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Our Lenten Journey Begins February 22—by Pastor Erin 
Lent is a six-week season of prepara on for Easter beginning with Ash Wednesday.  

Our Ash Wednesday service will be held on February 22 at 7:00pm. It is our tradi on to offer ashes, 
oil and water as voluntary gi s to worshipers. The thirty-minute service focuses on private devo on 
and prepara on. The First Sunday of Lent is February 26. Throughout Lent, our worship services will 
focus on the idea of Leaning Towards the Light. 

Have you heard of phototropism? It is a survival mechanism in which a plant grows toward the 
greatest source of light in an effort to jump-start the process of photosynthesis. Picture the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa, only it’s a plant!  It is an elonga on of the plant’s cells towards its source of energy. 
This reach for the sun is ini ated by auxin, a phytohormone (plant hormone) that regulates growth. 
This internal orienta on towards the light makes it possible for a plant to thrive even in adverse 
condi ons.  

Our measure of spiritual growth is en rely dependent upon our exposure to Jesus. Just as a plant 
needs the sun to ini ate the process of photosynthesis for its survival and growth, we need Jesus to 
jump-start our renewal and restora on. Nothing green grows in a cave because of lack of sunlight 
and nothing of spiritual significance can be birthed within us without the illumina on of Spirit. 
Therefore, the measure of our spiritual growth during Lent or any other me of the year is 
dependent upon posi on. Are we posi oned to take in the presence of Jesus or not?  

In his Pensées, Blaise Pascal in his sec on on Morality and Doctrine, says 
  “…there was once in man a true happiness of which there now remain to him the mark  
  and empty trace, which he in vain tries to fill from all his surroundings… but these are all      
  inadequate, because the infinite abyss can only be filled by an infinite and immutable  
  object, that is to say, only by God himself.” 
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Pastor’s Message 
Hello Beloved Ones, 
As a famous saying goes: love makes the world go round. 
With everything that’s going on around the world today, 
that couldn’t be more true. 
We can all agree that the world would be so much better 
if we can just learn to love one other. Yes, it’s not easy to 
spread love. The older you get, the harder it is to trust – 
much less love – others. But that’s the essence of loving 
someone. We don’t love them because of who they are or 
because they love us back. We love because we are 
capable of love. Also, according to science, people who 
spread love tend to be happier and have a more optimistic 
view of life. This helps them better connect with people 
and form meaningful relationships. In short, when we 
spread love, that love comes back to us in multifold. 

How Can We Spread Love? 
There are countless ways to spread love around us.  
Even simple acts like the following are already big steps in 
the right direction: 
 ●  help the less fortunate 
 ●  volunteer at a charity 
 ●  pray for those who frustrate you 
 ●  say kind words to the people you meet 
 ●  give to a good cause 
 ●  be kind even to rude people 
 ●  give lunch or care packages to a homeless person 
 ●  smile more often 
 ●  be a good listener for someone 
 ●  encourage someone who is going through a tough  
   time 
Above all, we need to love ourselves. After all, we can’t 
pour from an empty cup. For the love to spread, it must 
start with Spirit’s love within each of us. 

Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. 
Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.  

– Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Let’s plant seeds of love wherever we go this February! 

Pastor Erin 

Message from Your Moderator  
by Chuck Rounds 

This is a busy time in the life of our church. By the time 
you read this, we will have had our annual meeting. We 
will have approved a budget for 2023 and elected 
department members and church officers. We are 
thankful for those who have stepped up to help with the 
decisions that are a part of our church life. Our church 
could not function without these folks. The new church 
board will have its first meeting on February 17th. 

Serving on the board or as a member of a department is 
not the only way to serve. As Christians, church is not a 
“spectator sport”. We are not asked to just come and 
watch the Sunday service. We are asked to serve others 
and make the world a better place. We are asked to help 
with everyday tasks within our church. We are asked to 
help those that need help. We are asked to invite others 
to join us.  

There are many ways to serve just within our own church. 
We can prepare and serve coffee, volunteer to wash 
dishes, greet those who come to church, greet our guests 
and ask them to sign the guest book, work on the 
rummage sale or with the Woodchucks or the Altar Guild 
or visit our shut-ins. We can serve by singing in the choir 
or being a reader on Sunday mornings. Think how 
welcoming our church would be if everyone was a 
participant and not a spectator. 

Be sure to read the article in this issue by Search 
Committee chairperson, Eileen Rossow. She has some 
exciting news about our search process and where we are 
going from here. As we move forward in our mission, 
remember that “no matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you are welcome here.” 

Department of Ministries 

The Church Response requested food item for February is 
canned vegetables. Please place your dona ons in the 
grocery cart located in the Narthex.  



Pastoral Search Commi ee   
The Pastoral Search Commi ee is pleased to announce that an invita on has been approved 
by the Board and extended to Erin Erickson for a Candida ng Weekend and has been 
accepted by Erin. A Candida ng Weekend is the next step in the process of Calling a Pastor to 
serve as our congrega on’s permanent Pastor. In this case, because Erin is not yet ordained, 
the Call would be for a Designated Term Pastor. If approved and accepted, the Call would be 
considered and renewed on an annual basis. 

The process of the Candida ng Weekend will include a recep on on Saturday to meet and greet Erin and her 
family; a Sunday service, during which Erin will conduct the service; a church member mee ng a er the 
service, at which there will be opportunity for discussion and then a ballot vote to determine whether the 
offer of a Designated Term Pastor is extended to Erin. 

Ar cle VI, Sec on F. of our Cons tu on reads, “Each resident ac ve member of the congrega on who is 
present and in a endance at any regular or special mee ng shall have one vote. There shall be no vo ng by 
proxy. The majority of all votes cast shall decide all ma ers and elec ons, except for the following, which 
shall require a two-thirds majority of those present and vo ng: elec on of a minister…” 

The Pastoral Search Commi ee has designated February 25 and 26 as our Candida ng Weekend.  
On Saturday, February 25th , we will host a recep on for Erin and her family from 1:00pm to 2:30pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. Coffee and cake will be served. On Sunday, February 26th , we will have a special mee ng in 
the Fellowship Hall following church service to discuss and vote on the elec on of a new minister. 

Your Pastoral Search Commi ee has worked very diligently these past two years to Call a Pastor who will be a 
welcome asset for our church. The Commi ee includes Eileen Rossow – chair, Kathleen Batchelder, Mike 
Crutcher, Alan Glover, Jenny Kozel, Lisa Lyons, Kim Nearhood, Chuck Rounds, and Alicia Sutliff-Benusis.  

If you have any ques ons or comments or concerns, please contact any of the commi ee members.  
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Department of Hospitality 

Even if your favorite team isn’t going to the Super Bowl, don’t put those football jerseys 
away yet! Instead, wear them to church on February 12 when we celebrate with a Soup-er 
Bowl Sunday Potluck following worship.  

 

Soup and beverages will be provided by the Department of Hospitality and friends. The 
congregation is asked bring side dishes (rolls, breads, salads, veggies, desserts, etc.) to 
share.  

We hope to see you there! 
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Stained Glass Group 
This group meets 
in the church 
kitchen every 
Friday at 1:00pm. 
Everyone is 
welcome to come 
and learn how to make beau ful 
stained glass art. For more 
informa on, contact Dave Ledford.  

Good Morning Circle 
Good Morning Circle is a group of 
women that gathers at 9:30am on the 
3rd Wednesday of most months. We 
have a short program, a sweet treat, a 
short business mee ng, and lots of 
conversa on.  

The Circle is a part of the larger 
Women’s Fellowship group, and we 
support many church projects as well 
as local and interna onal programs. 
Our February mee ng will be on 
February 15 at 9:30am. 

We welcome any women who are 
interested in a ending. If you need a 
ride, or have any ques ons, please 
call Sybil Rounds and arrangements 
will be made. 

Memoir Wri ng Group 
The Memoir Wri ng group’s next 
mee ng will be Thursday, February 23 
at 1:30pm in the church parlor. 
Anyone interested in sharing or 
hearing stories is welcome to join us. 
Contact Mary Keithahn for more 
informa on. 

 

Black Hills Chamber 
Music Society Concert 

The Black Hills Chamber Music Society 
presents Pierce Emata, pianist, in 
concert at 3:00pm on Sunday, 
February 26 at First Congrega onal 
Church.  
More informa on and cket prices 
can be found at bhchambermusic.org 

Westhills Communion 
Pastor Erin is serving Communion in 
the Aspen Room at Westhills Village 
on the first Wednesday of each month 
at 10:00am.  
The next Communion service will be 
on Wednesday, March 1.  
All are welcome to join. 

Fellowship Hour Help 
Coffee hosts and dishwashers are 
needed this month for the coffee hour 
following worship. Easy instruc ons 
are posted. Please sign up in the 
Fellowship Hall on the sheets located 
next to the cookies if you can help. If 
you need assistance, indicate it on the 
sheet and someone will help you. 
Thank you!  

Name Tags 
Name tags are worn so our guests can 
see our names. If you need a new 
name tag, please let the church office 
know. If you see someone without a 
name tag, introduce yourself to that 
person. You might be making a new 
friend and extending God’s love at the 
same me. 

Informa on 
Technology Commi ee   
by Ryan Webster  
It’s been a busy year. The Informa on 
Technology (IT) commi ee worked 
weddings, funerals, Adult Forums, 
congrega onal mee ngs and recorded 
every worship service to stream on 
our church website and Facebook.  

This year, we’ve also upgraded the 
projector in the Fellowship Hall and 
installed a desktop computer for ease 
of use.  

I would like to thank everyone who 
has helped set up screens for videos, 
figured out microphones, recorded 
services or anything else that we’ve 
needed to get done since Covid 
started.  

The IT Commi ee is seeking people 
who would like to help record services 
(we’re very flexible on schedules) and 
the training is free.  

We are pleased that we can reach out 
to members who can not a end 
services in person and do such 
meaningful work for our church. We 
look forward to con nuing and 
improving on what we’ve been 
able to accomplish so far. 
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Pa  Arneson, Chair 

January has passed, and we look forward to spring with an cipa on of con nued learning and growing with Christ and 
our UCC children. Our department tries to process new ideas, in hopes that interest sparks crea vity and helps to 
mul ply the numbers of children who wish to par cipate in our youth programs.   

The children will sing during the worship service when there is a 5th Sunday.  

We con nue to have Sunday School each Sunday, except for the first one, as it is 
Communion Sunday.  

 

The Teens and Tweens kids are on a “Souper” Bowl Fundraising Drive, by encouraging folks to 
bring soup or cash dona ons. They have a goal of 300 cans of soup and $300.00 to be donated 
by Super Bowl Sunday, February 12th.  
Please consider making dona ons to help them meet their goals and to make this a successful 
drive. There is a table in the Narthex for said dona ons. Thank you in advance for your 
par cipa on.  
The proceeds will go to Feeding South Dakota and the Women’s and Children’s Shelter.  

 
Church Chat and Spiritual Prac ces con nue the first and third Tuesdays each month.  
On February 7, our Church Chat group will discuss the final sec on of The Ragged Company.  We will also select our 
next book. Join us at 11:30am-12:30pm in the church parlor for lively discussion about our faith and current issues.  

Spiritual Prac ces is a small group of church members and friends who meet at 12:30-1:30pm in the church library to 
read scriptures together and to engage in prac ces of prayer and medita on. The group is open to all who are 
interested. Spiritual disciplines require prac ce and having a group with whom to prac ce can strengthen the discipline 
and the faith it gives. Please consider joining the group. For more informa on, contact Pastor Erin. 

An Adult Forum is presented the 3rd Sunday a er service in the Fellowship Hall monthly. In January, the speaker was 
Darryl Reineke from Westhills Village. On February 19, we will hear from Connie Walter from the Sandford 
Underground Lab. On March 19, Kenny Putnam and Jus n Speck will talk about the Rapid City fine arts scene.    

Lent begins soon, and we will be launching a day of devo onal medita on…. including music by Jus n Speck, readings 
by Kathleen Batchelder, the choice of an artwork crea on, or just quietly enjoying contempla ve thoughts. We will be 
offering this to anyone who would like to a end following the service, on February 26th, the first Sunday of Lent. More 
informa on will follow in upcoming bulle ns.  

We hear ly and thankfully welcome two new members to our Department of Educa on. A round of applause for Reva 
Ortega and Dawn Erk, who will be sharing with the rest of our department, which consists of Jane Glover, Lynn 
Grauman, Nic Strampe, and myself. Sadly, we say good-bye to Sharon Darrow and Kathleen Batchelder a er their 
three years of wonderful ideas and interac on with our UCC family. Happily, each will stay ac ve in the educa on of 
our church members, as Sharon has agreed to con nue teaching Sunday School, line up acolytes, encourage children 
to read and present book awards. Kathleen will con nue to assist in loca ng speakers for the Adult Forum and stay 
ac ve in Church Chat. Kudos to these fine people.   



Prayer Concerns 
Our sympathy and 
prayers are with the 
family of Ann Jordan 
Barnes following the 
unexpected death of 
her sister, Nancy P. 
Jordan, in California. 

Please hold the following members 
and friends in your prayers: 

Harold and Cam Miller will be 
con nuing cancer treatments. They 
are having their mail forwarded. Cards 
and le ers may be mailed to their 
home address which can be found in 
the church directory. 
Sheila Long’s surgery for a torn re na 
went well, Shirley Baumgartner has 
returned home from the hospital, Bart 
Bolie is home and is con nuing his 
recovery with home health care,  
Rev. Jill Kundtz is doing be er 
following her spinal cord procedure, 
Jeanne e Hill is healing from her knee 
surgery, Kay Daugherty's brother-in-
law, Doug Reeves, is leaving the 
hospital a er a fall and MRSA, Clair 
Maynard as he recovers from his 
health interven on,  Michael Myers is 
cancer free and con nues periodic 
checks, Deb Tompkins’ sister, Sherry, 
is facing serious health issues and 
Pastor Dorotea Yucra’s daughter, 
Sarvia, whose health struggles 
con nue.  

Those we con nue to pray for in our 
congrega on include Lee Boyles, 
Joan Dyrdahl and Deb Tompkins. 

 

We also pray for those members of 
our church family who are in care 
centers or isolated in their homes, 
including             
Evelyn Bradshaw 
Dona Cheney   
Maralee Dennis 
Vivian Di mer  
Wes Humke 
Bob Jonas  
Eunice Johnson 
Chuck Knowlton 
Merrie Miller 
Marrelyce Seaman 
Lorraine Slocum  
Helen Snyder   
Elena Van Pelt 

Thank You 

Deb and Bruce Tompkins wish to 
thank their church family for the many 
thoughts and prayers over the past 
two years.  

Directory Update 

Lee and Carol Boyles 
255 Texas St #241 
Rapid City SD 57701 

 
 
 
 
Birthday Celebra on 
Bob Jonas’s family is hos ng a 
celebra on for Bob on his 97th 
birthday, Friday, February 3 from 
6:00pm to 8:00pm at the Moose 
Lodge, 841 E Saint Patrick Street. 

February Birthdays 

The following members and friends 
have birthdays in February. 

February 1  Stephanie Nielsen-   
       Medeck  

February 3  Bob Jonas 

February 4  Clara Crutcher 

February 5  Emilee Nickel 

February 8  Sybil Rounds 

February 10  Randy Daughenbaugh 

       Cedar Erickson Deyo 

February 11  Rob Burton 

       Marrelyce Seaman 

February 12  Jay Davis 

       Chuck Lindly 

February 14  Alicia Sutliff-Benusis 

February 15  Marla Maynard 

       Jim Webster 

February 16  Jay Benusis 

February 17  Mary Keithahn 

February 18  Laura Boyd 

       Dave Ledford 

February 20  Emily Eckholm 

February 21  Frances Cox 

February 23  Bruce Wilkinson 

       Ron Wynia 

February 24  Kalsy Brinkman 

       Alan Glover 
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  CALENDAR 
The calendar changes o en, so please check the weekly email and/or online calendar 
on our church website. Rcfirstucc.com 

 
 
 
 
 
Friday, February 3 
 10:00am: Water Color Pain ng Group 
 1:00pm:  Stained Glass Group 
 6:00pm:  Bob Jonas Birthday Celebra on 
Sunday, February 5 
 9:30am:   Worship Service/Nursery available 
 9:45am:  Sunday School a er Children’s Moment 
 10:30am  Fellowship Hour 
 10:45am: Dept. of Hospitality Mee ng 
Tuesday, February 7 
 11:30am: Church Chat 
 12:30pm: Spiritual Prac ces 
 1:00pm:   Cra  Day 
Wednesday, February 8 
 10:00am:  Women's Fellowship Mee ng 
 7:00pm:  Choir Prac ce 
Thursday, February 9 
 10:00am: Altar Guild Mee ng 
 4:30pm:   Dept. of Worship Mee ng 
 6:30pm:  Stewardship and Budget  
Friday, February 10 
 10:00am:  Water Color Pain ng Group 
 1:00pm:   Community Conversa ons 
 1:00pm:  Stained Glass Group 
Sunday, February 12 
 9:30am:  Worship Service/Nursery available 
 9:45am:  Sunday School a er Children’s Moment 
 10:30am  Fellowship Hour 
Monday, February 13 
 5:00pm:  PEO Mee ng 
Tuesday, February 14 
 12:30pm: PEO Mee ng 
 1:00pm:   Cra  Day 
 4:15pm:  Trust Board Mee ng 
Wednesday, February 15 
 9:30am:  Good Morning Circle Mee ng 
 7:00pm:  Choir Prac ce 

 
 
 
 
 

Friday, February 17 
 10:00am: Water Color Pain ng Group 
 1:00pm:  Stained Glass Group 
Sunday, February 19 
 9:30am:  Worship Service/Nursery available 
 9:45am:  Sunday School a er Children’s Moment 
 10:30am:  Fellowship Hour 
 10:45am: Adult Forum 
Tuesday, February 21 
 11:30am: Church Chat 
 2:30pm:  Spiritual Prac ces 
 1:00pm:   Cra  Day 
 7:00pm:  Church Board Mee ng 
Wednesday, February 22 
Ash Wednesday 
 7:00pm:   Choir Prac ce 
Thursday, February 23 
 1:30pm:   Memoir Wri ng Group Mee ng 
Friday, February 24 
 10:00am:  Water Color Pain ng Group 
 1:00pm:  Stained Glass Group 
Saturday, February 25 
 1:00pm:  Recep on for Pastor Erin Erickson  
Sunday, February 26 
 9:30am:  Worship Service/Nursery available 
 9:45am:  Sunday School a er Children’s Moment 
 10:30am: Fellowship Hour/Congrega onal Mee ng  
 3:00pm:  Black Hills Chamber Society Concert 
Monday, February 27 
 5:00pm:  PEO Mee ng 
Tuesday, February 28 
 1:00pm:  Cra  Day 
 7:00pm:  Pastoral and Personnel Commi ee 
Wednesday, March 1 
 10:00am: Communion at Westhills 
 7:00pm:  Choir Prac ce 
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First Congregational 

United Church of Christ 

1200 Clark Street 

Rapid City SD 57701 

          It is me to think about the March rummage sale! The sale dates are Friday,  
March 17th and Saturday, March 18th. Please mark your calendars to help and 
bring rummage.  

Items cannot be brought to the church ahead of me because of storage issues, 
but you can bring your treasures on Sunday, March 12, when setup will begin 
following worship. Rummage may also be dropped off Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday before 3:00pm that week. If you have items that are too large to 
manage, or for other reasons cannot deliver them yourself, please call Sybil or 
Chuck Rounds (605-343-4407) and make arrangements 
for a pickup that week.  

Lots of help is needed throughout the week, and there 
is a job for every level of mobility. We hope to see 
everyone there!  

March Rummage Sale 


