnitude twice a year, and 
Women’s Fellowship applauds the loyal workers who make it happen. If you are new to the church, please consider 
joining us this week. There are jobs for every energy level!  

It helps the workers if your dona ons are clean and in good condi on. If you have an unusual item, please iden fy its 
use. If you have items that are too large for you to bring, please speak with Chuck Rounds (605-519-9368 or email 
cwskrounds@gmail.com). Women’s Fellowship “Auxiliary” members will arrange to pick up larger items.  

There is no bake sale in August, but plenty of good ea ng can be found in the kitchen during the week!  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

Vaca on Bible School 

Vaca on Bible School 2023 is August 2-4. Since this issue of The Call newsle er is being wri en and published smack in 
the middle of our VBS days, we are only able to share some photos from Tuesday, August 2. A VBS report with details 
and more photos will be included in the September issue of The Call. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Dancing the hora dance—Hava nagila, hava nagila…!            Using “church hands” facilitates walking in   
     groups from one ac vity to the next. 

Headwear or mitpahat (Hebrew) or chel (Yiddish) for everyone! 



MEMBER NEWS AND NOTES 
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Chris an Educa on Coordinator 

Mary Haan is grateful to be serving as the new Chris an Educa on Coordinator at First Congrega onal Church! Mary 
studied Psychology and English Educa on at Indiana Wesleyan University and Black Hills State University. She strongly 
believes in empowering people of all ages to use their Spirit-given gi s through collabora on to serve the community. 
Mary and Lucas have been together since 2010 and they are consistently being educated by the two compassionate 
and clever young children that they share. Their family can o en be found hiking or biking all over the Black Hills. 
Mary is open to calls, messages, emails, ideas and coffee connec ons any me and can be reached at: 605-389-1629 
or maryhaan13@gmail.com   

Spiritual Prac ces 
Spiritual Prac ces is a small group of church members and friends who meet to read scriptures together and to 
engage in prac ces of prayer and medita on. The group is open to all who are interested. Spiritual disciplines require 
prac ce and having a group with whom to prac ce can strengthen the discipline and the faith it gives. Please consider 
joining the group on the first and third Tuesdays each month at 12:30-1:30pm in the church library. Note: We will 
not meet on August 15 due to the rummage sale setup that week. For more informa on, contact Pastor Erin.  

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

 
 
 

New Members 
On July 16, eleven new members 
joined our church. We are pleased to 
welcome the following new members 
to our church family: 
Jordan Barnes 
Carol Bell 
Rick Bell 
Craig Chapman 
Becky Casselli-Smith 
Dowell Casselli-Smith 
Noah Deyo 
Debbie Erickson 
Mary Haan 
Sid Michaels   
Noelle Schendzielos 

 

Birth 

Congratula ons to Trent and CC Eddy 
on the birth of their daughter, Teagan 
Wren on July 14 in Rapid City. Our 
congratula ons to proud grandma, 
Robin Eddy, as well!   
 

 

 
 

Ruffle Twins 

 

Some folks, such as 
Robin Franson and 
Pa  Arneson, not 
only have great 
taste, they have the 
same taste! 

 

Birthdays 

The following members and friends 
have birthdays in August: 

August 2:  Clair Maynard 

August 3:  Robert Orvik 

August 6:  Lynnell Parro  

August 7:  Michael Myers 

August 9:  Scout Cruz 

August 11: Darlene Orvik 

August 14: Kay Daugherty 

August 15: Lucia Grigg 

August 17: Althea Deyo Erickson 

August 19: Kathy Oulman-Johnson 

August 24: Jacob Schendzielos 

August 29: Wes Humke 

August 31: Cam Miller 
      Jodie Thuringer 

 
 



Prayer Concerns 

Our hear elt sympathy to 
and prayers for those 
who recently lost loved 
ones: 

Pat Lebrun and family at the loss of 
Gene Lebrun on July 23 in Rapid City. 
Visita on will be held on August 11 at 
Arrowhead Country Club from 5:00 - 
7:00pm. A Celebra on of Life service 
will be held at 10:30am on August 12 
at First Congrega onal Church.  

Bob Ehrke and family following the 
death of Bob’s wife, Mary Lou,  on July 
29 in Rapid City. A Celebra on of Life  
will be held on September 5 at 
Arrowhead County Club from 3:00 - 
5:00pm. All are welcome to a end.  
No RSVP is required. 

Cam and Harold Miller and 
family following the death of Cam's 
mother, Dona Cheney, on July 27  in 
Rapid City. Services were held at First 
Congrega onal Church on August 2 
with Becky Fleming officia ng.  

Robin Eddy and family following the 
death of her father-in-law, Jim Eddy 
on July 28 in Spearfish, SD. Services 
were held on August 3 at the UCC in 
Spearfish.  

Joan Koch and family following the 
death of Joan’s husband, Gerald 
“Jerry” on July 9 in Rapid City. 
Arrangements are pending with 
Osheim & Schmidt Funeral Home. 

Kyle Grauman and his mother, Pandi 
Bollock, and her husband, Monty, 
who are grieving the unexpected loss 
of his brother and her son, 
respec vely, Grant.  

Gerry and Karen Boehrs and family 
following the death of their daughter, 
Becky Tilghman, on June 29 in Rapid 
City. Services were held on July 8 at 
First Congrega onal Church.  

The family of Shirley Baumgartner 
following her death on June 6 in Rapid 
City. Services were held at First 
Congrega onal Church on June 13. 

Please hold the following members 
and friends in your prayers: 
Lee Boyles has ongoing health 
concerns.  

Chuck Knowlton has been transferred 
to Avantara Arrowhead on Hospice 
care. The address is:  
2500 Arrowhead Dr 
Rapid City SD 57702 

Jill Kundtz will receive cluneal nerve 
abla on on August 18. 

Ron Laughlin, husband of Becky 
Fisher’s cousin, Linda, is receiving 
treatment for cancer. 

Sid Michaels has started cancer 
treatments including shots and 
medica on with radia on to follow in 
August.  

Marge Pi s was moved to Terra 
Sancta/St. Mar n’s Health Care on the 
morning of August 2nd. Her family 
remains with her. 

Pastor Dorotea Yucra’s daughter, 
Sarvia, is at home and is receiving no 
treatment at this me. The doctors 
have deemed her cancer as terminal 
and she is being cared for by her 
mother and sister.   

Nadine Zeller had a trial procedure for 
back pain.  
 

We also pray for those members of 
our church family who are in care 
centers or isolated in their homes, 
including:  

Evelyn Bradshaw, Vivian Di mer,  
Wes Humke, Bob Jonas, Eunice 
Johnson, Merrie Miller, Vi Pietz, 
Marrelyce Seaman, Helen Snyder, 
Elena Van Pelt. 

Thank You 

We wish to thank the people of the 
church for their support and prayers 
following the passing of our daughter, 
Becky. We and Becky drew strength 
and comfort from you all. 
Gerry and Karen Boehrs 

Directory Updates 

Lucas and Mary Haan 
Annie and Helena 
2402 Janet St 
Rapid City SD 57702 
605-389-1629 

Bob Jonas is going to live with his 
eldest daughter in Nevada. 
His new address is: 
2389 Dillons Cove Dr. 
Laughlin NV 89029 

Lynnell and Linda Parro  
133 Texas St #132 
Rapid City SD 57701 

Bruce and Tish Wilkinson 
1770 Tablerock Rd 
Rapid City SD 57701 
Tish: room 310 
Bruce: room 112 
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  CALENDAR 
The calendar changes o en, so please check the weekly email and/or online calendar 
on our church website.  Rcfirstucc.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, August 3 
 5:30pm: Vaca on Bible School 

Friday, August 4 
 9:30am:  Watercolor Pain ng Group Meets 

Sunday, August 6 
 9:30am: Worship Service/Nursery available 
 10:30am:  Fellowship Hour/Grocery Card Sales 
 10:45am: Dept. of Hospitality Mee ng  

Tuesday, August 8 
 12:30pm: PEO Mee ng/BF 
 1:00pm:  Cra  Day 

Thursday, August 10 
 6:30pm: Stewardship and Budget Mee ng 

Friday, August 11 
 9:30am:  Watercolor Pain ng Group Meets 
 5:00pm: Visita on for Gene Lebrun 
      Arrowhead Country Club 
Saturday, August 12 
 10:30am: Celebra on of Life for Gene Lebrun 

Sunday, August 13 
 9:30am: Worship Service/Nursery available 
 10:30am:  Fellowship Hour 
 10:30am: Rummage Sale Setup 
 10:45am: Dept. of Educa on Mee ng 

Monday, August 14 
 9:00am: Rummage Sale Setup 

Tuesday, August 15 
 9:00am: Rummage Sale Setup 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, August 16 
 9:00am: Rummage Sale Setup 

Thursday, August 17 
 9:00am: Rummage Sale Setup 

Friday, August 18 
 8:00am:  Rummage Sale  

Saturday, August 19 
 8:00am:  Rummage Sale  
 12:00pm: Rummage Sale Cleanup 

Sunday, August 20 
 9:30am: Worship Service/Nursery available 
 10:30am: Fellowship Hour 

 10:45am: Pastoral Rela ons/Personnel Commi ee 

Tuesday, August 22 
 1:00pm: Cra  Day 

Wednesday, August 23  
 2:00pm: Communion at Saint Mar n’s Village 

Thursday, August 24 
 1:30pm: Memoir Wri ng Group Meets 

Friday, August 25 
 9:30am: Watercolor Pain ng Group Meets 

Sunday, August 27 
 Volunteer Sunday 
 9:30am: Worship Service/Nursery available 
 10:30am: Fellowship Hour 

Tuesday, August 29 
 1:00pm: Cra  Day 
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First Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

1200 Clark Street 

Rapid City SD 57701 

          
Volunteer Sunday 

Mark your calendar for Volunteer Sunday on August 27th!  

There will be informa on about opportuni es in the church (such 
as children and youth ministry, choir and bell choir, coffee hour, etc) 
for you to get involved. 
 


